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Eakes To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 436

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-19-56.5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO AUTHORI ZE THE SURVI VI NG SPOUSE OF A DECEASED PERSON WHO WAS
| SSUED A PURPLE HEART MEDAL DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAG TO APPLY FOR
OR RETAI'N SUCH DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAG AND TO CONTI NUE ANNUALLY TO
RENEW REG STRATI ON FOR ONE SUCH MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAG FOR AS
LONG AS THE SPOUSE REMAI NS UNVARRI ED; TO PROVI DE THAT SUCH
DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAG | SSUED TO A SURVI VI NG SPOUSE SHALL BE
EXEMPT FROM ALL AD VALOREM AND PRI VI LEGE TAXES; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 3. Section 27-19-56.5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.5. In recognition of the patriotic service rendered
by M ssi ssippi ans who survived the attack on Pearl Harbor and by
M ssi ssi ppi ans who are recipients of the Purple Heart Medal, any
such person is privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive notor
vehicle license plate or tag identifying himas a Pearl Harbor
survivor or a Purple Heart Medal recipient. The distinctive
pl ates or tags shall be of a color and design designated by the
Tax Conmi ssi on.

The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the Tax
Comm ssion and shall be issued through the tax collectors of the
counties in the sane manner as are other notor vehicle |icense

plates or tags. A tag fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00), in
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addition to all other taxes and fees, shall be collected by the

tax collector for the Pearl Harbor distinctive tag. Distinctive
tags issued to Purple Heart Medal recipients under the provisions
of this section shall be exenpt fromad val oremtaxes, privilege

taxes and all other taxes and fees. The surviving spouse of a

deceased person who was issued a Purple Heart Medal distinctive

license plate or tag under this section shall be entitled to apply

for or retain such license tag and may conti nue annually to renew

registration for one (1) such distinctive notor vehicle license

plate or tag for as long as the spouse renains unnmarried. At the

tinme of application or renewal registration, a surviving spouse

who desires to retain such distinctive plate or tag shall file

with the county tax collector a sworn statenent that the spouse is

unmarried, and any such vehicle when so registered shall be exenpt

fromall ad valorem and privilege taxes. The tax collector shal

forward the additional fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) charged for
i ssuance of a Pear|l Harbor distinctive tag to the Tax Comm ssion
whi ch shall deposit such fee to the credit of the State Genera

Fund. An applicant for a distinctive tag under this section shal

present to the issuing official either (a) witten proof that the
applicant is an honorably discharged former nmenber of one of the
Armed Forces of the United States and, while serving in the Arned
Forces of the United States, was present during the attack on the
i sland of Oahu, Territory of Hawaii, on Decenber 7, 1941, between
the hours of 7:55 a.m and 9:45 a.m, Hawaii time, or (b) witten
proof that the applicant is a Purple Heart Medal recipient. The
distinctive |icense plates or tags so issued shall be used only

upon a personally or jointly owned private passenger vehicle (to
i ncl ude station wagons, recreational notor vehicles and pickup

trucks) registered in the nane, or jointly in the nane, of the

person nmaki ng application therefor, and when issued to such person
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shal |l be used upon the vehicle for which issued in lieu of the
standard license plate or license tag normally issued for such
vehi cl e.

The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable
bet ween notor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a
vehicl e bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
ot herwi se di spose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by
such owner and returned to the tax collector.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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