M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Ford To: Agriculture; Ganme and
Fi sh

HOUSE BI LL NO. 336
(As Passed t he House)

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 79-22-9, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
2 EXTEND THE REPEALER DATE ON THE PROVI SI ON OF LAW THAT AUTHORI ZES
3 THE DEPARTMENT OF ACRI CULTURE AND COMMERCE TO | SSUE PERM TS FOR A
4 GAME FI SH PI LOT PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPGOSES.
5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. Section 79-22-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
7 anmended as foll ows:
8 79-22-9. (1) An aquaculturist shall obtain a cultivation
9 and marketing permt for cultured aquatic products produced from
10 the follow ng aquatic plants and ani nal s:
11 (a) Al nonnative aquatic plants and ani mals, including
12 those that are well established in limted or extensive areas of
13 natural |akes, rivers and streans in this state;
14 (b) Fish classified as ganme fish in M ssissippi;
15 however, except as authorized in subsection (2), the departnent
16 shall not issue any such permts for the foll ow ng game fish
17 bl ack bass, bream crappie, flathead catfish, walleye and al
18 nenbers of the famly Centrarchi dae and Perci dae;
19 (c) Endangered, threatened or protected species;
20 (d) Any aquatic plants or animals which have been
21 genetically nodified or are to be genetically nodified by neans
22 other than breeding and crossbreedi ng.
23 (2) The departnent is authorized, after consultation with
24 the Department of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks, the Departnent of
25 Marine Resources and the Division of Agriculture, Forestry and
26 Veterinary Medicine at M ssissippi State University, to issue five
27 (5) cultivation and marketing permts for the production and sale
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of hybrid bream (Lepom s spp.) and hybrid black stripe crappie
(Ponoxis spp.) in a pilot programas prescribed by the
departnment's regul ations. Such cultured gane fish shall be
mar ket ed t hrough an approved processing facility in a |abel ed
package and shall remain in the original package when displ ayed
for sale.

Thi s subsection (2) shall stand repealed fromand after July
1, 2008S8.

(3) The departnent shall not issue the permts required in
this section until the department approves the proposed
aquacul ture facility design or the actual facility and such
permts shall only be issued to citizens of the United States.
The departnent shall inspect the aquaculture facility prior to the
i ntroduction of the aquatic products to be cultured to insure
conpliance with the approved permt specifications. The
departnment may al so conduct periodic inspections of all facilities
engaged in the propagation of nonnative species to insure that
operational activities conply with approved permt specifications.
Al required permts shall be renewed annually. For a resident of
M ssi ssippi, the fee for a marketing or cultivation permt shall
not exceed One Hundred Dol |l ars ($100.00) for each species of
aquatic products produced. The fee for a marketing or cultivation
permt issued to a nonresident of M ssissippi shall equal the
anount inposed by the nonresident's state for such permt on a
resi dent of M ssissippi.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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