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To:  Corrections 

MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE                        REGULAR SESSION 2025   
 
By:  Representatives Currie, Jackson (11th), 

Karriem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1001 

 
 
 

 AN ACT TO CREATE THE "MISSISSIPPI INMATE LABOR ACCOUNTABILITY 1 
AND REHABILITATION ACT"; TO DEFINE CERTAIN TERMS; TO AUTHORIZE THE 2 
COMMISSIONER OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, TO 3 
ALLOW THE SALE OF ALL GOODS, WARES, SERVICES OR MERCHANDISE 4 
MANUFACTURED BY INMATES TO BE SOLD IN A CERTAIN MANNER; TO REQUIRE 5 
THE PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE SHALL BE ALLOCATED IN A CERTAIN MANNER; 6 
TO REQUIRE THE COMMISSIONER OF THE DEPARTMENT TO ESTABLISH AN 7 
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE TYPES OF GOODS AND 8 
SERVICES PRODUCED AND SOLD BY INMATES; TO REQUIRE CERTAIN 9 

REPORTING OF THE DEPARTMENT CONCERNING GOODS AND SERVICES SOLD BY 10 
INMATES; TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT TO PROVIDE CERTAIN EDUCATIONAL 11 
PROGRAMS AND FINANCIAL LITERACY TRAINING TO INMATES; AND FOR 12 
RELATED PURPOSES. 13 

 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI: 14 

 SECTION 1.  Short Title. 15 

 This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Mississippi 16 

Inmate Labor Accountability and Rehabilitation Act." 17 

 SECTION 2.  Findings and Purpose. 18 

 (1)  The Legislature recognizes the importance of providing 19 

inmates with opportunities for productive work while also ensuring 20 

that the proceeds from such work support their rehabilitation and 21 

financial obligations. 22 
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 (2)  This act aims to regulate the sale of goods and services 23 

produced by inmates in a manner that is consistent with their 24 

rehabilitation needs and responsibilities. 25 

 SECTION 3.  Definitions. 26 

 For purposes of this act, the following words and phrases 27 

shall have the meanings ascribed unless the context clearly 28 

requires otherwise: 29 

  (a)  "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of the 30 

Mississippi Department of Corrections. 31 

  (b)  "Department" means the Mississippi Department of 32 

Corrections.   33 

  (c)  "Goods and services" means any products or services 34 

manufactured, mined, or provided by inmates. 35 

  (d)  "Inmate" means any person incarcerated in the 36 

Mississippi Department of Corrections. 37 

  (e)  "Rehabilitation needs" means the financial 38 

obligations and responsibilities of inmates, including fines, 39 

restitution fees, technical violation fees, and repayment of 40 

entitlement benefits such as child support. 41 

 SECTION 4.  Regulation of Production and Sale.  42 

 (1)  At the discretion of the Commissioner of the Mississippi 43 

Department of Corrections, all goods, wares, services, or 44 

merchandise manufactured, mined, or offered in whole or in part by 45 

inmates shall be sold in a manner that is congruent with the 46 

identified rehabilitation needs of inmate clubs and club members. 47 
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 (2)  The proceeds from the sale of such goods and services 48 

shall be allocated first to fulfill the financial obligations of 49 

inmates, including: 50 

  (a)  Repayment of fines; 51 

  (b)  Restitution fees; 52 

  (c)  Technical violation fees; and 53 

  (d)  Repayment of entitlement benefits such as child 54 

support. 55 

 SECTION 5.  Oversight and Approval Process. 56 

 (1)  The commissioner shall establish an oversight committee 57 

to review and approve the types of goods and services that may be 58 

produced and sold by inmates. 59 

 (2)  This committee shall evaluate the alignment of proposed 60 

sales with the rehabilitation needs and financial obligations of 61 

the inmates involved. 62 

 SECTION 6.  Transparency and Reporting. 63 

 (1)  The Mississippi Department of Corrections shall publish 64 

an annual report detailing the following: 65 

  (a)  The types of goods and services produced by 66 

inmates; 67 

  (b)  The sales generated; and  68 

  (c)  The allocation of proceeds towards inmate financial 69 

obligations. 70 

 (2)  This report shall be made available to the public to 71 

promote transparency and accountability. 72 
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 SECTION 7.  Rehabilitation and Support Services. 73 

 (1)  The department shall provide educational programs and 74 

financial literacy training to inmates involved in production 75 

work, ensuring they understand the implications of their financial 76 

obligations. 77 

 (2)  Inmates participating in the programs set out under this 78 

section shall receive incentives, such as reduced time for good 79 

behavior or credits towards their sentences, to encourage 80 

engagement. 81 

 SECTION 8.  Severability.  82 

 If any provision of this act is found to be unconstitutional 83 

or invalid, the remaining provisions shall continue in full force 84 

and effect.  85 

 SECTION 9.  This act shall take effect and be in force from 86 

and after its passage. 87 


