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Representative Horan To: Corrections

HOUSE BILL NO. 1130

AN ACT TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 47-5-26, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, WHICH PERTAINS TO THE EMPLOYMENT OF CERTAIN COMMISSIONERS OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; TO BRING
FORWARD SECTION 47-5-28, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PERTAINS
TO CERTAIN POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE
DEPARTMENT, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION
47-7-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PERTAINS TO PAROLE
ELIGIBILITY, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION
47-7-5, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PERTAINS TO THE CREATION
OF THE STATE PAROLE BOARD, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; TO BRING
FORWARD SECTION 47-7-13, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PERTAINS
TO THE VOTING REQUIREMENTS OF THE BOARD, FOR PURPOSES OF
AMENDMENT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 47-7-17, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, WHICH PERTAINS TO THE EXAMINATION OF AN OFFENDER'S RECORD,
FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 47-7-18,
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PERTAINS TO CONDITIONS FOR RELEASE
OF PAROLE-ELIGIBLE INMATES, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; TO BRING
FORWARD SECTION 47-7-27, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH PERTAINS
TO THE RETURN OF A VIOLATOR OF PAROLE OR EARNED RELEASE
SUPERVISION, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:
SECTION 1. Section 47-5-26, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:
47-5-26. (1) The commissioner shall employ the following
personnel:
(a) A Deputy Commissioner for Administration and

Finance, who shall supervise and implement all fiscal policies and
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programs within the department, supervise and implement all hiring
and personnel matters within the department, supervise the
department's personnel director, supervise and implement all
purchasing within the department and supervise and implement all
data processing activities within the department, and who shall
serve as the Chief Executive Officer of the Division of
Administration and Finance. He shall possess either:

(i) A master's degree from an accredited four-year
college or university in public or business administration,
accounting, economics or a directly related field, and four (4)
years of experience in work related to the above-described duties,
one (1) year of which must have included line or functional
supervision; or

(i1i) A bachelor's degree from an accredited
four-year college or university in public or business
administration, accounting, economics or a directly related field,
and six (6) years of experience in work related to the
above-described duties, one (1) year of which must have included
line or functional supervision. Certification by the State of
Mississippi as a certified public accountant may be substituted
for one (1) year of the required experience.

(b) A Deputy Commissioner for Community Corrections,
who shall initiate and administer programs, including, but not
limited to, supervision of probationers, parolees and

suspensioners, counseling, community-based treatment, interstate
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compact administration and enforcement, prevention programs,
halfway houses and group homes, technical violation centers,
restitution centers, presentence investigations, and work and
educational releases, and shall serve as the Chief Executive
Officer of the Division of Community Services. The Deputy
Commissioner for Community Corrections is charged with full and
complete cooperation with the State Parole Board and shall make
monthly reports to the Chairman of the Parole Board in the form
and type required by the chairman, in his discretion, for the
proper performance of the probation and parole functions. After a
plea or verdict of guilty to a felony is entered against a person
and before he is sentenced, the Deputy Commissioner for Community
Corrections shall procure from any available source and shall file
in the presentence records any information regarding any criminal
history of the person such as fingerprints, dates of arrests,
complaints, civil and criminal charges, investigative reports of
arresting and prosecuting agencies, reports of the National Crime
Information Center, the nature and character of each offense,
noting all particular circumstances thereof and any similar data
about the person. The Deputy Commissioner for Community
Corrections shall keep an accurate and complete duplicate record
of this file and shall furnish the duplicate to the department.
This file shall be placed in and shall constitute a part of the
inmate's master file. The Deputy Commissioner for Community

Corrections shall furnish this file to the State Parole Board when

H. B. No. 1130 O A ~ OFFICIAL ~
23/HR31/R1414
PAGE 3 (OM\JAB)



78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

the file is needed in the course of its official duties. He shall
possess either: (i) a master's degree in counseling, corrections
psychology, guidance, social work, criminal justice or some
related field and at least four (4) years' full-time experience in
such field, including at least one (1) year of supervisory
experience; or (ii) a bachelor's degree in a field described in
subparagraph (i) of this paragraph and at least six (6) years'
full-time work in corrections, one (1) year of which shall have
been at the supervisory level.

(c) A Deputy Commissioner for Institutions, who shall
administer institutions, reception and diagnostic centers,
prerelease centers and other facilities and programs provided
therein, and shall serve as the Chief Executive Officer of the
Division of Institutions. He shall possess either: (1) a
master's degree in counseling, criminal justice, psychology,
guidance, social work, business or some related field, and at
least four (4) years' full-time experience in corrections,
including at least one (1) year of correctional management
experience; or (ii) a bachelor's degree in a field described in
subparagraph (i) of this paragraph and at least six (6) years'
full-time work in corrections, four (4) years of which shall have
been at the correctional management level.

