MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE REGULAR SESSION 2014

By: Representatives Turner, Arnold, Boyd, To: S.C.
Carpenter, Chism, Kinkade, McLeod, Pigott, Accountblty,Efficiency, Transp
Staples, Taylor, Dixon arency

HOUSE BILL NO. 1318
(As Passed the House)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 7-7-211, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORIZE THE STATE AUDITOR TO CONDUCT PERFORMANCE AND COMPLIANCE
AUDITS OF STATE-FUNDED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS; TO AMEND
SECTION 57-61-11, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO SPECIFICALLY
AUTHORIZE AUDITS OF PROJECTS UNDER THE MISSISSTIPPI BUSINESS
INVESTMENT ACT AND TO AUTHORIZE THE STATE AUDITOR TO BILL FOR THE
COST OF SUCH AUDITS; TO AMEND SECTION 57-62-9, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, TO SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZE AUDITS OF PROJECTS UNDER THE
MISSISSIPPI ADVANTAGE JOBS ACT AND TO AUTHORIZE THE STATE AUDITOR
10 TO BILL FOR THE COST OF SUCH AUDITS; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION
11 57-75-15, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, WHICH GRANTS CERTAIN POWERS TO
12 THE STATE BOND COMMISSION UNDER THE MAJOR ECONOMIC IMPACT ACT, FOR
13 PURPOSES OF POSSIBLE AMENDMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 57-85-5,

14 MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORIZE THE USE OF MONIES IN THE
15 MISSISSIPPI RURAL IMPACT FUND TO PAY FOR THE COSTS OF AUDITS ON
16 PROJECTS CONDUCTED BY THE STATE AUDITOR; TO AMEND SECTION 57-89-7,
17 MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZE THE STATE

18 AUDITOR TO CONDUCT AUDITS ON MOTION PICTURE PRODUCTION COMPANIES
19 RECEIVING REBATES UNDER THE MISSISSIPPI MOTION PICTURE INCENTIVE
20 ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 57-93-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO

21 SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZE THE STATE AUDITOR TO CONDUCT AUDITS ON

22 EXISTING INDUSTRIES RECEIVING A LOAN UNDER THE MISSISSIPPT

23 EXISTING INDUSTRY PRODUCTIVITY LOAN PROGRAM AND TO BILL FOR THE
24 COSTS OF SUCH AUDITS; TO AMEND SECTION 57-95-1, MISSISSIPPI CODE
25 OF 1972, TO SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZE THE STATE AUDITOR TO CONDUCT
26 AUDITS ON AT-RISK INDUSTRIES RECEIVING A LOAN UNDER THE

277 MISSISSIPPI JOB PROTECTION ACT AND TO BILL FOR THE COSTS OF SUCH
28 AUDITS; TO AMEND SECTION 69-2-13, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO

29 AUTHORIZE THE STATE AUDITOR TO BILL THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT
30 AUTHORITY FOR EXPENSES RELATING TO AUDITS OF BUSINESSES RECEIVING
31 A LOAN FROM THE EMERGING CROPS FUND; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

OO Jo Ul WD -

32 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:
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SECTION 1. Section 7-7-211, Mississippi Code of 1972, 1is
amended as follows:

7-7-211. The department shall have the power and it shall be
its duty:

(a) To identify and define for all public offices of
the state and its subdivisions generally accepted accounting
principles or other accounting principles as promulgated by
nationally recognized professional organizations and to consult
with the State Fiscal Officer in the prescription and
implementation of accounting rules and regulations;

(b) To provide best practices, for all public offices
of regional and local subdivisions of the state, systems of
accounting, budgeting and reporting financial facts relating to
sailid offices in conformity with legal requirements and with
generally accepted accounting principles or other accounting
principles as promulgated by nationally recognized professional
organizations; to assist such subdivisions in need of assistance
in the installation of such systems; to revise such systems when
deemed necessary, and to report to the Legislature at periodic
times the extent to which each office is maintaining such systems,
along with such recommendations to the Legislature for improvement
as seem desirable;

(c) To study and analyze existing managerial policies,
methods, procedures, duties and services of the various state

departments and institutions upon written request of the Governor,
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the Legislature or any committee or other body empowered by the
Legislature to make such request to determine whether and where
operations can be eliminated, combined, simplified and improved;
(d) To postaudit each year and, when deemed necessary,
preaudit and investigate the financial affairs of the departments,
institutions, boards, commissions or other agencies of state
government, as part of the publication of a comprehensive annual

financial report for the State of Mississippi, or as deemed

necessary by the State Auditor. 1In complying with the

requirements of this paragraph, the department shall have the
authority to conduct all necessary audit procedures on an interim
and year-end basis;

(e) To postaudit and, when deemed necessary, preaudit
and investigate separately the financial affairs of (i) the
offices, boards and commissions of county governments and any
departments and institutions thereof and therein; (ii) public
school districts, departments of education and junior college
districts; and (iii) any other local offices or agencies which
share revenues derived from taxes or fees imposed by the State
Legislature or receive grants from revenues collected by
governmental divisions of the state; the cost of such audits,
investigations or other services to be paid as follows: Such part
shall be paid by the state from appropriations made by the
Legislature for the operation of the State Department of Audit as

may exceed the sum of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) per man hour for the
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services of each staff person engaged in performing the audit or
other service plus the actual cost of any independent specialist
firm contracted by the State Auditor to assist in the performance
of the audit, which sum shall be paid by the county, district,
department, institution or other agency audited out of its general
fund or any other available funds from which such payment is not
prohibited by law. Costs paid for independent specialists or
firms contracted by the State Auditor shall be paid by the audited
entity through the State Auditor to the specialist or firm
conducting the postaudit.

Each school district in the state shall have its financial
records audited annually, at the end of each fiscal year, either
by the State Auditor or by a certified public accountant approved
by the State Auditor. Beginning with the audits of fiscal year
2010 activity, no certified public accountant shall be selected to
perform the annual audit of a school district who has audited that
district for three (3) or more consecutive years previously.
Certified public accountants shall be selected in a manner
determined by the State Auditor. The school district shall have
the responsibility to pay for the audit, including the review by
the State Auditor of audits performed by certified public
accountants;

(f) To postaudit and, when deemed necessary, preaudit
and investigate the financial affairs of the levee boards;

agencies created by the Legislature or by executive order of the
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Governor; profit or nonprofit business entities administering
programs financed by funds flowing through the State Treasury or
through any of the agencies of the state, or its subdivisions; and
all other public bodies supported by funds derived in part or
wholly from public funds, except municipalities which annually
submit an audit prepared by a qualified certified public
accountant using methods and procedures prescribed by the
department;

(g) To make written demand, when necessary, for the
recovery of any amounts representing public funds improperly
withheld, misappropriated and/or otherwise illegally expended by
an officer, employee or administrative body of any state, county
or other public office, and/or for the recovery of the value of
any public property disposed of in an unlawful manner by a public
officer, employee or administrative body, such demands to be made
(1) upon the person or persons liable for such amounts and upon
the surety on official bond thereof, and/or (ii) upon any
individual, partnership, corporation or association to whom the
illegal expenditure was made or with whom the unlawful disposition
of public property was made, i1if such individual, partnership,
corporation or association knew or had reason to know through the
exercising of reasonable diligence that the expenditure was
illegal or the disposition unlawful. Such demand shall be

premised on competent evidence, which shall include at least one

(1) of the following: (1) sworn statements, (ii) written
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documentation, (iii) physical evidence, or (iv) reports and
findings of government or other law enforcement agencies. Other
provisions notwithstanding, a demand letter issued pursuant to
this paragraph shall remain confidential by the State Auditor
until the individual against whom the demand letter is being filed
has been served with a copy of such demand letter. If, however,
such individual cannot be notified within fifteen (15) days using
reasonable means and due diligence, such notification shall be
made to the individual's bonding company, i1f he or she is bonded.
Each such demand shall be paid into the proper treasury of the
state, county or other public body through the office of the
department in the amount demanded within thirty (30) days from the
date thereof, together with interest thereon in the sum of one
percent (1%) per month from the date such amount or amounts were
improperly withheld, misappropriated and/or otherwise illegally
expended. In the event, however, such person or persons or such
surety shall refuse, neglect or otherwise fail to pay the amount
demanded and the interest due thereon within the allotted thirty
(30) days, the State Auditor shall have the authority and it shall
be his duty to institute suit, and the Attorney General shall
prosecute the same in any court of the state to the end that there
shall be recovered the total of such amounts from the person or
persons and surety on official bond named therein; and the amounts
so recovered shall be paid into the proper treasury of the state,

county or other public body through the State Auditor. In any
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case where written demand is issued to a surety on the official
bond of such person or persons and the surety refuses, neglects or
otherwise fails within one hundred twenty (120) days to either pay
the amount demanded and the interest due thereon or to give the
State Auditor a written response with specific reasons for
nonpayment, then the surety shall be subject to a civil penalty in
an amount of twelve percent (12%) of the bond, not to exceed Ten
Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00), to be deposited into the State
General Fund;

(h) To investigate any alleged or suspected violation
of the laws of the state by any officer or employee of the state,
county or other public office in the purchase, sale or the use of
any supplies, services, equipment or other property belonging
thereto; and in such investigation to do any and all things
necessary to procure evidence sufficient either to prove or
disprove the existence of such alleged or suspected violations.
The Department of Investigation of the State Department of Audit
may investigate, for the purpose of prosecution, any suspected
criminal wviolation of the provisions of this chapter. For the
purpose of administration and enforcement of this chapter, the
enforcement employees of the Department of Investigation of the
State Department of Audit have the powers of a law enforcement
officer of this state, and shall be empowered to make arrests and
to serve and execute search warrants and other valid legal process

anywhere within the State of Mississippi. All enforcement
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employees of the Department of Investigation of the State
Department of Audit hired on or after July 1, 1993, shall be
required to complete the Law Enforcement Officers Training Program
and shall meet the standards of the program;

(i) To issue subpoenas, with the approval of, and
returnable to, a judge of a chancery or circuit court, in termtime
or 1n vacation, to examine the records, documents or other
evidence of persons, firms, corporations or any other entities
insofar as such records, documents or other evidence relate to
dealings with any state, county or other public entity. The
circuit or chancery judge must serve the county in which the
records, documents or other evidence is located; or where all or
part of the transaction or transactions occurred which are the
subject of the subpoena;

(J) In any instances in which the State Auditor is or
shall be authorized or required to examine or audit, whether
preaudit or postaudit, any books, ledgers, accounts or other
records of the affairs of any public hospital owned or owned and
operated by one or more political subdivisions or parts thereof or
any combination thereof, or any school district, including
activity funds thereof, it shall be sufficient compliance
therewith, in the discretion of the State Auditor, that such
examination or audit be made from the report of any audit or other
examination certified by a certified public accountant and

prepared by or under the supervision of such certified public
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accountant. Such audits shall be made in accordance with
generally accepted standards of auditing, with the use of an audit
program prepared by the State Auditor, and final reports of such
audits shall conform to the format prescribed by the State
Auditor. All files, working papers, notes, correspondence and all
other data compiled during the course of the audit shall be
avallable, without cost, to the State Auditor for examination and
abstracting during the normal business hours of any business day.
The expense of such certified reports shall be borne by the
respective hospital, or any available school district funds other
than minimum program funds, subject to examination or audit. The
State Auditor shall not be bound by such certified reports and
may, in his or their discretion, conduct such examination or audit
from the books, ledgers, accounts or other records involved as may
be appropriate and authorized by law;

(k) The State Auditor shall have the authority to
contract with qualified public accounting firms to perform
selected audits required in paragraphs (d), (e), (f) and (j) of
this section, if funds are made available for such contracts by
the Legislature, or i1f funds are available from the governmental
entity covered by paragraphs (d), (e), (f) and (j). Such audits
shall be made in accordance with generally accepted standards of
auditing. All files, working papers, notes, correspondence and

all other data compiled during the course of the audit shall be
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avallable, without cost, to the State Auditor for examination and
abstracting during the normal business hours of any business day;

(1) The State Auditor shall have the authority to
establish training courses and programs for the personnel of the
various state and local governmental entities under the
jurisdiction of the Office of the State Auditor. The training
courses and programs shall include, but not be limited to, topics
on internal control of funds, property and equipment control and
inventory, governmental accounting and financial reporting, and
internal auditing. The State Auditor is authorized to charge a
fee from the participants of these courses and programs, which fee
shall be deposited into the Department of Audit Special Fund.
State and local governmental entities are authorized to pay such
fee and any travel expenses out of their general funds or any
other available funds from which such payment is not prohibited by
law;

(m) Upon written request by the Governor or any member
of the State Legislature, the State Auditor may audit any state
funds and/or state and federal funds received by any nonprofit
corporation incorporated under the laws of this state;

(n) To conduct performance audits of personal or
professional service contracts by state agencies on a random
sampling basis, or upon request of the State Personal Service

Contract Review Board under Section 25-9-120(3) * * *; and
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(o) At the discretion of the State Auditor, the Auditor

may conduct risk assessments, as well as performance and

compliance audits based on Generally Accepted Government Auditing

Standards (GAGAS) of any state—-funded economic development program

authorized under Title 57, Mississippl Code of 1972. After risk

assessments or program audits, the State Auditor may conduct

audits of those projects deemed high-risk, specifically as they

identifyv any potential wrongdoing or noncompliance based on

objectives of the economic development program. The Auditor is

granted authority to gather, audit and review data and information

from the Mississippl Development Authority or any of its agents,

the Department of Revenue, and when necessary under this

paragraph, the recipient business or businesses or any other

private, public or nonprofit entity with information relevant to

the audit project. The maximum amount the State Auditor may bill

the oversight agency under this paragraph in any fiscal vear is

One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00), based on reasonable

and necessary expenses.

