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HOUSE BI LL NO. 465

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-5-7, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE FOR THE ELECTI ON OF MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY BOARDS OF
EDUCATI ON AT THE SAME Tl ME AS GENERAL STATE AND COUNTY ELECTI ONS
AND TO ESTABLI SH A TERM OF FOUR YEARS FOR SUCH OFFI CE; TO AMEND
SECTI ONS 37-7-207, 37-7-707 AND 37-7-713, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO PROVI DE FOR THE ELECTI ON OF MEMBERS OF ELECTED SCHOCL
BOARDS OF CONSCLI DATED SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, LI NE CONSOLI DATED SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS AND SPECI AL MUNI CI PAL SEPARATE SCHOCL DI STRI CTS AT THE
SAME TI ME FOR A TERM OF FOUR YEARS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-5-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-5-7. (1) On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in

Novenber 2003 and every four (4) years thereafter, an election

shall be held in each county in this state in the sane manner and

at the same tine as general state and county elections are held

and conducted, which election shall be held for the purpose of

el ecting the county boards of education established under the
provi sions of this chapter. * * * Al nenbers of the county board
of education * * * shall take office on the first Mnday of

January following the date of their election and shall serve for a

termof four (4) years. However, in order to provide for an

orderly transition, each nenber of the board serving on the date

House Bill No. ., 2000 Requl ar Session, becones effective and
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whose termexpires after the first Mnday of January 2004 shal

continue to serve for the remai nder of the unexpired term at

which tinme the vacancy shall be filled in the nanner provided in

Section 37-5-19.

(2) On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber

2003 and every four (4) years thereafter, * * * in * * * any

county * * * electing to utilize the authority contained in
Section 37-5-1(2), an election shall be held * * * for the purpose
of electing the county boards of education in such counties. At
the election the nenbers of the * * * county board of

education * * * shall be elected for a termof four (4) years.

However, in order to provide for an orderly transition, each

nenber of such boards serving on the date House Bill No. ., 2000

Requl ar Sessi on, becones effective and whose termexpires after

the first Mnday of January 2004 shall continue to serve for the

remai nder of the unexpired term at which tine the vacancy shal

be filled in the manner provided in Section 37-5-19. Al nenbers

of the county board of education shall take office on the first
Monday of January following the date of their election.

SECTION 2. Section 37-7-207, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

[Until such tinme as Section 1 of Laws, 1990, ch. 567, is
ef fectuated under Section 5 of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as
anended and extended, this section will read as follows:]

37-7-207. (1) Al school districts reconstituted or created
under the provisions of Article 3 of this chapter, and which lie
wholly within one (1) county, but not including nunicipal separate
and countyw de districts, shall be governed by a board of five (5)
trustees. The first board of trustees of such districts shall be
appointed by the county board of education, and the original

appoi ntnments shall be so nade that one (1) trustee shall be
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appointed to serve until the first Saturday of March foll ow ng
such appoi ntnents, one (1) for one (1) year |onger, one (1) for
two (2) years longer, one (1) for three (3) years |onger, and one
(1) for four (4) years longer. After such original appointnents,
the trustees of such school districts shall be elected by the
qualified electors of such school districts in the manner provided
for in Sections 37-7-223 through 37-7-229, with each trustee to be
el ected for a termof four (4) years. The five (5) nenbers of the
board of trustees of such consolidated school district shall be
el ected fromspecial trustee election districts by the qualified
el ectors thereof, as herein provided. Upon request of the board
of trustees of any consolidated school district, the board of
supervi sors of such county shall apportion the consolidated school
district into five (5) special trustee election districts. The
board of supervisors shall place upon its mnutes the boundaries
determ ned for the new five (5) trustee election districts. The
board of supervisors shall thereafter publish the same in a
newspaper of general circulation within the school district for at
| east three (3) consecutive weeks; and after having given notice
of publication and recording the sane upon the m nutes of the
board of supervisors, the new district lines shall thereafter be
effective.

On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber 2003

and every four (4) years thereafter, in * * * any consoli dated

school district * * * electing to utilize the authority to create
single menber election districts, an election shall be held * * *
for the purpose of electing the board of trustees of such

district. At the election the nenbers of the * * * board * * *
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shall be elected for a termof four (4) years * * *. Thereafter,
menbers shall be el ected at general elections as vacanci es occur