(d) A Deputy Commissioner for Programs, Education and
Reentry, who shall initiate and administer programs, including but

not limited to, education services, religious services, moral
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rehabilitation, alcohol and drug rehabilitation, and court
reentry. The Deputy Commissioner for Programs, Education and
Reentry may coordinate with any educational institution to develop
a program for moral rehabilitation with an emphasis on promoting
effective programs for release. The Deputy Commissioner for
Programs, Education and Reentry shall focus on reentry programs
aimed at reducing recidivism. The programs shall incorporate a
moral component focused on providing offenders with an opportunity
to make positive changes while incarcerated that will enable them
to be productive members of society upon their release. Such
deputy commissioner shall possess either:

(i) A master's degree in counseling, corrections,
psychology, guidance, social work, criminal justice or some
related field and at least four (4) years' full-time experience in
such field, including at least one (1) year of supervisory
experience; or

(i1) A bachelor's degree in a field described in
subparagraph (i) of this paragraph and at least six (6) years
full-time work in corrections, one (1) year of which shall have
been at the supervisory level.

(e) A Deputy Commissioner for Workforce Development who
shall serve as the Chief Executive Officer of Prison Industries
and Director of Prison Agricultural Enterprises. The Deputy
Commissioner for Workforce Development shall work in collaboration

with the Executive Director of the Office of Workforce Development
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to implement workforce development programs within the corrections
system which align with the strategic plan for an integrated
workforce development system for the state, as described in
Section 37-153-7. Such deputy commissioner shall be a person with
extensive experience in development of economic, human and
physical resources, with an emphasis in the corrections or reentry
environments preferred. The Deputy Commissioner for Workforce
Development shall have at least a bachelor's degree from a
state-accredited institution and no less than eight (8) years of
professional experience related to workforce development. The
Deputy Commissioner for Workforce Development, with the assistance
from the Office of Workforce Development, shall:

(1) Inventory and measure the effectiveness of
current workforce development programs in the state corrections
system, with the goal of eliminating any programs which do not
result in desired outcomes, including, but not limited to, an
increase in employment in reentering offenders, a better
environment within correctional facilities in the state, or a
reduction in recidivism;

(11) Partner with educational institutions to
provide additional opportunities in workforce development programs
for offenders leading to high-wage, high-skill jobs upon reentry;

(1ii) Provide information, as appropriate, to
offenders on workforce development programs available within the

corrections system;
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(iv) Work with industry to identify barriers which
inhibit offender reentry and employment and evaluate the
responsiveness of the corrections system and other support
entities to the needs of industry;

(v) Develop short- and long-term goals for the
state related to workforce development and reentry offender
employment within the corrections system, and

(vi) Perform a comprehensive review of workforce
development in the corrections system, including the amount
expended on programs supported by state or federal money and their
outcomes.

Out of the deputy commissioners employed under this
subsection (1), as set out in paragraphs (a) through (e), the
commissioner shall designate one (1) of the commissioners as an
executive deputy commissioner who shall have the duties prescribed
under Section 47-5-8.

(2) The commissioner shall employ an administrative
assistant for parole matters who shall be selected by the State
Parole Board who shall be an employee of the department assigned
to the State Parole Board and who shall be located at the office
of the State Parole Board, and who shall work under the guidance,
supervision and direction of the board.

(3) The administrative assistant for parole matters shall
receive an annual salary to be established by the Legislature.

The salaries of department employees not established by the
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Legislature shall receive an annual salary established by the
State Personnel Board.

(4) The commissioner shall employ a superintendent for the
Parchman facility, Central Mississippi Correctional Facility and
South Mississippi Correctional Institution of the Department of
Corrections. The Superintendent of the Mississippi State
Penitentiary shall reside on the grounds of the Parchman facility.
FEach superintendent shall appoint an officer in charge when he is
absent.

Each superintendent shall develop and implement a plan for
the prevention and control of an inmate riot and shall file a
report with the Chairman of the Senate Corrections Committee and
the Chairman of the House Penitentiary Committee on the first day
of each regular session of the Legislature regarding the status of
the plan.

In order that the grievances and complaints of inmates,
employees and visitors at each facility may be heard in a timely
and orderly manner, each superintendent shall appoint or designate
an employee at the facility to hear grievances and complaints and
to report grievances and complaints to the superintendent. Each
superintendent shall institute procedures as are necessary to
provide confidentiality to those who file grievances and
complaints.

