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Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 482

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-106-31, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO DECREASE THE M NI MUM ACT SCORE REQUI RED FOR STUDENTS TO BE
ELI G BLE FOR A SCHOLARSHI P UNDER THE M SSI SSI PPI  EM NENT SCHOLARS
PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-106-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-106-31. (1) There is created a M ssissippi Em nent
Schol ars Fund, to be adm nistered by the M ssissippi Postsecondary
Educati on Fi nanci al Assistance Board established under Section
37-106-9. The board shall set the date that will serve as the
deadline for applying for an award under this section and award
schol arships to each M ssissippi student who:

(a) (i) Is recognized by the nerit or achi evenent
prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation or the
Nat i onal Achi evenent Scholarship as a semfinalist or finalist,
and has obtained a m ni num cunul ati ve grade point average of 3.5
calculated on a 4.0 scale in high school subjects acceptable for
credit toward a diploma, after seven (7) senesters certified by
t he hi gh school counselor or other authorized school official on
t he application, and graduation from high school verified by the

institution before disbursenent of award; or
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(ii) Has scored twenty-six (26) on the Anerican

Col |l ege Testing Programor its equivalent, and has obtai ned a
m ni mrum cumul ati ve grade point average of 3.5 calculated on a 4.0
scale after seven (7) senesters certified by the high school
counsel or or other authorized school official on the application,_
and graduation from high school verified by the institution before
di sbursenent of award, or the equivalent in high school subjects
acceptable for credit toward a di pl oma; or

(itii) Has attended a home education program during

grade levels 9 through 12 and has scored twenty-six (26) on the

Anerican Col |l ege Testing Programor its equivalent; and

(iv) Has been certified by the college or
university to the M ssissippi Postsecondary Education Financi al
Assi stance Board as a M ssissippi Em nent Schol ar.

(b) Meets the general requirenents for student
eligibility, except as otherw se provided in this section.

(c) Dependents of M ssissippi residents who are on
mlitary or public service assignnents away from M ssi ssi ppi when
such dependents live with such M ssissippi residents and receive
hi gh school diplomas from non-M ssi ssippi schools shall be

exenpted fromcertain requirenents by the board.

(d) Files an application for an award during his |ast
year in high school within established tine limts.

(e) Attends, on a full-time basis, any state
institution of higher learning or public community or junior
col l ege, or any regionally accredited, state-approved, nonprofit
four- or two-year college or university located in the State of
M ssissippi as listed in subsection (4)(d) of Section 37-106-29.

(f) Enrolls as a first-time-in-college student. Any
student who earns postsecondary academ c credit prior to or during

the sunmer immedi ately subsequent to receiving a high school
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di ploma, who is dually enrolled in secondary and postsecondary
educational institutions, or who is enrolled in the early
adm ssion program of a postsecondary institution shall be exenpt
fromthis requirenent.
(g) Is aresident of the State of M ssissippi.

Resi dency status for purposes of receiving grants under this
section shall be determined in the same manner as resident status
for tuition purposes as set forth in Sections 37-103-1 through
37-103-29, with the exception of Section 37-103-17.

(2) (a) Students who apply for awards no later than the
date set by the M ssissippi Postsecondary Education Fi nanci al
Assi stance Board as the deadline for applying for an award during
their last year in high school may |ater reapply to receive awards
during subsequent application periods when they do not accept
their initial awards. Simlarly, students who receive initial
awards and who | ater do not accept renewal awards may reapply to
recei ve awards during subsequent application periods. Students
who apply under this paragraph nmust submt reinstatenent
applications within three (3) years of filing their initial
applications. The institution shall accept reinstatenent
applications according to dates set by the M ssissipp
Post secondary Educati on Financial Assistance Board and shal
determne the eligibility of such applicants in the sane manner as
first-tinme applicants, except that students who apply pursuant to
this paragraph shall be required to have nuaintai ned the equival ent
of a 3.5 cumul ative grade point average on a 4.0 scale for al
col l ege work attenpted. The board shall not nake awards to

rei nstatenent applicants who submt applications that are received
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after the deadline set by the M ssissippi Postsecondary Education
Fi nanci al Assi stance Board.

(b) The board shall create a renewal application for
each student who received the award for one or nore ternms during
the i medi ately precedi ng academ c year

(3) (a) The annual award to a student shall be up to Two
Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($2,500.00) for tuition and fees.
Paynment of the M ssissippi Emnent Scholars Gant shall be nade
payable to the recipient and the educational institution and
mailed directly to the institution, to be applied first to
tuition.

(b) Wthin six (6) weeks of the end of regul ar
regi stration, inclusive of a drop-add period, institutions shal
certify to the board the eligibility status of each awarded
student. The eligibility status of each student to receive a
di sbursenent shall be determi ned by each institution as of this
date. Institutions shall not be required to reevaluate a
student's eligibility status after this date for purposes of
anending eligibility determ nations previously nade. However, an
institution shall be requested to make refunds for students who
recei ve award di sbursenents and term nate enroll ment for any
reason during the academ c termwhen an institution's refund
policies permt a student to receive a refund under the
ci rcunst ances.

(c) Institutions shall certify to the board the anount
of funds disbursed to each student and shall remt to the board
any undi sbursed advances within sixty (60) days of the end of

regul ar registration.
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(4) A recipient shall maintain the equivalent of a 3.5
curul ati ve grade point average on a 4.0 scale, or shall maintain
an approved equi val ent student progress eval uation plan, on at
| east twel ve (12) hours per quarter, trinmester or semester in
order to be eligible for a continuation of the award. No student
may receive a M ssissippi Em nent Scholars' Fund award for nore
than the equival ent senesters or quarters required to conplete one
(1) degree or certificate programper institution. The award nmay
be renewed annual Iy upon certification of eligibility by the
eligible institutions that the recipient neets the necessary
qualifications. If any recipient transfers fromone university,
comunity college or junior college to another, his award will be
transferable, provided he is otherwise eligible for the award. |If
a student fails to nmaintain continuous enrollnment, and is not
granted an exception for cause by the adm ni stering agency, the
student is ineligible to receive the M ssissippi Em nent Schol ars
Grant during the follow ng senester or trinmester or termof the
regul ar academ c year

(5) The board may conduct its own annual audits of any
institution participating in the M ssissippi Emnent Schol ars
Grant Program The board may suspend or revoke an institution's
eligibility to receive future nonies under the programif it finds
that the institution has not conplied with the provisions of this
section.

(6) For purposes of this section, certificated shall nean,
but not be Iimted to, all postsecondary vocational prograns in
eligible institutions as identified in subsection (4)(d) of

Section 37-106-29.
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138 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

139 and after July 1, 2000.
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