SECTION 2. Section 57-61-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

57-61-11. The Mississippi Development Authority shall
establish such guidelines, rules and regulations for the repayment
of funds loaned pursuant to this chapter as may be necessary.
These provisions shall include, but not be limited to, the

following:
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(a) Funds may be loaned for a maximum of ten (10) years
or the estimated useful life of the property as established by the
United States Department of Treasury, whichever is greater.

(b) The rate of interest charged by the Mississippi
Development Authority for improvements not on publicly owned
property may be negotiated by the Mississippi Development
Authority.

(c) For all improvements funded through this chapter
which occur on publicly owned property, repayment of funds loaned
may, in the discretion of the Mississippi Development Authority,
involve only the principal amount loaned with no interest charged
thereon.

(d) An audit by a certified public accountant of all
costs of a project hereunder must be submitted to the Mississippi
Development Authority not later than ninety (90) days after a
project's completion. Such an audit shall certify that all of the
funds loaned or granted pursuant to this chapter were disbursed in
accordance with the terms of this chapter and shall be paid for by

the private company benefited by the project. In addition to the

audit required under this paragraph, the State Auditor may conduct

performance and compliance audits under this chapter according to

Section 7-7-211(o) and may bill the oversight agency.

(e) Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the case of an
application under Section 57-61-9(5) (a), the guidelines shall

include, but not be limited to, the following:
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(i) Funds may be loaned for a maximum of twenty
(20) years, or the estimated useful life of improvements on the
land areas of the port, whichever is greater.

(ii) The rate of interest charged by the
Mississippi Development Authority for loans for port projects may
be negotiated by the Mississippi Development Authority and shall
be consistent with Section 57-61-11(b) and (c).

(11i1i) The total of grants and loans to any one (1)
state-owned port made pursuant to an application under Section
57-61-9(5) (a) shall not exceed Twenty Million Dollars
($20,000,000.00) .

(iv) Before any loan or grant may be made under
Section 57-61-9(5) (a) to a state-owned port bordering the Gulf of
Mexico, the applicant shall make adequate assurance to the
Mississippili Development Authority that federal participation in
the cost of the project or projects has been committed contingent
only upon availability of local participation in accordance with
federal guidelines.

(v) Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter
to the contrary, the Mississippi Development Authority shall
utilize not more than Four Million Dollars ($4,000,000.00) out of
the proceeds of bonds authorized to be issued in this chapter to
be made available as interest-bearing loans to state-owned ports

for the purpose of repairing, renovating, maintaining and

improving the state-owned port. The Mississippi Development
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Authority shall establish an amortization schedule for the
repayment of any loans made pursuant to this subparagraph. The
state-owned port shall not spend any revenues for other purposes
unless payments on the loan are being timely made according to the
amortization schedule. The match requirements of this section and
Section 57-61-9 shall not apply to any loan made pursuant to this
subparagraph.

(f) Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to
the contrary, the Mississippi Development Authority shall utilize
not more than Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000.00) out of the
proceeds of bonds authorized to be issued in this chapter for the
purpose of making loans to municipalities operating county-owned
ports or municipally owned ports for the purpose of acquiring
land, buildings and other improvements and for repairing,
renovating, maintaining and improving such ports. The Mississippi
Development Authority shall establish an amortization schedule for
the repayment of any loans made pursuant to this paragraph (f). A
municipality shall not spend any port revenues for other purposes
unless payments on the loan are being timely made according to the
amortization schedule.

SECTION 3. Section 57-62-9, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

[For businesses or industries that received or applied for
incentive payments prior to July 1, 2005, this section shall read

as follows:]
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57-62-9. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section,
a qualified business or industry that meets the qualifications
specified in this chapter may receive quarterly incentive payments
for a period not to exceed ten (10) years from the Department of
Revenue pursuant to the provisions of this chapter in an amount
which shall be equal to the net benefit rate multiplied by the
actual gross payroll of new direct jobs for a calendar quarter as
verified by the Mississippi Department of Employment Security, but
not to exceed the amount of money previously paid into the fund by
the employer. A qualified business or industry that is a project
as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1l may elect the date upon
which the ten-year period will begin. Such date may not be later
than sixty (60) months after the date the business or industry
applied for incentive payments.

(2) (a) A qualified business or industry that is a project
as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1l may apply to the MDA to
receive incentive payments for an additional period not to exceed
five (5) years beyond the expiration date of the initial ten-year
period 1if:

(1) The qualified business or industry creates at
least three thousand (3,000) new direct jobs within five (5) years
after the date the business or industry commences commercial
production;

(i1) Within five (5) years after the date the

business or industry commences commercial production, the average
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annual wage of the jobs is at least one hundred fifty percent
(150%) of the most recently published state average annual wage or
the most recently published average annual wage of the county in
which the qualified business or industry is located as determined
by the Mississippi Department of Employment Security, whichever is
the lesser. The criteria for the average annual wage requirement
shall be based upon the state average annual wage or the average
annual wage of the county whichever is appropriate, at the time of
creation of the minimum number of jobs, and the threshold
established at that time will remain constant for the duration of
the additional period; and

(iii) The qualified business or industry meets and
maintains the job and wage requirements of subparagraphs (i) and
(ii) of this paragraph (a) for four (4) consecutive calendar
quarters.

(b) A qualified business or industry that is a project
as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1l and qualified to receive
incentive payments for the additional period provided in paragraph
(a) of this subsection (2) may apply to the MDA to receive
incentive payments for an additional period not to exceed ten (10)
years beyond the expiration date of the additional period provided
in paragraph (a) of this subsection (2) if:

(1) The qualified business or industry creates at
least four thousand (4,000) new direct jobs after qualifying for

the additional incentive period provided in paragraph (a) of this
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subsection (2) but before the expiration of the additional period.
For purposes of determining whether the business or industry meets
the minimum jobs requirement of this subparagraph (i), the number
of jobs the business or industry created in order to meet the
minimum jobs requirement of paragraph (a) of this subsection (2)
shall be subtracted from the minimum jobs requirement of this
subparagraph (i)

(ii) The average annual wage of the jobs is at
least one hundred fifty percent (150%) of the most recently
published state average annual wage or the most recently published
average annual wage of the county in which the qualified business
or industry is located as determined by the Mississippi Department
of Employment Security, whichever is the lesser. The criteria for
the average annual wage requirement shall be based upon the state
average annual wage or the average annual wage of the county
whichever is appropriate, at the time of creation of the minimum
number of jobs, and the threshold established at that time will
remain constant for the duration of the additional period; and

(i1ii) The qualified business or industry meets and
maintains the job and wage requirements of subparagraphs (i) and
(ii) of this paragraph (b) for four (4) consecutive calendar
quarters.

(3) In order to receive incentive payments, an establishment

shall apply to the MDA. The application shall be on a form
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prescribed by the MDA and shall contain such information as may be
required by the MDA to determine if the applicant is qualified.

(4) In order to qualify to receive such payments, the
establishment applying shall be required to:

(a) Be engaged in a qualified business or industry;

(b) Provide an average salary, excluding benefits which
are not subject to Mississippi income taxes, of at least one
hundred twenty-five percent (125%) of the most recently published
state average annual wage or the most recently published average
annual wage of the county in which the qualified business or
industry is located as determined by the Mississippi Department of
Employment Security, whichever is the lesser. The criteria for
this requirement shall be based upon the state average annual wage
or the average annual wage of the county whichever is appropriate,
at the time of application, and the threshold established upon
application will remain constant for the duration of the project;

(c) The business or industry must create and maintain a
minimum of ten (10) full-time jobs in counties that have an
average unemployment rate over the previous twelve-month period
which is at least one hundred fifty percent (150%) of the most
recently published state unemployment rate, as determined by the
Mississippi Department of Employment Security or in Tier Three
counties as determined under Section 57-73-21. In all other

counties, the business or industry must create and maintain a

minimum of twenty-five (25) full-time jobs. The criteria for this
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479

requirement shall be based on the designation of the county at the
time of the application. The threshold established upon the
application will remain constant for the duration of the project.
The business or industry must meet its job creation commitment
within twenty-four (24) months of the application approval.
However, if the qualified business or industry is applying for
incentive payments for an additional period under subsection (2)
of this section, the business or industry must comply with the
applicable job and wage requirements of subsection (2) of this
section.

(5) The MDA shall determine i1if the applicant is qualified to
receive incentive payments. If the applicant is determined to be
qualified by the MDA, the MDA shall conduct a cost/benefit
analysis to determine the estimated net direct state benefits and
the net benefit rate applicable for a period not to exceed ten
(10) years and to estimate the amount of gross payroll for the
period. If the applicant is determined to be qualified to receive
incentive payments for an additional period under subsection (2)
of this section, the MDA shall conduct a cost/benefit analysis to
determine the estimated net direct state benefits and the net
benefit rate applicable for the appropriate additional period and
to estimate the amount of gross payroll for the additional period.
In conducting such cost/benefit analysis, the MDA shall consider
quantitative factors, such as the anticipated level of new tax

revenues to the state along with the cost to the state of the
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504

qualified business or industry, and such other criteria as deemed
appropriate by the MDA, including the adequacy of retirement
benefits that the business or industry provides to individuals it
employs in new direct jobs in this state. In no event shall
incentive payments, cumulatively, exceed the estimated net direct
state benefits. Once the qualified business or industry is
approved by the MDA, an agreement shall be deemed to exist between
the qualified business or industry and the State of Mississippi,
requiring the continued incentive payment to be made as long as
the qualified business or industry retains its eligibility.

(6) Upon approval of such an application, the MDA shall
notify the Department of Revenue and shall provide it with a copy
of the approved application and the estimated net direct state
benefits. The Department of Revenue may require the qualified
business or industry to submit such additional information as may
be necessary to administer the provisions of this chapter. The
qualified business or industry shall report to the Department of
Revenue periodically to show its continued eligibility for
incentive payments. The qualified business or industry may be
audited by the Department of Revenue to verify such eligibility.

In addition, the State Auditor may conduct performance and

compliance audits under this chapter according to Section

7-7-211 (o) and may bill the oversight agency.

(7) If the qualified business or industry is located in an

area that has been declared by the Governor to be a disaster area
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and as a result of the disaster the business or industry is unable
to create or maintain the full-time jobs required by this section:

(a) The Commissioner of Revenue may extend the period
of time that the business or industry may receive incentive
payments for a period of time not to exceed two (2) years;

(b) The Commissioner of Revenue may waive the
requirement that a certain number of jobs be maintained for a
period of time not to exceed twenty-four (24) months; and

(c) The MDA may extend the period of time within which
the jobs must be created for a period of time not to exceed
twenty-four (24) months.

[For businesses or industries that received or applied for
incentive payments from and after July 1, 2005, but prior to July
1, 2010, this section shall read as follows:]

57-62-9. (1) (a) Except as otherwise provided in this
section, a qualified business or industry that meets the
qualifications specified in this chapter may receive quarterly
incentive payments for a period not to exceed ten (10) years from
the Department of Revenue pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter in an amount which shall be equal to the net benefit rate
multiplied by the actual gross payroll of new direct jobs for a
calendar quarter as verified by the Mississippi Department of
Employment Security, but not to exceed:

(1) Ninety percent (90%) of the amount of money

previously paid into the fund by the employer if the employer
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provides an average annual salary, excluding benefits which are
not subject to Mississippi income taxes, of at least one hundred
seventy-five percent (175%) of the most recently published state
average annual wage or the most recently published average annual
wage of the county in which the qualified business or industry is
located as determined by the Mississippi Department of Employment
Security, whichever is the lesser;

(ii) Eighty percent (80%) of the amount of money
previously paid into the fund by the employer if the employer
provides an average annual salary, excluding benefits which are
not subject to Mississippi income taxes, of at least one hundred
twenty-five percent (125%) but less than one hundred seventy-five
percent (175%) of the most recently published state average annual
wage or the most recently published average annual wage of the
county in which the qualified business or industry is located as
determined by the Mississippi Department of Employment Security,
whichever is the lesser; or

(1id) Seventy percent (70%) of the amount of money
previously paid into the fund by the employer if the employer
provides an average annual salary, excluding benefits which are
not subject to Mississippi income taxes, of less than one hundred
twenty-five percent (125%) of the most recently published state
average annual wage or the most recently published average annual

wage of the county in which the qualified business or industry is
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located as determined by the Mississippi Department of Employment
Security, whichever is the lesser.

