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Representative Hurst To: Apportionment and
Elections

HOUSE BILL NO. 1550

AN ACT TO BRING FORWARD SECTIONS 23-15-11, 23-15-13,
23-15-33, 23-15-39, 23-15-45, 23-15-47, 23-15-299, 23-15-300,
23-15-359, 23-15-961, 23-15-963, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

23-15-11. Every inhabitant of this state, except persons
adjudicated to be non compos mentis, who is a citizen of the
United States of America, eighteen (18) years old and upwards, who
has resided in this state for thirty (30) days and for thirty (30)
days in the county in which he or she seeks to vote, and for
thirty (30) days in the incorporated municipality in which he or
she seeks to vote, and who has been duly registered as an elector
under Section 23-15-33, and who has never been convicted of vote
fraud or of any crime listed in Section 241, Mississippi
Constitution of 1890, shall be a qualified elector in and for the
county, municipality and voting precinct of his or her residence,

and shall be entitled to vote at any election upon compliance with

H. B. No. 1550 (NN AL ~ OFFICIAL ~ Gl/2
24/HR26/R2223
PAGE 1 (ENK\KW)



20

21

22

23

24

25

26

277

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

Section 23-15-563. If the thirtieth day to register before an
election falls on a Sunday or legal holiday, the registration
applications submitted on the business day immediately following
the Sunday or legal holiday shall be accepted and entered in the
Statewide Elections Management System for the purpose of enabling
voters to vote in the next election. Any person who will be
eighteen (18) years of age or older on or before the date of the
general election and who is duly registered to vote not less than
thirty (30) days before the primary election associated with the
general election, may vote in the primary election even though the
person has not reached his or her eighteenth birthday at the time
that the person seeks to vote at the primary election. No others
than those specified in this section shall be entitled, or shall
be allowed, to vote at any election.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

23-15-13. (1) An elector who moves from one (1) ward or
voting precinct to another ward within the same municipality or
voting precinct within the same county shall not be disqualified
to vote, but he or she shall be entitled to have his or her
registration transferred to his or her new ward or voting precinct
upon making written request therefor at any time up to thirty (30)
days before the election at which he or she offers to vote, and if
the removal occurs within thirty (30) days of such election he or
she shall be entitled to vote in his or her new ward or voting
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precinct by affidavit ballot as provided in Section 23-15-573. If
the thirtieth day to transfer the elector's registration before an
election falls on a Sunday or legal holiday, the transfer of the
elector's registration submitted on the business day immediately
following the Sunday or legal holiday shall be accepted and
entered into the Statewide Elections Management System for the
purpose of enabling voters to vote in the next election.

(2) If an elector requests a change in his or her address
under Section 23-15-49 and the address is located in a precinct in
the county or municipality that differs from the precinct as
reflected in the then current registration records, the request
shall be treated in the same manner as a written request to
transfer the elector's registration under subsection (1) of this
section.

SECTION 3. Section 23-15-33, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

23-15-33. (1) Every person entitled to be registered as an
elector in compliance with the laws of this state and who has
signed his or her name on and properly completed the application
for registration to vote shall be registered by the county
registrar in the voting precinct of the residence of such person
through the Statewide Elections Management System.

(2) Every person entitled to be registered as an elector in
compliance with the laws of this state and who registers to vote

pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 shall be
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registered by the county registrar in the voting precinct of the
residence of such person through the Statewide Elections
Management System.

SECTION 4. Section 23-15-39, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

23-15-39. (1) Applications for registration as electors of
this state, which are sworn to and subscribed before the registrar
or deputy registrar authorized by law and which are not made by
mail, shall be made upon a form established by rule duly adopted
by the Secretary of State.

(2) The boards of supervisors shall make proper allowances
for office supplies reasonably necessitated by the registration of
county electors.

(3) If the applicant indicates on the application that he or
she resides within the city limits of a city or town in the county
of registration, the county registrar shall process the
application for registration or changes to the registration as
provided by law.

(4) TIf the applicant indicates on the application that he or
she has previously registered to vote in another county of this
state or another state, notice to the voter's previous county of
registration in this state shall be provided by the Statewide
Elections Management System. If the voter's previous place of

registration was in another state, notice shall be provided to the
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voter's previous state of residence if the Statewide Elections
Management System has that capability.

(5) The county registrar shall provide to the person making
the application a copy of the application upon which has been
written the county voting precinct and municipal voting precinct,
if any, in which the person shall vote. Upon entry of the voter
registration information into the Statewide Elections Management
System, the system shall assign a voter registration number to the
person, and the county registrar shall mail the applicant a voter
registration card to the mailing address provided on the
application.

