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Adopted
COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO 1 PROPOSED TO

House Bill No. 1303

BY: Committee

AMEND title on lines 6 and 13 by deleting the following:

"73-15-29, 73-3-339, 73-15-19 and 73-15-21".

AMEND title further on line 28 after the semicolon by
inserting the following: "TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 73-15-29, 73-

3-339, 73-15-19 AND 73-15-21, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT;".

AMEND further on line 50 by inserting " (1)" behind the "73-

77-5".

AMEND further on line 56 by inserting the following: "The
provisions of this act shall not apply to the admission or
reinstatement of any person to The Mississippi Bar as an attorney

in good standing authorized to practice law.

24/HR26/HB1303A.1J 0 0 OO O 0
PAGE 1
(BS/KW)



12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

277

28

29

30

31

32

33

(2) The provisions of this act shall not apply to the

provisions of the Nurse Licensure Compact in Section 73-15-201."

AMEND further by inserting the following after line 84:

"Nothing in this section shall preclude any board, commission

or other licensing entity from granting licenses to individuals

convicted of disqualifying convictions, after considering the

factors listed under this subsection (2)."

AMEND further on line 91 by inserting the following:
" ( * * *5) The provisions of this act shall not apply to the
admission or reinstatement of any person to The Mississippi Bar as
an attorney in good standing authorized to practice law.

(6) The provisions of this act shall not apply to the

provisions of the Nurse Licensure Compact in Section 73-15-201."

AMEND further on line 129 and 130 by deleting all underlined
language and inserting in lieu thereof, the following: "This
section shall not apply to the admission or reinstatement of any
person to The Mississippli Bar as an attorney in good standing
authorized to practice law.

(7) The provisions of this act shall not apply to the

provisions of the Nurse Licensure Compact in Section 73-15-201."

AMEND FURTHER on line 504 by deleting Section 10 in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof:
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"SECTION 10. Section 73-3-339, Mississippi Code of 1972, 1is
brought forward as follows:

73-3-339. Whenever any attorney subject to the disciplinary
jurisdiction of the court shall be convicted in any state court or
in any federal court, or enter a plea of guilty or a plea of nolo
contendere therein, of any felony other than manslaughter or any
violation of the United States Internal Revenue Code, or of any
offense involving fraud, dishonesty, misrepresentation, deceit,
failure to account for money or property of a client, or of any
offense involving moral turpitude, a certified copy of the
Jjudgment of conviction shall be presented to the court by the
Board of Commissioners. Upon the presentation of such certified
copy of judgment, the court shall forthwith strike the name of the
attorney so convicted or who entered such a plea from the rolls of
The Mississippi Bar and order his immediate suspension from
practice, pending an appeal and final disposition of disciplinary
proceedings. Such attorney will be reinstated immediately upon
the reversal of his conviction for the offense that has resulted
in his automatic suspension, but such reinstatement shall not
terminate any disciplinary proceeding then pending against the
attorney.

A certified copy of the final judgment of conviction of an
attorney for any offense hereinabove specified shall be conclusive
evidence of his guilt of that offense in any disciplinary
proceeding instituted against him and based on said conviction.
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Upon the conviction of an attorney, or the entry by him of a
plea of nolo contendere, for the above offenses, excluding
manslaughter or any violation of the United States Internal
Revenue Code, the Board of Commissioners shall immediately direct
complaint counsel to institute a disciplinary proceeding in which
the sole issue to be determined will be the extent of the final
discipline to be imposed; provided, however, a disciplinary
proceeding so instituted shall not be brought to hearing until all
appeals from such conviction have been concluded.

The judge of any court within this state in which an attorney
has been convicted for any of the above enumerated offenses shall
cause to be transmitted to the court and to the Board of

Commissioners a certified copy of the judgment of conviction."

AMEND further on line 1068, 5251 and 5402 by deleting
Sections 73-15-29, 73-15-19 and 73-15-21 and inserting lieu
thereof the following:

"SECTION 14. Section 73-15-29, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

73-15-29. (1) The board shall have power to revoke, suspend
or refuse to renew any license issued by the board, or to revoke
or suspend any privilege to practice, or to deny an application
for a license, or to fine, place on probation and/or discipline a
licensee, in any manner specified in this article, upon proof that

such person:
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(a) Has committed fraud or deceit in securing or
attempting to secure such license;

(b) Has been convicted of a felony, or a crime
involving moral turpitude or has had accepted by a court a plea of
nolo contendere to a felony or a crime involving moral turpitude
(a certified copy of the judgment of the court of competent
jurisdiction of such conviction or pleas shall be prima facie
evidence of such conviction);