(b) A qualified business or industry that is a project
as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1l may elect the date upon
which the ten-year period will begin. Such date may not be later
than sixty (60) months after the date the business or industry
applied for incentive payments.

(2) (a) A qualified business or industry that is a project
as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1l may apply to the MDA to
receive incentive payments for an additional period not to exceed
five (5) years beyond the expiration date of the initial ten-year
period if:

(1) The qualified business or industry creates at
least three thousand (3,000) new direct jobs within five (5) years
after the date the business or industry commences commercial
production;

(i1) Within five (5) years after the date the
business or industry commences commercial production, the average
annual wage of the jobs is at least one hundred fifty percent
(150%) of the most recently published state average annual wage or
the most recently published average annual wage of the county in
which the qualified business or industry is located as determined
by the Mississippi Department of Employment Security, whichever is
the lesser. The criteria for the average annual wage requirement

shall be based upon the state average annual wage or the average
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annual wage of the county whichever is appropriate, at the time of
creation of the minimum number of jobs, and the threshold
established at that time will remain constant for the duration of
the additional period; and

(iii) The qualified business or industry meets and
maintains the job and wage requirements of subparagraphs (i) and
(ii) of this paragraph (a) for four (4) consecutive calendar
quarters.

(b) A qualified business or industry that is a project
as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1l and qualified to receive
incentive payments for the additional period provided in paragraph
(a) of this subsection (2) may apply to the MDA to receive
incentive payments for an additional period not to exceed ten (10)
years beyond the expiration date of the additional period provided
in paragraph (a) of this subsection (2) if:

(1) The qualified business or industry creates at
least four thousand (4,000) new direct jobs after qualifying for
the additional incentive period provided in paragraph (a) of this
subsection (2) but before the expiration of the additional period.
For purposes of determining whether the business or industry meets
the minimum jobs requirement of this subparagraph (i), the number
of jobs the business or industry created in order to meet the
minimum jobs requirement of paragraph (a) of this subsection (2)
shall be subtracted from the minimum jobs requirement of this
subparagraph (i)
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(ii) The average annual wage of the jobs is at
least one hundred fifty percent (150%) of the most recently
published state average annual wage or the most recently published
average annual wage of the county in which the qualified business
or industry is located as determined by the Mississippi Department
of Employment Security, whichever is the lesser. The criteria for
the average annual wage requirement shall be based upon the state
average annual wage or the average annual wage of the county
whichever is appropriate, at the time of creation of the minimum
number of jobs, and the threshold established at that time will
remain constant for the duration of the additional period; and

(iii) The qualified business or industry meets and
maintains the job and wage requirements of subparagraphs (i) and
(ii) of this paragraph (b) for four (4) consecutive calendar
quarters.

(3) In order to receive incentive payments, an establishment
shall apply to the MDA. The application shall be on a form
prescribed by the MDA and shall contain such information as may be
required by the MDA to determine if the applicant is qualified.

(4) (a) In order to qualify to receive such payments, the
establishment applying shall be required to meet the definition of
the term "qualified business or industry";

(b) The criteria for the average annual salary
requirement shall be based upon the state average annual wage or

the average annual wage of the county whichever is appropriate, at
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the time of application, and the threshold established upon
application will remain constant for the duration of the project;

(c) The business or industry must meet its Jjob creation
commitment within twenty-four (24) months of the application
approval. However, if the qualified business or industry is
applying for incentive payments for an additional period under
subsection (2) of this section, the business or industry must
comply with the applicable job and wage requirements of subsection
(2) of this section.

(5) (a) The MDA shall determine if the applicant is
qualified to receive incentive payments.

(b) If the applicant is determined to be qualified to
receive incentive payments for an additional period under
subsection (2) of this section, the MDA shall conduct a
cost/benefit analysis to determine the estimated net direct state
benefits and the net benefit rate applicable for the appropriate
additional period and to estimate the amount of gross payroll for
the additional period. 1In conducting such cost/benefit analysis,
the MDA shall consider quantitative factors, such as the
anticipated level of new tax revenues to the state along with the
cost to the state of the qualified business or industry, and such
other criteria as deemed appropriate by the MDA, including the
adequacy of retirement benefits that the business or industry

provides to individuals it employs in new direct Jjobs in this

state. In no event shall incentive payments, cumulatively, exceed
H. B. No. 1318 i ~ OFFICIAL ~
14/HR40/R1370PH

PAGE 26 (RKM\BD)



654

655

656

657

658

659

660

661

662

663

664

665

666

667

668

669

670

671

672

673

674

675

676

the estimated net direct state benefits. Once the qualified
business or industry is approved by the MDA, an agreement shall be
deemed to exist between the qualified business or industry and the
State of Mississippi, requiring the continued incentive payment to
be made as long as the qualified business or industry retains its
eligibility.

(6) Upon approval of such an application, the MDA shall
notify the Department of Revenue and shall provide it with a copy
of the approved application and the estimated net direct state
benefits. The Department of Revenue may require the qualified
business or industry to submit such additional information as may
be necessary to administer the provisions of this chapter. The
qualified business or industry shall report to the Department of
Revenue periodically to show its continued eligibility for
incentive payments. The qualified business or industry may be
audited by the Department of Revenue to verify such eligibility.

In addition, the State Auditor may conduct performance and

compliance audits under this chapter according to Section

7-7-211 (o) and may bill the oversight agency.

(7) If the qualified business or industry is located in an
area that has been declared by the Governor to be a disaster area
and as a result of the disaster the business or industry is unable

to create or maintain the full-time jobs required by this section:
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(2a) The Commissioner of Revenue may extend the period
of time that the business or industry may receive incentive
payments for a period of time not to exceed two (2) years;

(b) The Commissioner of Revenue may waive the
requirement that a certain number of jobs be maintained for a
period of time not to exceed twenty-four (24) months; and

(c) The MDA may extend the period of time within which
the jobs must be created for a period of time not to exceed
twenty-four (24) months.

[For businesses or industries that apply for incentive
payments from and after July 1, 2010, this section shall read as
follows:]

57-62-9. (1) (a) Except as otherwise provided in this
section, a qualified business or industry that meets the
qualifications specified in this chapter may receive quarterly
incentive payments for a period not to exceed ten (10) years from
the Department of Revenue pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter in an amount which shall be equal to ninety percent (90%)
of the amount of actual income tax withheld for employees with new
direct jobs, but in no event more than four percent (4%) of the
total annual salary paid for new direct jobs during such period,
excluding benefits which are not subject to Mississippi income
taxes.

(b) A qualified business or industry that is a project

as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1l may elect the date upon
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which the ten-year period will begin. Such date may not be later
than sixty (60) months after the date the business or industry
applied for incentive payments.

(c) A qualified business or industry as defined in
Section 57-62-5(a) (iii) may elect the date upon which the ten-year
period will begin and may elect to begin receiving incentive
payments as early as the second quarter after that date.
Incentive payments will be calculated on all jobs above the
existing number of jobs as of the date the MDA determines that the
applicant is qualified to receive incentive payments. In the
event that the qualified business or industry falls below the
number of existing jobs at the time of determination that the
applicant is qualified to receive the incentive payment, the
incentive payment shall cease until the qualified business or
industry once again exceeds that number. If after forty-eight
(48) months, the qualified business or industry has failed to
create at least three thousand (3,000) new direct jobs, incentive
payments shall cease and the qualified business or industry shall
not be qualified to receive further incentive payments.

(2) (a) A qualified business or industry that is a project
as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1l may apply to the MDA to
receive incentive payments for an additional period not to exceed
five (5) years beyond the expiration date of the initial ten-year

period if:

H. B. No. 1318 OO 0O OO0 ~ OFFICIAL ~
14/HR40/R1370PH
PAGE 29 (RKM\BD)



726

7277

728

729

730

731

732

733

734

735

736

737

738

739

740

741

742

743

744

745

746

7477

748

749

750

(1) The qualified business or industry creates at
least three thousand (3,000) new direct jobs within five (5) years
after the date the business or industry commences commercial
production;

(ii) Within five (5) years after the date the
business or industry commences commercial production, the average
annual wage of the jobs is at least one hundred fifty percent
(150%) of the most recently published state average annual wage or
the most recently published average annual wage of the county in
which the qualified business or industry is located as determined
by the Mississippi Department of Employment Security, whichever is
the lesser. The criteria for the average annual wage requirement
shall be based upon the state average annual wage or the average
annual wage of the county whichever is appropriate, at the time of
creation of the minimum number of jobs, and the threshold
established at that time will remain constant for the duration of
the additional period; and

(i1ii) The qualified business or industry meets and
maintains the job and wage requirements of subparagraphs (i) and
(ii) of this paragraph (a) for four (4) consecutive calendar
quarters.

(b) A qualified business or industry that is a project
as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1l and qualified to receive
incentive payments for the additional period provided in paragraph

(a) of this subsection (2) may apply to the MDA to receive
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incentive payments for an additional period not to exceed ten (10)
years beyond the expiration date of the additional period provided
in paragraph (a) of this subsection (2) 1if:

(i) The qualified business or industry creates at
least four thousand (4,000) new direct jobs after qualifying for
the additional incentive period provided in paragraph (a) of this
subsection (2) but before the expiration of the additional period.
For purposes of determining whether the business or industry meets
the minimum jobs requirement of this subparagraph (i), the number
of jobs the business or industry created in order to meet the
minimum jobs requirement of paragraph (a) of this subsection (2)
shall be subtracted from the minimum jobs requirement of this
subparagraph (i)

(i1i) The average annual wage of the jobs is at
least one hundred fifty percent (150%) of the most recently
published state average annual wage or the most recently published
average annual wage of the county in which the gqualified business
or industry is located as determined by the Mississippi Department
of Employment Security, whichever is the lesser. The criteria for
the average annual wage requirement shall be based upon the state
average annual wage or the average annual wage of the county
whichever is appropriate, at the time of creation of the minimum
number of jobs, and the threshold established at that time will

remain constant for the duration of the additional period; and
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(iii) The qualified business or industry meets and
maintains the job and wage requirements of subparagraphs (i) and
(ii) of this paragraph (b) for four (4) consecutive calendar
quarters.

(3) In order to receive incentive payments, an establishment
shall apply to the MDA. The application shall be on a form
prescribed by the MDA and shall contain such information as may be
required by the MDA to determine if the applicant is qualified.

(4) (a) In order to qualify to receive such payments, the
establishment applying shall be required to meet the definition of
the term "qualified business or industry";

(b) The criteria for the average annual salary
requirement shall be based upon the state average annual wage or
the average annual wage of the county whichever is appropriate, at
the time of application, and the threshold established upon
application will remain constant for the duration of the project;

(c) Except as otherwise provided for a qualified
business or industry as defined in Section 57-62-5(a) (iii), the
business or industry must meet its job creation commitment within
twenty-four (24) months of the application approval. However, if
the qualified business or industry is applying for incentive
payments for an additional period under subsection (2) of this
section, the business or industry must comply with the applicable

job and wage requirements of subsection (2) of this section.

H. B. No. 1318 OO 0O OO0 ~ OFFICIAL ~
14/HR40/R1370PH
PAGE 32 (RKM\BD)



799

800

801

802

803

804

805

806

807

808

809

810

811

812

813

814

815

816

817

818

819

820

821

822

823

(5) (a) The MDA shall determine if the applicant is
qualified to receive incentive payments.

(b) If the applicant is determined to be qualified to
receive incentive payments for an additional period under
subsection (2) of this section, the MDA shall conduct an analysis
to estimate the amount of gross payroll for the appropriate
additional period. Incentive payments, cumulatively, shall not
exceed ninety percent (90%) of the amount of actual income tax
withheld for employees with new direct jobs, but in no event more
than four percent (4%) of the total annual salary paid for new
direct jobs during the additional period, excluding benefits which
are not subject to Mississippi income taxes. Once the qualified
business or industry is approved by the MDA, an agreement shall be
deemed to exist between the qualified business or industry and the
State of Mississippi, requiring the continued incentive payment to
be made as long as the qualified business or industry retains its
eligibility.