(6) Any person desiring an application for registration may
secure an application from the registrar of the county of which he
or she is a resident and may take the application with him or her
and secure assistance in completing the application from any
person of the applicant's choice. It shall be the duty of all
registrars to furnish applications for registration to all persons
requesting them, and it shall likewise be the registrar's duty to
furnish aid and assistance in the completing of the application
when requested by an applicant. The application for registration
shall be sworn to and subscribed before the registrar or deputy
registrar at the municipal clerk's office, the county registrar's
office or any other location where the applicant is allowed to
register to vote. The registrar shall not charge a fee or cost to

the applicant for accepting the application or administering the
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oath or for any other duty imposed by law regarding the
registration of electors.

(7) If the person making the application is unable to read
or write, for reason of disability or otherwise, he or she shall
not be required to personally complete the application in writing
and execute the oath. In such cases, the registrar or deputy
registrar shall read the application and oath to the person and
the person's answers thereto shall be recorded by the registrar or
the registrar's deputy. The person shall be registered as an
elector if he or she otherwise meets the requirements to be
registered as an elector. The registrar shall record the
responses of the person and the recorded responses shall be
retained permanently by the registrar. The county registrar shall
enter the voter registration information into the Statewide
Elections Management System and designate the entry as an assisted
filing.

(8) The receipt of a copy of the application for
registration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-35(2) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an elector
of this state, if the application is not challenged.

(9) In any case in which the corporate boundaries of a
municipality change, whether by annexation or redistricting, the
municipal clerk shall, within ten (10) days after approval of the
change in corporate boundaries, provide to the county registrar
conforming geographic data that is compatible with the Statewide
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Elections Management System. The data shall be developed by the
municipality's use of a standardized format specified by the
Statewide Elections Management System. The county registrar,
county election commissioner or other county official, who has
completed an annual training seminar sponsored by the Secretary of
State pertaining to the implementation of new boundary lines in
the Statewide Elections Management System and received
certification for that training, shall update the municipal
boundary information into the Statewide Elections Management
System. The Statewide Elections Management System updates the
municipal voter registration records and assigns electors to their
municipal voting precincts. The county registrar shall forward to
the municipal clerk written notification of the additions and
changes, and the municipal clerk shall forward to the affected
municipal electors written notification of the additions and
changes.

SECTION 5. Section 23-15-45, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

23-15-45. 1In the event that registration is denied pending
automatic review by the county election commissioners, the
registrar shall immediately inform the applicant that the
registration is denied and advise the applicant of the date, time
and place of the next meeting of the county election

commissioners, at which time the applicant may present such
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168 evidence either in person or in writing as he deems pertinent to
169 the question of residency.
170 SECTION 6. Section 23-15-47, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
171  brought forward as follows:
172 23-15-47. (1) Any person who is qualified to register to
173 vote in the State of Mississippil may register to vote by mail-in
174 application in the manner prescribed in this section.
175 (2) The following procedure shall be used in the
176 registration of electors by mail:
177 (a) Any qualified elector may register to vote by
178 mailing or delivering a completed mail-in application to his or
179 her county registrar at least thirty (30) days before any
180 election; however, if the thirtieth day to register before an
181 election falls on a Sunday or legal holiday, the registration
182 applications submitted on the business day immediately following
183 the Sunday or legal holiday shall be accepted and entered into the
184 Statewide Elections Management System for the purpose of enabling
185 voters to vote in the next election. The postmark date of a
186 mailed application shall be the applicant's date of registration.
187 (b) Upon receipt of a mail-in application, the county
188 registrar shall stamp the application with the date of receipt,
189 and shall verify the application either by matching the
190 applicant's Mississippi driver's license number through the
191 Mississippl Department of Public Safety or by matching the
192 applicant's social security number through the American
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Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators. Within fourteen (14)
days of receipt of a mail-in registration application, the county
registrar shall complete action on the application, including any
attempts to notify the applicant of the status of his or her
application.

(c) If the county registrar determines that the
applicant is qualified and his or her application is legible and
complete, the county registrar shall mail the applicant written
notification that the application has been approved, specifying
the county voting precinct, municipal voting precinct, if any,
polling place and supervisor district in which the person shall
vote. This written notification of approval containing the
specified information shall be the voter's registration card. The
registration card shall be provided by the county registrar to the
applicant in accordance with Section 23-15-39. Upon entry of the
voter registration information into the Statewide Elections
Management System, the system shall assign a voter registration
number to the applicant. The assigned voter registration number
shall be clearly shown on the written notification of approval.

In mailing the written notification, the county registrar shall
note the following on the envelope: "DO NOT FORWARD". TIf any
registration notification form is returned as undeliverable, the
voter's registration shall be void.