(5) For a one-year period beginning July 1, 2016, any person
authorized for employment under this section shall not be subject
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to the rules, regulations and procedures of the State Personnel
Board, except as otherwise provided under Section 25-9-127(5).
SECTION 2. Section 47-5-28, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:
47-5-28. The commissioner shall have the following powers
and duties:

(a) To implement and administer laws and policy
relating to corrections and coordinate the efforts of the
department with those of the federal government and other state
departments and agencies, county governments, municipal
governments, and private agencies concerned with providing
offender services;

(b) To establish standards, in cooperation with other
state agencies having responsibility as provided by law, provide
technical assistance, and exercise the requisite supervision as it
relates to correctional programs over all state-supported adult
correctional facilities and community-based programs;

(c) To promulgate and publish such rules, regulations
and policies of the department as are needed for the efficient
government and maintenance of all facilities and programs in
accord insofar as possible with currently accepted standards of
adult offender care and treatment;

(d) To provide the Parole Board with suitable and

sufficient office space and support resources and staff necessary
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to conduct Parole Board business under the guidance of the
Chairman of the Parole Board;

(e) To contract for transitional reentry center beds
that will be used as noncorrections housing for offenders released
from the department on parole, probation or post-release
supervision but do not have appropriate housing available upon
release. At least one hundred (100) but no more than eight
hundred (800) transitional reentry center beds contracted by the
department and chosen by the Parole Board shall be available for
the Parole Board to place parolees without appropriate housing;

(f) To designate deputy commissioners while performing
their officially assigned duties relating to the custody, control,
transportation, recapture or arrest of any offender within the
jurisdiction of the department or any offender of any jail,
penitentiary, public workhouse or overnight lockup of the state or
any political subdivision thereof not within the jurisdiction of
the department, to the status of peace officers anywhere in the
state in any matter relating to the custody, control,
transportation or recapture of such offender, and shall have the
status of law enforcement officers and peace officers as
contemplated by Sections 45-6-3, 97-3-7 and 97-3-109.

For the purpose of administration and enforcement of this
chapter, deputy commissioners of the Mississippi Department of
Corrections, who are certified by the Mississippi Board on Law
Enforcement Officer Standards and Training, have the powers of a
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law enforcement officer of this state. Such powers shall include
to make arrests and to serve and execute search warrants and other
valid legal process anywhere within the State of Mississippi while
performing their officially assigned duties relating to the
custody, control, transportation, recapture or arrest of any
offender within the Jjurisdiction of the department or any offender
of any jail, penitentiary, public workhouse or overnight lockup of
the state or any political subdivision thereof not within the
jurisdiction of the department in any matter relating to the
custody, control, transportation or recapture of such offender;

(g) To make an annual report to the Governor and the
Legislature reflecting the activities of the department and make
recommendations for improvement of the services to be performed by
the department;

(h) To cooperate fully with periodic independent
internal investigations of the department and to file the report
with the Governor and the Legislature;

(1) To contract with licensed special care facilities
for paroled inmates to provide authorized medical services and
support services for medically frail inmates who have been paroled
and who have voluntary submitted to the Department of Corrections
an address to one of the licensed care facilities to receive such

services; and
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(3) To perform such other duties necessary to
effectively and efficiently carry out the purposes of the
department as may be directed by the Governor.

SECTION 3. Section 47-7-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

47-T7-3. (1) Every prisoner who has been convicted of any
offense against the State of Mississippi, and is confined in the
execution of a judgment of such conviction in the Mississippi
Department of Corrections for a definite term or terms of one (1)
year or over, or for the term of his or her natural life, whose
record of conduct shows that such prisoner has observed the rules
of the department, and who has served the minimum required time
for parole eligibility, may be released on parole as set forth
herein:

(a) Habitual offenders. Except as provided by Sections
99-19-81 through 99-19-87, no person sentenced as a confirmed and
habitual criminal shall be eligible for parole;

(b) Sex offenders. Any person who has been sentenced
for a sex offense as defined in Section 45-33-23(h) shall not be
released on parole except for a person under the age of nineteen
(19) who has been convicted under Section 97-3-67;

(c) Capital offenders. No person sentenced for the
following offenses shall be eligible for parole:

(1) Capital murder committed on or after July 1,
1994, as defined in Section 97-3-19(2);
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(ii) Any offense to which an offender is sentenced
to life imprisonment under the provisions of Section 99-19-101; or

(iii) Any offense to which an offender is
sentenced to life imprisonment without eligibility for parole
under the provisions of Section 99-19-101, whose crime was
committed on or after July 1, 1994;

(d) Murder. No person sentenced for murder in the
first degree, whose crime was committed on or after June 30, 1995,
or murder in the second degree, as defined in Section 97-3-19,
shall be eligible for parole;