(c) Has negligently or willfully acted in a manner
inconsistent with the health or safety of the persons under the
licensee's care;

(d) Has had a license or privilege to practice as a
registered nurse or a licensed practical nurse suspended or
revoked in any jurisdiction, has voluntarily surrendered such
license or privilege to practice in any jurisdiction, has been
placed on probation as a registered nurse or licensed practical
nurse in any Jjurisdiction or has been placed under a disciplinary
order (s) in any manner as a registered nurse or licensed practical
nurse in any jurisdiction, (a certified copy of the order of
suspension, revocation, probation or disciplinary action shall be
prima facie evidence of such action);

(e) Has negligently or willfully practiced nursing in a
manner that fails to meet generally accepted standards of such

nursing practice;
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(f) Has negligently or willfully violated any order,
rule or regulation of the board pertaining to nursing practice or
licensure;

(g) Has falsified or in a repeatedly negligent manner
made incorrect entries or failed to make essential entries on
records;

(h) Is addicted to or dependent on alcohol or other
habit-forming drugs or is a habitual user of narcotics,
barbiturates, amphetamines, hallucinogens, or other drugs having
similar effect, or has misappropriated any medication;

(i) Has a physical, mental or emotional condition that
renders the licensee unable to perform nursing services or duties
with reasonable skill and safety;

(J) Has engaged in any other conduct, whether of the
same or of a different character from that specified in this
article, that would constitute a crime as defined in Title 97 of
the Mississippi Code of 1972, as now or hereafter amended, and
that relates to such person's employment as a registered nurse or
licensed practical nurse;

(k) Engages in conduct likely to deceive, defraud or
harm the public;

(1) Engages in any unprofessional conduct as identified
by the board in its rules;

(m) Has violated any provision of this article;
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(n) Violation(s) of the provisions of Sections 41-121-1
through 41-121-9 relating to deceptive advertisement by health
care practitioners. This paragraph shall stand repealed on July
1, 2025; or

(o) Violation(s) of any provision of Title 41, Chapter
141, Mississippi Code of 1972.

(2) When the board finds any person unqualified because of
any of the grounds set forth in subsection (1) of this section, it
may enter an order imposing one or more of the following
penalties:

(a) Denying application for a license or other
authorization to practice nursing or practical nursing;

(b) Administering a reprimand;

(c) Suspending or restricting the license or other
authorization to practice as a registered nurse or licensed
practical nurse for up to two (2) years without review;

(d) Revoking the license or other authorization to
practice nursing or practical nursing;

(e) Requiring the disciplinee to submit to care,
counseling or treatment by persons and/or agencies approved or
designated by the board as a condition for initial, continued or
renewed licensure or other authorization to practice nursing or
practical nursing;

(f) Requiring the disciplinee to participate in a
program of education prescribed by the board as a condition for
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initial, continued or renewed licensure or other authorization to
practice;

(g) Requiring the disciplinee to practice under the
supervision of a registered nurse for a specified period of time;
or

(h) Imposing a fine not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00) .

(3) In addition to the grounds specified in subsection (1)
of this section, the board shall be authorized to suspend the
license or privilege to practice of any licensee for being out of
compliance with an order for support, as defined in Section
93-11-153. The procedure for suspension of a license or privilege
to practice for being out of compliance with an order for support,
and the procedure for the reissuance or reinstatement of a license
or privilege to practice suspended for that purpose, and the
payment of any fees for the reissuance or reinstatement of a
license or privilege to practice suspended for that purpose, shall
be governed by Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be.
If there is any conflict between any provision of Section
93-11-157 or 93-11-163 and any provision of this article, the
provisions of Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be,
shall control.

(4) If the public health, safety or welfare imperatively
requires emergency action and the board incorporates a finding to

that effect in an order, the board may order summary suspension of
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a license pending proceedings for revocation or other action.
These proceedings shall be promptly instituted and determined by
the board.

(5) The board may establish by rule an alternative to
discipline program for licensees who have an impairment as a
result of substance abuse or a mental health condition, which
program shall include at least the following components:

(a) Participation in the program is voluntary with the
licensee, and the licensee must enter the program before the board
holds a disciplinary action hearing regarding the licensee;

(b) The full cost of participation in the program,
including the cost of any care, counseling, treatment and/or
education received by the licensee, shall be borne by the
licensee;

(c) All of the procedures and records regarding the
licensee's participation in the program shall be confidential,
shall not be disclosed and shall be exempt from the provisions of
the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983; and

(d) A licensee may not participate in the program more
often than one (1) time during any period of five (5) years or
such longer period as set by the board.