(d) A mail-in application shall be rejected for any of
the following reasons:
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(i) An incomplete portion of the application makes
it impossible for the registrar to determine the eligibility of
the applicant to register;

(ii) A portion of the application is illegible in
the opinion of the county registrar and makes it impossible to
determine the eligibility of the applicant to register;

(iii) The county registrar is unable to determine,
from the address and information stated on the application, the
precinct in which the voter should be assigned or the supervisor
district in which he or she is entitled to vote;

(iv) The applicant is not qualified to register to
vote pursuant to Section 23-15-11;

(v) The county registrar determines that the
applicant is already registered as a qualified elector of the
county;

(vi) The county registrar is unable to verify the
application pursuant to subsection (2) (b) of this section.

() If the mail-in application of a person is subject
to rejection for any of the reasons set forth in paragraph (d) (i)
through (iii) of this subsection, and it appears to the county
registrar that the defect or omission is of such a minor nature
and that any necessary additional information may be supplied by
the applicant over the telephone or by further correspondence, the

county registrar may write or call the applicant at the telephone

number or address, or both, provided on the application. If the
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county registrar is able to contact the applicant by mail or
telephone, the county registrar shall attempt to ascertain the
necessary information, and if this information is sufficient for
the registrar to complete the application, the applicant shall be
registered. If the necessary information cannot be obtained by
mail or telephone, or is not sufficient to complete the
application within fourteen (14) days of receipt, the county
registrar shall give the applicant written notice of the rejection
and provide the reason for the rejection. The county registrar
shall further inform the applicant that he or she has a right to
attempt to register by appearing in person or by filing another
mail-in application.

(f) If a mail-in application is subject to rejection
for the reason stated in paragraph (d) (v) of this subsection and
the "present home address" portion of the application is different
from the residence address for the applicant found in the
Statewide Elections Management System, the mail-in application
shall be deemed a written request to update the voter's
registration pursuant to Section 23-15-13. The county registrar
or the election commissioners shall update the voter's residence
address in the Statewide Elections Management System and, if
necessary, advise the voter of a change in the location of his or
her county or municipal polling place by mailing the voter a new

voter registration card.
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(3) The instructions and the application form for voter
registration by mail shall be in a form established by rule duly
adopted by the Secretary of State.

(4) (a) The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish
without charge the necessary forms for application for voter
registration by mail to each county registrar, municipal clerk,
all public schools, each private school that requests such
applications, and all public libraries.

(b) The Secretary of State shall distribute without
charge sufficient forms for application for voter registration by
mail to the Commissioner of Public Safety, who shall distribute
the forms to each driver's license examining and renewal station
in the state, and shall ensure that the forms are regularly
available to the public at such stations.

(c) Bulk gquantities of forms for application for voter
registration by mail shall be furnished by the Secretary of State
to any person or organization. The Secretary of State shall
charge a person or organization the actual cost he or she incurs
in providing bulk quantities of forms for application for voter
registration to such person or organization.

(5) The originals of completed mail-in applications shall
remain on file in the office of the county registrar with copies
retained in the Statewide Elections Management System.

(6) If the applicant indicates on the application that he or
she resides within the city limits of a city or town in the county
H. B. No. 1550 O O O O ~ OFFICIAL ~
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of registration, the county registrar shall enter the information
into the Statewide Elections Management System.

(7) If the applicant indicates on the application that he or
she has previously registered to vote in another county of this
state or another state, notice to the voter's previous county of
registration in this state shall be provided through the Statewide
Elections Management System. If the voter's previous place of
registration was in another state, notice shall be provided to the
voter's previous state of residence.

(8) Any person who attempts to register to vote by mail
shall be subject to the penalties for false registration provided
for in Section 23-15-17.

SECTION 7. Section 23-15-299, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

23-15-299. (1) (a) Assessments made pursuant to subsection
(1) (a), (b), (c) and (d) of Section 23-15-297 shall be paid by
each candidate who seeks a nomination in the political party
election to the secretary of the state executive committee with
which the candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m. on February 1 of
the year in which the primary election for the office is held or
on the date of the gqualifying deadline provided by statute for the
office, whichever is earlier; however, no such assessments may be
paid before January 1 of the year in which the primary election
for the office is held. 1If February 1 or the date of the

qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office occurs on a
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Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the assessments required
to be paid by this paragraph (a) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the
business day immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday.

(b) Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3) (a), (b)
and (c) of Section 23-15-297 shall be paid by each independent
candidate or special election candidate to the Secretary of State
by 5:00 p.m. on February 1 of the year in which the primary
election for the office is held or on the date of the qualifying
deadline provided by statute for the office, whichever is earlier;
however, no such assessments may be paid before January 1 of the
year in which the primary election for the office is held. If
February 1 or the date of the qualifying deadline provided by
statute for the office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday, then the assessments required to be paid by this
paragraph (b) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day
immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.