(6) Upon approval of such an application, the MDA shall
notify the Department of Revenue and shall provide it with a copy
of the approved application and the minimum job and salary
requirements. The Department of Revenue may require the qualified
business or industry to submit such additional information as may
be necessary to administer the provisions of this chapter. The
qualified business or industry shall report to the Department of

Revenue periodically to show its continued eligibility for
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incentive payments. The qualified business or industry may be
audited by the Department of Revenue to verify such eligibility.

In addition, the State Auditor may conduct performance and

compliance audits under this chapter according to Section

7-7-211 (o) and may bill the oversight agency.

(7) If the qualified business or industry is located in an
area that has been declared by the Governor to be a disaster area
and as a result of the disaster the business or industry is unable
to create or maintain the full-time jobs required by this section:

(a) The Commissioner of Revenue may extend the period
of time that the business or industry may receive incentive
payments for a period of time not to exceed two (2) years;

(b) The Commissioner of Revenue may waive the
requirement that a certain number of jobs be maintained for a
period of time not to exceed twenty-four (24) months; and

(c) The MDA may extend the period of time within which
the jobs must be created for a period of time not to exceed
twenty-four (24) months.

SECTION 4. Section 57-75-15, Mississippi Code of 1972, 1is
brought forward as follows:

[Through June 30, 2014, this section shall read as follows:]

57-75-15. (1) Upon notification to the authority by the
enterprise that the state has been finally selected as the site
for the project, the State Bond Commission shall have the power

and is hereby authorized and directed, upon receipt of a
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declaration from the authority as hereinafter provided, to borrow
money and issue general obligation bonds of the state in one or
more series for the purposes herein set out. Upon such
notification, the authority may thereafter from time to time
declare the necessity for the issuance of general obligation bonds
as authorized by this section and forward such declaration to the
State Bond Commission, provided that before such notification, the
authority may enter into agreements with the United States
government, private companies and others that will commit the
authority to direct the State Bond Commission to issue bonds for
eligible undertakings set out in subsection (4) of this section,
conditioned on the siting of the project in the state.

(2) Upon receipt of any such declaration from the authority,
the State Bond Commission shall verify that the state has been
selected as the site of the project and shall act as the issuing
agent for the series of bonds directed to be issued in such
declaration pursuant to authority granted in this section.

(3) (a) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (i) shall not exceed
an aggregate principal amount in the sum of Sixty-seven Million
Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($67,350,000.00).

(b) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (ii) shall not exceed
Sixty-three Million Dollars ($63,000,000.00). The authority, with

the express direction of the State Bond Commission, is authorized
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to expend any remaining proceeds of bonds issued under the
authority of this act prior to January 1, 1998, for the purpose of
financing projects as then defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (ii) or
for any other projects as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (ii), as it
may be amended from time to time. No bonds shall be issued under
this paragraph (b) until the State Bond Commission by resolution
adopts a finding that the issuance of such bonds will improve,
expand or otherwise enhance the military installation, its support
areas or military operations, or will provide employment
opportunities to replace those lost by closure or reductions in
operations at the military installation or will support critical
studies or investigations authorized by Section 57-75-5(f) (ii).

(c) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iii) shall not
exceed Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00). ©No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after December 31, 1996.

(d) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv) shall not exceed
Three Hundred Fifty-one Million Dollars ($351,000,000.00). An
additional amount of bonds in an amount not to exceed Twelve
Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($12,500,000.00) may be
issued under the authority of this section for the purpose of
defraying costs associated with the construction of surface water

transmission lines for a project defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)
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or for any facility related to the project. No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2005.

(e) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (v) and for facilities
related to such projects shall not exceed Thirty-eight Million
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($38,500,000.00). No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after April 1, 2005.

(f) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (vii) shall not exceed
Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued
under this paragraph after June 30, 2006.

(g) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (viii) shall not exceed
Four Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000.00). No
bonds shall be issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2008.

(h) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (ix) shall not exceed
Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued
under this paragraph after June 30, 2007.

(1) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (x) shall not exceed
Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued
under this paragraph after April 1, 2005.

(7)) Bonds issued under the authority of this section

for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xii) shall not exceed
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Thirty-three Million Dollars ($33,000,000.00). The amount of
bonds that may be issued under this paragraph for projects defined
in Section 57-75-5(f) (xii) may be reduced by the amount of any
federal or local funds made available for such projects. No bonds
shall be issued under this paragraph until local governments in or
near the county in which the project is located have irrevocably
committed funds to the project in an amount of not less than Two
Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00) in the
aggregate; however, this irrevocable commitment requirement may be
waived by the authority upon a finding that due to the unforeseen
circumstances created by Hurricane Katrina, the local governments
are unable to comply with such commitment. No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2008.

(k) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xiii) shall not exceed
Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued
under this paragraph after June 30, 2009.

(1) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xiv) shall not exceed
Twenty-four Million Dollars ($24,000,000.00). No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph until local governments in the county
in which the project is located have irrevocably committed funds
to the project in an amount of not less than Two Million Dollars
($2,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph
after June 30, 2009.
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(m) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xv) shall not exceed
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00). ©No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2009.

(n) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xvi) shall not exceed
Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued
under this paragraph after June 30, 2011.

(0) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xvii) shall not exceed
Three Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,500,000.00). No
bonds shall be issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2010.

(p) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xviii) shall not exceed
Ninety-six Million Dollars ($96,000,000.00). No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2011.

(q) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xix) shall not exceed
Fifteen Million Dollars ($15,000,000.00). No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2012.

(r) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xx) shall not exceed
Twenty-three Million Dollars ($23,000,000.00). No bonds shall be

issued under this paragraph after April 25, 2013.
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(s) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxi) shall not exceed
Two Hundred Ninety-three Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars
($293,900,000.00). No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph
after July 1, 2020.

(t) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for Tier One suppliers shall not exceed Thirty Million Dollars
($30,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph
after July 1, 2020.

(u) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxii) shall not exceed
Forty-eight Million Four Hundred Thousand Dollars
($48,400,000.00). No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph
after July 1, 2020.

(v) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiii) shall not exceed
Eighty-eight Million Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars
($88,250,000.00). No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph
after July 1, 2009.

(w) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiv) shall not exceed
Thirteen Million Dollars ($13,000,000.00). No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after July 1, 2020.

(x) Bonds issued under the authority of this section

for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxv) shall not exceed
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Twenty-five Million Dollars ($25,000,000.00). No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after July 1, 2017.

(y) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvi) shall not exceed
Thirty-five Million One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($35,100,000.00).
No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph after July 1, 2021.

(z) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvii) shall not exceed
Fifty Million Dollars ($50,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued
under this paragraph after April 25, 2013.

(aa) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxviii) shall not
exceed One Hundred Thirty Million Dollars ($130,000,000.00). No
bonds shall be issued under this paragraph after July 1, 2023.

(4) (a) The proceeds from the sale of the bonds issued
under this section may be applied for the following purposes:

(1) Defraying all or any designated portion of the
costs incurred with respect to acquisition, planning, design,
construction, installation, rehabilitation, improvement,
relocation and with respect to state-owned property, operation and
maintenance of the project and any facility related to the project
located within the project area, including costs of design and
engineering, all costs incurred to provide land, easements and
rights-of-way, relocation costs with respect to the project and

with respect to any facility related to the project located within
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the project area, and costs associated with mitigation of
environmental impacts and environmental impact studies;

(ii) Defraying the cost of providing for the
recruitment, screening, selection, training or retraining of
employees, candidates for employment or replacement employees of
the project and any related activity;

(iii) Reimbursing the Mississippi Development
Authority for expenses it incurred in regard to projects defined
in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv) prior to November 6, 2000. The
Mississippi Development Authority shall submit an itemized list of
expenses 1t incurred in regard to such projects to the Chairmen of
the Finance and Appropriations Committees of the Senate and the
Chairmen of the Ways and Means and Appropriations Committees of
the House of Representatives;

(iv) Providing grants to enterprises operating
projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1;

(v) Paying any warranty made by the authority
regarding site work for a project defined in Section
57-75=-5(f) (iv) 1;

(vi) Defraying the cost of marketing and promotion
of a project as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1l, Section
57-75-5(f) (xxi) or Section 57-75-5(f) (xxii). The authority shall
submit an itemized list of costs incurred for marketing and
promotion of such project to the Chairmen of the Finance and

Appropriations Committees of the Senate and the Chairmen of the
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Ways and Means and Appropriations Committees of the House of

Representatives;

(vii) Providing for the payment of interest on the
bonds;

(viii) Providing debt service reserves;

(ix) Paying underwriters' discount, original issue

discount, accountants' fees, engineers' fees, attorneys' fees,
rating agency fees and other fees and expenses in connection with
the issuance of the bonds;

(x) For purposes authorized in paragraphs (b),
(c), (d), (e), (£), (g), (h), (1), (3), (k), (1) and (m) of this
subsection (4);

(xi) Providing grants to enterprises operating
projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (v), or, in connection with
a facility related to such a project, for any purposes deemed by
the authority in its sole discretion to be necessary and
appropriate;

(xii) Providing grant funds or loans to a public
agency or an enterprise owning, leasing or operating a project
defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (ii);

(xiii) Providing grant funds or loans to an
enterprise owning, leasing or operating a project defined in

Section 57-75-5(f) (xiv);
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(xiv) Providing grants, loans and payments to or
for the benefit of an enterprise owning or operating a project
defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xviii);

(xv) Purchasing equipment for a project defined in
Section 57-75-5(f) (viii) subject to such terms and conditions as
the authority considers necessary and appropriate;

(xvi) Providing grant funds to an enterprise
developing or owning a project defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xx);

(xvii) Providing grants for projects as authorized
in Section 57-75-11(kk), (11), (mm) and (uu), or, in connection
with a facility related to such a project, for any purposes deemed
by the authority in its sole discretion to be necessary and
appropriate;

(xviii) Providing grants for projects as
authorized in Section 57-75-11 (pp) for any purposes deemed by the
authority in its sole discretion to be necessary and appropriate;

(xix) Providing grants and loans for projects as
authorized in Section 57-75-11(gq) ;

(xx) Providing grants for projects as authorized

in Section 57-75-11(rr);

(xx1i) Providing grants, loans and payments as
authorized in Section 57-75-11(ss); and
(xx1i) Providing grants and loans as authorized in

Section 57-75-11(tt).
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Such bonds shall be issued from time to time and in such
principal amounts as shall be designated by the authority, not to
exceed in aggregate principal amounts the amount authorized in
subsection (3) of this section. Proceeds from the sale of the
bonds issued under this section may be invested, subject to
federal limitations, pending their use, in such securities as may
be specified in the resolution authorizing the issuance of the
bonds or the trust indenture securing them, and the earning on
such investment applied as provided in such resolution or trust
indenture.

(b) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued after June 21,
2002, under this section for projects described in Section
57-75-5(f) (iv) may be used to reimburse reasonable actual and
necessary costs incurred by the Mississippi Development Authority
in providing assistance related to a project for which funding is
provided from the use of proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi
Development Authority shall maintain an accounting of actual costs
incurred for each project for which reimbursements are sought.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (b) (i) shall not exceed Three
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) in the aggregate.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (b) (i) shall satisfy any
applicable federal tax law requirements.

(11) The proceeds of bonds issued after June 21,

2002, under this section for projects described in Section

57-75-5(f) (iv) may be used to reimburse reasonable actual and
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necessary costs incurred by the Department of Audit in providing
services related to a project for which funding is provided from
the use of proceeds of such bonds. The Department of Audit shall
maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each project
for which reimbursements are sought. The Department of Audit may
escalate its budget and expend such funds in accordance with rules
and regulations of the Department of Finance and Administration in
a manner consistent with the escalation of federal funds.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (b) (ii) shall not exceed One
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) in the aggregate.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (b) (ii) shall satisfy any
applicable federal tax law requirements.

(c) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (ix) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided for the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (ix) may be

used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
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by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(d) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (x) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided for the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (x) may be

used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
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by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(e) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (e) (i) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xii) may be

used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
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by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (e) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (e) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(f) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xiii),
(f) (xiv), (f) (xv), (f) (xvi), (f) (xvii), (f) (xviii) and (f) (xx) may
be used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs
incurred by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing
assistance related to a project for which funding is provided from
the use of proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development
Authority shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred
for each project for which reimbursements are sought.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (f) (i) shall not exceed
Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) for each project.