(6) A nurse practitioner who provides a written
certification as authorized under the Mississippi Medical Cannabis

Act and in compliance with rules and regulations adopted
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thereunder shall not be subject to any disciplinary action under
this section solely due to providing the written certification.
SECTION 57. Section 73-15-19, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:
73-15-19. (1) Registered nurse applicant qualifications.
Any applicant for a license to practice as a registered nurse
shall submit to the board:

(a) An attested written application on a Board of
Nursing form;

(b) Written official evidence of completion of a
nursing program approved by the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Higher Learning, or one approved by a legal
accrediting agency of another state, territory or possession of
the United States, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country
which is satisfactory to this board;

(c) Evidence of competence in English related to
nursing, provided the first language is not English;

(d) Any other official records required by the board.

In addition to the requirements specified in paragraphs (a)
through (d) of this subsection, in order to qualify for a license
to practice as a registered nurse, an applicant must have
successfully been cleared for licensure through an investigation
that shall consist of a determination as to good moral character
and verification that the prospective licensee is not guilty of or
in violation of any statutory ground for denial of licensure as
24/HR26/HB1303A.1J 00 A O
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set forth in Section 73-15-29 or guilty of any offense specified
in Section 73-15-33. To assist the board in conducting its
licensure investigation, all applicants shall undergo a
fingerprint-based criminal history records check of the
Mississippi central criminal database and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation criminal history database. Each applicant shall
submit a full set of his or her fingerprints in a form and manner
prescribed by the board, which shall be forwarded to the
Mississippi Department of Public Safety (department) and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation Identification Division for this
purpose.

Any and all state or national criminal history records
information obtained by the board that is not already a matter of
public record shall be deemed nonpublic and confidential
information restricted to the exclusive use of the board, its
members, officers, investigators, agents and attorneys in
evaluating the applicant's eligibility or disqualification for
licensure, and shall be exempt from the Mississippi Public Records
Act of 1983. Except when introduced into evidence in a hearing
before the board to determine licensure, no such information or
records related thereto shall, except with the written consent of
the applicant or by order of a court of competent jurisdiction, be
released or otherwise disclosed by the board to any other person

or agency.
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The board shall provide to the department the fingerprints of
the applicant, any additional information that may be required by
the department, and a form signed by the applicant consenting to
the check of the criminal records and to the use of the
fingerprints and other identifying information required by the
state or national repositories.

The board shall charge and collect from the applicant, in
addition to all other applicable fees and costs, such amount as
may be incurred by the board in requesting and obtaining state and
national criminal history records information on the applicant.

The board may, in its discretion, refuse to accept the
application of any person who has been convicted of a criminal
offense under any provision of Title 97 of the Mississippi Code of
1972, as now or hereafter amended, or any provision of this
article.

(2) Licensure by examination. (a) Upon the board being
satisfied that an applicant for a license as a registered nurse
has met the qualifications set forth in subsection (1) of this
section, the board shall proceed to examine such applicant in such
subjects as the board shall, in its discretion, determine. The
subjects in which applicants shall be examined shall be in
conformity with curricula in schools of nursing approved by the
Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning, or one

approved by a legal accrediting agency of another state, territory
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or possession of the United States, the District of Columbia, or a
foreign country which is satisfactory to the board.

(b) The applicant shall be required to pass the written
examination as selected by the board.

(c) Upon successful completion of such examination, the
board shall issue to the applicant a license to practice as a
registered nurse.

(d) The board may use any part or all of the state
board test pool examination for registered nurse licensure, its
successor examination, or any other nationally standardized
examination identified by the board in its rules. The passing
score shall be established by the board in its rules.

(3) Licensure by endorsement. The board may issue a license
to practice nursing as a registered nurse without examination to
an applicant who has been duly licensed as a registered nurse
under the laws of another state, territory or possession of the
United States, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country if,
in the opinion of the board, the applicant meets the
qualifications required of licensed registered nurses in this
state and has previously achieved the passing score or scores on
the licensing examination required by this state, at the time of
his or her graduation. The issuance of a license by endorsement
to a military-trained applicant, military spouse or person who
establishes residence in this state shall be subject to the
provisions of Section 73-50-1 or 73-50-2, as applicable.
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(4) Requirements for rewriting the examination. The board
shall establish in its rules the requirements for rewriting the
examination for those persons failing the examination on the first
writing or subsequent rewriting.

(5) Fee. The applicant applying for a license by
examination or by endorsement to practice as a registered nurse
shall pay a fee not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) to the
board.

