MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE REGULAR SESSION 2020

By:

OO Jo Ul WD -

Representatives Barton, Carpenter To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BILL NO. 1034

AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW SECTION OF LAW TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF DISTINCTIVE MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE TAGS TO PERSONS WHO
ARE HONORABLY DISCHARGED VETERANS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED
FORCES; TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF DISTINCTIVE MOTOR VEHICLE
LICENSE TAGS TO PERSONS WHO ARE RECIPIENTS OF THE BRONZE STAR; TO
AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF DISTINCTIVE MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE TAGS
TO PERSONS WHO ARE HONORABLY DISCHARGED VETERANS OF THE UNITED
STATES ARMED FORCES WHO SERVED IN THE VIETNAM CONFLICT AND WERE
AWARDED A VIETNAM SERVICE RIBBON; TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
DISTINCTIVE MOTORCYCLE LICENSE TAGS TO PERSONS WHO ARE VETERANS OF
THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES; TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
DISTINCTIVE GOLD STAR MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE TAGS TO FAMILY MEMBERS
OF SERVICE MEMBERS WHO HAVE DIED WHILE SERVING ON ACTIVE DUTY IN
THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES WHILE THE UNITED STATES WAS
ENGAGED IN HOSTILE ACTIVITIES OR A TIME OF WAR AND TO PROVIDE THAT
ONE GOLD STAR LICENSE TAG ISSUED TO THE MOTHER OF THE SERVICE
MEMBER WHO WAS KILLED AND ONE GOLD STAR LICENSE TAG ISSUED TO THE
SPOUSE OF THE SERVICE MEMBER WHO WAS KILLED SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM
AD VALOREM TAXES, PRIVILEGE TAXES AND ALL OTHER TAXES AND FEES; TO
AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF DISTINCTIVE MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE TAGS
TO PERSONS WHO ARE IRAQ VETERANS; TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
DISTINCTIVE MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE TAGS TO PERSONS WHO ARE
AFGHANISTAN VETERANS; TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF DISTINCTIVE
MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE TAGS TO PERSONS WHO ARE RECIPIENTS OF THE
NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDAL; TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
DISTINCTIVE MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE TAGS TO PERSONS WHO ARE COMBAT
VETERANS; TO PRESCRIBE AN ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH
DISTINCTIVE MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE TAGS; TO PROVIDE FOR THE
DISTRIBUTION OF THE ADDITIONAL FEES COLLECTED; TO AMEND SECTIONS
27-19-56.12, 27-19-56.62, 27-19-56.85, 27-19-56.125, 27-19-56.162,
27-19-56.186, 27-19-56.187, 27-19-56.199, 27-19-56.450,
27-19-56.44 AND 27-51-41, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO
THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. (1) (a) In recognition of the patriotic service

rendered by Mississippians who are honorably discharged veterans
who served in the United States Armed Forces, any such person is
privileged to obtain distinctive motor vehicle license plates or
tags for each motor vehicle registered in his name identifying his
status as a veteran. The Department of Revenue, with concurrence
by the Mississippi Veterans Affairs, shall develop decals to be
affixed to the license tag indicating branch and period of
military service. The distinctive plates or tags shall be of a
color and design designated by the Department of Revenue with
concurrence by the Mississippi Veterans Affairs.

(b) (i) The distinctive license plates shall be
prepared by the Department of Revenue and shall be issued through
the tax collectors of the counties in the same manner as are other
motor vehicle license plates or tags. An additional annual tag
fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) shall be collected by the tax
collector for such license plates or tags and shall be remitted to
the Department of Revenue on a monthly basis as prescribed by the
department. The additional fee is due and payable at the time the
original application is made for a distinctive tag under this
subsection (1) and thereafter annually at the time of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive license
tag. The Department of Revenue shall deposit such fee to the

credit of a fund to be administered by the board of the
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Mississippi Veterans Affairs for the support of indigent veterans
who are residents of the state veterans homes and the support of
the operations of the state veterans homes and cemeteries.
Unexpended amounts remaining in such fund at the end of a fiscal
year shall be transferred to the Mississippi Veterans Cemetery
Perpetual Care Fund created in House Bill No. 448, 2020 Regular
Session.

(ii) A person issued a distinctive plate or tag
under Section 27-19-56.12 before July 1, 2020, may renew the plate
under this subsection (1) in the manner provided for the issuance
and renewal of a distinctive plate or tag under this subsection
(1) . However, the person shall not be required to provide the
written evidence required in paragraph (c) of this subsection (1).
The additional fee collected from the renewal of such a
distinctive plate shall be distributed in the manner provided in
this subsection (1).

(c) An applicant for such distinctive plates shall
present to the issuing official written evidence of the veteran's
service. Such evidence shall include a copy of the applicant's
DD-214 form, a Report of Separation from Military Service, a
military discharge document, or a written certification of
military service from the Mississippi Veterans Affairs. The
distinctive license plates or tags so issued shall be used only
upon a personally or Jjointly owned private passenger vehicle (to

include station wagons, recreational motor vehicles and pickup
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trucks) registered in the name, or Jjointly in the name, of the
person making application therefor, and when issued to such person
shall be used upon the vehicle for which issued in lieu of the
standard license plate or license tag normally issued for such
vehicle.

(d) The distinctive license plates shall not be
transferable between motor vehicle owners; and in the event the
owner of a vehicle bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade,
exchange or otherwise dispose of the vehicle, such plate shall be
retained by such owner and returned to the tax collector.

(2) (a) (i) In recognition of the patriotic services
rendered by Mississippians who are recipients of the Bronze Star,
any such person, upon complying with the motor vehicle laws
relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles, and upon
payment of the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad valorem taxes
and registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and other noncommercial motor vehicles,
and upon payment of an additional annual fee in the amount
provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection (2), shall be
privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive motor vehicle license
plate or tag for each motor vehicle registered in his name
identifying him as a recipient of the Bronze Star.

(ii) A person who is privileged to obtain a
distinctive motor vehicle license plate or tag identifying such

person as a recipient of the Bronze Star and who is eligible to
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obtain a special license plate under Section 27-19-56 is
privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive motor vehicle license
plate or tag bearing the International Symbol of Access adopted by
Rehabilitation International in 1969 at its Eleventh World
Congress on Rehabilitation of the disabled and identifying such
person as a recipient of the Bronze Star.

(iii) Except as otherwise provided in subparagraph
(ii) of this paragraph (a), the tags shall be of such color and
design as the Department of Revenue shall prescribe, subject to
the approval of the Mississippi License Tag Commission, and shall
consist of such letters or numbers, or both, as may be necessary
to distinguish each license tag.

(b) Application for the distinctive license tags shall
be made to the county tax collector on forms prescribed by the
Department of Revenue. Applicants for such distinctive license
tags shall present to the issuing official written proof that the
applicant is a recipient of the Bronze Star; however, if the
person 1is applying for a distinctive tag pursuant to paragraph
(a) (i1) of this subsection (2), the applicant shall also meet the
requirements of Section 27-19-56. The application and the
additional fee, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax
collector, shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue on a
monthly basis as prescribed by the department. The portion of the
additional fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited

into the county general fund.
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(c) (i) Beginning with any registration year
commencing on or after July 1, 2020, any person applying for a
distinctive license tag under this subsection (2) shall pay an
additional fee in the amount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each
distinctive license tag applied for under this subsection (2),
which shall be in addition to all other taxes and fees. The
additional fee paid shall be for a period of time to run
concurrently with the vehicle's established license tag year. The
additional fee is due and payable at the time the original
application is made for a distinctive license tag under this
subsection (2) and thereafter annually at the time of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive license
tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive license
tag, he must surrender it to the local county tax collector.

(i1i) A person issued a distinctive plate or tag
under Section 27-19-56.62 before July 1, 2020, may renew the plate
or tag under this subsection (2) in the manner provided for the
issuance and renewal of a distinctive plate or tag under this
subsection (2). The person shall not be required to provide the
written proof required in paragraph (b) of this subsection (2);
however, if the person is applying for renewal of a distinctive
tag described in paragraph (a) (ii) of this subsection (2), the
applicant shall also meet the requirements of Section 27-19-56.

The additional fee collected from the renewal of such a

H. B. No. 1034 0001 O ~ OFFICIAL ~
20/HR12/R1306.1 ST: Distinctive motor vehicle license tags;
PAGE 6 (BS\AM) revise provisions regarding issuance of wvarious

veterans tags.



158

159

160

161

162

163

164

165

166

167

168

169

170

171

172

173

174

175

176

177

178

179

180

181

182

distinctive plate or tag shall be distributed in the manner
provided in paragraph (d) this subsection (1).

(d) The Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees
into the State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each
month, the Department of Revenue shall certify the total fees
collected under this subsection (2) to the State Treasurer who
shall distribute such collections as follows:

(i) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each
additional fee collected on distinctive license tags issued or
renewed under this subsection (2) shall be deposited in the State
Treasury to the credit of a special fund to be administered by the
board of the Mississippi Veterans Affairs for the support of
indigent veterans who are residents of the state veterans homes
and the support of the operations of the state veterans homes and
cemeteries. Unexpended amounts remaining in such fund at the end
of a fiscal year shall be transferred to the Mississippili Veterans
Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund created in House Bill No. 448, 2020
Regular Session.

(1i) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (2) shall be deposited into the Mississippi
Burn Care Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(1i1) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant

to this subsection (2) shall be deposited to the credit of the
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State Highway Fund to be expended solely for the repair,
maintenance, construction or reconstruction of highways.

(iv) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (2) shall be deposited to the credit of the
special fund created in Section 27-19-44.2.

(e) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
this subsection (2). The regular license tag must be surrendered
to the tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag
under this subsection (2). The tax collector shall issue up to
two (2) license decals for each distinctive license tag issued or
renewed under this subsection (2), which will expire the same
month and year as the regular license tag.