(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this

section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xiii),
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(f) (xiv), (f) (xv), (f) (xvi), (f) (xvii), (f) (xviii) and (f) (xx) may
be used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs
incurred by the Department of Audit in providing services related
to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an
accounting of actual costs incurred for each project for which
reimbursements are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate
its budget and expend such funds in accordance with rules and
regulations of the Department of Finance and Administration in a
manner consistent with the escalation of federal funds.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (f) (ii) shall not exceed
Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) for each project.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (f) (ii) shall satisfy any
applicable federal tax law requirements.

(9) (1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxi) or
projects for a Tier One supplier may be used to reimburse
reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred by the Mississippi
Development Authority in providing assistance related to a project
for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of such
bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority shall maintain an
accounting of actual costs incurred for each project for which
reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under this paragraph
(g) (1) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00)

in the aggregate.

H. B. No. 1318 OO 0O OO0 ~ OFFICIAL ~
14/HR40/R1370PH
PAGE 50 (RKM\BD)



1244

1245

1246

1247

1248

1249

1250

1251

1252

1253

1254

1255

1256

1257

1258

1259

1260

1261

1262

1263

1264

1265

1266

1267

1268

(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxi) or
projects for a Tier One supplier may be used to reimburse
reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred by the Department
of Audit in providing services related to a project for which
funding is provided from the use of proceeds of such bonds. The
Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting of actual costs
incurred for each project for which reimbursements are sought.

The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and expend such
funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the Department
of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent with the
escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this paragraph
(g) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00)
in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this paragraph (g) (ii)
shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law requirements.

(h) (1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (h) (i) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.
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(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (h) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (h) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(1) (1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (i) (i) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.
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(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (i) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (i) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(3) (1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiv) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (j) (1) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.
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(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiv) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (J) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (3j) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(k) (1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxv) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (k) (i) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.
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(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxv) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (k) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (k) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(1) (1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvi) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (1) (i) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.
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(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvi) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (1) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (1) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(m) (1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (m) (i) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.
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(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (m) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (m) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(n) (1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxviii) may
be used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs
incurred by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing
assistance related to a project for which funding is provided from
the use of proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development
Authority shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred
for each project for which reimbursements are sought.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (n) (i) shall not exceed

Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.
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(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxviii) may
be used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs
incurred by the Department of Audit in providing services related
to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an
accounting of actual costs incurred for each project for which
reimbursements are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate
its budget and expend such funds in accordance with rules and
regulations of the Department of Finance and Administration in a
manner consistent with the escalation of federal funds.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (n) (ii) shall not exceed
Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (n) (ii) shall satisfy any
applicable federal tax law requirements.

(5) The principal of and the interest on the bonds shall be
payable in the manner hereinafter set forth. The bonds shall bear
date or dates; be in such denomination or denominations; bear
interest at such rate or rates; be payable at such place or places
within or without the state; mature absolutely at such time or
times; be redeemable before maturity at such time or times and
upon such terms, with or without premium; bear such registration
privileges; and be substantially in such form; all as shall be
determined by resolution of the State Bond Commission except that

such bonds shall mature or otherwise be retired in annual
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installments beginning not more than five (5) years from the date
thereof and extending not more than twenty-five (25) years from
the date thereof. The bonds shall be signed by the Chairman of
the State Bond Commission, or by his facsimile signature, and the
official seal of the State Bond Commission shall be imprinted on
or affixed thereto, attested by the manual or facsimile signature
of the Secretary of the State Bond Commission. Whenever any such
bonds have been signed by the officials herein designated to sign
the bonds, who were in office at the time of such signing but who
may have ceased to be such officers before the sale and delivery
of such bonds, or who may not have been in office on the date such
bonds may bear, the signatures of such officers upon such bonds
shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all purposes and
have the same effect as if the person so officially signing such
bonds had remained in office until the delivery of the same to the
purchaser, or had been in office on the date such bonds may bear.

(6) All bonds issued under the provisions of this section
shall be and are hereby declared to have all the qualities and
incidents of negotiable instruments under the provisions of the
Uniform Commercial Code and in exercising the powers granted by
this chapter, the State Bond Commission shall not be required to
and need not comply with the provisions of the Uniform Commercial
Code.

(7) The State Bond Commission shall act as issuing agent for

the bonds, prescribe the form of the bonds, determine the
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appropriate method for sale of the bonds, advertise for and accept
bids or negotiate the sale of the bonds, issue and sell the bonds,
pay all fees and costs incurred in such issuance and sale, and do
any and all other things necessary and advisable in connection
with the issuance and sale of the bonds. The State Bond
Commission may sell such bonds on sealed bids at public sale or
may negotiate the sale of the bonds for such price as it may
determine to be for the best interest of the State of Mississippi.
The bonds shall bear interest at such rate or rates not exceeding
the limits set forth in Section 75-17-101 as shall be fixed by the
State Bond Commission. All interest accruing on such bonds so
issued shall be payable semiannually or annually.

If the bonds are to be sold on sealed bids at public sale,
notice of the sale of any bonds shall be published at least one
time, the first of which shall be made not less than ten (10) days
prior to the date of sale, and shall be so published in one or
more newspapers having a general circulation in the City of
Jackson selected by the State Bond Commission.

The State Bond Commission, when issuing any bonds under the
authority of this section, may provide that the bonds, at the
option of the state, may be called in for payment and redemption
at the call price named therein and accrued interest on such date
or dates named therein.

(8) State bonds issued under the provisions of this section

shall be the general obligations of the state and backed by the
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full faith and credit of the state. The Legislature shall
appropriate annually an amount sufficient to pay the principal of
and the interest on such bonds as they become due. All bonds
shall contain recitals on their faces substantially covering the
foregoing provisions of this section.

(9) The State Treasurer is authorized to certify to the
Department of Finance and Administration the necessity for
warrants, and the Department of Finance and Administration is
authorized and directed to issue such warrants payable out of any
funds appropriated by the Legislature under this section for such
purpose, in such amounts as may be necessary to pay when due the
principal of and interest on all bonds issued under the provisions
of this section. The State Treasurer shall forward the necessary
amount to the designated place or places of payment of such bonds
in ample time to discharge such bonds, or the interest thereon, on
the due dates thereof.

(10) The bonds may be issued without any other proceedings
or the happening of any other conditions or things other than
those proceedings, conditions and things which are specified or
required by this chapter. Any resolution providing for the
issuance of general obligation bonds under the provisions of this
section shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by
the State Bond Commission, and any such resolution may be adopted
at any regular or special meeting of the State Bond Commission by

a majority of its members.
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(11) In anticipation of the issuance of bonds hereunder, the
State Bond Commission is authorized to negotiate and enter into
any purchase, loan, credit or other agreement with any bank, trust
company or other lending institution or to issue and sell interim
notes for the purpose of making any payments authorized under this
section. All borrowings made under this provision shall be
evidenced by notes of the state which shall be issued from time to
time, for such amounts not exceeding the amount of bonds
authorized herein, in such form and in such denomination and
subject to such terms and conditions of sale and issuance,
prepayment or redemption and maturity, rate or rates of interest
not to exceed the maximum rate authorized herein for bonds, and
time of payment of interest as the State Bond Commission shall
agree to in such agreement. Such notes shall constitute general
obligations of the state and shall be backed by the full faith and
credit of the state. Such notes may also be issued for the
purpose of refunding previously issued notes. No note shall
mature more than three (3) years following the date of its
issuance. The State Bond Commission is authorized to provide for
the compensation of any purchaser of the notes by payment of a
fixed fee or commission and for all other costs and expenses of
issuance and service, including paying agent costs. Such costs
and expenses may be paid from the proceeds of the notes.

(12) The bonds and interim notes authorized under the

authority of this section may be validated in the Chancery Court

H. B. No. 1318 OO 0O OO0 ~ OFFICIAL ~
14/HR40/R1370PH
PAGE 62 (RKM\BD)



1544

1545

1546

1547

1548

1549

1550

1551

1552

1553

1554

1555

1556

1557

1558

1559

1560

1561

1562

1563

1564

1565

1566

1567

1568

of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, in
the manner and with the force and effect provided now or hereafter
by Chapter 13, Title 31, Mississippi Code of 1972, for the
validation of county, municipal, school district and other bonds.
The necessary papers for such validation proceedings shall be
transmitted to the State Bond Attorney, and the required notice
shall be published in a newspaper published in the City of
Jackson, Mississippi.

(13) Any bonds or interim notes issued under the provisions
of this chapter, a transaction relating to the sale or securing of
such bonds or interim notes, their transfer and the income
therefrom shall at all times be free from taxation by the state or
any local unit or political subdivision or other instrumentality
of the state, excepting inheritance and gift taxes.

(14) All bonds issued under this chapter shall be legal
investments for trustees, other fiduciaries, savings banks, trust
companies and insurance companies organized under the laws of the
State of Mississippi; and such bonds shall be legal securities
which may be deposited with and shall be received by all public
officers and bodies of the state and all municipalities and other
political subdivisions thereof for the purpose of securing the
deposit of public funds.

(15) The Attorney General of the State of Mississippi shall
represent the State Bond Commission in issuing, selling and

validating bonds herein provided for, and the Bond Commission is
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hereby authorized and empowered to expend from the proceeds
derived from the sale of the bonds authorized hereunder all
necessary administrative, legal and other expenses incidental and
related to the issuance of bonds authorized under this chapter.

(16) There is hereby created a special fund in the State
Treasury to be known as the Mississippi Major Economic Impact
Authority Fund wherein shall be deposited the proceeds of the
bonds issued under this chapter and all monies received by the
authority to carry out the purposes of this chapter. Expenditures
authorized herein shall be paid by the State Treasurer upon
warrants drawn from the fund, and the Department of Finance and
Administration shall issue warrants upon requisitions signed by
the director of the authority.

(17) (a) There is hereby created the Mississippi Economic
Impact Authority Sinking Fund from which the principal of and
interest on such bonds shall be paid by appropriation. All monies
paid into the sinking fund not appropriated to pay accruing bonds
and interest shall be invested by the State Treasurer in such
securities as are provided by law for the investment of the
sinking funds of the state.

(b) In the event that all or any part of the bonds and
notes are purchased, they shall be cancelled and returned to the
loan and transfer agent as cancelled and paid bonds and notes and
thereafter all payments of interest thereon shall cease and the

cancelled bonds, notes and coupons, together with any other

H. B. No. 1318 OO 0O OO0 ~ OFFICIAL ~
14/HR40/R1370PH
PAGE 64 (RKM\BD)



1594

1595

1596

1597

1598

1599

1600

1601

1602

1603

1604

1605

1606

1607

1608

1609

1610

1611

1612

1613

1614

1615

1616

1617

1618

cancelled bonds, notes and coupons, shall be destroyed as promptly
as possible after cancellation but not later than two (2) years
after cancellation. A certificate evidencing the destruction of
the cancelled bonds, notes and coupons shall be provided by the
loan and transfer agent to the seller.

(c) The State Treasurer shall determine and report to
the Department of Finance and Administration and Legislative
Budget Office by September 1 of each year the amount of money
necessary for the payment of the principal of and interest on
outstanding obligations for the following fiscal year and the
times and amounts of the payments. It shall be the duty of the
Governor to include in every executive budget submitted to the
Legislature full information relating to the issuance of bonds and
notes under the provisions of this chapter and the status of the
sinking fund for the payment of the principal of and interest on
the bonds and notes.

(d) Any monies repaid to the state from loans
authorized in Section 57-75-11 (hh) shall be deposited into the
Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority Sinking Fund unless
the State Bond Commission, at the request of the authority, shall
determine that such loan repayments are needed to provide
additional loans as authorized under Section 57-75-11(hh). For
purposes of providing additional loans, there is hereby created
the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority Revolving Loan

Fund and loan repayments shall be deposited into the fund. The
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fund shall be maintained for such period as determined by the
State Bond Commission for the sole purpose of making additional
loans as authorized by Section 57-75-11(hh). Unexpended amounts
remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not lapse
into the State General Fund and any interest earned on amounts in
such fund shall be deposited to the credit of the fund.

(e) Any monies repaid to the state from loans
authorized in Section 57-75-11(ii) shall be deposited into the
Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority Sinking Fund.

(f) Any monies repaid to the state from loans
authorized in Section 57-75-11(jj) shall be deposited into the
Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority Sinking Fund.

(18) (a) Upon receipt of a declaration by the authority
that it has determined that the state is a potential site for a
project, the State Bond Commission is authorized and directed to
authorize the State Treasurer to borrow money from any special
fund in the State Treasury not otherwise appropriated to be
utilized by the authority for the purposes provided for in this
subsection.