(e) Human trafficking. No person sentenced for human
trafficking, as defined in Section 97-3-54.1, whose crime was
committed on or after July 1, 2014, shall be eligible for parole;

(f) Drug trafficking. No person sentenced for
trafficking and aggravated trafficking, as defined in Section
41-29-139(f) through (g), shall be eligible for parole;

(g) Offenses specifically prohibiting parole release.
No person shall be eligible for parole who is convicted of any
offense that specifically prohibits parole release;

(h) (1) Offenders eligible for parole consideration
for offenses committed after June 30, 1995. Except as provided in
paragraphs (a) through (g) of this subsection, offenders may be
considered eligible for parole release as follows:

1. Nonviolent crimes. All persons sentenced

for a nonviolent offense shall be eligible for parole only after
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they have served twenty-five percent (25%) or ten (10) years,
whichever is less, of the sentence or sentences imposed by the
trial court. For purposes of this paragraph, "nonviolent crime"
means a felony not designated as a crime of violence in Section
97-3-2.

2. Violent crimes. A person who is sentenced
for a violent offense as defined in Section 97-3-2, except robbery
with a deadly weapon as defined in Section 97-3-79, drive-by
shooting as defined in Section 97-3-109, and carjacking as defined
in Section 97-3-117, shall be eligible for parole only after
having served fifty percent (50%) or twenty (20) years, whichever
is less, of the sentence or sentences imposed by the trial court.
Those persons sentenced for robbery with a deadly weapon as
defined in Section 97-3-79, drive-by shooting as defined in
Section 97-3-109, and carjacking as defined in Section 97-3-117,
shall be eligible for parole only after having served sixty
percent (60%) or twenty-five (25) years, whichever is less, of the
sentence or sentences imposed by the trial court.

3. Nonviolent and nonhabitual drug offenses.
A person who has been sentenced to a drug offense pursuant to
Section 41-29-139(a) through (d), whose crime was committed after
June 30, 1995, shall be eligible for parole only after he has
served twenty-five percent (25%) or ten (10) years, whichever is

less, of the sentence or sentences imposed.
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(11) Parole hearing required. All persons
eligible for parole under subparagraph (i) of this paragraph (h)
who are serving a sentence or sentences for a crime of violence,
as defined in Section 97-3-2, shall be required to have a parole
hearing before the Parole Board pursuant to Section 47-7-17, prior
to parole release.

(1ii) Geriatric parole. Notwithstanding the
provisions in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph (h), a person
serving a sentence who has reached the age of sixty (60) or older
and who has served no less than ten (10) years of the sentence or
sentences imposed by the trial court shall be eligible for parole.
Any person eligible for parole under this subparagraph (iii) shall
be required to have a parole hearing before the board prior to
parole release. No inmate shall be eligible for parole under this
subparagraph (iii) of this paragraph (h) if:

1. The inmate is sentenced as a habitual
offender under Sections 99-19-81 through 99-19-87;

2. The inmate 1is sentenced for a crime of
violence under Section 97-3-2;

3. The inmate is sentenced for an offense
that specifically prohibits parole release;

4. The inmate is sentenced for trafficking in

controlled substances under Section 41-29-139(f);

5. The inmate is sentenced for a sex crime;
or
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6. The inmate has not served one-fourth (1/4)
of the sentence imposed by the court.

(iv) Parole consideration as authorized by the
trial court. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of
this subsection, any offender who has not committed a crime of
violence under Section 97-3-2 and has served twenty-five percent
(25%) or more of his sentence may be paroled by the State Parole
Board if, after the sentencing judge or if the sentencing judge is
retired, disabled or incapacitated, the senior circuit judge
authorizes the offender to be eligible for parole consideration;
or if the senior circuit judge must be recused, another circuit
judge of the same district or a senior status judge may hear and
decide the matter. A petition for parole eligibility
consideration pursuant to this subparagraph (iv) shall be filed in
the original criminal cause or causes, and the offender shall
serve an executed copy of the petition on the District Attorney.
The court may, in its discretion, require the District Attorney to
respond to the petition.

(2) The State Parole Board shall, by rules and regulations,
establish a method of determining a tentative parole hearing date
for each eligible offender taken into the custody of the
Department of Corrections. The tentative parole hearing date
shall be determined within ninety (90) days after the department
has assumed custody of the offender. Except as provided in

Section 47-7-18, the parole hearing date shall occur when the
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offender is within thirty (30) days of the month of his parole
eligibility date. Any parole eligibility date shall not be
earlier than as required in this section.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an inmate
shall not be eligible to receive earned time, good time or any
other administrative reduction of time which shall reduce the time
necessary to be served for parole eligibility as provided in
subsection (1) of this section.