(f) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive
license tag issued or renewed under this subsection (2), the owner
may make application and affidavit for a replacement distinctive
license tag as provided by Section 27-19-37. The fee for a
replacement distinctive license tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00).
The tax collector receiving such application and affidavit shall
be entitled to retain and deposit into the county general fund
five percent (5%) of the fee for such replacement license tag and
the remainder shall be distributed in the same manner as funds
from the sale of regular distinctive license tags issued or

renewed under this subsection (2).
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(3) (a) In recognition of the patriotic service rendered by
Mississippians who are honorably discharged veterans who served in
the United States Armed Forces during the Vietnam Conflict and
were awarded a Vietnam Service Ribbon, any such person is
privileged to obtain distinctive motor vehicle license plates or
tags for each motor vehicle registered in his name identifying his
status as a Vietnam veteran. The Department of Revenue, with
concurrence by the Mississippi Veterans Affairs, shall develop
decals to be affixed to the license tag indicating branch and
period of military service. The distinctive plates or tags shall
be of a color and design designated by the Department of Revenue
with concurrence by the Mississippi Veterans Affairs.

(b) (i) The distinctive license plates shall be
prepared by the Department of Revenue and shall be issued through
the tax collectors of the counties in the same manner as are other
motor vehicle license plates or tags. An additional annual tag
fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) shall be collected by the tax
collector for such license plates or tags and shall be remitted to
the Department of Revenue on a monthly basis as prescribed by the
department. The additional fee is due and payable at the time the
original application is made for a distinctive tag under this
subsection (3) and thereafter annually at the time of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive license
tag. The Department of Revenue shall deposit such fee to the

credit of a fund to be administered by the board of the
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Mississippi Veterans Affairs for the support of indigent veterans
who are residents of the state veterans homes and the support of
the operations of the state veterans homes and cemeteries.
Unexpended amounts remaining in such fund at the end of a fiscal
year shall be transferred to the Mississippi Veterans Cemetery
Perpetual Care Fund created in House Bill No. 448, 2020 Regular
Session.

(ii) A person issued a distinctive plate or tag
under Section 27-19-56.85 before July 1, 2020, may renew the plate
or tag under this subsection (3) in the manner provided for the
issuance and renewal of a distinctive plate or tag under this
subsection (3). However, the person shall not be required to
provide the written evidence required in paragraph (c) of this
subsection (3). The additional fee collected from the renewal of
such a distinctive plate shall be distributed in the manner
provided in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph (b).

(c) An applicant for such distinctive plates shall
present to the issuing official written evidence of the veteran's
service. Such evidence shall include a copy of the applicant's
DD-214 form, a Report of Separation from Military Service, a
military discharge document, or a written certification of
military service from the Mississippi Veterans Affairs. The
distinctive license plates or tags so issued shall be used only
upon a personally or Jjointly owned private passenger vehicle (to

include station wagons, recreational motor vehicles and pickup
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trucks) registered in the name, or Jjointly in the name, of the
person making application therefor, and when issued to such person
shall be used upon the vehicle for which issued in lieu of the
standard license plate or license tag normally issued for such
vehicle.

(d) The distinctive license plates shall not be
transferable between motor vehicle owners; and in the event the
owner of a vehicle bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade,
exchange or otherwise dispose of the vehicle, such plate shall be
retained by such owner and returned to the tax collector.

(e) In order for a distinctive license tag to be issued
under this subsection (3), the provisions of Section 27-19-44(2)
must be complied with before July 1, 2023.

(4) (a) In recognition of the patriotic service rendered by
Mississippians who are veterans of the United States Armed Forces,
beginning with any registration year commencing on or after July
1, 2020, any such person is privileged to obtain distinctive
motorcycle license plates or tags for each motorcycle registered
in his name identifying his status as a veteran. The Department
of Revenue, with concurrence by the Mississippi Veterans Affairs,
shall develop decals to be affixed to the license plate or tag
indicating branch and period of military service. The distinctive
plates or tags shall be of a color and design designated by the

Department of Revenue with concurrence by the Mississippi Veterans

Affairs.
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(b) (i) The distinctive license plates shall be
prepared by the Department of Revenue and shall be issued through
the tax collectors of the counties in the same manner as are other
motor vehicle license plates or tags. An additional annual tag
fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) shall be collected by the tax
collector for such license plates or tags and shall be remitted to
the Department of Revenue on a monthly basis as prescribed by the
department. The additional fee is due and payable at the time the
original application is made for a distinctive tag under this
subsection (4) and thereafter annually at the time of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive license
tag. The Department of Revenue shall deposit such fee to the
credit of a fund to be administered by the board of the
Mississippli Veterans Affairs for the support of indigent veterans
who are residents of the state veteran homes and the support of
the operations of the state veterans homes and cemeteries.
Unexpended amounts remaining in such fund at the end of a fiscal
year shall be transferred to the Mississippi Veterans Cemetery
Perpetual Care Fund created in House Bill No. 448, 2020 Regular
Session.

(ii) A person issued a distinctive plate or tag
under Section 27-19-56.125 before July 1, 2020, may renew the
plate or tag under this subsection (4) in the manner provided for

the issuance and renewal of a distinctive plate or tag under this

subsection (4). However, the person shall not be required to
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provide the written proof required in paragraph (c) of this
subsection (4). The additional fee collected from the renewal of
such a distinctive plate shall be distributed in the manner
provided in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph (b).

(c) An applicant for the distinctive plates shall
present to the issuing official written evidence of the veteran's
service. The evidence shall include a copy of the applicant's
DD-214 form, a Report of Separation from Military Service, a
military discharge document, a written certification of military
service from the Mississippi Veterans Affairs or a valid military
identification card; however, a distinctive license plate or tag
shall not be issued under this subsection (4) to any person who
was dishonorably discharged from the United States Armed Forces.
The distinctive license plates or tags so issued shall be used
only upon a personally or jointly owned private motorcycle
registered in the name, or jointly in the name, of the person
making the application, and when issued to the person shall be
used upon the motorcycle for which issued in lieu of the standard
license plate or license tag normally issued for the motorcycle.

(d) The distinctive license plates shall not be
transferable between motorcycle owners; and in the event the owner
of a motorcycle bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade,
exchange or otherwise dispose of the motorcycle, the plate shall

be retained by the owner and returned to the tax collector.
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(5) (a) There shall be issued beginning July 1, 2020,
special motor vehicle license tags honoring the family members of
service members who have died while serving on active duty in the
Armed Forces of the United States while the United States was
engaged in hostile activities or a time of war. The license tag
shall be officially designated as the Gold Star license plate.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection
(5), any owner of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state
and a family member of a service member who has died while serving
on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States while the
United States was engaged in hostile activities or a time of war,
upon payment of the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad valorem
taxes and registration fees as prescribed by law for private
carriers of passengers, pickup trucks and other noncommercial
motor vehicles, and upon payment of an additional fee in the
amount provided in paragraph (e) of this subsection (5), shall be
issued a Gold Star license tag for any motor vehicle registered in
his name. The distinctive license tag shall be of such color and
design as the Department of Revenue, with the advice of supporters
of this license tag, may prescribe; however, the license tag shall
bear in a conspicuous place a gold star with blue fringe on a
white background with a red border that is the symbol for a fallen
service member and shall have the words "Gold Star Family" and the
branch of the United States Armed Forces in which the family

member served displayed on it.
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(c) One (1) Gold Star license tag issued to the mother
of the service member who died while serving on active duty in the
Armed Forces of the United States while the United States was
engaged in hostile activities or a time of war after September 11,
2001, and one (1) Gold Star license tag issued to the unremarried
spouse of the service member who died while serving on active duty
in the Armed Forces of the United States while the United States
was engaged in hostile activities or a time of war after September
11, 2001, shall be exempt from ad valorem taxes, privilege taxes
and all other taxes and fees.

(d) Application for the distinctive license tags
authorized by this subsection (5) shall be made to the county tax
collector on forms prescribed by the Department of Revenue. The
application and the additional fee imposed under subsection (5) of
this section, less Two Dollars ($2.00) thereof to be retained by
the tax collector, shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue
on a monthly basis as prescribed by the department. The portion
of the additional fee retained by the tax collector shall be
deposited into the county general fund.

(e) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this
subsection (5), beginning with any registration year commencing on
or after July 1, 2020, any person applying for a distinctive
license tag under this subsection (5) shall pay an additional fee
in the amount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive

license tag applied for under this subsection (5), which shall be
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in addition to all other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid
shall be for a period of time to run concurrently with the
vehicle's established license tag year. The additional fee is due
and payable at the time the original application is made for a
distinctive license tag under this subsection (5) and thereafter
annually at the time of renewal registration as long as the owner
retains the distinctive license tag. If the owner does not wish
to retain the distinctive license tag, he must surrender it to the
local county tax collector.

(ii) A person issued a distinctive tag under
Section 27-19-56.162 before July 1, 2020, may renew the tag under
this subsection (5) in the manner provided for the issuance and
renewal of a distinctive plate or tag under this subsection (5).
However, the person shall not be required to provide the
documentation and proof required in paragraph (i) of this
subsection (5). The additional fee collected from the renewal of
such a distinctive plate shall be distributed in the manner
provided in paragraph (f) of this subsection (1).

(£) The Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees
into the State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each
month, the Department of Revenue shall certify to the State
Treasurer the total fees collected under this subsection (5) from
the issuance or renewal of the distinctive license tags issued or
renewed under this subsection (5). The State Treasurer shall

distribute such collections as follows:
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(1) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each
additional fee collected on distinctive license tags issued or
renewed pursuant to this subsection (5) shall be deposited to the
credit of a fund to be administered by the board of the
Mississippi Veterans Affairs for the support of indigent veterans
who are residents of the state veterans homes and the support of
the operations of the state veterans homes and cemeteries.
Unexpended amounts remaining in such fund at the end of a fiscal
year shall be transferred to the Mississippi Veterans Cemetery
Perpetual Care Fund created in House Bill No. 448, 2020 Regular
Session.

(1i) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (5) shall be deposited into the Mississippi
Burn Care Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(1i1) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (5) shall be deposited to the credit of the
State Highway Fund to be expended solely for the repair,
maintenance, construction or reconstruction of highways.