(b) The proceeds of the money borrowed under this
subsection may be utilized by the authority for the purpose of
defraying all or a portion of the costs incurred by the authority
with respect to acquisition options and planning, design and

environmental impact studies with respect to a project defined in

Section 57-75-5(f) (xi). The authority may escalate its budget and
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expend the proceeds of the money borrowed under this subsection in
accordance with rules and regulations of the Department of Finance
and Administration in a manner consistent with the escalation of
federal funds.

(c) The authority shall request an appropriation or
additional authority to issue general obligation bonds to repay
the borrowed funds and establish a date for the repayment of the
funds so borrowed.

(d) Borrowings made under the provisions of this
subsection shall not exceed Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($500,000.00) at any one time.

[From and after July 1, 2014, this section shall read as
follows:]

57-75-15. (1) Upon notification to the authority by the
enterprise that the state has been finally selected as the site
for the project, the State Bond Commission shall have the power
and is hereby authorized and directed, upon receipt of a
declaration from the authority as hereinafter provided, to borrow
money and issue general obligation bonds of the state in one or
more series for the purposes herein set out. Upon such
notification, the authority may thereafter from time to time
declare the necessity for the issuance of general obligation bonds
as authorized by this section and forward such declaration to the
State Bond Commission, provided that before such notification, the

authority may enter into agreements with the United States
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government, private companies and others that will commit the
authority to direct the State Bond Commission to issue bonds for
eligible undertakings set out in subsection (4) of this section,
conditioned on the siting of the project in the state.

(2) Upon receipt of any such declaration from the authority,
the State Bond Commission shall verify that the state has been
selected as the site of the project and shall act as the issuing
agent for the series of bonds directed to be issued in such
declaration pursuant to authority granted in this section.

(3) (a) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (i) shall not exceed
an aggregate principal amount in the sum of Sixty-seven Million
Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($67,350,000.00).

(b) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (ii) shall not exceed
Sixty-three Million Dollars ($63,000,000.00). The authority, with
the express direction of the State Bond Commission, is authorized
to expend any remaining proceeds of bonds issued under the
authority of this act prior to January 1, 1998, for the purpose of
financing projects as then defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (ii) or
for any other projects as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (ii), as it
may be amended from time to time. No bonds shall be issued under
this paragraph (b) until the State Bond Commission by resolution
adopts a finding that the issuance of such bonds will improve,

expand or otherwise enhance the military installation, its support
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areas or military operations, or will provide employment
opportunities to replace those lost by closure or reductions in
operations at the military installation or will support critical
studies or investigations authorized by Section 57-75-5(f) (ii).

(c) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iii) shall not
exceed Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00). ©No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after December 31, 1996.

(d) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv) shall not exceed
Three Hundred Fifty-one Million Dollars ($351,000,000.00). An
additional amount of bonds in an amount not to exceed Twelve
Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($12,500,000.00) may be
issued under the authority of this section for the purpose of
defraying costs associated with the construction of surface water
transmission lines for a project defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)
or for any facility related to the project. No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2005.

(e) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (v) and for facilities
related to such projects shall not exceed Thirty-eight Million
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($38,500,000.00). No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after April 1, 2005.

(f) Bonds issued under the authority of this section

for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (vii) shall not exceed
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Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued
under this paragraph after June 30, 2006.

(g) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (viii) shall not exceed
Four Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000.00). No
bonds shall be issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2008.

(h) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (ix) shall not exceed
Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued
under this paragraph after June 30, 2007.

(i) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (x) shall not exceed
Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued
under this paragraph after April 1, 2005.

(3J) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xii) shall not exceed
Thirty-three Million Dollars ($33,000,000.00). The amount of
bonds that may be issued under this paragraph for projects defined
in Section 57-75-5(f) (xii) may be reduced by the amount of any
federal or local funds made available for such projects. No bonds
shall be issued under this paragraph until local governments in or
near the county in which the project is located have irrevocably
committed funds to the project in an amount of not less than Two
Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00) in the

aggregate; however, this irrevocable commitment requirement may be
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waived by the authority upon a finding that due to the unforeseen
circumstances created by Hurricane Katrina, the local governments
are unable to comply with such commitment. No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2008.

(k) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xiii) shall not exceed
Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued
under this paragraph after June 30, 2009.

(1) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xiv) shall not exceed
Twenty-four Million Dollars ($24,000,000.00). No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph until local governments in the county
in which the project is located have irrevocably committed funds
to the project in an amount of not less than Two Million Dollars
($2,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph
after June 30, 2009.

(m) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xv) shall not exceed
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00). ©No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2009.

(n) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xvi) shall not exceed
Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued

under this paragraph after June 30, 2011.
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(0) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xvii) shall not exceed
Three Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,500,000.00). No
bonds shall be issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2010.

(p) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xviii) shall not exceed
Ninety-six Million Dollars ($96,000,000.00). ©No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2016.

(g) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xix) shall not exceed
Fifteen Million Dollars ($15,000,000.00). No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after June 30, 2012.

(r) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xx) shall not exceed
Twenty-three Million Dollars ($23,000,000.00). No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after April 25, 2013.

(s) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxi) shall not exceed
Two Hundred Ninety-three Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars
($293,900,000.00). No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph
after July 1, 2020.

(t) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for Tier One suppliers shall not exceed Thirty Million Dollars
($30,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph
after July 1, 2020.
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(u) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxii) shall not exceed
Forty-eight Million Four Hundred Thousand Dollars
($48,400,000.00). No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph
after July 1, 2020.

(v) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiii) shall not exceed
Eighty-eight Million Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars
($88,250,000.00). No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph
after July 1, 2009.

(w) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiv) shall not exceed
Thirteen Million Dollars ($13,000,000.00). ©No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after July 1, 2020.

(x) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxv) shall not exceed
Twenty-five Million Dollars ($25,000,000.00). No bonds shall be
issued under this paragraph after July 1, 2017.

(y) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvi) shall not exceed
Thirty-five Million One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($35,100,000.00).
No bonds shall be issued under this paragraph after July 1, 2021.

(z) Bonds issued under the authority of this section

for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvii) shall not exceed
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Fifty Million Dollars ($50,000,000.00). No bonds shall be issued
under this paragraph after April 25, 2013.

(aa) Bonds issued under the authority of this section
for projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxviii) shall not
exceed One Hundred Thirty Million Dollars ($130,000,000.00). No
bonds shall be issued under this paragraph after July 1, 2023.

(4) (a) The proceeds from the sale of the bonds issued
under this section may be applied for the following purposes:

(i) Defraying all or any designated portion of the
costs incurred with respect to acquisition, planning, design,
construction, installation, rehabilitation, improvement,
relocation and with respect to state-owned property, operation and
maintenance of the project and any facility related to the project
located within the project area, including costs of design and
engineering, all costs incurred to provide land, easements and
rights-of-way, relocation costs with respect to the project and
with respect to any facility related to the project located within
the project area, and costs associated with mitigation of
environmental impacts and environmental impact studies;

(1i) Defraying the cost of providing for the
recruitment, screening, selection, training or retraining of
employees, candidates for employment or replacement employees of
the project and any related activity;

(iii) Reimbursing the Mississippi Development
Authority for expenses it incurred in regard to projects defined
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in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv) prior to November 6, 2000. The
Mississippi Development Authority shall submit an itemized list of
expenses 1t incurred in regard to such projects to the Chairmen of
the Finance and Appropriations Committees of the Senate and the
Chairmen of the Ways and Means and Appropriations Committees of
the House of Representatives;

(iv) Providing grants to enterprises operating
projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1;

(v) Paying any warranty made by the authority
regarding site work for a project defined in Section
57-75-5(f) (iv) 1;

(vi) Defraying the cost of marketing and promotion
of a project as defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (iv)1l, Section
57-75-5(f) (xxi) or Section 57-75-5(f) (xxii). The authority shall
submit an itemized list of costs incurred for marketing and
promotion of such project to the Chairmen of the Finance and
Appropriations Committees of the Senate and the Chairmen of the

Ways and Means and Appropriations Committees of the House of

Representatives;

(vii) Providing for the payment of interest on the
bonds;

(viii) Providing debt service reserves;

(ix) Paying underwriters' discount, original issue

discount, accountants' fees, engineers' fees, attorneys' fees,
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rating agency fees and other fees and expenses in connection with
the issuance of the bonds;

(x) For purposes authorized in paragraphs (b),
(c), (d), (e) and (f) of this subsection (4);

(xi) Providing grants to enterprises operating
projects defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (v), or, in connection with
a facility related to such a project, for any purposes deemed by
the authority in its sole discretion to be necessary and
appropriate;

(xii) Providing grant funds or loans to a public
agency or an enterprise owning, leasing or operating a project
defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (ii);

(xiii) Providing grant funds or loans to an
enterprise owning, leasing or operating a project defined in
Section 57-75-5(f) (xiv);

(xiv) Providing grants, loans and payments to or
for the benefit of an enterprise owning or operating a project
defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xviii);

(xv) Purchasing equipment for a project defined in
Section 57-75-5(f) (viii) subject to such terms and conditions as
the authority considers necessary and appropriate;

(xvi) Providing grant funds to an enterprise
developing or owning a project defined in Section 57-75-5(f) (xx);

(xvii) Providing grants for projects as authorized

in Section 57-75-11(kk), (11), (mm) and (uu), or, in connection
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with a facility related to such a project, for any purposes deemed
by the authority in its sole discretion to be necessary and
appropriate;

(xviii) Providing grants for projects as
authorized in Section 57-75-11(pp) for any purposes deemed by the
authority in its sole discretion to be necessary and appropriate;

(xix) Providing grants and loans for projects as
authorized in Section 57-75-11(qq) ;

(xx) Providing grants for projects as authorized

in Section 57-75-11(rr);

(xxi) Providing grants, loans and payments as
authorized in Section 57-75-11(ss); and
(xx11i) Providing loans as authorized in Section

57-75-11(tt) .

Such bonds shall be issued from time to time and in such
principal amounts as shall be designated by the authority, not to
exceed in aggregate principal amounts the amount authorized in
subsection (3) of this section. Proceeds from the sale of the
bonds issued under this section may be invested, subject to
federal limitations, pending their use, in such securities as may
be specified in the resolution authorizing the issuance of the
bonds or the trust indenture securing them, and the earning on
such investment applied as provided in such resolution or trust

indenture.
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(b) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued after June 21,
2002, under this section for projects described in Section
57-75-5(f) (iv) may be used to reimburse reasonable actual and
necessary costs incurred by the Mississippi Development Authority
in providing assistance related to a project for which funding is
provided from the use of proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi
Development Authority shall maintain an accounting of actual costs
incurred for each project for which reimbursements are sought.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (b) (i) shall not exceed Three
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) in the aggregate.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (b) (i) shall satisfy any
applicable federal tax law requirements.

(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued after June 21,

2002, under this section for projects described in Section
57-75-5(f) (iv) may be used to reimburse reasonable actual and
necessary costs incurred by the Department of Audit in providing
services related to a project for which funding is provided from
the use of proceeds of such bonds. The Department of Audit shall
maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each project
for which reimbursements are sought. The Department of Audit may
escalate its budget and expend such funds in accordance with rules
and regulations of the Department of Finance and Administration in
a manner consistent with the escalation of federal funds.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (b) (ii) shall not exceed One
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) in the aggregate.
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Reimbursements under this paragraph (b) (ii) shall satisfy any
applicable federal tax law requirements.

(c) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (ix) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided for the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (ix) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars

($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this

H. B. No. 1318 OO 0O OO0 ~ OFFICIAL ~
14/HR40/R1370PH
PAGE 79 (RKM\BD)



1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976

1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

paragraph shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(d) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (x) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided for the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (x) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars

($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
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paragraph shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(e) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (e) (1) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(ii) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the
Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (e) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars

($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
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paragraph (e) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(f) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xiii),
(f) (xiv), (f) (xv), (f) (xvi), (f) (xvii), (f) (xviii) and (f) (xx) may
be used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs
incurred by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing
assistance related to a project for which funding is provided from
the use of proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development
Authority shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred
for each project for which reimbursements are sought.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (f) (i) shall not exceed
Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) for each project.

(1i1i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this

section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xiii),
(f) (xiv), (f) (xv), (f)(xvi), (f) (xvii), (f) (xviii) and (f) (xx) may
be used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs
incurred by the Department of Audit in providing services related
to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an
accounting of actual costs incurred for each project for which
reimbursements are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate
its budget and expend such funds in accordance with rules and
regulations of the Department of Finance and Administration in a

manner consistent with the escalation of federal funds.
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Reimbursements under this paragraph (f) (ii) shall not exceed
Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) for each project.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (f) (ii) shall satisfy any
applicable federal tax law requirements.

