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To:  Tourism 

MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE                        REGULAR SESSION 2025   
 
By:  Representative Hood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE 

FOR 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1405 

 
 
 

 AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE DIVISION OF TOURISM OF THE MISSISSIPPI 1 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH A STATEWIDE MISSISSIPPI "GOSPEL 2 
MUSIC TRAIL" INFRASTRUCTURE TO OFFER TO TOURISTS AND TARGETED 3 
GROUPS A STRUCTURED TOUR OF MISSISSIPPI GOSPEL MUSIC HISTORICAL 4 
SITES AND PERFORMANCE VENUES; TO AUTHORIZE THE DIVISION TO 5 
DESIGNATE AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MISSISSIPPI GOSPEL MUSIC TRAIL 6 
HISTORICAL MARKERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 7 

 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI: 8 

 SECTION 1.  (1)  The Division of Tourism of the Mississippi 9 

Development Authority shall do the following: 10 

  (a)  Make an inventory of assets making up the gospel 11 

music culture that could be developed into a program for domestic 12 

and international tourism and opportunities for investment. 13 

  (b)  Establish a statewide Mississippi "Gospel Music 14 

Trail" infrastructure to offer to tourists and targeted groups a 15 

structured tour of Mississippi gospel music historical sites and 16 

performance venues. 17 

  (c)  Designate specific sites for the erection of 18 

appropriate Mississippi Gospel Music Trail markers to offer to 19 

tourists and targeted groups a structured tour of Mississippi 20 
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gospel music historical sites and performance venues.  The text 21 

for the Mississippi Gospel Music Trail markers must be approved by 22 

the division.  The Mississippi Department of Transportation shall 23 

cooperate with the division by erecting and maintaining the 24 

markers that have been approved by the division. 25 

  (d)  Coordinate the Mississippi Gospel Music Trail 26 

program with organizations and other entities in order to share 27 

resources and information to ensure a comprehensive approach to 28 

marketing the gospel music and gospel music culture in 29 

Mississippi. 30 

  (e)  Coordinate the Mississippi Gospel Music Trail 31 

marketing plan with any existing state historic preservation 32 

program in order to identify and preserve gospel music historic 33 

properties and determine the eligibility of such properties for 34 

listing on the National Register of Historic Places, and prepare 35 

nominations of such sites. 36 

 For purposes of this section, the term "gospel music" means 37 

gospel, Christian, praise and worship, and related music genres 38 

and the culture that created it. 39 

 (2)  The Division of Tourism of the Mississippi Development 40 

Authority shall submit a report, including any proposed 41 

legislation, to the Governor and to the Legislature before the 42 

convening of the 2026 Regular Session.  The report must include a 43 

comprehensive state plan for marketing gospel music history as 44 

specifically provided for in this section. 45 
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ST:  Gospel Music Trail; require MDA Division of 
Tourism to create. 

 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect and be in force from 46 

and after its passage. 47 