(4) Any inmate within forty-eight (48) months of his parole
eligibility date and who meets the criteria established by the
classification board shall receive priority for placement in any
educational development and job-training programs that are part of
his or her parole case plan. Any inmate refusing to participate
in an educational development or job-training program, including,
but not limited to, programs required as part of the case plan,
shall be in jeopardy of noncompliance with the case plan and may
be denied parole.

(5) In addition to other requirements, if an offender is
convicted of a drug or driving under the influence felony, the
offender must complete a drug and alcohol rehabilitation program
prior to parole, or the offender shall be required to complete a
postrelease drug and alcohol program as a condition of parole.

(6) Except as provided in subsection (1) (a) through (h) of
this section, all other persons shall be eligible for parole after
serving twenty-five percent (25%) of the sentence or sentences
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imposed by the trial court, or, if sentenced to thirty (30) years
or more, after serving ten (10) years of the sentence or sentences
imposed by the trial court.

(7) The Corrections and Criminal Justice Oversight Task
Force established in Section 47-5-6 shall develop and submit
recommendations to the Governor and to the Legislature annually on
or before December 1lst concerning issues relating to juvenile and
habitual offender parole reform and to review and monitor the
implementation of Chapter 479, Laws of 2021.

(8) The amendments contained in Chapter 479, Laws of 2021,
shall apply retroactively from and after July 1, 1995.

(9) Notwithstanding provisions to the contrary in this
section, a person who was sentenced before July 1, 2021, may be
considered for parole if the person's sentence would have been
parole eligible before July 1, 2021.

(10) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2024.

SECTION 4. Section 47-7-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, 1is
brought forward as follows:

47-7-5. (1) The State Parole Board, created under former
Section 47-7-5, is hereby created, continued and reconstituted and
shall be composed of five (5) members. The Governor shall appoint
the members with the advice and consent of the Senate. All terms
shall be at the will and pleasure of the Governor. Any vacancy

shall be filled by the Governor, with the advice and consent of

the Senate. The Governor shall appoint a chairman of the board.
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(2) Any person who is appointed to serve on the board shall
possess at least a bachelor's degree or a high school diploma and
four (4) years' work experience. Each member shall devote his
full time to the duties of his office and shall not engage in any
other business or profession or hold any other public office. A
member shall receive compensation or per diem in addition to his
or her salary. Each member shall keep such hours and workdays as
required of full-time state employees under Section 25-1-98.
Individuals shall be appointed to serve on the board without
reference to their political affiliations. Each board member,
including the chairman, may be reimbursed for actual and necessary
expenses as authorized by Section 25-3-41. Each member of the
board shall complete annual training developed based on guidance
from the National Institute of Corrections, the Association of
Paroling Authorities International, or the American Probation and
Parole Association. Each first-time appointee of the board shall,
within sixty (60) days of appointment, or as soon as practical,
complete training for first-time Parole Board members developed in
consideration of information from the National Institute of
Corrections, the Association of Paroling Authorities
International, or the American Probation and Parole Association.

(3) The board shall have exclusive responsibility for the

granting of parole as provided by Sections 47-7-3 and 47-7-17 and

shall have exclusive authority for revocation of the same. The
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board shall have exclusive responsibility for investigating
clemency recommendations upon request of the Governor.

(4) The board, its members and staff, shall be immune from
civil liability for any official acts taken in good faith and in
exercise of the board's legitimate governmental authority.

(5) The budget of the board shall be funded through a
separate line item within the general appropriation bill for the
support and maintenance of the department. Employees of the
department which are employed by or assigned to the board shall
work under the guidance and supervision of the board. There shall
be an executive secretary to the board who shall be responsible
for all administrative and general accounting duties related to
the board. The executive secretary shall keep and preserve all
records and papers pertaining to the board.

(6) The board shall have no authority or responsibility for
supervision of offenders granted a release for any reason,
including, but not limited to, probation, parole or executive
clemency or other offenders requiring the same through interstate
compact agreements. The supervision shall be provided exclusively
by the staff of the Division of Community Corrections of the
department.

(7) (a) The Parole Board is authorized to select and place
offenders in an electronic monitoring program under the conditions
and criteria imposed by the Parole Board. The conditions,
restrictions and requirements of Section 47-7-17 and Sections
H. B. No. 1130 00 OO A ~ OFFICIAL ~
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47-5-1001 through 47-5-1015 shall apply to the Parole Board and
any offender placed in an electronic monitoring program by the
Parole Board.