(iv) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (5) shall be deposited to the credit of the

special fund created in Section 27-19-44.2.
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(g) A Gold Star license tag issued pursuant to this
subsection (5) may be personalized in the manner provided for in
Section 27-19-48 upon payment of the additional fee prescribed in
that section.

(h) In order to qualify as a family member, the person
must be directly related to the fallen service member as their
unremarried spouse, child, stepchild, legal mother or father,
sibling related by blood or legal adoption, step-sibling,
grandparent, grandchild, aunt, uncle or stepparent who is
currently married to the mother or father of the fallen service
member.

(1) Whether a service member is deemed to have died
while serving on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United
States while the United States was engaged in hostile activities
or a time of war shall be determined by the classification of
death as listed by the United States Department of Defense and may
be verified from documentation directly from the Department of
Defense or from its subordinate agencies such as the Coast Guard,
Reserve or National Guard. A classification of having died while
serving on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States
while the United States was engaged in hostile activities or a
time of war by the Department of Defense shall be prima facie
evidence that the service member died in such manner.
Documentation of the fact that the service member died while

serving on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States
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while the United States was engaged in hostile activities or a
time of war and proof of relationship to the service member shall
be required by the county tax collector before issuing a Gold Star
license plate. The county tax collector may waive the
documentation if he or she has actual knowledge of the family
relationship and that the service member died while serving on
active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States while the
United States was involved in hostile activities or a time of war.

(j) The Gold Star license plate shall be issued only to
family members of service members that resided in Mississippi at
the time of the death of the service member.

(k) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
this subsection (5). The regular license tag must be surrendered
to the tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag
under this subsection (5). The tax collector shall issue up to
two (2) license decals for each distinctive license tag issued or
renewed under this subsection (5), which will expire the same
month and year as the regular license tag.

(1) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive
license tag issued or renewed under this subsection (5), the owner
may make application and affidavit for a replacement distinctive
license tag as provided by Section 27-19-37. The fee for a
replacement distinctive license tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00).

The tax collector receiving such application and affidavit shall
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be entitled to retain and deposit into the county general fund
five percent (5%) of the fee for such replacement license tag and
the remainder shall be distributed in the same manner as funds
from the sale of regular distinctive license tags issued or
renewed under this subsection (5).

(6) (a) In recognition of the patriotic services rendered
by Mississippians who are recipients of the Southwest Asia Service
Medal, the Irag Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal, the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal or the
Inherent Resolve Campaign Medal for service in, or in support of
operations in, Iraq, any such person, upon complying with the
motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor
vehicles, and upon payment of the road and bridge privilege taxes,
ad valorem taxes and registration fees as prescribed by law for
private carriers of passengers, pickup trucks and other
noncommercial motor vehicles, and upon payment of an additional
annual fee in the amount provided in paragraph (c) of this
subsection (6), shall be privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive
motor vehicle license plate or tag for each motor vehicle
registered in his or her name identifying him or her as an Iraqg
veteran. The tags shall be of such color and design as the
Department of Revenue, with the advice of the Mississippi Veterans
Affairs, may prescribe and shall consist of such letters or

numbers, or both, as may be necessary to distinguish each license

tag.
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(b) Application for the distinctive license tags shall
be made to the county tax collector on forms prescribed by the
Department of Revenue. Applicants for such distinctive license
tags shall present to the issuing official written proof that the
applicant is a recipient of the Southwest Asia Service Medal, the
Iraqg Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal or the Inherent
Resolve Campaign Medal for service in, or in support of operations
in, Iragq. The application and the additional fee, less Two
Dollars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remitted to the Department of Revenue on a monthly basis as
prescribed by the department. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(c) (1) Beginning with any registration year
commencing on or after July 1, 2020, any person applying for a
distinctive license tag under this subsection (6) shall pay an
additional fee in the amount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each
distinctive license tag applied for under this subsection (6),
which shall be in addition to all other taxes and fees. The
additional fee paid shall be for a period of time to run
concurrently with the vehicle's established license tag year. The
additional fee is due and payable at the time the original
application is made for a distinctive license tag under this

subsection (6) and thereafter annually at the time of renewal
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registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive license
tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive license
tag, he or she must surrender it to the local county tax
collector.

(ii) A person issued a distinctive plate or tag
under Section 27-19-56.186 before July 1, 2020, may renew the
plate or tag under this subsection (6) in the manner provided for
the issuance and renewal of a distinctive plate or tag under this
subsection (6). However, the person shall not be required to
provide the written proof required in paragraph (b) of this
subsection (6). The additional fee collected from the renewal of
such a distinctive plate shall be distributed in the manner
provided in paragraph (d) of this subsection (6).

(d) The Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees
into the State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each
month, the Department of Revenue shall certify the total fees
collected under this subsection (6) to the State Treasurer who
shall distribute such collections as follows:

(i) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each
additional fee collected on distinctive license tags issued or
renewed under this subsection (6) shall be deposited in the State
Treasury to the credit of a special fund to be administered by the
board of the Mississippi Veterans Affairs for the support indigent
veterans who are residents of the state veterans homes and the

support of the operations of the state veterans homes and
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cemeteries. Unexpended amounts remaining in such fund at the end
of a fiscal year shall be transferred to the Mississippi Veterans
Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund created in House Bill No. 448, 2020
Regular Session.

(1i) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (6) shall be deposited into the Mississippi
Burn Care Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(1i1) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (6) shall be deposited to the credit of the
State Highway Fund to be expended solely for the repair,
maintenance, construction or reconstruction of highways.

(iv) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (6) shall be deposited to the credit of the
special fund created in Section 27-19-44.2.

(e) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
this subsection (6). The regular license tag must be surrendered
to the tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag
under this subsection (6). The tax collector shall issue up to
two (2) license decals for each distinctive license tag issued or
renewed under this subsection (6), which will expire the same

month and year as the regular license tag.
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(f) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive
license tag issued or renewed under this subsection (6), the owner
may make application and affidavit for a replacement distinctive
license tag as provided by Section 27-19-37. The fee for a
replacement distinctive license tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00).
The tax collector receiving such application and affidavit shall
be entitled to retain and deposit into the county general fund
five percent (5%) of the fee for such replacement license tag and
the remainder shall be distributed in the same manner as funds
from the sale of regular distinctive license tags issued or
renewed under this subsection (6).

(7) (a) In recognition of the patriotic services rendered
by Mississippians who are recipients of the Southwest Asia Service
Medal, the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal or the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal for
service in, or in support of operations in, Afghanistan, any such
person, upon complying with the motor vehicle laws relating to
registration and licensing of motor vehicles, and upon payment of
the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad valorem taxes and
registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and other noncommercial motor wvehicles,
and upon payment of an additional annual fee in the amount
provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection (7), shall be
privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive motor vehicle license

plate or tag for each motor vehicle registered in his or her name
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identifying him or her as an Afghanistan veteran. The tags shall
be of such color and design as the Department of Revenue, with the
advice of the Mississippi Veterans Affairs, may prescribe and
shall consist of such letters or numbers, or both, as may be
necessary to distinguish each license tag.

(b) Application for the distinctive license tags shall
be made to the county tax collector on forms prescribed by the
Department of Revenue. Applicants for such distinctive license
tags shall present to the issuing official written proof that the
applicant is a recipient of the Southwest Asia Service Medal, the
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal or the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal for
service in, or in support of operations in, Afghanistan. The
application and the additional fee, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be
retained by the tax collector, shall be remitted to the Department
of Revenue on a monthly basis as prescribed by the department.

The portion of the additional fee retained by the tax collector
shall be deposited into the county general fund.

(c) (1) Beginning with any registration year
commencing on or after July 1, 2020, any person applying for a
distinctive license tag under this subsection (7) shall pay an
additional fee in the amount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each
distinctive license tag applied for under this subsection (7),
which shall be in addition to all other taxes and fees. The

additional fee paid shall be for a period of time to run
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concurrently with the vehicle's established license tag year. The
additional fee is due and payable at the time the original
application is made for a distinctive license tag under this
subsection (7) and thereafter annually at the time of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive license
tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive license
tag, he or she must surrender it to the local county tax
collector.

(ii) A person issued a distinctive tag under
Section 27-19-56.187 before July 1, 2020, may renew the tag under
this subsection (7) in the manner provided for the issuance and
renewal of a distinctive tag under this subsection (2). However,
the person shall not be required to provide the written proof
required in paragraph (b) of this subsection (7). The additional
fee collected from the renewal of such a distinctive plate shall
be distributed in the manner provided in paragraph (d) of this
subsection (7).

(d) The Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees
into the State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each
month, the Department of Revenue shall certify the total fees
collected under this subsection (7) to the State Treasurer who
shall distribute such collections as follows:

(i) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each
additional fee collected on distinctive license tags issued or

renewed under this subsection (7) shall be deposited in the State
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Treasury to the credit of a special fund to be administered by the
board of the Mississippi Veterans Affairs for the support of
indigent veterans who are residents of the state veterans homes
and the support of the operations of the state veterans homes and
cemeteries. Unexpended amounts remaining in such fund at the end
of a fiscal year shall be transferred to the Mississippi Veterans
Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund created in House Bill No. 448, 2020
Regular Session.

(1i) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (7) shall be deposited into the Mississippi
Burn Care Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(1i1) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (7) shall be deposited to the credit of the
State Highway Fund to be expended solely for the repair,
maintenance, construction or reconstruction of highways.

(iv) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (7) shall be deposited to the credit of the
special fund created in Section 27-19-44.2.

(e) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
this subsection (7). The regular license tag must be surrendered

to the tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag
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under this subsection (7). The tax collector shall issue up to
two (2) license decals for each distinctive license tag issued or
renewed under this subsection (7), which will expire the same
month and year as the regular license tag.

(f) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive
license tag issued or renewed under this subsection (7), the owner
may make application and affidavit for a replacement distinctive
license tag as provided by Section 27-19-37. The fee for a
replacement distinctive license tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00).
The tax collector receiving such application and affidavit shall
be entitled to retain and deposit into the county general fund
five percent (5%) of the fee for such replacement license tag and
the remainder shall be distributed in the same manner as funds
from the sale of regular distinctive license tags issued or
renewed under this subsection (7).