(9) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxi) or
projects for a Tier One supplier may be used to reimburse
reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred by the Mississippi
Development Authority in providing assistance related to a project
for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of such
bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority shall maintain an
accounting of actual costs incurred for each project for which
reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under this paragraph
(g) (1) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00)
in the aggregate.

(1i1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxi) or
projects for a Tier One supplier may be used to reimburse
reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred by the Department
of Audit in providing services related to a project for which
funding is provided from the use of proceeds of such bonds. The
Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting of actual costs
incurred for each project for which reimbursements are sought.
The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and expend such

funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the Department
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of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent with the
escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this paragraph
(g) (11) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00)
in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this paragraph (g) (ii)
shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law requirements.

(h) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (h) (i) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(1i1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the

Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
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with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (h) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (h) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(1) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (i) (i) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(1i1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the

Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
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2134
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2136

2137

2138

2139

with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (i) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (i) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(3) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiv) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (j) (1) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(1i1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxiv) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the

Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
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2161

2162

2163

2164

with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (J) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (J) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(k) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxv) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (k) (i) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(1i1i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxv) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the

Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
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2168

2169

2170

2171

2172

2173

2174

2175

2176

2177
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2179
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2182
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2184

2185

2186

2187

2188

2189

with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (k) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (k) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(1) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvi) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (1) (i) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(1i1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvi) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the

Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
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2209

2210

2211

2212

2213

2214

with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (1) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (1) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(m) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing assistance
related to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development Authority
shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred for each
project for which reimbursements are sought. Reimbursements under
this paragraph (m) (i) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(1i1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxvii) may be
used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred
by the Department of Audit in providing services related to a
project for which funding is provided from the use of proceeds of
such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an accounting
of actual costs incurred for each project for which reimbursements
are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate its budget and
expend such funds in accordance with rules and regulations of the

Department of Finance and Administration in a manner consistent
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2234

2235

2236

2237

2238

2239

with the escalation of federal funds. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (m) (ii) shall not exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) in the aggregate. Reimbursements under this
paragraph (m) (ii) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law
requirements.

(n) (i) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxviii) may
be used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs
incurred by the Mississippi Development Authority in providing
assistance related to a project for which funding is provided from
the use of proceeds of such bonds. The Mississippi Development
Authority shall maintain an accounting of actual costs incurred
for each project for which reimbursements are sought.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (n) (i) shall not exceed
Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.

(1i1) The proceeds of bonds issued under this
section for projects described in Section 57-75-5(f) (xxviii) may
be used to reimburse reasonable actual and necessary costs
incurred by the Department of Audit in providing services related
to a project for which funding is provided from the use of
proceeds of such bonds. The Department of Audit shall maintain an
accounting of actual costs incurred for each project for which
reimbursements are sought. The Department of Audit may escalate
its budget and expend such funds in accordance with rules and

regulations of the Department of Finance and Administration in a
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2262

2263
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manner consistent with the escalation of federal funds.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (n) (ii) shall not exceed
Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) in the aggregate.
Reimbursements under this paragraph (n) (ii) shall satisfy any
applicable federal tax law requirements.

(5) The principal of and the interest on the bonds shall be
payable in the manner hereinafter set forth. The bonds shall bear
date or dates; be in such denomination or denominations; bear
interest at such rate or rates; be payable at such place or places
within or without the state; mature absolutely at such time or
times; be redeemable before maturity at such time or times and
upon such terms, with or without premium; bear such registration
privileges; and be substantially in such form; all as shall be
determined by resolution of the State Bond Commission except that
such bonds shall mature or otherwise be retired in annual
installments beginning not more than five (5) years from the date
thereof and extending not more than twenty-five (25) years from
the date thereof. The bonds shall be signed by the Chairman of
the State Bond Commission, or by his facsimile signature, and the
official seal of the State Bond Commission shall be imprinted on
or affixed thereto, attested by the manual or facsimile signature
of the Secretary of the State Bond Commission. Whenever any such
bonds have been signed by the officials herein designated to sign
the bonds, who were in office at the time of such signing but who

may have ceased to be such officers before the sale and delivery
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of such bonds, or who may not have been in office on the date such
bonds may bear, the signatures of such officers upon such bonds
shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all purposes and
have the same effect as if the person so officially signing such
bonds had remained in office until the delivery of the same to the
purchaser, or had been in office on the date such bonds may bear.

(6) All bonds issued under the provisions of this section
shall be and are hereby declared to have all the qualities and
incidents of negotiable instruments under the provisions of the
Uniform Commercial Code and in exercising the powers granted by
this chapter, the State Bond Commission shall not be required to
and need not comply with the provisions of the Uniform Commercial
Code.

(7) The State Bond Commission shall act as issuing agent for
the bonds, prescribe the form of the bonds, advertise for and
accept bids, issue and sell the bonds on sealed bids at public
sale, pay all fees and costs incurred in such issuance and sale,
and do any and all other things necessary and advisable in
connection with the issuance and sale of the bonds. The State
Bond Commission may sell such bonds on sealed bids at public sale
for such price as it may determine to be for the best interest of
the State of Mississippi, but no such sale shall be made at a
price less than par plus accrued interest to date of delivery of
the bonds to the purchaser. The bonds shall bear interest at such

rate or rates not exceeding the limits set forth in Section
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75-17-101 as shall be fixed by the State Bond Commission. All
interest accruing on such bonds so issued shall be payable
semiannually or annually; provided that the first interest payment
may be for any period of not more than one (1) year.

Notice of the sale of any bonds shall be published at least
one time, the first of which shall be made not less than ten (10)
days prior to the date of sale, and shall be so published in one
or more newspapers having a general circulation in the City of
Jackson selected by the State Bond Commission.

The State Bond Commission, when issuing any bonds under the
authority of this section, may provide that the bonds, at the
option of the state, may be called in for payment and redemption
at the call price named therein and accrued interest on such date
or dates named therein.

(8) State bonds issued under the provisions of this section
shall be the general obligations of the state and backed by the
full faith and credit of the state. The Legislature shall
appropriate annually an amount sufficient to pay the principal of
and the interest on such bonds as they become due. All bonds
shall contain recitals on their faces substantially covering the
foregoing provisions of this section.

(9) The State Treasurer is authorized to certify to the
Department of Finance and Administration the necessity for
warrants, and the Department of Finance and Administration is

authorized and directed to issue such warrants payable out of any
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2334
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2336

2337

2338

2339

funds appropriated by the Legislature under this section for such
purpose, in such amounts as may be necessary to pay when due the
principal of and interest on all bonds issued under the provisions
of this section. The State Treasurer shall forward the necessary
amount to the designated place or places of payment of such bonds
in ample time to discharge such bonds, or the interest thereon, on
the due dates thereof.

(10) The bonds may be issued without any other proceedings
or the happening of any other conditions or things other than
those proceedings, conditions and things which are specified or
required by this chapter. Any resolution providing for the
issuance of general obligation bonds under the provisions of this
section shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by
the State Bond Commission, and any such resolution may be adopted
at any regular or special meeting of the State Bond Commission by
a majority of its members.

(11) In anticipation of the issuance of bonds hereunder, the
State Bond Commission is authorized to negotiate and enter into
any purchase, loan, credit or other agreement with any bank, trust
company or other lending institution or to issue and sell interim
notes for the purpose of making any payments authorized under this
section. All borrowings made under this provision shall be
evidenced by notes of the state which shall be issued from time to
time, for such amounts not exceeding the amount of bonds

authorized herein, in such form and in such denomination and
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subject to such terms and conditions of sale and issuance,
prepayment or redemption and maturity, rate or rates of interest
not to exceed the maximum rate authorized herein for bonds, and
time of payment of interest as the State Bond Commission shall
agree to in such agreement. Such notes shall constitute general
obligations of the state and shall be backed by the full faith and
credit of the state. Such notes may also be issued for the
purpose of refunding previously issued notes. No note shall
mature more than three (3) years following the date of its
issuance. The State Bond Commission is authorized to provide for
the compensation of any purchaser of the notes by payment of a
fixed fee or commission and for all other costs and expenses of
issuance and service, including paying agent costs. Such costs
and expenses may be paid from the proceeds of the notes.

(12) The bonds and interim notes authorized under the
authority of this section may be validated in the Chancery Court
of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, in
the manner and with the force and effect provided now or hereafter
by Chapter 13, Title 31, Mississippi Code of 1972, for the
validation of county, municipal, school district and other bonds.
The necessary papers for such validation proceedings shall be
transmitted to the State Bond Attorney, and the required notice
shall be published in a newspaper published in the City of

Jackson, Mississippi.
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(13) Any bonds or interim notes issued under the provisions
of this chapter, a transaction relating to the sale or securing of
such bonds or interim notes, their transfer and the income
therefrom shall at all times be free from taxation by the state or
any local unit or political subdivision or other instrumentality
of the state, excepting inheritance and gift taxes.

(14) All bonds issued under this chapter shall be legal
investments for trustees, other fiduciaries, savings banks, trust
companies and insurance companies organized under the laws of the
State of Mississippi; and such bonds shall be legal securities
which may be deposited with and shall be received by all public
officers and bodies of the state and all municipalities and other
political subdivisions thereof for the purpose of securing the
deposit of public funds.

(15) The Attorney General of the State of Mississippi shall
represent the State Bond Commission in issuing, selling and
validating bonds herein provided for, and the Bond Commission is
hereby authorized and empowered to expend from the proceeds
derived from the sale of the bonds authorized hereunder all
necessary administrative, legal and other expenses incidental and
related to the issuance of bonds authorized under this chapter.

(16) There is hereby created a special fund in the State
Treasury to be known as the Mississippi Major Economic Impact
Authority Fund wherein shall be deposited the proceeds of the

bonds issued under this chapter and all monies received by the
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authority to carry out the purposes of this chapter. Expenditures
authorized herein shall be paid by the State Treasurer upon
warrants drawn from the fund, and the Department of Finance and
Administration shall issue warrants upon requisitions signed by
the director of the authority.

(17) (a) There is hereby created the Mississippi Economic
Impact Authority Sinking Fund from which the principal of and
interest on such bonds shall be paid by appropriation. All monies
paid into the sinking fund not appropriated to pay accruing bonds
and interest shall be invested by the State Treasurer in such
securities as are provided by law for the investment of the
sinking funds of the state.

(b) In the event that all or any part of the bonds and
notes are purchased, they shall be cancelled and returned to the
loan and transfer agent as cancelled and paid bonds and notes and
thereafter all payments of interest thereon shall cease and the
cancelled bonds, notes and coupons, together with any other
cancelled bonds, notes and coupons, shall be destroyed as promptly
as possible after cancellation but not later than two (2) years
after cancellation. A certificate evidencing the destruction of
the cancelled bonds, notes and coupons shall be provided by the
loan and transfer agent to the seller.

(c) The State Treasurer shall determine and report to
the Department of Finance and Administration and Legislative

Budget Office by September 1 of each year the amount of money
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2434

2435

2436

necessary for the payment of the principal of and interest on
outstanding obligations for the following fiscal year and the
times and amounts of the payments. It shall be the duty of the
Governor to include in every executive budget submitted to the
Legislature full information relating to the issuance of bonds and
notes under the provisions of this chapter and the status of the
sinking fund for the payment of the principal of and interest on
the bonds and notes.

(d) Any monies repaid to the state from loans
authorized in Section 57-75-11(hh) shall be deposited into the
Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority Sinking Fund unless
the State Bond Commission, at the request of the authority, shall
determine that such loan repayments are needed to provide
additional loans as authorized under Section 57-75-11(hh). For
purposes of providing additional loans, there is hereby created
the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority Revolving Loan
Fund and loan repayments shall be deposited into the fund. The
fund shall be maintained for such period as determined by the
State Bond Commission for the sole purpose of making additional
loans as authorized by Section 57-75-11(hh). Unexpended amounts
remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not lapse
into the State General Fund and any interest earned on amounts in

such fund shall be deposited to the credit of the fund.
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2437 (e) Any monies repaid to the state from loans

2438 authorized in Section 57-75-11(ii) shall be deposited into the
2439 Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority Sinking Fund.

2440 (f) Any monies repaid to the state from loans

2441 authorized in Section 57-75-11(jj) shall be deposited into the
2442 Mississippi Major Economic Impact Authority Sinking Fund.

2443 (18) (a) Upon receipt of a declaration by the authority
2444 that it has determined that the state is a potential site for a
2445 project, the State Bond Commission is authorized and directed to
2446 authorize the State Treasurer to borrow money from any special
2447 fund in the State Treasury not otherwise appropriated to be

2448 utilized by the authority for the purposes provided for in this
2449  subsection.

