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HOUSE BI LL NO. 31
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 37-101-13, 37-29-1 AND 37-29-63,

M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF
H GHER LEARNI NG AND COVMUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLEGES TO OFFER ANY
ACADEM C OR VOCATI ONAL TRAI NI NG COURSE OR PROGRAM OF STUDY VH CH
WOULD HAVE A PCSI TI VE | MPACT UPON THE ECONOM C | NTERESTS OF

M SSI SSI PPl ; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 37-101-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-101-13. It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees of
State Institutions of H gher Learning to begin imedi ately a
conprehensi ve study of the role and scope of all of the various
institutions under its jurisdiction, including a detailed study of
the prograns of study, degrees and courses offered. Follow ng the
conpl etion of such study, the board shall nmake such adjustnents as
may be found to be necessary in the prograns of the various
institutions, to the end that the broadest possible educati onal
opportunities shall be offered to the citizens of this state
wi t hout inefficient and needl ess duplication. The board shall,

t hrough such officers of the board and through such procedures as
it shall see fit to establish, exercise continuing jurisdiction
and control over the establishnment of new courses of study, new
departnments and new functions and activities in each institution
so that the growm h and devel opnment of the program of higher
education in the state shall proceed in an orderly and rational
manner, inefficient and needl ess duplication my be avoi ded, and

new expanded prograns wi ||l be undertaken only as the same may

beconme justified, based upon objective criteria to be established
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by the board. The board shall authorize any institution under its

jurisdiction to offer any acadenic or vocational training course

or program of study, the teaching of which, in the board's

deternination, would have a positive inpact upon industry and the

economi c interests of the State of Mssissippi. |In carrying out

t he purposes of this section, particular attention shall be given
to the extension prograns of the various institutions. The board,
in conjunction with the chancellor and presidents of the
institutions of higher learning, shall take such steps as may be
necessary to i nprove and coordi nate such prograns and shal
exerci se such direct control over the establishnent, organization,
operation and granting of credit for such prograns as may be
necessary to acconplish such purposes.

SECTION 2. Section 37-29-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-29-1. (1) The creation, establishnent, maintenance and
operation of comunity and junior colleges is authorized. From
and after May 1, 1998, conmunity and junior colleges may admt
students if they have earned one (1) unit |ess than the nunber of
units required for high school graduation established by State
Board of Education policy or have earned a CGeneral Education
D ploma (GED) in courses correlated to those of senior colleges or
prof essi onal schools. They shall offer education and training
preparatory for occupations such as agriculture, industry,
busi ness, honmemaki ng and for other occupations on the

sem - prof essi onal and vocational -technical |level. The comunity

and junior colleges may offer any academ c or vocational training

course or program of study, the teaching of which, in the

deternination of the board of trustees of the community or junior

college district, wuld have a positive inpact upon industry and

the economic interest of the State of Mssissippi. They may offer

courses and services to students regardl ess of their previous
educational attainnment or further academ c pl ans.

(2) The boards of trustees of the community and juni or
college districts are authorized to establish a dual enroll nment
program under whi ch high school students neeting the requirenents

prescri bed herein may enroll at a comrunity or junior college
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while they are still attending high school and enrolled in high
school courses. Students may be admitted to enroll in comunity
or junior college courses under the dual enrollnent programif
they nmeet the follow ng recomrended admi ssion requirenments:

(a) Students nust have conpleted a m ni num of fourteen
(14) core high school units;

(b) Students nust have a m ni mrum ACT conposite score of
twenty-one (21) or the equival ent SAT score;

(c) Students nust have a 3.0 grade point average on a
4.0 scale, or better, on all high school courses, as docunented by
an official high school transcript; a honme-school ed student nust
submit a transcript prepared by a parent, guardian or custodian
with a signed, sworn affidavit to nmeet the requirenent of this
par agraph (c); and

(d) Students nust have an unconditional witten
recommendati on fromtheir high school principal and/or guidance
counsel or. A hone-school ed student nust submit a parent, |egal
guardi an or custodian's witten reconmendation to neet the
requi renent of this paragraph (d).

Students may be considered for the dual enrollnment program
who have not conpleted the m nimum of fourteen (14) core high
school units if they have a m ni mum ACT conposite score of thirty
(30) or the equival ent SAT score, and have the required grade
poi nt average and reconmendati ons prescri bed above.

Students admtted in the dual enrollnent program shall be
counted for m ni mum program fundi ng purposes in the average daily
attendance of the public school district in which they attend high
school. Any additional transportation required by a student to
participate in the dual enrollnment programshall be the
responsi bility of the parents or |egal guardians of the student.
Grades and college credits earned by students admitted to the dua
enrol | ment program shall be recorded on the college transcript at

the community or junior college where the student attends cl asses.

H B. No. 31
00\ HR40\ R127
PAGE 3



99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131

The transcript of such college course work nay be rel eased to
anot her institution or used for coll ege graduation requirenents
only after the student has received his high school diploma.

(3) The boards of trustees of the community and juni or
college districts are authorized to establish an early adm ssion
program under which applicants neeting all requirenments prescribed
in subsection (2)(a), (c) and (d) and have a m ni num ACT conposite
score of twenty-six (26) or the equival ent SAT score may be
admtted as full-tinme college students if the principal or
gui dance counsel |l or of the student recomends in witing that it
is in the best educational interest of the student. Such
recommendati on shall also state that the student's age will not
keep himfrom being a successful full-tinme college student.
Students admtted in the early adm ssion program shall not be
counted for m ni mum program fundi ng purposes in the average daily
attendance of the school district in which they reside, and
transportation required by a student to participate in the early
adm ssion program shall be the responsibility of the parents or
| egal guardi ans of the student. G ades and college credits earned
by students admtted to the early adm ssion program shall be
recorded on the college transcript at the conmmunity or junior
col | ege where the student attends classes, and nay be rel eased to
anot her institution or used for coll ege graduation requirenents
only after the student has successfully conpleted one (1) ful
senmester of course work.

(4) In addition to the foregoing, the community and junior
col | eges shall provide, through courses or other acceptable
educati onal neasures, the general education necessary to
i ndi vi dual s and groups which will tend to nake them capabl e of
living satisfactory |ives consistent with the ideals of a
denocratic society.

SECTION 3. Section 37-29-63, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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37-29-63. The president of any junior college shall have the
power to recommend to the board of trustees all teachers to be
enployed in the district. He may renpve or suspend any nenber of
the faculty subject to the approval of the trustees. He shall be
t he general nmanager of all fiscal and adm nistrative affairs of
the district with full authority to select, direct, enploy and
di scharge any and all enpl oyees other than teachers; however, the
board may make provi sions and establish policies for |eave for
faculty nenbers and ot her key personnel.

The president shall have the authority, subject to the
provi sions of Sections 37-29-1 through 37-29-273 and t he approval
of the trustees, to arrange and survey courses of study, fix
schedul es, and establish and enforce rules and discipline for the

governing of teachers and students. The president nay recomend

to the board of trustees any acadenic or vocational training

course or program of study, the teaching of which, in the

president's determ nation, would have a positive inmpact upon

i ndustry and the economic interests of the State of M ssissippi.

He shall be the general custodian of the property of the district.
SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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