(8) (a) In recognition of the patriotic services rendered
by Mississippians who are recipients of the Navy and Marine Corps
Medal, any such person, upon complying with the motor vehicle laws
relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles, and upon
payment of the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad valorem taxes
and registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and other noncommercial motor wvehicles,
and upon payment of an additional annual fee in the amount
provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection (8), shall be

privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive motor vehicle license
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plate or tag for each motor vehicle registered in his name
identifying him as a recipient of the Navy and Marine Corps Medal.
The tags shall be of such color and design as the Department of
Revenue shall prescribe, subject to the approval of the
Mississippi License Tag Commission, and shall consist of such
letters or numbers, or both, as may be necessary to distinguish
each license tag.

(b) Application for the distinctive license tags shall
be made to the county tax collector on forms prescribed by
the Department of Revenue. Applicants for such distinctive
license tags shall present to the issuing official written proof
that the applicant is a recipient of the Navy and Marine Corps
Medal. The application and the additional fee, less Two Dollars
($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be remitted to
the Department of Revenue on a monthly basis as prescribed by
the department. The portion of the additional fee retained by the
tax collector shall be deposited into the county general fund.

(c) (1) Beginning with any registration year
commencing on or after July 1, 2020, any person applying for a
distinctive license tag under this section shall pay an additional
fee in the amount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive
license tag applied for under this subsection (8), which shall be
in addition to all other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid

shall be for a period of time to run concurrently with the

vehicle's established license tag year. The additional fee is due
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and payable at the time the original application is made for a
distinctive license tag under this subsection (8) and thereafter
annually at the time of renewal registration as long as the owner
retains the distinctive license tag. If the owner does not wish
to retain the distinctive license tag, he must surrender it to the
local county tax collector.

(ii) A person issued a distinctive tag under
Section 27-19-56.199 before July 1, 2020, may renew the tag under
this subsection (8) in the manner provided for the issuance and
renewal of a distinctive tag under this subsection (8). However,
the person shall not be required to provide the written proof
required in paragraph (b) of this subsection (8). The additional
fee collected from the renewal of such a distinctive plate shall
be distributed in the manner provided in paragraph (d) of this
subsection (8).

(d) The Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees
into the State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each
month, the Department of Revenue shall certify the total fees
collected under this subsection (8) to the State Treasurer who
shall distribute such collections as follows:

(i) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each
additional fee collected on distinctive license tags issued or
renewed under this subsection (8) shall be deposited in the State
Treasury to the credit of a special fund to be administered by the

board of the Mississippi Veterans Affairs for the support of
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indigent veterans who are residents of the state veterans homes
and the support of the operations of the state veterans homes and
cemeteries. Unexpended amounts remaining in such fund at the end
of a fiscal year shall be transferred to the Mississippi Veterans
Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund created in House Bill No. 448, 2020
Regular Session.

(1i) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (8) shall be deposited into the Mississippi
Burn Care Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(1i1) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (8) shall be deposited to the credit of the
State Highway Fund to be expended solely for the repair,
maintenance, construction or reconstruction of highways.

(iv) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
to this subsection (8) shall be deposited to the credit of the
special fund created in Section 27-19-44.2.

(e) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
this subsection (8). The regular license tag must be surrendered
to the tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag
under this subsection (8). The tax collector shall issue up to

two (2) license decals for each distinctive license tag issued or
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renewed under this subsection (8), which will expire the same
month and year as the regular license tag.

(f) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive
license tag issued or renewed under this subsection (8), the owner
may make application and affidavit for a replacement distinctive
license tag as provided by Section 27-19-37. The fee for a
replacement distinctive license tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00).
The tax collector receiving such application and affidavit shall
be entitled to retain and deposit into the county general fund
five percent (5%) of the fee for such replacement license tag and
the remainder shall be distributed in the same manner as funds
from the sale of regular distinctive license tags issued or
renewed under this subsection (8).

(9) (a) In recognition of the patriotic services rendered
by Mississippians who served in combat in the United States Armed
Forces, upon complying with the motor vehicle laws relating to
registration and licensing of motor vehicles, and upon payment of
the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad valorem taxes and
registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and other noncommercial motor vehicles,
and upon payment of an additional annual fee in the amount
provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection (9), shall be
privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive motor vehicle license

plate or tag for each motor vehicle registered in his or her name

identifying him or her as a combat veteran. The tags shall be of
H. B. No. 1034 OO0 R A ~ OFFICIAL ~
20/HR12/R1306.1 ST: Distinctive motor vehicle license tags;
PAGE 32 (BS\AM) revise provisions regarding issuance of wvarious

veterans tags.



806

807

808

809

810

811

812

813

814

815

816

817

818

819

820

821

822

823

824

825

826

827

828

829

830

such color and design as the Department of Revenue, with the
advice of the Mississippi Veterans Affairs, may prescribe and
shall consist of such letters or numbers, or both, as may be
necessary to distinguish each license tag. The Department of
Revenue, with the advice of the Mississippi Veterans Affairs shall
develop decals to be affixed to the license tag indicating the
type of combat service.

(b) Application for the distinctive license tags shall
be made to the county tax collector on forms prescribed by the
Department of Revenue. Applicants for such distinctive license
tags shall present to the issuing official written proof that the
applicant served in combat in the United States Armed Forces. The
application and the additional fee, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be
retained by the tax collector, shall be remitted to the Department
of Revenue on a monthly basis as prescribed by the department.

The portion of the additional fee retained by the tax collector
shall be deposited into the county general fund.

(c) (1) Beginning with any registration year
commencing on or after July 1, 2020, any person applying for a
distinctive license tag under this subsection (9) shall pay an
additional fee in the amount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each
distinctive license tag applied for under this subsection (9),
which shall be in addition to all other taxes and fees. The

additional fee paid shall be for a period of time to run

concurrently with the vehicle's established license tag year. The
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additional fee is due and payable at the time the original
application is made for a distinctive license tag under this
subsection (9) and thereafter annually at the time of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive license
tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive license
tag, he or she must surrender it to the local county tax
collector.

(ii) A person issued a distinctive plate or tag
under Section 27-19-56.450 before July 1, 2020, may renew the
plate or tag under this subsection (9) in the manner provided for
the issuance and renewal of a distinctive plate or tag under this
subsection (9). However, the person shall not be required to
provide the written proof required in paragraph (b) of this
subsection (9). The additional fee collected from the renewal of
such a distinctive plate shall be distributed in the manner
provided in paragraph (d) of this subsection (9).

(d) The Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees
into the State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each
month, the Department of Revenue shall certify the total fees
collected under this subsection (9) to the State Treasurer who
shall distribute such collections as follows:

(i) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each
additional fee collected on distinctive license tags issued or
renewed under this subsection (9) shall be deposited in the State

Treasury to the credit of a special fund to be administered by the
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856 Dboard of the Mississippi Veterans Affairs for the support of

857 indigent veterans who are residents of the state veterans homes
858 and the support of the operations of the state veterans homes and
859 cemeteries. Unexpended amounts remaining in such fund at the end
860 of a fiscal year shall be transferred to the Mississippi Veterans
861 Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund created in House Bill No. 448, 2020
862 Regular Session.

863 (1i) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
864 collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
865 to this subsection (9) shall be deposited into the Mississippi
866 Burn Care Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

867 (1i1) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
868 collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
869 to this subsection (9) shall be deposited to the credit of the
870 State Highway Fund to be expended solely for the repair,

871 maintenance, construction or reconstruction of highways.

872 (iv) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
873 collected on distinctive license tags issued or renewed pursuant
874 to this subsection (9) shall be deposited to the credit of the
875 special fund created in Section 27-19-44.2.

876 (e) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
877 required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
878 this subsection (9). The regular license tag must be surrendered

879 to the tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag

880 under this subsection (9). The tax collector shall issue up to
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two (2) license decals for each distinctive license tag issued or
renewed under this subsection (9), which will expire the same
month and year as the regular license tag.

(f) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive
license tag issued or renewed under this subsection (9), the owner
may make application and affidavit for a replacement distinctive
license tag as provided by Section 27-19-37. The fee for a
replacement distinctive license tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00).
The tax collector receiving such application and affidavit shall
be entitled to retain and deposit into the county general fund
five percent (5%) of the fee for such replacement license tag and
the remainder shall be distributed in the same manner as funds
from the sale of regular distinctive license tags issued or
renewed under this subsection (9).

SECTION 2. Section 27-19-56.12, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

27-19-56.12. In recognition of the patriotic service
rendered by Mississippians who are honorably discharged veterans
who served in the United States Armed Forces, any such person is
privileged to obtain distinctive motor vehicle license plates or
tags for each motor vehicle registered in his name identifying his

status as a veteran. The * * * Department of Revenue, with

concurrence by the State Veterans Affairs Board, shall develop

decals to be affixed to the license tag indicating branch and

period of military service. The distinctive plates or tags shall
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be of a color and design designated by the * * * Department of

Revenue with concurrence by the State Veterans Affairs Board.
The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the * * *

Department of Revenue and shall be issued through the tax

collectors of the counties in the same manner as are other motor
vehicle license plates or tags. An additional annual tag fee of
Thirty Dollars ($30.00) shall be collected by the tax collector
for such license plates or tags and shall be remitted to the * * *

Department of Revenue on a monthly basis as prescribed by

the * * * department. The additional fee is due and payable at
the time the original application is made for a distinctive tag
under this section and thereafter annually at the time of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive license

tag. The * * * Department of Revenue shall deposit such fee to

the credit of a fund to be administered by the board overseeing
the veterans nursing homes in this state for the benefit of
indigent veterans who are residents of such nursing homes.

