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To:  Judiciary, Division A; 

Appropriations 

MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE                        REGULAR SESSION 2025   
 
By:  Senator(s) Blackmon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 2486 

 
 
 

 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 99-13-11, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, 1 
TO PROVIDE THAT ANY COST OR EXPENSE IN CONNECTION WITH A MENTAL 2 
EXAMINATION OF AN INDIGENT DEFENDANT SHALL BE PAID BY THE STATE; 3 
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 4 

 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI: 5 

 SECTION 1.  Section 99-13-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is 6 

amended as follows: 7 

 99-13-11.  (1)  In any criminal action in which the mental 8 

competency of a person charged with a felony is in question, the 9 

circuit or county court or judge in vacation on motion duly made 10 

by the defendant or the district attorney, or on the motion of the 11 

court or judge, may order the person to submit to a mental 12 

examination by a competent psychiatrist or psychologist selected 13 

by the court to determine his ability to make a defense * * *. 14 

 (2)  (a)  For defendants who are not indigent, any cost or 15 

expense in connection with such mental examination shall be paid 16 

by the county in which the criminal action is pending. 17 
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ST:  Mental examinations; require state to pay 
costs for indigent defendants where examination 

is court-ordered. 

  (b)  For indigent defendants, any cost or expense in 18 

connection with such mental examination shall be paid by the 19 

state. 20 

 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from 21 

and after July 1, 2025. 22 