for terms of four (4) years each. However, in order to provide

for an orderly transition, each nenber of such boards serving on

the date House Bill No. ., 2000 Requl ar Sessi on, becones

effective and whose termexpires after the first Mnday of January

2004 shall continue to serve for the renmmi nder of the unexpired

term at which tine the vacancy shall be filled in the nmanner

provided in this paragraph. Trustees elected from single nenber

el ection districts as provided above shall * * * pbe el ected as
provided for in Sections 37-7-223 through 37-7-229. Al nenbers
of the * * * Dpoard of trustees shall take office on the first
Monday of January following the date of their election. Al
vacanci es which may occur during a termshall be filled by
appoi ntment of the consolidated school district trustees, but the
person so appointed shall serve only until the next general
el ection follow ng such appointnment, at which tinme a person shal
be elected for the remainder of the unexpired termat the sane
time and in the same manner as a trustee is elected for the ful
termthen expiring. The person so elected to the unexpired term
shal|l take office imrediately. The appointee shall be selected
fromthe qualified electors of the district in which the vacancy
occurs.

(2) Al school districts reconstituted and created under the
provisions of Article 3 of this chapter, which enbrace territory
intwo (2) or nore counties, but not including nunicipal separate

school districts, shall be governed by a board of five (5)

trustees. In making the original appointnents, the several county
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boards of education shall appoint the trustee or trustees to which
the territory in such county is entitled, and, by agreenent
bet ween the county boards concerned, one (1) person shall be
appointed to serve until the first Saturday of March foll ow ng,
one (1) for one (1) year longer, one (1) for two (2) years |onger,
one (1) for three (3) years longer and one (1) for four (4) years
| onger. Thereafter, such trustees shall be elected as is provided
for in Sections 37-7-223 through 37-7-229, for a termof four (4)
years. The five (5) nenbers of the board of trustees of such line
consol i dated school district shall be elected fromspecial trustee
el ection districts by the qualified electors thereof, as herein
provi ded. Upon request by the board of trustees of any line
consol i dated school district, the boards of supervisors of such
counties shall apportion the Iine consolidated school district
into five (5) special trustee election districts. The boards of
supervi sors shall place upon their mnutes the boundaries
determ ned for the new five (5) trustee election districts. The
boards of supervisors shall thereafter publish the sane in a
newspaper of general circulation within the school district for at
| east three (3) consecutive weeks; and after having given notice
of publication and recording the sane upon the m nutes of the
boards of supervisors, the new district |ines shall thereafter be
effective.

On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber 2000

and every four (4) years thereafter, in* * * any line

consol i dated school district * * * electing to utilize the
authority to create single nenber election districts, an el ection

shall be held * * * for the purpose of electing the board of
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trustees of such district. At the election the nenbers of
the * * * poard * * * shall be elected for a termof four (4)
years * * *  Thereafter, nenbers shall be elected at genera
el ections as vacancies occur for terns of four (4) years each.

However, in order to provide for an orderly transition, each

nenber of such boards serving on the date House Bill No. ., 2000

Requl ar Sessi on, becones effective and whose termexpires after

the first Mnday of January 2004 shall continue to serve for the

remai nder of the unexpired term at which tine the vacancy shal

be filled in the manner provided in this paragraph. Trustees

el ected fromsingle nmenber election districts as provi ded above
shall * * * be elected as provided for in Sections 37-7-223
t hrough 37-7-229. Al nenbers of the * * * board of trustees
shall take office on the first Monday of January follow ng the
date of their election. In all elections, the trustee elected
shall be a resident and qualified elector of the district entitled
to the representati on upon the board, and he shall be elected only
by the qualified electors of such district. Al vacancies which
may occur during a termof office shall be filled by appoi nt nent
of the consolidated Iine school district trustees, but the person
so appointed shall serve only until the next general election
foll ow ng such appoi ntnment, at which tine a person shall be
el ected for the remai nder of the unexpired termat the sane tine
and in the sane manner as the trustee is elected for the full term
then expiring. The person so elected to the unexpired term shal
take office i mredi ately.

[ From and after such tinme as Section 1 of Laws, 1990, ch.

567, is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting Ri ghts Act of
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1965, as anmended and extended, this section will read as follows:]
37-7-207. (1) Al school districts reconstituted or created
under the provisions of Article 3 of this chapter, and which lie
wholly within one (1) county, but not including nunicipal separate
and countyw de districts, shall be governed by a board of five (5)
trustees. The first board of trustees of such districts shall be
appoi nted by the county board of education, and the original
appoi ntnments shall be so nade that one (1) trustee shall be
appointed to serve until the first Saturday of March foll ow ng
such appoi ntnents, one (1) for one (1) year |onger, one (1) for
two (2) years longer, one (1) for three (3) years |onger, and one
(1) for four (4) years longer. After such original appointnents,
the trustees of such school districts shall be elected by the
qualified electors of such school districts in the manner provided
for in Sections 37-7-223 through 37-7-229, with each trustee to be
el ected for a termof four (4) years. The five (5) nenbers of the
board of trustees of such consolidated school district nay be
el ected fromspecial trustee election districts by the qualified
el ectors thereof, as herein provided. Upon request of the board
of trustees of any consolidated school district, the board of
supervi sors of such county shall apportion the consolidated school
district into five (5) special trustee election districts. The
board of supervisors shall place upon its mnutes the boundaries
determ ned for the new five (5) trustee election districts. The
board of supervisors shall thereafter publish the same in a
newspaper of general circulation within the school district for at
| east three (3) consecutive weeks; and after having given notice