An applicant for such distinctive plates shall present to the
issuing official written evidence of the veteran's service. Such
evidence shall include a copy of the applicant's DD-214 form, a
Report of Separation from Military Service, a military discharge
document, or a written certification of military service from the
State Veterans Affairs Board. The distinctive license plates or
tags so issued shall be used only upon a personally or jointly

owned private passenger vehicle (to include station wagons,

H. B. No. 1034 0001 O ~ OFFICIAL ~
20/HR12/R1306.1 ST: Distinctive motor vehicle license tags;
PAGE 37 (BS\AM) revise provisions regarding issuance of wvarious

veterans tags.



931

932

933

934

935

936

937

938

939

940

941

942

943

944

945

946

947

948

949

950

951

952

953

954

955

recreational motor vehicles and pickup trucks) registered in the
name, or jointly in the name, of the person making application
therefor, and when issued to such person shall be used upon the
vehicle for which issued in lieu of the standard license plate or
license tag normally issued for such vehicle.

The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable
between motor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a
vehicle bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
otherwise dispose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by
such owner and returned to the tax collector.

Distinctive license plates shall not be issued under this

section after June 30, 2020. A person issued a distinctive plate

under this section before July 1, 2020, may renew the license

plate under Section 1(1) of this act in the manner provided for

the issuance and renewal of a plate in Section 1(1) of this act.

SECTION 3. Section 27-19-56.62, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

27-19-56.62. (1) (a) In recognition of the patriotic
services rendered by Mississippians who are recipients of the
Bronze Star, any such person, upon complying with the motor
vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor
vehicles, and upon payment of the road and bridge privilege taxes,
ad valorem taxes and registration fees as prescribed by law for
private carriers of passengers, pickup trucks and other

noncommercial motor vehicles, and upon payment of an additional
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annual fee in the amount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive motor
vehicle license plate or tag for each motor vehicle registered in
his name identifying him as a recipient of the Bronze Star.

(b) A person who is privileged to obtain a distinctive
motor vehicle license plate or tag identifying such person as a
recipient of the Bronze Star and who is eligible to obtain a
special license plate under Section 27-19-56 is privileged to
obtain one (1) distinctive motor vehicle license plate or tag
bearing the International Symbol of Access adopted by
Rehabilitation International in 1969 at its Eleventh World
Congress on Rehabilitation of the disabled and identifying such
person as a recipient of the Bronze Star.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of
this subsection, the tags shall be of such color and design as the
Department of Revenue shall prescribe, subject to the approval of
the Mississippi License Tag Commission, and shall consist of such
letters or numbers, or both, as may be necessary to distinguish
each license tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags shall be
made to the county tax collector on forms prescribed by the
Department of Revenue. Applicants for such distinctive license
tags shall present to the issuing official written proof that the
applicant is a recipient of the Bronze Star; however, if the

person 1is applying for a distinctive tag pursuant to subsection
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997
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(1) (b) of this section, the applicant shall also meet the
requirements of Section 27-19-56. The application and the
additional fee, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax
collector, shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue on a
monthly basis as prescribed by the department. The portion of the
additional fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited
into the county general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year commencing on or
after July 1, 2002, any person applying for a distinctive license
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the amount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to all
other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrently with the vehicle's established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive license
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the time of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he must surrender it to the local county tax
collector.

(4) The Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees into
the State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each month,

the Department of Revenue shall certify the total fees collected
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under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as follows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued under this section
shall be deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of a
special fund to be administered by the board overseeing the
veterans nursing homes in this state for the benefit of indigent
veterans who are residents of such nursing homes.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall
be deposited into the Mississippi Burn Care Fund created pursuant
to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State Highway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall
be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44.2.

(5) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
this section. The regular license tag must be surrendered to the

tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag under
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this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) license
decals for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the same month and year as the regular license
tag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive license
tag issued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacement distinctive license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacement distinctive license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5%) of the fee
for such replacement license tag and the remainder shall be
distributed in the same manner as funds from the sale of regular
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

(7) Distinctive license tags shall not be issued under this

section after June 30, 2020. A person issued a distinctive tag

under this section before July 1, 2020, may renew the license tag

under Section 1(2) of this act in the manner provided for the

issuance and renewal of a tag in Section 1(2) of this act.

SECTION 4. Section 27-19-56.85, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

27-19-56.85. 1In recognition of the patriotic service
rendered by Mississippians who are honorably discharged veterans
who served in the United States Armed Forces during the Vietnam

Conflict and were awarded a Vietnam Service Ribbon, any such
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person 1s privileged to obtain distinctive motor vehicle license
plates or tags for each motor vehicle registered in his name
identifying his status as a Vietnam veteran. The State Tax
Commission, with concurrence by the State Veterans Affairs Board,
shall develop decals to be affixed to the license tag indicating
branch and period of military service. The distinctive plates or
tags shall be of a color and design designated by the Tax
Commission with concurrence by the State Veterans Affairs Board.

The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the Tax
Commission and shall be issued through the tax collectors of the
counties in the same manner as are other motor vehicle license
plates or tags. An additional annual tag fee of Thirty Dollars
($30.00) shall be collected by the tax collector for such license
plates or tags and shall be remitted to the Tax Commission on a
monthly basis as prescribed by the commission. The additional fee
is due and payable at the time the original application is made
for a distinctive tag under this section and thereafter annually
at the time of renewal registration as long as the owner retains
the distinctive license tag. The State Tax Commission shall
deposit such fee to the credit of a fund to be administered by the
board overseeing the veterans nursing homes in this state for the
benefit of indigent veterans who are residents of such nursing
homes.

An applicant for such distinctive plates shall present to the

issuing official written evidence of the veteran's service. Such
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evidence shall include a copy of the applicant's DD-214 form, a
Report of Separation from Military Service, a military discharge
document, or a written certification of military service from the
State Veterans Affairs Board. The distinctive license plates or
tags so issued shall be used only upon a personally or jointly
owned private passenger vehicle (to include station wagons,
recreational motor vehicles and pickup trucks) registered in the
name, or jointly in the name, of the person making application
therefor, and when issued to such person shall be used upon the
vehicle for which issued in lieu of the standard license plate or
license tag normally issued for such vehicle.

The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable
between motor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a
vehicle bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
otherwise dispose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by
such owner and returned to the tax collector.

In order for a distinctive license tag to be issued under
this section, the provisions of Section 27-19-44(2) must be
complied with before July 1, 2011.

Distinctive license tags shall not be issued under this

section after June 30, 2020. A person issued a distinctive

license tag under this section before July 1, 2020, may renew the

license tag under Section 1(3) of this act in the manner provided

for the issuance and renewal of a tag in Section 1(3) of this act.

H. B. No. 1034 0001 O ~ OFFICIAL ~
20/HR12/R1306.1 ST: Distinctive motor vehicle license tags;
PAGE 44 (BS\AM) revise provisions regarding issuance of wvarious

veterans tags.



1104

1105

1106

1107

1108

1109

1110

1111

1112

1113

1114

1115

1116

1117

1118

1119

1120

1121

1122

1123

1124

1125

1126

1127

1128

SECTION 5. Section 27-19-56.125, Mississippi Code of 1972,
is amended as follows:

27-19-56.125. 1In recognition of the patriotic service
rendered by Mississippians who are veterans of the United States
Armed Forces, beginning with any registration year commencing on
or after July 1, 2011, any such person is privileged to obtain
distinctive motorcycle license plates or tags for each motorcycle
registered in his name identifying his status as a veteran. The
Department of Revenue, with concurrence by the State Veterans
Affairs Board, shall develop decals to be affixed to the license
tag indicating branch and period of military service. The
distinctive plates or tags shall be of a color and design
designated by the Department of Revenue with concurrence by the
State Veterans Affairs Board.

The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the
Department of Revenue and shall be issued through the tax
collectors of the counties in the same manner as are other motor
vehicle license plates or tags. An additional annual tag fee of
Thirty Dollars ($30.00) shall be collected by the tax collector
for such license plates or tags and shall be remitted to the
Department of Revenue on a monthly basis as prescribed by the
department. The additional fee is due and payable at the time the
original application is made for a distinctive tag under this
section and thereafter annually at the time of renewal

registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive license
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tag. The Department of Revenue shall deposit such fee to the
credit of a fund to be administered by the board overseeing the
veterans nursing homes in this state for the benefit of indigent
veterans who are residents of such nursing homes.

An applicant for the distinctive plates shall present to the
issuing official written evidence of the veteran's service. The
evidence shall include a copy of the applicant's DD-214 form, a
Report of Separation from Military Service, a military discharge
document, a written certification of military service from the
State Veterans Affairs Board or a valid military identification
card; however, a distinctive license plate or tag shall not be
issued under this section to any person who was dishonorably
discharged from the United States Armed Forces. The distinctive
license plates or tags so issued shall be used only upon a
personally or jointly owned private motorcycle registered in the
name, or jointly in the name, of the person making the
application, and when issued to the person shall be used upon the
motorcycle for which issued in lieu of the standard license plate
or license tag normally issued for the motorcycle.

The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable
between motorcycle owners; and in the event the owner of a
motorcycle bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange
or otherwise dispose of the motorcycle, the plate shall be

retained by the owner and returned to the tax collector.
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1153 Distinctive license tags shall not be issued under this

1154 section after June 30, 2020. A person issued a distinctive tag

1155 under this section before July 1, 2020, may renew the license tag

1156 under Section 1(4) of this act in the manner provided for the

1157 issuance and renewal of a tag in Section 1(4) of this act.

1158 SECTION 6. Section 27-19-56.162, Mississippi Code of 1972,
1159 is amended as follows:

1160 27-19-56.162. (1) There shall be issued beginning July 1,
1161 2008, special motor vehicle license tags honoring the family

1162 members of service members who have died while serving on active
1163 duty in the Armed Forces of the United States while the United
1164 States was engaged in hostile activities or a time of war. The
1165 license tag shall be officially designated as the Gold Star

1166 license plate.