(2) (a) Assessments made pursuant to subsection (1) (e) and
(f) of Section 23-15-297, shall be paid by each candidate who
seeks a nomination in the political party election to the circuit
clerk of that candidate's county of residence by 5:00 p.m. on
February 1 of the year in which the primary election for the
office is held or on the date of the qualifying deadline provided
by statute for the office, whichever is earlier; however, no such

assessments may be paid before January 1 of the year in which the
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election for the office is held. If February 1 or the date of the
qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office occurs on a
Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the assessments required
to be paid by this paragraph (a) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the
business day immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday. The circuit clerk shall forward the fee and all
necessary information to the secretary of the proper county
executive committee within two (2) business days. No candidate
may attempt to qualify with any political party that does not have
a duly organized county executive committee, and the circuit clerk
shall not accept any assessments paid for nonlegislative offices
pursuant to subsection (1) (e) and (f) of Section 23-15-297 if the
circuit clerk does not have contact information for the secretary
of the county executive committee for that political party.

(b) Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3) (d) and
(e) of Section 23-15-297 shall be paid by each independent
candidate or special election candidate to the circuit clerk of
that candidate's county of residence by 5:00 p.m. on February 1 of
the year in which the primary election for the office is held or
on the date of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the
office, whichever is earlier; however, no such assessments may be
paid before January 1 of the year in which the primary election
for the office is held. 1If February 1 or the date of the
qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office occurs on a

Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the assessments required
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to be paid by this paragraph (b) shall be paid by 5:00 p.m. on the
business day immediately following the Saturday, Sunday or legal
holiday. The circuit clerk shall forward the fee and all
necessary information to the secretary of the proper county
election commission within two (2) business days.

(3) (a) Assessments made pursuant to subsection (1) (g) and
(h) of Section 23-15-297 must be paid by each candidate who seeks
a nomination in the political party election to the secretary of
the state executive committee with which the candidate is
affiliated by 5:00 p.m. sixty (60) days before the presidential
preference primary in years in which a presidential preference
primary is held; however, no such assessments may be paid before
January 1 of the year in which the primary election for the office
is held. Assessments made pursuant to subsection (1) (g) and (h)
of Section 23-15-297, in years when a presidential preference
primary is not being held, shall be paid by each candidate who
seeks a nomination in the political party election to the
secretary of the state executive committee with which the
candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m. on March 1 of the year in
which the primary election for the office is held; however, no
such assessments may be paid before January 1 of the year in which
the primary election for the office is held. TIf sixty (60) days
before the presidential preference primary in years in which a
presidential preference primary is held, March 1, or the date of
the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office occurs
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on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the assessments
required to be paid by this paragraph (a) shall be paid by 5:00
p.m. on the business day immediately following the Saturday,
Sunday or legal holiday.

(b) Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3) (f) and
(g) of Section 23-15-297 must be paid by each independent
candidate or special election candidate to the Secretary of State
by 5:00 p.m. sixty (60) days before the presidential preference
primary in years in which a presidential preference primary is
held; however, no such assessments may be paid before January 1 of
the year in which the primary election for the office is held.
Assessments made pursuant to subsection (3) (f) and (g) of Section
23-15-297, in years when a presidential preference primary is not
being held, shall be paid by each independent candidate or special
election candidate to the Secretary of State by 5:00 p.m. on March
1 of the year in which the primary election for the office 1is
held; however, no such assessments may be paid before January 1 of
the year in which the primary election for the office is held. If
sixty (60) days before the presidential preference primary in
years in which a presidential preference primary is held, March 1,
or the date of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the
office occurs on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, then the
assessments required to be paid by this paragraph (b) shall be
paid by 5:00 p.m. on the business day immediately following the
Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
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(4) (a) The fees paid pursuant to subsections (1), (2) and
(3) of this section shall be accompanied by a written statement
containing the name and address of the candidate, the party with
which he or she is affiliated, if applicable, the email address of
the candidate, if any, and the office for which he or she is a
candidate.

(b) The state executive committee shall transmit to the
Secretary of State a copy of the written statements accompanying
the fees paid pursuant to subsections (1) and (2) of this section.
All copies must be received by the Office of the Secretary of
State by not later than 6:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying
deadline; provided, however, the failure of the Office of the
Secretary of State to receive such copies by 6:00 p.m. on the date
of the gqualifying deadline shall not affect the qualification of a
person who pays the required fee and files the required statement
by 5:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying deadline. The name of
any person who pays the required fee and files the required
statement after 5:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying deadline
shall not be placed on the primary election ballot or the general
election ballot.

