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HOUSE BI LL NO. 423

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-299, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT CANDI DATES FOR STATE AND COUNTY ELECTED OFFI CES
SHALL QUALI FY SI XTY DAYS BEFORE AN ELECTI ON; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-299, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-299. (1) Assessnents nade pursuant to paragraphs (a),
(b) and (c) of Section 23-15-297, and assessnents made pursuant to
par agraph (d) of Section 23-15-297 for legislative offices for
districts conposed of nore than one (1) county or parts of nore
than one (1) county, shall be paid by each candidate to the
secretary of the state executive commttee with which the

candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m sixty (60) days before the

date fixed by law for the primary election * * * or on the date of

the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office,
whi chever is earlier.

(2) Assessnents made pursuant to paragraphs (d) and (e) of
Section 23-15-297, other than assessnents nade for |egislative
offices for districts containing nore than one (1) county or parts
of nore than one (1) county, shall be paid by each candidate to

the circuit clerk of such candidate's county of residence by 5:00
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p.m sixty (60) days before the date fixed by law for the prinmary

el ection * * * or on the date of the qualifying deadline provided
by statute for the office, whichever is earlier. The circuit clerk
shall forward the fee and all necessary information to the
secretary of the proper county executive conmttee within two (2)
busi ness days.

(3) Assessnents made pursuant to paragraphs (f) and (g) of
Section 23-15-297 nust be paid by each candidate to the Secretary
of the State Executive Conmittee with which the candidate is
affiliated by 5:00 p.m on Friday, January 26, 1996, for the
presidential preference primary in 1996 and nust be paid sixty
(60) days before the presidential preference primary in the years
after 1996. Assessnents nade pursuant to paragraphs (f) and (Q)
of Section 23-15-297, in years when a presidential preference
primary is not being held, shall be paid by each candidate to the
Secretary of the State Executive Commttee with which the

candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m sixty (60) days before the

date fixed by law for the primary election * * *,

(4) The fees paid pursuant to subsections (1), (2) and (3)
of this section shall be acconpanied by a witten statenent
cont ai ning the name and address of the candidate, the party with
which he or she is affiliated, and the office for which he or she
is a candi date.

(5) The secretary or circuit clerk to whomthe paynents are
made shall pronptly receipt for sanme stating the office for which
the candi date maki ng paynent is running and the political party
with which he or she is affiliated, and he or she shall keep an
item zed account in detail showi ng the exact tine and date of the
recei pt of each payment received by himor her and, where
applicable, the date of the postmark on the envel ope cont ai ni ng

the fee and fromwhom and for what office the party payi ng sane
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i s a candidate.

(6) The secretaries of the proper executive comrittee shal
hold the funds to be finally disposed of by order of their
respective executive commttees. The funds nmay be used or
di sbursed by the executive conmttee receiving sane to pay al
necessary traveling or other necessary expenses of the nenbers of
the executive commttee incurred in discharging their duties as

comm tteenmen, and of their secretary and nmay pay the secretary a

reasonabl e sal ary.

(7) Upon receipt of the proper fee and all necessary
i nformation, the proper executive comrittee shall then determ ne
whet her or not each candidate is a qualified elector, and whet her
any candi date has been convicted of any crine listed in Section
241, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, or is a fugitive from
justice for this state or any other state, and the charge upon
whi ch a candi date has fl ed has not been dism ssed. |f the proper
executive conmttee finds that a candidate is not a qualified
el ector, or that the candi date has been convicted of any crine
listed in Section 241, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, and not
par doned nor has served his or her sentence, or is a fugitive from
justice as aforesaid, then the nane of the candi date shall not be
pl aced upon the ballot.

Where there is but one (1) candidate, the proper executive
commttee when the tine has expired within which the names of
candi dates shall be furnished shall declare such candidate the
nom nee.

SECTION 2. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp

shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
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or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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