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Jenni ngs To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 310

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO DI SPLAY THE
TEN COVVANDMENTS | N CLASSROOMS AND OTHER AREAS OF PUBLI C SCHOQLS;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SS| PPI :

SECTION 1. (1) The Legislature finds the follow ng:

(a) The Declaration of |Independence decl ares that
governments are instituted to secure certain unalienable rights,
including life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, with which
all human beings are endowed by their Creator and to which they
are entitled by the laws of nature and of nature's God.

(b) The organic laws of the United States Code and the
constitutions of every state, using various expressions, recognize
God as the source of the blessings of |iberty.

(c) The First Anendnent to the Constitution of the
United States secures rights against |aws respecting an
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise
t her eof .

(d) The Tenth Anendnent reserves to the states,
respectively, the powers not delegated to the United States
government nor prohibited to the states.

(e) House Resolution 4154 of the One Hundred Fifth
Congress of the United States provides that the power to display
the Ten Conmandnents on or within property owned or admi nistered
by a state is declared to be anong the powers reserved to the
st at es.

(2) The school board of a local school district may
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aut horize the display of the Ten Commandnents in classroons and in

ot her public areas of school buildings and facilities.

SECTION 2. This act shal
and after July 1, 2000.
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take effect and be in force from