(5) The Secretary of State or the secretary or circuit clerk
to whom such payments are made shall promptly receipt for same
stating the office for which the candidate making payment is
running and the political party with which he or she is
affiliated, if applicable, and he or she shall keep an itemized
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account in detail showing the exact time and date of the receipt
of each payment received by him or her and, where applicable, the
date of the postmark on the envelope containing the fee and from
whom, and for what office the party paying same is a candidate.
(6) The secretaries of the proper executive committee shall
hold the funds to be finally disposed of by order of their
respective executive committees. The funds may be used or
disbursed by the executive committee receiving same to pay all
necessary traveling or other necessary expenses of the members of
the executive committee incurred in discharging their duties as
committee members, and of their secretary and may pay the
secretary such salary as may be reasonable. The Secretary of
State shall deposit any qualifying fees received from candidates
into the Elections Support Fund established in Section 23-15-5.
(7) (a) Upon receipt of the proper fee and all necessary
information, the proper executive committee or the Secretary of
State, whichever is applicable, shall then determine at the time
of the qualifying deadline, unless otherwise provided by law,
whether each candidate is a qualified elector of the state, state
district, county or county district which they seek to serve, and
whether each candidate meets all other qualifications to hold the
office he or she is seeking or presents absolute proof that he or
she will, subject to no contingencies, meet all qualifications on

or before the date of the general or special election at which he

or she could be elected to office. The proper executive committee
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or the Secretary of State, whichever is applicable, shall
determine whether the candidate has taken the steps necessary to
qualify for more than one (1) office at the election. The
committee or the Secretary of State, whichever is applicable,
shall also determine whether any candidate has been convicted (i)
of any felony in a court of this state, (ii) on or after December
8, 1992, of any offense in another state which is a felony under
the laws of this state, (iii) of any felony in a federal court on
or after December 8, 1992, or (iv) of any offense that involved
the misuse or abuse of his or her office or money coming into his
or her hands by virtue of the office. Excepted from the above are
convictions of manslaughter and violations of the United States
Internal Revenue Code or any violations of the tax laws of this
state.

(b) If the proper executive committee or the Secretary
of State, whichever is applicable, finds that a candidate either
(1) is not a qualified elector, (ii) does not meet all
qualifications to hold the office he or she seeks and fails to
provide absolute proof, subject to no contingencies, that he or
she will meet the qualifications on or before the date of the
general or special election at which he or she could be elected,
or (iii) has been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying
offense as described in paragraph (a) of this subsection, and not
pardoned, then the executive committee shall notify the candidate

and give the candidate an opportunity to be heard. The executive
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committee shall mail notice to the candidate at least three (3)
business days before the hearing to the address provided by the
candidate on the qualifying forms, and the committee shall attempt
to contact the candidate by telephone, email and facsimile if the
candidate provided this information on the forms. If the
candidate fails to appear at the hearing or to prove that he or
she meets all qualifications to hold the office subject to no
contingencies, then the name of that candidate shall not be placed
upon the ballot.

(c) If the proper executive committee or the Secretary
of State, whichever is applicable, determines that the candidate
has taken the steps necessary to qualify for more than one (1)
office at the election, the action required by Section 23-15-905,
shall be taken.

(d) Where there is but one (1) candidate for each
office contested at the primary election, the proper executive
committee or the Secretary of State, whichever is applicable, when
the time has expired within which the names of candidates shall be
furnished shall declare such candidates the nominees.

(8) No candidate may qualify by filing the information
required by this section by using the Internet.

SECTION 8. Section 23-15-300, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

23-15-300. (1) Any candidate for any municipal, county or
county district office shall be a resident of the municipality,
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county, county district or other territory that he or she seeks to
represent in such office for two (2) years immediately preceding
the day of election. The provisions of this section shall not
apply to any municipality with less than one thousand (1,000)
residents according to the latest federal decennial census.

(2) A candidate shall prove in his or her qualifying
information that he or she meets the applicable residency
requirement or provide absolute proof, subject to no
contingencies, that he or she will meet the residency requirement
on or before the date of the election at which the candidate could
be elected to office. The appropriate election official or
executive committee, whichever is applicable, with whom a
candidate files qualifying information shall review and determine
whether the candidate meets the applicable residency requirement
according to the procedures in Section 23-15-299. The appropriate
election commission shall review and determine whether a candidate
required to file qualifying information with it meets the
applicable residency requirement according to the procedures in
Section 23-15-359.

(3) If the qualifications for an elected office include a
specific residency requirement, the residency requirement in this
section shall not apply.

(4) This section shall apply to elections held from and

after January 1, 2020.
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SECTION 9. Section 23-15-359, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

23-15-359. (1) Except as provided in this section, the
ballot shall contain the names of all party nominees certified by
the appropriate executive committee, and independent and special
election candidates who have timely filed petitions containing the
required signatures and assessments that must be paid pursuant to
Section 23-15-297, if the candidates and nominees meet all of the
qualifications to hold the office sought. A petition requesting
that an independent or special election candidate's name be placed
on the ballot for any office shall be filed as provided for in
subsection (3) or (4) of this section, as appropriate, and shall
be signed by not less than the following number of qualified
electors:

(a) For an office elected by the state at large, not
less than one thousand (1,000) qualified electors.

(b) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a Supreme Court district, not less than three hundred (300)
qualified electors.

(c) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a congressional district, not less than two hundred (200)
qualified electors.