1167 (2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, any owner
1168 of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and a family
1169 member of a service member who has died while serving on active
1170 duty in the Armed Forces of the United States while the United
1171 States was engaged in hostile activities or a time of war, upon
1172 payment of the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad valorem taxes
1173 and registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
1174 passengers, pickup trucks and other noncommercial motor vehicles,
1175 and upon payment of an additional fee in the amount provided in

1176 subsection (5) of this section, shall be issued a Gold Star

1177 license tag for any motor vehicle registered in his name. The
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distinctive license tag shall be of such color and design as the
Department of Revenue, with the advice of supporters of this
license tag, may prescribe; however, the license tag shall bear in
a conspicuous place a gold star with blue fringe on a white
background with a red border that is the symbol for a fallen
service member and shall have the words "Gold Star Family" and the
branch of the United States Armed Forces in which the family
member served displayed on it.

(3) One (1) Gold Star license tag issued to the mother of
the service member who died while serving on active duty in the
Armed Forces of the United States while the United States was
engaged in hostile activities or a time of war after September 11,
2001, and one (1) Gold Star license tag issued to the unremarried
spouse of the service member who died while serving on active duty
in the Armed Forces of the United States while the United States
was engaged in hostile activities or a time of war after September
11, 2001, shall be exempt from ad valorem taxes, privilege taxes
and all other taxes and fees.

(4) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be made to the county tax collector on forms
prescribed by the Department of Revenue. The application and the
additional fee imposed under subsection (5) of this section, less
Two Dollars ($2.00) thereof to be retained by the tax collector,
shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue on a monthly basis

as prescribed by the department. The portion of the additional
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fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the
county general fund.

(5) Except as otherwise provided in this section, beginning
with any registration year commencing on or after July 1, 2008,
any person applying for a distinctive license tag under this
section shall pay an additional fee in the amount of Thirty
Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive license tag applied for
under this section, which shall be in addition to all other taxes
and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a period of time
to run concurrent with the vehicle's established license tag year.
The additional fee is due and payable at the time the original
application is made for a distinctive license tag under this
section and thereafter annually at the time of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive license
tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive license
tag, he must surrender it to the local county tax collector.

(6) The Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees into
the State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each
month, the Department of Revenue shall certify to the State
Treasurer the total fees collected under this section from the
issuance of the distinctive license tags issued under this
section. The State Treasurer shall distribute such collections as
follows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each additional fee

collected on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this
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section shall be deposited to the credit of a fund to be
administered by the board overseeing the veterans nursing homes in
this state for the benefit of indigent veterans who are residents
of such nursing homes.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall
be deposited into the Mississippi Burn Care Fund created pursuant
to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State Highway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall
be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44.2.

(7) A Gold Star license tag issued pursuant to this section
may be personalized in the manner provided for in Section 27-19-48
upon payment of the additional fee prescribed in that section.

(8) In order to qualify as a family member, the person must
be directly related to the fallen service member as their
unremarried spouse, child, stepchild, legal mother or father,
sibling related by blood or legal adoption, step-sibling,

grandparent, grandchild, aunt, uncle or stepparent who is
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currently married to the mother or father of the fallen service
member.

(9) Whether a service member is deemed to have died while
serving on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States
while the United States was engaged in hostile activities or a
time of war shall be determined by the classification of death as
listed by the United States Department of Defense and may be
verified from documentation directly from the Department of
Defense or from its subordinate agencies such as the Coast Guard,
Reserve or National Guard. A classification of having died while
serving on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States
while the United States was engaged in hostile activities or a
time of war by the Department of Defense shall be prima facie
evidence that the service member died in such manner.
Documentation of the fact that the service member died while
serving on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States
while the United States was engaged in hostile activities or a
time of war and proof of relationship to the service member shall
be required by the county tax collector before issuing a Gold Star
license plate. The county tax collector may waive the
documentation if he or she has actual knowledge of the family
relationship and that the service member died while serving on
active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States while the

United States was involved in hostile activities or a time of war.
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(10) The Gold Star license plate shall be issued only to
family members of service members that resided in Mississippi at
the time of the death of the service member.

(11) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
this section. The regular license tag must be surrendered to the
tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) license
decals for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the same month and year as the regular license
tag.

(12) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive license
tag issued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacement distinctive license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacement distinctive license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5%) of the fee
for such replacement license tag and the remainder shall be
distributed in the same manner as funds from the sale of regular
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

(13) Distinctive license tags shall not be issued under this

section after June 30, 2020. A person issued a distinctive

license tag under this section before July 1, 2020, may renew the
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license tag under Section 1(5) of this act in the manner provided

for the issuance and renewal of a tag in Section 1(5) of this act.

SECTION 7. Section 27-19-56.186, Mississippi Code of 1972,
is amended as follows:

27-19-56.186. (1) In recognition of the patriotic services
rendered by Mississippians who are recipients of the Southwest
Asia Service Medal, the Iraqg Campaign Medal, the Global War on
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the Armed Forces Expeditionary
Medal or the Inherent Resolve Campaign Medal for service in, or in
support of operations in, Iraqg, any such person, upon complying
with the motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing
of motor vehicles, and upon payment of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valorem taxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and other noncommercial motor vehicles, and upon payment of
an additional annual fee in the amount provided in subsection (3)
of this section, shall be privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive
motor vehicle license plate or tag for each motor vehicle
registered in his or her name identifying him or her as an Iraqg
veteran. The tags shall be of such color and design as the
Department of Revenue, with the advice of the State Veterans
Affairs Board, may prescribe and shall consist of such letters or

numbers, or both, as may be necessary to distinguish each license

tag.
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(2) Application for the distinctive license tags shall be
made to the county tax collector on forms prescribed by the
Department of Revenue. Applicants for such distinctive license
tags shall present to the issuing official written proof that the
applicant is a recipient of the Southwest Asia Service Medal, the
Irag Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal or the Inherent
Resolve Campaign Medal for service in, or in support of operations
in, Iragq. The application and the additional fee, less Two
Dollars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remitted to the Department of Revenue on a monthly basis as
prescribed by the department. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year commencing on or
after July 1, 2009, any person applying for a distinctive license
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the amount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to all
other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrently with the vehicle's established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive license
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the time of

renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
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license tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he or she must surrender it to the local county tax
collector.

(4) The Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees into
the State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each month,
the Department of Revenue shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as follows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued under this section
shall be deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of a
special fund to be administered by the State Veterans Affairs
Board of this state for the benefit of the State Veterans Memorial
Cemetery and veterans nursing homes in this state.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall
be deposited into the Mississippi Burn Care Fund created pursuant
to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State Highway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected

on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall
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be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44.2.

(5) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
this section. The regular license tag must be surrendered to the
tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) license
decals for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the same month and year as the regular license
tag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive license
tag issued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacement distinctive license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacement distinctive license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5%) of the fee
for such replacement license tag and the remainder shall be
distributed in the same manner as funds from the sale of regular
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

(7) Distinctive license tags shall not be issued under this

section after June 30, 2020. A person issued a distinctive

license tag under this section before July 1, 2020, may renew the

license tag under Section 1(6) of this act in the manner provided

for the issuance and renewal of a tag in Section 1(6) of this act.
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SECTION 8. Section 27-19-56.187, Mississippi Code of 1972,
is amended as follows:

27-19-56.187. (1) 1In recognition of the patriotic services
rendered by Mississippians who are recipients of the Southwest
Asia Service Medal, the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Global War
on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal or the Armed Forces Expeditionary
Medal for service in, or in support of operations in, Afghanistan,
any such person, upon complying with the motor vehicle laws
relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles, and upon
payment of the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad valorem taxes
and registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and other noncommercial motor wvehicles,
and upon payment of an additional annual fee in the amount
provided in subsection (3) of this section, shall be privileged to
obtain one (1) distinctive motor vehicle license plate or tag for
each motor vehicle registered in his or her name identifying him
or her as an Afghanistan veteran. The tags shall be of such color

and design as the * * * Department of Revenue, with the advice of

the State Veterans Affairs Board, may prescribe and shall consist
of such letters or numbers, or both, as may be necessary to
distinguish each license tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags shall be
made to the county tax collector on forms prescribed by the * * *

Department of Revenue. Applicants for such distinctive license

tags shall present to the issuing official written proof that the
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applicant is a recipient of the Southwest Asia Service Medal, the
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal or the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal for
service in, or in support of operations in, Afghanistan. The
application and the additional fee, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be
retained by the tax collector, shall be remitted to the * * *

Department of Revenue on a monthly basis as prescribed by

the * * * department. The portion of the additional fee retained
by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county general
fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year commencing on or
after July 1, 2009, any person applying for a distinctive license
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the amount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to all
other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrently with the vehicle's established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive license
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the time of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive

license tag, he or she must surrender it to the local county tax

collector.
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(4) The * * * Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees

into the State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each

month, the * * * Department of Revenue shall certify the total

fees collected under this section to the State Treasurer who shall
distribute such collections as follows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued under this section
shall be deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of a
special fund to be administered by the State Veterans Affairs
Board of this state for the benefit of the State Veterans Memorial
Cemetery and veterans nursing homes in this state.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall
be deposited into the Mississippi Burn Care Fund created pursuant
to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State Highway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall

be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section

27-19-44.2.
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(5) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
this section. The regular license tag must be surrendered to the
tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) license
decals for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the same month and year as the regular license
tag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive license
tag issued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacement distinctive license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacement distinctive license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5%) of the fee
for such replacement license tag and the remainder shall be
distributed in the same manner as funds from the sale of regular
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

(7) Distinctive license tags shall not be issued under this

section after June 30, 2020. A person issued a distinctive

license tag under this section before July 1, 2020, may renew the

license tag under Section 1(7) of this act in the manner provided

for the issuance and renewal of a tag in Section 1(7) of this act.

SECTION 9. Section 27-19-56.199, Mississippi Code of 1972,

is amended as follows:

H. B. No. 1034 0001 O ~ OFFICIAL ~
20/HR12/R1306.1 ST: Distinctive motor vehicle license tags;
PAGE 60 (BS\AM) revise provisions regarding issuance of wvarious

veterans tags.



