M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Ford To: Juvenile Justice

HOUSE BI LL NO. 345
(As Passed t he House)

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-27-20, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 VWH CH CREATES THE DI VI SION OF COMWUNI TY SERVI CES OF THE DEPARTMENT
3 OF YOUTH SERVI CES AND | TS DI RECTOR AND PRESCRI BES THEI R PONERS AND
4 DUTIES, TO PROVI DE THAT SECTI ON 43-27-20, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF

5 1972, SHALL STAND REPEALED ON JULY 1, 2003; TO AMEND SECTI ON 2,

6 CHAPTER 552, LAWS OF 1998, TO DELETE THE CURRENT REPEALER ON

7 SECTION 43-27-20, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972; AND FOR RELATED

8 PURPGCSES.

9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
10 SECTION 1. Section 43-27-20, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

11 anended as foll ows:

12 43-27-20. (a) Wthin the Departnment of Youth Services there
13 shall be a Division of Conmunity Services which shall be headed by
14 a director appointed by and responsible to the Director of the

15 Departnment of Youth Services. He shall hold a naster's degree in
16 social work or a related field and shall have no | ess than three
17 (3) years' experience in social services, or in lieu of such

18 degree and experience, he shall have a m ninum of eight (8) years'
19 experience in social work or a related field. He shall enploy and
20 assign the comunity workers to serve in the various areas in the
21 state and any ot her supporting personnel necessary to carry out
22 the duties of the Division of Coormunity Services.
23 (b) The Director of the Division of Cormunity Services shal
24 assign probation and aftercare workers to the youth court or
25 famly court judges of the various court districts upon the
26 request of the individual judge on the basis of casel oad and need,
27 when funds are available. The probation and aftercare workers
28 shall live in their respective districts except upon approval of
29 the Director of the Division of Community Services. The Director
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of the Division of Community Services is authorized to assign a
yout h services counselor to a district other than the district in
whi ch the youth services counselor |ives upon the approval of the
youth court judge of the assigned district and the Director of the
D vision of Youth Services. Every placenent shall be with the
approval of the youth court or the famly court judge, and a
probati on and aftercare worker nay be renoved for cause froma
youth or famly court district.

(c) Any counties or cities which, on July 1, 1973, have
court counselors or simlar personnel nmay continue using this
personnel or may choose to cone within the statew de franmework.

(d) A probation and aftercare worker nmay be transferred by
the division fromone court to another after consultation with the
judge or judges in the court to which the enployee is currently
assi gned.

(e) The Division of Comrunity Services shall have such
duties as the Departnment of Youth Services shall assign to it
whi ch shall include, but not be Iimted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) Preparing the social, educational and hone-life
hi story and ot her diagnostic reports on the child for the benefit
of the court or the training school; however, this provision shal
not abridge the power of the court to require simlar services
from ot her agencies, according to | aw.

(2) Serving in counseling capacities with the youth or
famly courts.

(3) Serving as probation agents for the youth or famly
courts.

(4) Serving, advising and counseling of children in the
various institutions under the control of the Division of Juvenile
Correctional Institutions as nay be necessary to the placenent of
the children in proper environnent after rel ease and the placenent
of children in suitable jobs where necessary and proper.

(5) Supervising and guiding of children rel eased or
conditionally released frominstitutions under the control of the
Di vi sion of Juvenile Correctional Institutions.

(6) Counseling in an aftercare program

(7) Coordinating the activities of supporting conmunity
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agencies which aid in the social adjustnment of children rel eased
fromthe institution and in an aftercare program

(8) Providing or arrangi ng for necessary services
| eading to the rehabilitation of delinquents, either within the
di vi sion or through cooperative arrangenents wth other
appropri ate agenci es.

(9) Providing counseling and supervision for any child
under ten (10) years of age who has been brought to the attention
of the court when other suitable personnel is not avail able and
upon request of the court concerned.

(10) Supervising the aftercare program and meki ng
revocation investigations at the request of the court.

(f) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2003.

SECTION 2. Section 2, Chapter 552, Laws of 1998, is anended
as follows:

Section 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 1998 * * *,

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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