(d) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a circuit or chancery court district, not less than one hundred

(100) qualified electors.
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(e) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a senatorial or representative district, not less than fifty (50)
qualified electors.

(f) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a county, not less than fifty (50) qualified electors.

(g) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a supervisors district or justice court district, not less than
fifteen (15) qualified electors.

(h) For the Office of President of the United States, a
party nominee or independent candidate shall pay an assessment in
the amount of Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00).

(2) (a) Unless the petition or fee, whichever is
applicable, required above shall be filed as provided for in
subsection (3), (4) or (5) of this section, as appropriate, the
name of the person requested to be a candidate, unless nominated
by a political party, shall not be placed upon the ballot. The
ballot shall contain the names of each candidate for each office,
and the names shall be listed under the name of the political
party that candidate represents as provided by law and as
certified to the circuit clerk by the state executive committee of
the political party. In the event the candidate qualifies as an
independent as provided in this section, he or she shall be listed

on the ballot as an independent candidate.
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(b) The name of an independent or special election
candidate who dies before the printing of the ballots, shall not
be placed on the ballots.

(3) Petitions for offices described in paragraphs (a), (b),
(c), (d) and (e) of subsection (1) of this section shall be filed
with the Secretary of State by no later than 5:00 p.m. on the same
date or business day, as applicable, by which candidates are
required to pay the fee provided for in Section 23-15-297;
however, no petition may be filed before January 1 of the year in
which the election for the office is held.

(4) Petitions for offices described in paragraphs (f) and
(g) of subsection (1) of this section shall be filed with the
proper circuit clerk by no later than 5:00 p.m. on the same date
by which candidates are required to pay the fee provided for in
Section 23-15-297; however, no petition may be filed before
January 1 of the year in which the election for the office is
held. The circuit clerk shall notify the county election
commissioners of all persons who have filed petitions with the
clerk. The notification shall occur within two (2) business days
and shall contain all necessary information.

(5) The assessment for the office described in paragraph (h)
of subsection (1) of this section shall be paid to the Secretary
of State. The Secretary of State shall deposit any qualifying
fees received from candidates into the Elections Support Fund
established in Section 23-15-5.
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(6) The election commissioners may also have printed upon
the ballot any local issue election matter that is authorized to
be held on the same date as the regular or general election
pursuant to Section 23-15-375; however, the ballot form of the
local issue must be filed with the election commissioners by the
appropriate governing authority not less than sixty (60) days
before the date of the election.

(7) The provisions of this section shall not apply to
municipal elections or to the election of the offices of justice
of the Supreme Court, judge of the Court of Appeals, circuit
judge, chancellor, county court judge and family court judge.

(8) Nothing in this section shall prohibit special elections
to fill vacancies in either house of the Legislature from being
held as provided in Section 23-15-851. 1In all elections conducted
under the provisions of Section 23-15-851, there shall be printed
on the ballot the name of any candidate who, not having been
nominated by a political party, shall have been requested to be a
candidate for any office by a petition filed with the Secretary of
State and signed by not less than fifty (50) qualified electors.

(9) (a) The appropriate election commission shall determine
whether each candidate is a qualified elector of the state, state
district, county or county district they seek to serve, and
whether each candidate meets all other qualifications to hold the
office he or she is seeking or presents absolute proof that he or

she will, subject to no contingencies, meet all qualifications on
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or before the date of the general or special election at which he
or she could be elected to office. The election commission shall
determine whether the candidate has taken the steps necessary to
qualify for more than one (1) office at the election. The
election commission also shall determine whether any candidate has
been convicted (i) of any felony in a court of this state, (ii) on
or after December 8, 1992, of any offense in another state which
is a felony under the laws of this state, (iii) of any felony in a
federal court on or after December 8, 1992, or (iv) of any offense
that involved the misuse or abuse of his or her office or money
coming into his or her hands by virtue of the office. Excepted
from the above are convictions of manslaughter and violations of
the United States Internal Revenue Code or any violations of the
tax laws of this state.

(b) If the appropriate election commission finds that a
candidate either (i) is not a qualified elector, (ii) does not
meet all qualifications to hold the office he or she seeks and
fails to provide absolute proof, subject to no contingencies, that
he or she will meet the qualifications on or before the date of
the general or special election at which he or she could be
elected, or (iii) has been convicted of a felony or other
disqualifying offense as described in paragraph (a) of this
subsection, and not pardoned, then the election commission shall
notify the candidate and give the candidate an opportunity to be

heard. The election commission shall mail notice to the candidate
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at least three (3) business days before the hearing to the address
provided by the candidate on the qualifying forms, and the
committee shall attempt to contact the candidate by telephone,
email and facsimile if the candidate provided this information on
the forms. If the candidate fails to appear at the hearing or to
prove that he or she meets all gqualifications to hold the office
subject to no contingencies, then the name of such candidate shall
not be placed upon the ballot. If the appropriate election
commission determines that the candidate has taken the steps
necessary to qualify for more than one (1) office at the election,
the action required by Section 23-15-905, shall be taken.