1498

1499

1500

1501

1502

1503

1504

1505

1506

1507

1508

1509

1510

1511

1512

1513

1514

1515

1516

1517

1518

1519

1520

1521

1522

27-19-56.199. (1) In recognition of the patriotic services
rendered by Mississippians who are recipients of the Navy and
Marine Corps Medal, any such person, upon complying with the motor
vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor
vehicles, and upon payment of the road and bridge privilege taxes,
ad valorem taxes and registration fees as prescribed by law for
private carriers of passengers, pickup trucks and other
noncommercial motor vehicles, and upon payment of an additional
annual fee in the amount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive motor
vehicle license plate or tag for each motor vehicle registered in
his name identifying him as a recipient of the Navy and Marine
Corps Medal. The tags shall be of such color and design as

the * * * Department of Revenue shall prescribe, subject to the

approval of the Mississippi License Tag Commission, and shall
consist of such letters or numbers, or both, as may be necessary
to distinguish each license tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags shall be
made to the county tax collector on forms prescribed by the * * *

Department of Revenue. Applicants for such distinctive license

tags shall present to the issuing official written proof that the
applicant is a recipient of the Navy and Marine Corps Medal. The
application and the additional fee, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be
retained by the tax collector, shall be remitted to the * * *

Department of Revenue on a monthly basis as prescribed by
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the * * * department. The portion of the additional fee retained
by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county general
fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year commencing on or
after July 1, 2009, any person applying for a distinctive license
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the amount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to all
other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrently with the vehicle's established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive license
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the time of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he must surrender it to the local county tax
collector.

(4) The * * * Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees

into the State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each

month, the * * * Department of Revenue shall certify the total

fees collected under this section to the State Treasurer who shall
distribute such collections as follows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued under this section

shall be deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of a
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special fund to be administered by the board overseeing the
veterans nursing homes in this state for the benefit of indigent
veterans who are residents of such nursing homes.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall
be deposited into the Mississippi Burn Care Fund created pursuant
to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State Highway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall
be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44.2.

(5) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
this section. The regular license tag must be surrendered to the
tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) license
decals for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,

which will expire the same month and year as the regular license

tag.
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(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive license
tag issued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacement distinctive license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacement distinctive license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5%) of the fee
for such replacement license tag and the remainder shall be
distributed in the same manner as funds from the sale of regular
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

(7) Distinctive license tags shall not be issued under this

section after June 30, 2020. A person issued a distinctive

license tag under this section before July 1, 2020, may renew the

license tag under Section 1(8) of this act in the manner provided

for the issuance and renewal of a tag in Section 1(8) of this act.

SECTION 10. Section 27-19-56.450, Mississippi Code of 1972,
is amended as follows:

27-19-56.450. (1) In recognition of the patriotic services
rendered by Mississippians who served in combat in the United
States Armed Forces, upon complying with the motor vehicle laws
relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles, and upon
payment of the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad valorem taxes
and registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and other noncommercial motor vehicles,

and upon payment of an additional annual fee in the amount
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provided in subsection (3) of this section, shall be privileged to
obtain one (1) distinctive motor vehicle license plate or tag for
each motor vehicle registered in his or her name identifying him
or her as a combat veteran. The tags shall be of such color and
design as the Department of Revenue, with the advice of the State
Veterans Affairs Board, may prescribe and shall consist of such
letters or numbers, or both, as may be necessary to distinguish
each license tag. The Department of Revenue, with the advice of
the State Veterans Affairs Board shall develop decals to be
affixed to the license tag indicating the type of combat service.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags shall be
made to the county tax collector on forms prescribed by the
Department of Revenue. Applicants for such distinctive license
tags shall present to the issuing official written proof that the
applicant served in combat in the United States Armed Forces. The
application and the additional fee, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be
retained by the tax collector, shall be remitted to the Department
of Revenue on a monthly basis as prescribed by the department.

The portion of the additional fee retained by the tax collector
shall be deposited into the county general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year commencing on or
after July 1, 2017, any person applying for a distinctive license
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the amount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive license tag

applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to all
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other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrently with the vehicle's established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive license
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the time of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he or she must surrender it to the local county tax
collector.

(4) The Department of Revenue shall deposit all fees into
the State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each month,
the Department of Revenue shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as follows:

(a) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued under this section
shall be deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of a
special fund to be administered by the State Veterans Affairs
Board of this state for the benefit of the State Veterans Memorial
Cemetery and veterans nursing homes in this state.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall
be deposited into the Mississippi Burn Care Fund created pursuant

to Section 7-9-70.
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(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State Highway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(d) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shall
be deposited to the credit of the special fund created in Section
27-19-44.2.

(5) A regular license tag must be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive license tag under
this section. The regular license tag must be surrendered to the
tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive license tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) license
decals for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the same month and year as the regular license
tag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive license
tag issued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacement distinctive license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacement distinctive license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5%) of the fee

for such replacement license tag and the remainder shall be
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distributed in the same manner as funds from the sale of regular
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

(7) Distinctive license tags shall not be issued under this

section after June 30, 2020. A person issued a distinctive

license tag under this section before July 1, 2020, may renew the

license tag under Section 1(9) of this act in the manner provided

for the issuance and renewal of a tag in Section 1(9) of this act.

SECTION 11. Section 27-19-44, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

27-19-44. (1) For any distinctive license tag or plate
authorized by the Legislature from and after July 1, 2000, through
June 30, 2002, or authorized by Sections 27-19-56.37 and
27-19-56.55, the requirements of this subsection must be met
before the Department of Revenue may prepare or issue any such
license tag or plate. The organization or other entity for which
the Legislature authorized the distinctive license tag or plate
must submit proof satisfactory to the Department of Revenue that
at least one hundred (100) of such license tags or plates will be
purchased and must deposit with the department an amount necessary
to purchase one hundred (100) of such license tags or plates. The
organization or other entity for which the Legislature authorized
the distinctive license tag or plate must satisfy the requirements
of this subsection (1) within two (2) years after the effective
date of the law authorizing the license tag or plate in order to

permit the license tag or plate to be prepared and issued.
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(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (1) of this
section, for any distinctive license tag or plate authorized by
the Legislature from and after July 1, 2002, through June 30,
2007, the requirements of this subsection must be met before the
Department of Revenue may prepare or issue any such license tag or
plate. The organization or other entity for which the Legislature
authorized the distinctive license tag or plate must submit proof
satisfactory to the Department of Revenue that at least two
hundred (200) of such license tags or plates will be purchased and
must deposit with the department an amount necessary to purchase
two hundred (200) of such license tags or plates. The
organization or other entity for which the Legislature authorized
the distinctive license tag or plate must satisfy the requirements
of this subsection (2) within three (3) years after the effective
date of the law authorizing the license tag or plate in order to
permit the license tag or plate to be prepared and issued.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in this section, Section
27-19-56.56, Section 27-19-56.59, Section 27-19-56.94, Section

27-19-56.7 * * *, Section 27-19-56.85 or Section 1(3) of this act,

for any distinctive license tag or plate authorized or
reauthorized by the Legislature from and after July 1, 2007, the
following requirements must be met before the Department of
Revenue may prepare or issue any such license tag or plate:

(a) The organization or other entity for which the

Legislature authorized the distinctive license tag or plate must
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submit proof satisfactory to the Department of Revenue that at
least three hundred (300) of such license tags or plates will be
purchased and must deposit with the department an amount necessary
to purchase three hundred (300) of such license tags or plates.
(b) The organization or other entity for which the

Legislature authorized the distinctive license tag or plate must
satisfy the requirements of paragraph (a) of this subsection (3)
within three (3) years after the effective date of the law
authorizing the license tag or plate in order to permit the
license tag or plate to be prepared and issued. This paragraph
(b) shall not apply to distinctive tags or plates issued under
Section 27-19-56.154.

(4) Any distinctive license tag authorized under Sections

27-19-56.186, 27-19-56.203 * * *, 27-19-56.315 and Section 1(6) of

this act must meet the requirements of this subsection before the
Department of Revenue may prepare or issue any such license tag or
plate. The organization or other entity for which the Legislature
authorized the distinctive license tag or plate must submit proof
satisfactory to the Department of Revenue that at least one
hundred (100) of such license tags or plates will be purchased and
must deposit with the department an amount necessary to purchase
one hundred (100) of such license tags or plates. The
organization or other entity for which the Legislature authorized
the distinctive license tag or plate must satisfy the requirements

of this subsection (4) within three (3) years after the effective
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date of the law authorizing the license tag or plate in order to
permit the license tag or plate to be prepared and issued.

(5) The distinctive license tags authorized under Section
27-19-56.108 must meet the requirements of this subsection before
the Department of Revenue may prepare or issue any such license
tag or plate. The organization or other entity for which the
Legislature authorized the distinctive license tag or plate must
submit proof satisfactory to the Department of Revenue that at
least two hundred (200) of such license tags or plates will be
purchased and must deposit with the department an amount necessary
to purchase two hundred (200) of such license tags or plates.

(6) If the organization or other entity for which the
Legislature authorized the distinctive license tag or plate meets
the requirements of subsection (1), (2), (3), (4) or (5) of this
section, the Department of Revenue shall prepare and issue the
distinctive license tag or plate.

(7) The Department of Revenue shall review the number of
distinctive or special license tags or plates issued pursuant to
this chapter during the period for the license tag or plate
series. If the number of any distinctive or special license tag
or plate issued pursuant to this chapter falls below one hundred
(100) in the last year of the license tag or plate series, the
distinctive or special license tag or plate shall be discontinued

at the end of the period for the license tag or plate series.
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(8) 1If a distinctive or special license tag or plate is
discontinued under subsection (7) of this section, the
organization or other entity for which the license tag or plate
was discontinued may prepare a distinctive or special license tag
or plate decal. The distinctive or special license tag or plate
decal shall be of such size, color and design as may be agreed
upon by the organization or other entity and the Department of
Revenue. However, the Department of Revenue shall have final
approval of the size, color and design of the decal. The
distinctive or special license tag or plate decals shall be
prepared and sold by the organization or other entity, and the
proceeds derived from the sale of such decals shall be retained by
the organization or other entity for any use deemed appropriate by
the organization or other entity.