(b) Any offender placed in an electronic monitoring
program under this subsection shall pay the program fee provided
in Section 47-5-1013. The program fees shall be deposited in the
special fund created in Section 47-5-1007.

(c) The department shall have absolute immunity from
liability for any injury resulting from a determination by the
Parole Board that an offender be placed in an electronic
monitoring program.

(8) (a) The Parole Board shall maintain a central registry
of paroled inmates. The Parole Board shall place the following
information on the registry: name, address, photograph, crime for
which paroled, the date of the end of parole or flat-time date and
other information deemed necessary. The Parole Board shall
immediately remove information on a parolee at the end of his
parole or flat-time date.

(b) When a person is placed on parole, the Parole Board
shall inform the parolee of the duty to report to the parole
officer any change in address ten (10) days before changing
address.

(c) The Parole Board shall utilize an Internet website

or other electronic means to release or publish the information.
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(d) Records maintained on the registry shall be open to
law enforcement agencies and the public and shall be available no
later than July 1, 2003.

(9) An affirmative vote of at least four (4) members of the
Parole Board shall be required to grant parole to an inmate
convicted of capital murder or a sex crime.

(10) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2025.

SECTION 5. Section 47-7-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

47-7-13. A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of all business. A decision to parole an
offender convicted of murder or a sex-related crime shall require
the affirmative vote of three (3) members. The board shall
maintain, in minute book form, a copy of each of its official
actions with the reasons therefor. Suitable and sufficient office
space and support resources and staff necessary to conducting
Parole Board business shall be provided by the Department of
Corrections. However, the principal place for conducting parole
hearings shall be the State Penitentiary at Parchman.

SECTION 6. Section 47-7-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

47-7-17. (1) Within one (1) year after his admission and at
such intervals thereafter as it may determine, the board shall
secure and consider all pertinent information regarding each
offender, except any under sentence of death or otherwise
H. B. No. 1130 0000 ~ OFFICIAL ~

23/HR31/R1414
PAGE 22 (OM\JAB)



547

548

549

550

551

552

553

554

555

556

557

558

559

560

561

562

563

564

565

566

567

568

569

570

571

ineligible for parole, including the circumstances of his offense,
his previous social history, his previous criminal record,
including any records of law enforcement agencies or of a youth
court regarding that offender's juvenile criminal history, his
conduct, employment and attitude while in the custody of the
department, the case plan created to prepare the offender for
parole, and the reports of such physical and mental examinations
as have been made. The board shall furnish at least three (3)
months' written notice to each such offender of the date on which
he is eligible for parole.

(2) Except as provided in Section 47-7-18, the board shall
require a parole-eligible offender to have a hearing as required
in this chapter before the board and to be interviewed. The
hearing shall be held no later than thirty (30) days prior to the
month of eligibility. No application for parole of a person
convicted of a capital offense shall be considered by the board
unless and until notice of the filing of such application shall
have been published at least once a week for two (2) weeks in a
newspaper published in or having general circulation in the county
in which the crime was committed. The board shall, within thirty
(30) days prior to the scheduled hearing, also give notice of the
filing of the application for parole to the victim of the offense
for which the prisoner is incarcerated and being considered for
parole or, in case the offense be homicide, a designee of the

immediate family of the victim, provided the wvictim or designated
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family member has furnished in writing a current address to the
board for such purpose. The victim or designated family member
shall be provided an opportunity to be heard by the board before
the board makes a decision regarding release on parole. The board
shall consider whether any restitution ordered has been paid in
full. Parole release shall, at the hearing, be ordered only for
the best interest of society, not as an award of clemency; it
shall not be considered to be a reduction of sentence or pardon.
An offender shall be placed on parole only when arrangements have
been made for his proper employment or for his maintenance and
care, and when the board believes that he is able and willing to
fulfill the obligations of a law-abiding citizen. When the board
determines that the offender will need transitional housing upon
release in order to improve the likelihood of the offender
becoming a law-abiding citizen, the board may parole the offender
with the condition that the inmate spends no more than six (6)
months in a transitional reentry center. At least fifteen (15)
days prior to the release of an offender on parole, the director
of records of the department shall give the written notice which
is required pursuant to Section 47-5-177. Every offender while on
parole shall remain in the legal custody of the department from
which he was released and shall be amenable to the orders of the
board. Upon determination by the board that an offender is
eligible for release by parole, notice shall also be given within
at least fifteen (15) days before release, by the board to the
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victim of the offense or the victim's family member, as indicated
above, regarding the date when the offender's release shall occur,
provided a current address of the victim or the victim's family
member has been furnished in writing to the board for such
purpose.