(10) If after the deadline to qualify as a candidate for an
office or after the time for holding any party primary for an
office, only one (1) person has duly qualified to be a candidate
for the office in the general election, the name of that person
shall be placed on the ballot; provided, however, that if not more
than one (1) person duly qualified to be a candidate for each
office on the general election ballot, the election for all
offices on the ballot shall be dispensed with and the appropriate
election commission shall declare each candidate elected without
opposition if the candidate meets all the qualifications to hold
the office as determined pursuant to a review by the election
commission in accordance with the provisions of subsection (9) of
this section and if the candidate has filed all required campaign
finance disclosure reports as required by Section 23-15-807.
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(11) The petition required by this section may not be filed
by using the Internet.

SECTION 10. Section 23-15-961, Mississippi Code of 1972, 1is
brought forward as follows:

23-15-961. (1) Any person desiring to contest the
qualifications of another person as a candidate for nomination in
a political party primary election shall file a petition
specifically setting forth the grounds of the challenge within ten
(10) days after the qualifying deadline for the office in
question. The petition shall be filed with the executive
committee with whom the candidate in question qualified.

(2) Within ten (10) days of receipt of the petition
described in subsection (1) of this section, the appropriate
executive committee shall meet and rule upon the petition. At
least two (2) days before the hearing to consider the petition,
the appropriate executive committee shall give notice to both the
petitioner and the contested candidate of the time and place of
the hearing on the petition. Each party shall be given an
opportunity to be heard at that meeting and present evidence in
support of his position.

(3) If the appropriate executive committee fails to rule
upon the petition within the time required in subsection (2) of
this section, that inaction shall be interpreted as a denial of

the request for relief contained in the petition.
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(4) Any party aggrieved by the action or inaction of the
appropriate executive committee may file a petition for judicial
review to the circuit court of the county in which the executive
committee whose decision is being reviewed sits. The petition
must be filed no later than fifteen (15) days after the date the
petition was originally filed with the appropriate executive
committee. The person filing for judicial review shall give a
cost bond in the sum of Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) with two
(2) or more sufficient sureties conditioned to pay all costs in
case his petition be dismissed, and an additional bond may be
required, by the court, if necessary, at any subsequent stage of
the proceedings.

(5) Upon the filing of the petition and bond, the circuit
clerk shall immediately, by registered letter or by telegraph or
by telephone, or personally, notify the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, or in his absence, or disability, some other judge
of the Supreme Court, who shall forthwith designate and notify a
circuit judge or retired judge on senior status of a district
other than that which embraces the district, subdistrict, county
or any of the counties, involved in the contest or complaint, to
proceed to the county in which the contest or complaint has been
filed to hear and determine the contest or complaint. It shall be
the official duty of the trial judge to proceed to the discharge
of the designated duty at the earliest possible date to be fixed

by the judge and of which the contestant and contestee shall have
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reasonable notice. The contestant and contestee are to be served
in a reasonable manner as the judge may direct, in response to
which notice the contestee shall promptly file his answer, and
also his cross-complaint if he has a cross-complaint. The hearing
before the trial court shall be de novo. The matter shall be
tried to the trial judge, without a jury. After hearing the
evidence, the trial judge shall determine whether the candidate
whose qualifications have been challenged is legally qualified to
have his name placed upon the ballot in question. The trial judge
may, upon disqualification of any such candidate, order that such
candidate shall bear the court costs of the proceedings.

(6) Within three (3) days after judgment is rendered by the
circuit court, the contestant or contestee, or both, may file an
appeal in the Supreme Court upon giving a cost bond in the sum of
Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00), together with a bill of
exceptions which shall state the point or points of law at issue
with a sufficient synopsis of the facts to fully disclose the
bearing and relevancy of such points of law. The bill of
exceptions shall be signed by the trial judge, or in case of his
absence, refusal or disability, by two (2) disinterested
attorneys, as is provided by law in other cases of bills of
exception. The filing of such appeals shall automatically suspend
the decision of the circuit court and the appropriate executive
committee is entitled to proceed based upon their decision unless

and until the Supreme Court, in its discretion, stays further
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proceedings in the matter. The appeal shall be immediately
docketed in the Supreme Court and referred to the court en banc
upon briefs without oral argument unless the court shall call for
oral argument, and shall be decided at the earliest possible date,
as a preference case over all others. The Supreme Court shall
have the authority to grant such relief as is appropriate under
the circumstances.

(7) The procedure set forth in this section shall be the
sole and only manner in which the qualifications of a candidate
seeking public office as a party nominee may be challenged prior
to the time of his nomination or election. After a party nominee
has been elected to public office, the election may be challenged
as otherwise provided by law. After a party nominee assumes an
elective office, his qualifications to hold that office may be
contested as otherwise provided by law.