(6) Temporary permit. (a) The board may issue a temporary
permit to practice nursing to a graduate of an approved school of
nursing pending the results of the examination in Mississippi, and
to a qualified applicant from another state, territory or
possession of the United States, or District of Columbia, or
pending licensure procedures as provided for elsewhere in this
article. The fee shall not exceed Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00).

(b) The board may issue a temporary permit for a period
of ninety (90) days to a registered nurse who is currently
licensed in another state, territory or possession of the United
States or the District of Columbia and who is an applicant for
licensure by endorsement. Such permit is not renewable except by
board action. The issuance of a temporary permit to a
military-trained applicant, military spouse or person who
establishes residence in this state shall be subject to the

provisions of Section 73-50-1 or 73-50-2, as applicable.
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(c) The board may issue a temporary permit to a
graduate of an approved school of nursing pending the results of
the first licensing examination scheduled after application. Such
permit is not renewable except by board action.

(d) The board may issue a temporary permit for a period
of thirty (30) days to any registered nurse during the time
enrolled in a nursing reorientation program. This time period may
be extended by board action. The fee shall not exceed Twenty-five
Dollars ($25.00).

(e) The board may adopt such regulations as are
necessary to limit the practice of persons to whom temporary
permits are issued.

(7) Temporary license. The board may issue a temporary
license to practice nursing at a youth camp licensed by the State
Board of Health to nonresident registered nurses and retired
resident registered nurses under the provisions of Section
75-74-8.

(8) Title and abbreviation. Any person who holds a license
or holds the privilege to practice as a registered nurse in this
state shall have the right to use the title "registered nurse" and
the abbreviation "R.N." No other person shall assume such title
or use such abbreviation, or any words, letters, signs or devices
to indicate that the person using the same is a registered nurse.

(9) Registered nurses licensed under a previous law. Any
person holding a license to practice nursing as a registered nurse
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352 issued by this board which is valid on July 1, 1981, shall

353 thereafter be deemed to be licensed as a registered nurse under

354 the provisions of this article upon payment of the fee provided in

355 Section 73-15-27.

356 (10) Each application or filing made under this section

357 shall include the social security number (s) of the applicant in

358 accordance with Section 93-11-64.

359 SECTION 58. Section 73-15-21, Mississippi Code of 1972, is

360 brought forward as follows:

361 73-15-21. (1) Licensed practical nurse applicant

362 qualifications. Any applicant for a license to practice practical

363 nursing as a licensed practical nurse shall submit to the board:

364 (a) An attested written application on a Board of

365 Nursing form;

366 (b) A diploma from an approved high school or the

367 equivalent thereof, as determined by the appropriate educational

368 agency;

369 (c) Written official evidence of completion of a

370 practical nursing program approved by the State Department of

371 Education through its Division of Vocational Education, or one

372 approved by a legal accrediting agency of another state, territory

373 or possession of the United States, the District of Columbia, or a

374 foreign country which is satisfactory to this board;

375 (d) Evidence of competence in English related to

376 nursing, provided the first language is not English;
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(e) Any other official records required by the board.

In addition to the requirements specified in paragraphs (a)
through (e) of this subsection, in order to qualify for a license
to practice practical nursing as a licensed practical nurse, an
applicant must have successfully been cleared for licensure
through an investigation that shall consist of a determination as
to good moral character and verification that the prospective
licensee is not guilty of or in violation of any statutory ground
for denial of licensure as set forth in Section 73-15-29 or guilty
of any offense specified in Section 73-15-33. To assist the board
in conducting its licensure investigation, all applicants shall
undergo a fingerprint-based criminal history records check of the
Mississippi central criminal database and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation criminal history database. Each applicant shall
submit a full set of his or her fingerprints in a form and manner
prescribed by the board, which shall be forwarded to the
Mississippi Department of Public Safety (department) and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation Identification Division for this
purpose.

Any and all state or national criminal history records
information obtained by the board that is not already a matter of
public record shall be deemed nonpublic and confidential
information restricted to the exclusive use of the board, its
members, officers, investigators, agents and attorneys in
evaluating the applicant's eligibility or disqualification for
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licensure, and shall be exempt from the Mississippi Public Records
Act of 1983. Except when introduced into evidence in a hearing
before the board to determine licensure, no such information or
records related thereto shall, except with the written consent of
the applicant or by order of a court of competent jurisdiction, be
released or otherwise disclosed by the board to any other person
or agency.

The board shall provide to the department the fingerprints of
the applicant, any additional information that may be required by
the department, and a form signed by the applicant consenting to
the check of the criminal records and to the use of the
fingerprints and other identifying information required by the
state or national repositories.