of publication and recording the sane upon the m nutes of the
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board of supervisors, the new district lines shall thereafter be
effective.
On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber 2003

and every four (4) years thereafter, in * * * any consoli dated

school district * * * electing to utilize the authority to create
single menber election districts, an election shall be held * * *
for the purpose of electing the board of trustees of such
district. At the election the nenbers of the * * * board * * *
shall be elected for a termof four (4) years * * *. Thereafter,
menbers shall be el ected at general elections as vacanci es occur

for terms of four (4) years each. However, in order to provide

for an orderly transition, each nenber of such boards serving on

the date House Bill No. ., 2000 Requl ar Sessi on, becones

effective and whose termexpires after the first Mnday of January

2004 shall continue to serve for the renmai nder of the unexpired

term at which tine the vacancy shall be filled in the nmanner

provided in this paragraph. Trustees elected from single nenber

el ection districts as provided above shall * * * pbe el ected as
provided for in Sections 37-7-223 through 37-7-229. Al nenbers
of the * * * pboard of trustees shall take office on the first
Monday of January following the date of their election. Al
vacanci es which may occur during a termshall be filled by

appoi ntment of the consolidated school district trustees, but the
person so appointed shall serve only until the next general

el ection follow ng such appointnment, at which tinme a person shal
be elected for the remainder of the unexpired termat the sane
time and in the same manner as a trustee is elected for the ful

termthen expiring. The person so elected to the unexpired term

H B. No. 465
00\ HR40\ R212
PAGE 8



224

225

226

227

228

229

230

231

232

233

234

235

236

237

238

239

240

241

242

243

244

245

246

247

248

249

250

251

shall take office imrediately. The appointee shall be selected
fromthe qualified electors of the district in which the vacancy
occurs.

(2) Al school districts reconstituted and created under the
provisions of Article 3 of this chapter, which enbrace territory
intwo (2) or nore counties, but not including nunicipal separate
school districts, shall be governed by a board of five (5)
trustees. In making the original appointnents, the several county
boards of education shall appoint the trustee or trustees to which
the territory in such county is entitled, and, by agreenent
bet ween the county boards concerned, one (1) person shall be
appointed to serve until the first Saturday of March foll ow ng
such appoi ntnents, one (1) for one (1) year |onger, one (1) for
two (2) years longer, one (1) for three (3) years |onger and one
(1) for four (4) years longer. Thereafter, such trustees shall be
el ected as is provided for in Sections 37-7-223 through 37-7-229
for a termof four (4) years. The five (5) nenbers of the board
of trustees of such Iine consolidated school district may be
el ected fromspecial trustee election districts by the qualified
el ectors thereof, as herein provided. Upon request by the board of
trustees of any line consolidated school district, the boards of
supervi sors of such counties shall apportion the |Iine consolidated
school district into five (5) special trustee election districts.

The boards of supervisors shall place upon their mnutes the
boundaries determ ned for the new five (5) trustee el ection
districts. The boards of supervisors shall thereafter publish the
sanme in a newspaper of general circulation within the school

district for at least three (3) consecutive weeks; and after
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havi ng gi ven notice of publication and recording the sane upon the
m nutes of the boards of supervisors, the new district |ines shal
thereafter be effective.

On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber 2003

and every four (4) years thereafter, in* * * any line

consol i dated school district * * * electing to utilize the
authority to create single nenber election districts, an el ection
shall be held * * * for the purpose of electing the board of
trustees of such district. At the election the nenbers of

the * * * poard * * * shall be elected for a termof four (4)
years * * *  Thereafter, nenbers shall be elected at genera

el ections as vacancies occur for terns of four (4) years each.

However, in order to provide for an orderly transition, each

nenber of such boards serving on the date House Bill No.

2000 Requl ar Session, becones effective and whose term expires

after the first Monday of January 2004 shall continue to serve for

the remni nder of the unexpired term at which tine the vacancy

shall be filled in the manner provided in this paragraph.