(3) Failure to provide notice to the victim or the wvictim's
family member of the filing of the application for parole or of
any decision made by the board regarding parole shall not
constitute grounds for vacating an otherwise lawful parole
determination nor shall it create any right or liability, civilly
or criminally, against the board or any member thereof.

(4) A letter of protest against granting an offender parole
shall not be treated as the conclusive and only reason for not
granting parole.

(5) The board may adopt such other rules not inconsistent
with law as it may deem proper or necessary with respect to the
eligibility of offenders for parole, the conduct of parole
hearings, or conditions to be imposed upon parolees, including a
condition that the parolee submit, as provided in Section 47-5-601
to any type of breath, saliva or urine chemical analysis test, the
purpose of which is to detect the possible presence of alcohol or
a substance prohibited or controlled by any law of the State of
Mississippili or the United States. The board shall have the
authority to adopt rules related to the placement of certain

offenders on unsupervised parole and for the operation of
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transitional reentry centers. However, in no case shall an
offender be placed on unsupervised parole before he has served a
minimum of fifty percent (50%) of the period of supervised parole.

SECTION 7. Section 47-7-18, Mississippi Code of 1972, 1is
brought forward as follows:

47-7-18 (1) No inmate convicted of a sex offense as defined
by Section 45-33-23(h), a crime of violence as defined by Section
97-3-2, or both, nor an inmate who is eligible for geriatric
parole shall be released on parole without a hearing before the
Parole Board as required by Section 47-7-17. All other inmates
eligible for parole pursuant to Section 47-7-3 shall be released
from incarceration to parole supervision on the inmate's parole
eligibility date, without a hearing before the board, if:

(a) The inmate has met the requirements of the parole
case plan established pursuant to Section 47-7-3.1;

(b) A wvictim of the offense has not requested the board
conduct a hearing;

(c) The inmate has not received a serious or major
violation report within the past six (6) months;

(d) The inmate has agreed to the conditions of
supervision; and

(e) The inmate has a discharge plan approved by the
board.

(2) At least thirty (30) days prior to an inmate's parole
eligibility date, the department shall notify the board in writing
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of the inmate's compliance or noncompliance with the case plan.
If an inmate fails to meet a requirement of the case plan, prior
to the parole eligibility date, he or she shall have a hearing
before the board to determine if completion of the case plan can
occur while in the community.

(3) Any inmate for whom there is insufficient information
for the department to determine compliance with the case plan
shall have a hearing with the board.

(4) A hearing shall be held with the board if requested by
the victim following notification of the inmate's parole release
date pursuant to Section 47-7-17.

(5) A hearing shall be held by the board if a law
enforcement official from the community to which the inmate will
return contacts the board or the department and requests a hearing
to consider information relevant to public safety risks posed by
the inmate if paroled at the initial parole eligibility date. The
law enforcement official shall submit an explanation documenting
these concerns for the board to consider.

(6) If a parole hearing is held, the board may determine the
inmate has sufficiently complied with the case plan or that the
incomplete case plan is not the fault of the inmate and that
granting parole is not incompatible with public safety, the board
may then parole the inmate with appropriate conditions. If the
board determines that the inmate has sufficiently complied with

the case plan but the discharge plan indicates that the inmate
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does not have appropriate housing immediately upon release, the
board may parole the inmate to a transitional reentry center with
the condition that the inmate spends no more than six (6) months
in the center. If the board determines that the inmate has not
substantively complied with the requirement (s) of the case plan it
may deny parole. If the board denies parole, the board may
schedule a subsequent parole hearing and, if a new date is
scheduled, the board shall identify the corrective action the
inmate will need to take in order to be granted parole. Any
inmate not released at the time of the inmate's initial parole
date shall have a parole hearing at least every year.

SECTION 8. Section 47-7-27, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

47-7=-27. (1) The board may, at any time and upon a showing
of probable violation of parole, issue a warrant for the return of
any paroled offender to the custody of the department. The
warrant shall authorize all persons named therein to return the
paroled offender to actual custody of the department from which he
was paroled.

(2) Any field supervisor may arrest an offender without a
warrant or may deputize any other person with power of arrest by
giving him a written statement setting forth that the offender
has, in the judgment of that field supervisor, violated the
conditions of his parole or earned-release supervision. The

written statement delivered with the offender by the arresting
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officer to the official in charge of the department facility from
which the offender was released or other place of detention
designated by the department shall be sufficient warrant for the
detention of the offender.

(3) The field supervisor, after making an arrest, shall
present to the detaining authorities a similar statement of the
circumstances of violation. The field supervisor shall at once
notify the board or department of the arrest and detention of the
offender and shall submit a written report showing in what manner
the offender has violated the conditions of parole or
earned-release supervision. An offender for whose return a
warrant has been issued by the board shall, after the issuance of
the warrant, be deemed a fugitive from justice.