The board shall charge and collect from the applicant, in
addition to all other applicable fees and costs, such amount as
may be incurred by the board in requesting and obtaining state and
national criminal history records information on the applicant.

The board may, in its discretion, refuse to accept the
application of any person who has been convicted of a criminal
offense under any provision of Title 97 of the Mississippi Code of
1972, as now or hereafter amended, or any provision of this
article.

(2) Licensure by examination. (a) Upon the board being
satisfied that an applicant for a license as a practical nurse has
met the qualifications set forth in subsection (1) of this
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section, the board shall proceed to examine such applicant in such
subjects as the board shall, in its discretion, determine. The
subjects in which applicants shall be examined shall be in
conformity with curricula in schools of practical nursing approved
by the State Department of Education.

(b) The applicant shall be required to pass the written
examination selected by the board.

(c) Upon successful completion of such examination, the
board shall issue to the applicant a license to practice as a
licensed practical nurse.

(d) The board may use any part or all of the state
board test pool examination for practical nurse licensure, its
successor examination, or any other nationally standardized
examination identified by the board in its rules. The passing
score shall be established by the board in its rules.

(3) Licensure by endorsement. The board may issue a license
to practice practical nursing as a licensed practical nurse
without examination to an applicant who has been duly licensed as
a licensed practical nurse under the laws of another state,
territory or possession of the United States, the District of
Columbia, or a foreign country if, in the opinion of the board,
the applicant meets the qualifications required of licensed
practical nurses in this state and has previously achieved the
passing score or scores on the licensing examination required by
this state at the time of his or her graduation. The issuance of
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a license by endorsement to a military-trained applicant, military
spouse or person who establishes residence in this state shall be
subject to the provisions of Section 73-50-1 or 73-50-2, as
applicable.

(4) Licensure by equivalent amount of theory and clinical
experience. In the discretion of the board, former students of a
state-accredited school preparing students to become registered
nurses may be granted permission to take the examination for
licensure to practice as a licensed practical nurse, provided the
applicant's record or transcript indicates the former student
completed an equivalent amount of theory and clinical experiences
as required of a graduate of a practical nursing program, and
provided the school attended was, at the time of the student's
attendance, an accredited school of nursing.

(5) Requirements for rewriting the examination. The board
shall establish in its rules the requirements for rewriting the
examination for those persons failing the examination on the first
writing or subsequent writing.

(6) Fee. The applicant applying for a license by
examination or by endorsement to practice as a licensed practical
nurse shall pay a fee not to exceed Sixty Dollars ($60.00) to the
board.

(7) Temporary permit. (a) The board may issue a temporary
permit to practice practical nursing to a graduate of an approved
school of practical nursing pending the results of the examination
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in Mississippi, and to a qualified applicant from another state,
territory or possession of the United States, or the District of
Columbia, pending licensing procedures as provided for elsewhere
in this article. The fee shall not exceed Twenty-five Dollars
($25.00) .

(b) The board may issue a temporary permit for a period
of ninety (90) days to a licensed practical nurse who is currently
licensed in another state, territory or possession of the United
States or the District of Columbia and who is an applicant for
licensure by endorsement. Such permit is not renewable except by
board action. The issuance of a temporary permit to a
military-trained applicant, military spouse or person who
establishes residence in this state shall be subject to the
provisions of Section 73-50-1 or 73-50-2, as applicable.

(c) The board may issue a temporary permit to a
graduate of an approved practical nursing education program or an
equivalent program satisfactory to the board pending the results
of the first licensing examination scheduled after application.
Such permit is not renewable except by board action.

(d) The board may issue a temporary permit for a period
of thirty (30) days to any licensed practical nurse during the
time enrolled in a nursing reorientation program. This time
period may be extended by board action. The fee shall not exceed

Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00).
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(e) The board may adopt such regulations as are
necessary to limit the practice of persons to whom temporary
permits are issued.

(8) Title and abbreviation. Any person who holds a license
or holds the privilege to practice as a licensed practical nurse
in this state shall have the right to use the title "licensed
practical nurse" and the abbreviation "L.P.N." No other person
shall assume such title or use such abbreviation, or any words,
letters, signs or devices to indicate that a person using the same
is a licensed practical nurse.

(9) Licensed practical nurses licensed under a previous law.
Any person holding a license to practice nursing as a practical
nurse issued by this board which is wvalid on July 1, 1981, shall
thereafter be deemed to be licensed as a practical nurse under the
provisions of this article upon payment of the fee prescribed in
Section 73-15-27.

(10) Each application or filing made under this section
shall include the social security number (s) of the applicant in

accordance with Section 93-11-64."
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