Trustees el ected fromsingle nmenber election districts as provided
above shall otherw se be elected as provided for in Sections
37-7-223 through 37-7-229. Al nenbers of the * * * poard of
trustees shall take office on the first Monday of January
following the date of their election. 1In all such elections, the
trustee elected shall be a resident and qualified elector of the
district entitled to the representation upon the board, and he
shall be elected only by the qualified electors of such district.
Al'l vacancies which may occur during a termof office shall be

filled by appointnent of the consolidated |ine school district
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trustees, but the person so appointed shall serve only until the
next general election follow ng such appointnent, at which tinme a
person shall be elected for the remai nder of the unexpired term at
the sane time and in the sane manner as the trustee is elected for
the full termthen expiring. The person so elected to the
unexpired termshall take office i mrediately.

SECTION 3. Section 37-7-707, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-7-707. 1In all such special municipal separate school
districts which nmay be so organi zed, reorgani zed or reconstituted
to enbrace the entire county in which the majority of the
i nhabitants of the county reside outside the corporate limts of
the nunicipality, the board of trustees of such district shall be
conposed of five (5) nenbers, one (1) of whomshall be a resident
qualified el ector of each supervisors district of the county. The
trustees shall be elected fromthe county at |arge by the

qualified electors of the county at the first regul ar general

el ection follow ng the approval by the State Board of Education of

the organi zation of such district. Such trustees shall take
office on the first Monday of January followi ng their election.
At such election the nenbers of the * * * board * * * shal

be elected for a termof four (4) years * * *, However, in order

to provide for an orderly transition, each nmenber of such boards

serving on the date House Bill No. . 2000 Requl ar Sessi on,

becones effective and whose termexpires after the first Mnday of

January 2004 shall continue to serve for the renmi nder of the

unexpired term at which tine the vacancy shall be filled in the

manner provided in Section 37-7-709. Thereafter nenbers shall be
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el ected at regular general elections * * * for ternms of four (4)
years each and shall take office on the first Monday of January
after their election.

SECTION 4. Section 37-7-713, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-7-713. In all special mnunicipal separate school districts
where the district enbraces less than the entire area of the
county and where the nmajority of the educable children of the
district reside outside the limts of the municipality, unless the
governing authorities of the municipality and the county provide
for one (1) of the alternative nmethods of organization as set out
in Sections 37-7-715 and 37-7-717, the * * * special nunici pal
separate school district shall be governed by a board of trustees
consisting of five nenbers, to be elected by the qualified
el ectors of the municipal separate school district fromthe
district at large in the manner provided by Sections 37-7-223

t hrough 37-7-229, and all duties inposed upon the county

superi ntendent of education by said sections with reference to the
el ections shall be inposed upon and perfornmed by the
superintendent of the municipal separate school district.

However, the first board of trustees of the special municipal
separate school district shall be appointed in the foll ow ng
manner. The governing authorities of the nunicipality shal

appoint three (3) trustees, and the appointnents shall be nade so
that one (1) trustee shall be appointed to serve until the first
Sat urday of March followi ng the appointnent, one (1) for tw (2)
years | onger, and one (1) for four (4) years longer. The board of

education of the county shall appoint two (2) trustees, the
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appointnments to be nade so that one (1) trustee shall be appointed
to serve until the first Saturday of March of the second year
foll ow ng the appointnent, and one (1) trustee for two (2) years

|l onger. After the original appointnments, the trustees of * * * a
speci al nmuni ci pal separate school district shall be elected for a

termof four (4) years, as * * * provided in this section.

However, in order to provide for an orderly transition, each

nenber of such boards serving on the date House Bill No.

2000 Requl ar Session, becones effective and whose term expires

after the first Monday of January 2004 shall continue to serve for

the remni nder of the unexpired term at which tine the vacancy

shall be filled in the manner provided in this section. Al

nenbers of the board of trustees shall take office on the first

Monday of January following the date of their election. Al * * *

menbers of the board of trustees shall be residents and qualified
el ectors of the school district. Al vacancies which nmay occur
during a termof office shall be filled by appointnment by the
remai ni ng menbers of the board of trustees, the appointee to have
the sane qualifications as other nenbers of the board. The

appoi ntment shall be nade within thirty (30) days after the
vacancy occurs. The person so appointed shall serve only until
his successor shall have qualified. The successor to serve the

remai nder of the unexpired termshall be elected on the first

Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber next follow ng the

occurrence of the vacancy in the sanme nmanner as provi ded for by

Sections 37-7-223 through 37-7-229.

SECTION 5. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp

shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
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or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and

ext ended.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after January 1, 2003, if it is effectuated on or before that
date under Section 5 of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended
and extended. If it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended, after January 1,
2003, this act shall take effect and be in force fromand after
the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting Rights

Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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