(4) Whenever an offender is arrested on a warrant for an
alleged violation of parole as herein provided, the board shall
hold an informal preliminary hearing within seventy-two (72) hours
to determine whether there is reasonable cause to believe the
person has violated a condition of parole. A preliminary hearing
shall not be required when the offender is not under arrest on a
warrant or the offender signed a waiver of a preliminary hearing.
The preliminary hearing may be conducted electronically.

(5) The right of the State of Mississippi to extradite
persons and return fugitives from justice, from other states to
this state, shall not be impaired by this chapter and shall remain

in full force and effect. An offender convicted of a felony
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committed while on parole, whether in the State of Mississippi or
another state, shall immediately have his parole revoked upon
presentment of a certified copy of the commitment order to the
board. If an offender is on parole and the offender is convicted
of a felony for a crime committed prior to the offender being
placed on parole, whether in the State of Mississippi or another
state, the offender may have his parole revoked upon presentment
of a certified copy of the commitment order to the board.

(6) (a) The board shall hold a hearing for any parolee who
is detained as a result of a warrant or a violation report within
twenty-one (21) days of the parolee's admission to detention. The
board may, in its discretion, terminate the parole or modify the
terms and conditions thereof. If the board revokes parole for one
or more technical violations the board shall impose a period of
imprisonment to be served in a technical violation center operated
by the department not to exceed ninety (90) days for the first
revocation and not to exceed one hundred twenty (120) days for the
second revocation. For the third revocation, the board may impose
a period of imprisonment to be served in a technical violation
center for up to one hundred and eighty (180) days or the board
may impose the remainder of the suspended portion of the sentence.
For the fourth and any subsequent revocation, the board may impose
up to the remainder of the suspended portion of the sentence. The
period of imprisonment in a technical violation center imposed

under this section shall not be reduced in any manner.
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(b) If the board does not hold a hearing or does not
take action on the violation within the twenty-one-day time frame
in paragraph (a) of this subsection, the parolee shall be released
from detention and shall return to parole status. The board may
subsequently hold a hearing and may revoke parole or may continue
parole and modify the terms and conditions of parole. If the
board revokes parole for one or more technical violations the
board shall impose a period of imprisonment to be served in a
technical violation center operated by the department not to
exceed ninety (90) days for the first revocation and not to exceed
one hundred twenty (120) days for the second revocation. For the
third revocation, the board may impose a period of imprisonment to
be served in a technical violation center for up to one hundred
eighty (180) days or the board may impose the remainder of the
suspended portion of the sentence. For the fourth and any
subsequent revocation, the board may impose up to the remainder of
the suspended portion of the sentence. The period of imprisonment
in a technical violation center imposed under this section shall
not be reduced in any manner.

(c) For a parolee charged with one or more technical
violations who has not been detained awaiting the revocation
hearing, the board may hold a hearing within a reasonable time.
The board may revoke parole or may continue parole and modify the
terms and conditions of parole. If the board revokes parole for

one or more technical violations the board shall impose a period
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of imprisonment to be served in a technical violation center
operated by the department not to exceed ninety (90) days for the
first revocation and not to exceed one hundred twenty (120) days
for the second revocation. For the third revocation, the board
may impose a period of imprisonment to be served in a technical
violation center for up to one hundred eighty (180) days or the
board may impose the remainder of the suspended portion of the
sentence. For the fourth and any subsequent revocation, the board
may impose up to the remainder of the suspended portion of the
sentence. The period of imprisonment in a technical violation
center imposed under this section shall not be reduced in any
manner.

(7) Unless good cause for the delay is established in the
record of the proceeding, the parole revocation charge shall be
dismissed if the revocation hearing is not held within the thirty
(30) days of the issuance of the warrant.

(8) The chairman and each member of the board and the
designated parole revocation hearing officer may, in the discharge
of their duties, administer oaths, summon and examine witnesses,
and take other steps as may be necessary to ascertain the truth of
any matter about which they have the right to inquire.

(9) The board shall provide semiannually to the Oversight
Task Force the number of warrants issued for an alleged violation
of parole, the average time between detention on a warrant and

preliminary hearing, the average time between detention on a
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warrant and revocation hearing, the number of ninety-day sentences
in a technical violation center issued by the board, the number of
one-hundred-twenty-day sentences in a technical violation center
issued by the board, the number of one-hundred-eighty-day
sentences issued by the board, and the number and average length
of the suspended sentences imposed by the board in response to a
violation.

SECTION 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2023.
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