(9) The provisions of this section shall not apply to
distinctive or special license tags or plates:

(a) Which are issued under Section 27-19-45, 27-19-4¢,
27-19-47.1, 27-19-47.2, 27-19-48, 27-19-49, 27-19-53, 27-19-55,
27-19-56, 27-19-56.1, 27-19-56.2, 27-19-56.3, 27-19-56.5,
27-19-56.6, 27-19-56.9, 27-19-56.11, 27-19-56.12, 27-19-56.13,
27-19-56.62, 27-19-56.69, 27-19-56.79, 27-19-56.90, 27-19-56.125,
27-19-56.127, 27-19-56.137, 27-19-56.162, 27-19-56.187,
27-19-56.199, 27-19-56.239, 27-19-56.292, 27-19-56.318,

27-19-56.379, 27-19-56.466 * * *, 27-19-56.489, Section 1(1) of

this act, Section 1(2) of this act, Section 1(4) of this act,
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Section 1(5) of this act, Section 1(7) of this act or Section 1(8)

of this act; or

(b) For which no additional fee is required to be paid.

SECTION 12. Section 27-51-41, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

27-51-41. (1) The exemptions from the provisions of this
chapter shall be confined to those persons or property exempted by
this chapter or by the provisions of the Constitution of the
United States or the State of Mississippi. No exemption as now
provided by any other statute shall be valid as against the tax
levied by this chapter. Any subsequent exemption from the tax
levied hereunder shall be provided by amendment to this section
which shall be inserted in the bill at length.

(2) The following shall be exempt from ad valorem taxation:

(a) All motor vehicles, as defined in this chapter, and
including motor-propelled farm implements and vehicles, while in
the hands of bona fide dealers as merchandise and which are not
being operated upon the highways of this state.

(b) All motor vehicles belonging to the federal
government or the State of Mississippi or any agencies or
instrumentalities thereof.

(c) All motor vehicles owned by any school district in
the state.

(d) All motor vehicles owned by any fire protection

district incorporated in accordance with Sections 19-5-151 through
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19-5-207 or by any fire protection grading district incorporated
in accordance with Sections 19-5-215 through 19-5-241.

(e) All motor vehicles owned by units of the
Mississippi National Guard.

(f) All motor vehicles which are exempted from highway
privilege taxes under Section 27-19-1 et seq.

(g) All motor vehicles operated in this state as common
and contract carriers of property, private commercial carriers of
property, private carriers of property and buses, all of which
have a gross weight in excess of ten thousand (10,000) pounds.

(h) Antique automobiles as defined in Section 27-19-47,
and antique pickup trucks as provided for under Section
27-19-47.2, Mississippi Code of 1972.

(1) Street rods as defined in Section 27-19-56.6.

(3) Two (2) motor vehicles owned by a disabled American
veteran, or by the spouse of a deceased disabled American veteran,
who is entitled to purchase a distinctive license plate or tag in
accordance with Section 27-19-53, regardless of the license plate
or tag issued to the disabled American veteran or the veteran's
spouse 1f the disabled American veteran is deceased.

(k) One (1) motor vehicle owned by the unremarried
surviving spouse of a member of the Armed Forces of the United
States who, while on active duty, is killed or dies and one (1)
motor vehicle owned by the unremarried surviving spouse of a

member of a reserve component of the Armed Forces of the United
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States or of the National Guard who, while on

training, is killed or dies.

active duty for

(1) Motor vehicles owned by recipients of the

Congressional Medal of Honor or by former prisoners of war, or by

spouses of such deceased persons, in accordance with Section

27-19-54.

(m) (i) One (1) private carrier of passengers, as

defined in Section 27-19-3, owned by any religious society,

ecclesiastical body or any congregation thereof which is used

exclusively for such society and not for profit.

(11) All motor vehicles owned

by any such

religious society or any educational institution having a seating

capacity greater than seven (7) passengers and used exclusively

for transporting passengers for religious or educational purposes

and not for profit.

(n) All motor vehicles primarily used as rentals under

rental agreements with a term of not more than thirty (30)

continuous days each and under the control of
engaged in the business of renting such motor
subject to the tax under Section 27-65-231.
(0) Antique motorcycles as defined
27-19-47.1.
(p) One (1) motor vehicle owned by

Purple Heart, and one (1) motor vehicle owned

persons who are

vehicles and who are

in Section

a recipient of the

by the unremarried
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surviving spouse of a recipient of the Purple Heart, as provided
in Section 27-19-56.5.

(gq) Motor vehicles that are eligible to display an
authentic historical license plate as provided for in Section
27-19-56.11.

(r) Motor vehicles that are (i) designed or adapted to
be used exclusively in the preparation and loading of chemicals or
other material for aerial agricultural application to crops; and
(ii) only incidentally used on public roadways in this state.

(s) One (1) motor vehicle owned by the mother of a
service member who died while serving on active duty in the Armed
Forces of the United States while the United States was engaged in
hostile activities or a time of war after September 11, 2001, as

provided for in Section 27-19-56.162 or Section 1(5) of this act.

(t) One (1) motor vehicle owned by the unremarried
spouse of a service member who died while serving on active duty
in the Armed Forces of the United States while the United States
was engaged in hostile activities or a time of war after September

11, 2001, as provided for in Section 27-19-56.162 or Section 1(5)

of this act.

(u) Buses and other motor vehicles that are (a) owned
and operated by an entity that has entered into a contract with a
school board under Section 37-41-31 for the purpose of

transporting students to and from schools and (b) used by the

entity for such transportation purposes. This paragraph (u) shall
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apply to contracts entered into or renewed on or after July 1,
2010.

(v) One (1) motor vehicle owned by a recipient of the
Silver Star, and one (1) motor vehicle owned by the unremarried
surviving spouse of a recipient of the Silver Star, as provided in
Section 27-19-56.284.

(w) One (1) motor vehicle owned by a person who is a
law enforcement officer and who (i) was wounded or otherwise
received intentional or accidental bodily injury, regardless of
whether occurring before or after July 1, 2014, while engaged in
the performance of his official duties, provided the wound or
injury was not self-inflicted, (ii) was required to receive
medical treatment for the wound or injury due to the nature and
extent of the wound or injury, and (iii) is eligible to receive a
special license plate or tag under Section 27-19-56 as a result of
such wound or injury, regardless of whether the person obtains
such a plate or tag. Application for the exemption provided in
this paragraph (w) may be made at the time of initial registration
of a vehicle and renewal of registration. In addition, an
applicant for the exemption must provide official written
documentation that (i) the applicant is a law enforcement officer
who was wounded or otherwise received intentional or accidental
bodily injury while engaged in the performance of his official
duties and that the wound or injury was not self-inflicted along

with official written documentation verifying receipt of medical
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treatment for the wound or injury and the nature and extent of the
wound or injury, and (ii) the applicant is eligible to receive a
special license plate or tag under Section 27-19-56 as a result of
such wound or injury, regardless of whether the person obtains
such a plate or tag.

(x) One (1) motor vehicle owned by an honorably
discharged veteran of the Armed Forces of the United States who
served during World War II, and one (1) motor vehicle owned by the
unremarried surviving spouse of such veteran, as provided in
Section 27-19-56.438.

(3) Any claim for tax exemption by authority of the
above-mentioned code sections or by any other legal authority
shall be set out in the application for the road and bridge
privilege license, and the specific legal authority for such tax
exemption claim shall be cited in said application, and such
authority cited shall be shown by the tax collector on the tax
receipt as his authority for not collecting such ad valorem taxes,
and the tax collector shall carry forward such information in his
tax collection reports.

(4) Any motor vehicle driven over the highways of this state
to the extent that the owner of such motor vehicle is required to
purchase a road and bridge privilege license in this state, yet
the legal situs of such motor vehicle is located in another state,

shall be exempt from ad valorem taxes authorized by this chapter.
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(5) If a taxpayer shall sell, trade or otherwise dispose of
a vehicle on which the ad valorem and road and bridge privilege
taxes have been paid in any county in the state, he shall remove
the license plate from the vehicle. Such license plate must be
surrendered to the issuing authority with the corresponding tax
receipt, if required, and credit shall be allowed for the taxes
paid for the remaining tax year on like privilege or ad valorem
taxes due on another vehicle owned by the seller or transferor or
by the seller's or transferor's spouse or dependent child. If the
seller or transferor does not elect to receive such credit at the
time the license plate is surrendered, the issuing authority shall
issue a certificate of credit to the seller or transferor, or to
the seller's or transferor's spouse or dependent child, or to any
other person, business or corporation, at the direction of the
seller or transferor, for the remaining unexpired taxes prorated
from the first day of the month following the month in which the
license plate is surrendered. The total of such credit may be
used by the person or entity to whom the certificate of credit is
issued, regardless of the relative amounts attributed to privilege
taxes or to county, school or municipal ad valorem taxes. Any
credit allowed for taxes due or any certificate of credit issued
may be applied to like taxes owed in any county by the person to
whom the credit is allowed or by the person possessing the

certificate of credit. ©No credit, however, shall be allowed on

the charge made for the license plate. Such license plates
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surrendered to the tax collector shall be retained by him, and in
no event shall such license plate be attached to any vehicle after
being surrendered to the tax collector, nor shall any license
plate be transferred from one (1) vehicle to any other wvehicle.

(6) If the person owning a vehicle subject to taxation under
the provisions of this chapter does not operate such vehicle on
the highways of this state from the date of acquisition or, if
previously registered, from the end of the anniversary month of
the tag and decals to the date on which he makes application for a
current license tag or decals, he shall pay such ad valorem tax
for a period of twelve (12) months beginning with the first day of
the month in which he applies for a current license tag or decals
under Chapter 19, Title 27, Mississippi Code of 1972. The owner
shall submit an affidavit with an application attesting to the
fact that the vehicle was not operated on the highways of this
state from the date of acquisition or, if previously registered,
from the end of the anniversary month of the tag and decals to the
date on which he makes application for the current license tag or
decals.

(7) Any person found violating any of the provisions of this
section shall be arrested and tried, and if found guilty shall be
fined in an amount double the total amount of taxes involved.

SECTION 13. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2020.
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