SECTION 11. Section 23-15-963, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

23-15-963. (1) Any person desiring to contest the
qualifications of another person who has qualified pursuant to the
provisions of Section 23-15-359, Mississippi Code of 1972, as a
candidate for any office elected at a general election, shall file
a petition specifically setting forth the grounds of the challenge
not later than thirty-one (31) days after the date of the first
primary election set forth in Section 23-15-191, Mississippi Code
of 1972. Such petition shall be filed with the same body with
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whom the candidate in question qualified pursuant to Section
23-15-359, Mississippi Code of 1972.

(2) Any person desiring to contest the qualifications of
another person who has qualified pursuant to the provisions of
Section 23-15-213, Mississippi Code of 1972, as a candidate for
county election commissioner elected at a general election, shall
file a petition specifically setting forth the grounds of the
challenge no later than sixty (60) days prior to the general
election. Such petition shall be filed with the county board of
supervisors, being the same body with whom the candidate in
question qualified pursuant to Section 23-15-213, Mississippi Code
of 1972.

(3) Any person desiring to contest the qualifications of
another person who has qualified pursuant to the provisions of
Section 23-15-361, Mississippi Code of 1972, as a candidate for
municipal office elected on the date designated by law for regular
municipal elections, shall file a petition specifically setting
forth the grounds of the challenge no later than thirty-one (31)
days after the date of the first primary election set forth in
Section 23-15-309, Mississippi Code of 1972. Such petition shall
be filed with the municipal commissioners of election, being the
same body with whom the candidate in question qualified pursuant
to Section 23-15-361, Mississippi Code of 1972.

(4) Within ten (10) days of receipt of the petition
described in subsections (1), (2) and (3) of this section, the
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appropriate election officials shall meet and rule upon the
petition. At least two (2) days before the hearing to consider
the petition, the appropriate election officials shall give notice
to both the petitioner and the contested candidate of the time and
place of the hearing on the petition. Each party shall be given
an opportunity to be heard at such meeting and present evidence in
support of his position.

(5) If the appropriate election officials fail to rule upon
the petition within the time required above, such inaction shall
be interpreted as a denial of the request for relief contained in
the petition.

(6) Any party aggrieved by the action or inaction of the
appropriate election officials may file a petition for judicial
review to the circuit court of the county in which the election
officials whose decision is being reviewed sits. Such petition
must be filed no later than fifteen (15) days after the date the
petition was originally filed with the appropriate election
officials. Such person filing for judicial review shall give a
cost bond in the sum of Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) with two
(2) or more sufficient sureties conditioned to pay all costs in
case his petition be dismissed, and an additional bond may be
required, by the court, if necessary, at any subsequent stage of
the proceedings.

(7) The circuit court with whom such a petition for judicial
review has been filed shall at the earliest possible date set the
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matter for hearing. Notice shall be given the interested parties
of the time set for hearing by the circuit clerk. The hearing
before the circuit court shall be de novo. The matter shall be
tried to the circuit judge, without a jury. After hearing the
evidence, the circuit judge shall determine whether the candidate
whose qualifications have been challenged is legally qualified to
have his name placed upon the ballot in question. The circuit
judge may, upon disqualification of any such candidate, order that
such candidate shall bear the court costs of the proceedings.

(8) Within three (3) days after Jjudgment is rendered by the
circuit court, the contestant or contestee, or both, may file an
appeal in the Supreme Court upon giving a cost bond in the sum of
Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00), together with a bill of
exceptions which shall state the point or points of law at issue
with a sufficient synopsis of the facts to fully disclose the
bearing and relevancy of such points of law. The bill of
exceptions shall be signed by the trial judge, or in case of his
absence, refusal or disability, by two (2) disinterested
attorneys, as is provided by law in other cases of bills of
exception. The filing of such appeals shall automatically suspend
the decision of the circuit court and the appropriate election
officials are entitled to proceed based upon their decision unless
and until the Supreme Court, in its discretion, stays further
proceedings in the matter. The appeal shall be immediately

docketed in the Supreme Court and referred to the court en banc
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upon briefs without oral argument unless the court shall call for
oral argument, and shall be decided at the earliest possible date,
as a preference case over all others. The Supreme Court shall
have the authority to grant such relief as is appropriate under
the circumstances.

(9) The procedure set forth above shall be the sole and only
manner in which the qualifications of a candidate seeking public
office who qualified pursuant to the provisions of Sections
23-15-359, 23-15-213 and 23-15-361, Mississippi Code of 1972, may
be challenged prior to the time of his election. After any such
person has been elected to public office, the election may be
challenged as otherwise provided by law. After any person assumes
an elective office, his qualifications to hold that office may be
contested as otherwise provided by law.

SECTION 12. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2024.
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