2450 (b) The proceeds of the money borrowed under this

2451 subsection may be utilized by the authority for the purpose of
2452 defraying all or a portion of the costs incurred by the authority
2453 with respect to acquisition options and planning, design and

2454 environmental impact studies with respect to a project defined in
2455 Section 57-75-5(f) (xi). The authority may escalate its budget and
2456  expend the proceeds of the money borrowed under this subsection in
2457 accordance with rules and regulations of the Department of Finance
2458 and Administration in a manner consistent with the escalation of
2459 federal funds.

2460 (c) The authority shall request an appropriation or

2461 additional authority to issue general obligation bonds to repay
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the borrowed funds and establish a date for the repayment of the
funds so borrowed.

(d) Borrowings made under the provisions of this
subsection shall not exceed Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($500,000.00) at any one time.

SECTION 5. Section 57-85-5, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

57-85-5. (1) For the purposes of this section, the
following words and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed in
this section unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

(a) "MDA" means the Mississippi Development Authority.

(b) "Project" means construction, rehabilitation or
repair of buildings; sewer systems and transportation directly
affecting the site of the proposed rural business; sewer
facilities, acquisition of real property, development of real
property, improvements to real property, and any other project
approved by the Mississippi Development Authority.

(c) "Rural business" means a new or existing business
located or to be located in a rural community or a business or
industry located or to be located within five (5) miles of a rural
community. "Rural business" does not include gaming businesses or
utility businesses.

(d)  "Rural community" means a county in the State of
Mississippi that meets the population criteria for the term

"limited population county" as provided in Section 57-1-18.
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"Rural community" also means a municipality in the State of
Mississippi that meets the population criteria for the term "small
municipality" as provided in Section 57-1-18.

(2) (a) There is created in the State Treasury a special
fund to be designated as the "Mississippi Rural Impact Fund,"
which shall consist of funds appropriated or otherwise made
available by the Legislature in any manner and funds from any
other source designated for deposit into such fund. Unexpended
amounts remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall
not lapse into the State General Fund, and any investment earnings
or interest earned on amounts in the fund shall be deposited to
the credit of the fund. Monies in the fund shall be used to make
grants and loans to rural communities and loan guaranties on
behalf of rural businesses to assist in completing projects under
this section.

(b) Monies in the fund which are derived from proceeds
of bonds issued after April 15, 2003, may be used to reimburse
reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred by the MDA in
providing assistance related to a project for which funding is
provided under this section from the use of proceeds of such
bonds. An accounting of actual costs incurred for which
reimbursement is sought shall be maintained for each project by
the MDA. Reimbursement of reasonable actual and necessary costs
for a project shall not exceed three percent (3%) of the proceeds

of bonds issued for such project. Monies authorized for a
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particular project may not be used to reimburse administrative
costs for unrelated projects. Reimbursements under this paragraph
(b) shall satisfy any applicable federal tax law requirements.

(c) The MDA may use monies in the fund to pay for the
services of architects, engineers, attorneys and such other
advisors, consultants and agents that the MDA determines are
necessary to review loan and grant applications and to implement

and administer the program established under this section.

(d) The State Auditor may conduct performance and

compliance audits under this chapter according to Section

7-7-211 (o) and may bill the oversight agency.

(3) The MDA shall establish a program to make grants and
loans to rural communities and loan guaranties on behalf of rural
businesses from the Mississippi Rural Impact Fund. A rural
community may apply to the MDA for a grant or loan under this
section in the manner provided for in this section. A rural
business may apply to the MDA for a loan guaranty under this
section in the manner provided in this section.

(4) A rural community desiring assistance under this section
must submit an application to the MDA. The application must
include a description of the project for which assistance is
requested, the cost of the project for which assistance is
requested and any other information required by the MDA. A rural
business desiring assistance under this section must submit an

application to the MDA. The application must include a
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description of the purpose for which assistance is requested and
any other information required by the MDA. The MDA may waive any
requirements of the program established under this section in
order to expedite funding for unique projects.

(5) The MDA shall have all powers necessary to implement and
administer the program established under this section, and the MDA
shall promulgate rules and regulations, in accordance with the
Mississippi Administrative Procedures Law, necessary for the
implementation of this section.

SECTION 6. Section 57-89-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

57-89-7. (1) (a) A motion picture production company that
expends at least Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) in base
investment or payroll, or both, in the state shall be entitled to
a rebate of a portion of the base investment made by the motion
picture production company. Subject to the provisions of this
section, the amount of the rebate shall be equal to twenty-five
percent (25%) of the base investment made by the motion picture
production company.

(b) In addition to the rebates authorized under
paragraphs (a), (c) and (d) of this subsection, a motion picture
production company may receive a rebate equal to twenty-five
percent (25%) of payroll paid for any employee who is not a
resident and whose wages are subject to the Mississippi Income Tax

Withholding Law of 1968. However, if the payroll paid for an
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employee exceeds Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00), then the
rebate is authorized only for the first Five Million Dollars
($5,000,000.00) of such payroll.

(c) In addition to the rebates authorized under
paragraphs (a), (b) and (d) of this subsection, a motion picture
production company may receive a rebate equal to thirty percent
(30%) of payroll paid for any employee who i1s a resident and whose
wages are subject to the Mississippi Income Tax Withholding Law of
1968. However, if the payroll paid for an employee exceeds Five
Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00), then the rebate is authorized
only for the first Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00) of such
payroll.

(d) In addition to the rebates authorized in paragraphs
(a), (b) and (c) of this subsection, a motion picture production
company may receive an additional rebate equal to five percent
(5%) of the payroll paid for any employee who is an honorably
discharged veteran of the United States Armed Forces and whose
wages are subject to the Mississippi Income Tax Withholding Law of
1968.

(e) If a motion picture has physical production
activities and/or post-production activities both inside and
outside the state, then the motion picture production company
shall be required to provide an itemized accounting for each

employee regarding such activities inside and outside the state
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for the purposes of proration of eligible payroll based on the
percentage of activities performed in the state.

(f) The total amount of rebates authorized for a motion
picture project shall not exceed Ten Million Dollars
($10,000,000.00) in the aggregate.

(g) The total amount of rebates authorized in any
fiscal year shall not exceed Twenty Million Dollars
($20,000,000.00) in the aggregate.

(2) A motion picture production company desiring a rebate
under this section must submit a rebate request to the Department
of Revenue upon completion of the project. The request must
include a detailed accounting of the base investment made by the
motion picture production company and any other information
required by the Department of Revenue. Rebates made by the
Department of Revenue under this section shall be made from
current income tax collections. The Department of Revenue shall
not approve any application for a rebate under subsection (1) (b)
of this section after July 1, 2016.

(3) The Department of Revenue shall have all powers
necessary to implement and administer the provisions of this
section, and the Department of Revenue shall promulgate rules and
regulations, in accordance with the Mississippi Administrative

Procedures Law, necessary for the implementation of this section.
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(4) The State Auditor mav conduct performance and compliance

audits under this chapter according to Section 7-7-211 (o) and may

bill the oversight agency.

SECTION 7. Section 57-93-1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:
57-93-1. (1) As used in this section:

(a) "Existing industry" means a manufacturing
enterprise that has been operating in this state for not less than
two (2) consecutive years that meets minimum criteria established
by the Mississippi Development Authority.

(b) "Long-term fixed assets" means assets that:

(i) Through new technology will improve an
enterprise's productivity and competitiveness; and

(1i1) Meet criteria established by the Mississippi
Development Authority.

(c) "MDA" means the Mississippi Development Authority.

(2) (a) There is established the Mississippi Existing
Industry Productivity Loan Program to be administered by the MDA
for the purpose of providing loans to:

(1) Existing industries to deploy long-term fixed
assets that through new technology will improve productivity and
competitiveness;

(ii) Existing industries for the purchase or

refinancing of land, buildings or equipment; and
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(iii) Counties or incorporated municipalities to
assist existing industries in deploying long-term fixed assets
that through new technology will improve productivity and
competitiveness and to assist existing industries through the
purchase of land, buildings and equipment.

(b) (1) An existing industry that accepts a loan under
this program shall not reduce employment by more than twenty
percent (20%) through the use of the long-term fixed assets for
which the loan is granted.

(ii) An existing industry that accepts assistance
from a county or incorporated municipality through a loan made
under this program shall not reduce employment by more than twenty
percent (20%) through the use of the long-term fixed assets for
which the assistance is granted.

(c) An existing industry desiring a loan under this
section must submit an application to the MDA. The application
shall include:

(1) A description of the purpose for which the
loan is requested;

(11) The amount of the loan requested;

(i1ii) The estimated total cost of the project;

(iv) A two-year business plan for the project;

(v) Financial statements or tax returns for the
existing industry for the two (2) years immediately prior to the
application;
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(vi) Credit reports on all persons or entities
with a twenty percent (20%) or greater interest in the enterprise;
and

(vii) Any other information required by the MDA.

(d) A county or incorporated municipality desiring a
loan under this section must submit an application to the MDA.
The application shall include:

(i) A description of the purpose for which the
loan is requested;

(ii) The amount of the loan requested;

(iii) The estimated total cost of the project;

(iv) A statement showing the sources of funding
for the project;

(v) A two-year business plan for the project;

(vi) Financial statements or tax returns for the
existing industry for the two (2) years immediately prior to the
application;

(vii) Credit reports on all persons or entities
with a twenty percent (20%) or greater interest in the existing
industry;

(viii) Any commitment by the existing industry to
pay rental on, or to make loan repayments related to, the
assistance; and

(ix) Any other information required by the MDA.
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(e) The MDA shall require that binding commitments be
entered into requiring that:

(1) The minimum requirements of this section and
such other requirements as the MDA considers proper shall be met;
and

(11) If such requirements are not met, all or a
portion of the funds provided by this section as determined by the
MDA shall be repaid.

(f) The rate of interest on loans under this section
shall be set by the MDA.

(g) The MDA shall have all powers necessary to
implement and administer the program established under this
section, and the MDA shall promulgate rules and regulations, in
accordance with the Mississippi Administrative Procedures Law,
necessary for the implementation of this section. However, in
making loans under this section, the MDA shall attempt to provide
for an equitable distribution of such loans among each of the
congressional districts of this state in order to promote economic
development across the entire state.

(3) (a) There is created in the State Treasury a special
fund to be designated as the "Mississippi Existing Industry
Productivity Loan Fund," which shall consist of funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by the Legislature in any manner and
funds from any other source designated for deposit into such fund.

Unexpended amounts remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal
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year shall not lapse into the State General Fund, and any
investment earnings or interest earned on amounts in the fund
shall be deposited to the credit of the fund. Monies in the fund
shall be used by the MDA for the purposes described in this
section.

(b) Monies in the fund which are derived from the
proceeds of general obligation bonds may be used to reimburse
reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred by the MDA in
providing loans under this section through the use of general
obligation bonds. An accounting of actual costs incurred for
which reimbursement is sought shall be maintained for each loan by
the MDA. Reimbursement of reasonable actual and necessary costs
shall not exceed three percent (3%) of the proceeds of bonds that
are deposited into the fund. Monies authorized for a particular
loan may not be used to reimburse administrative costs for
unrelated loans. Reimbursements made under this subsection shall
satisfy any applicable federal tax law requirements.

(c) (1) There is hereby created the Mississippi
Existing Industry Productivity Loan Program Bond Sinking Fund from
which the principal and interest on bonds whose proceeds are
deposited into the Mississippi Existing Industry Productivity Loan
Fund and utilized to provide loans authorized under this section,
shall be repaid. Unexpended amounts remaining in the bond sinking
fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not lapse into the State

General Fund, and any interest earned or investment earnings on
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amounts in the bond sinking fund shall be deposited into the bond
sinking fund. At any time when the funds required to pay the
principal and interest on bonds whose proceeds are deposited into
the Mississippi Existing Industry Productivity Loan Fund and are
utilized to provide loans under this section are more than the
amount available in the bond sinking fund, the Legislature shall
appropriate the balance of the funds necessary to pay the
principal and interest on such bonds.

(ii) Money repaid on loans authorized under this
section that are derived from the proceeds of bonds deposited into
the Mississippi Existing Industry Productivity Loan Fund shall be
deposited into the Mississippi Existing Industry Productivity Loan
Program Bond Sinking Fund.

(4) (a) A county that receives a loan under this section
shall pledge for repayment of the loan any part of the homestead
exemption annual tax loss reimbursement to which it may be
entitled under Section 27-33-77. An incorporated municipality
that receives a loan under this section shall pledge for repayment
of the loan any part of the sales tax revenue distribution to
which it may be entitled under Section 27-65-75. Each loan
agreement shall provide for monthly payments, semiannual payments
or other periodic payments, the annual total of which shall not

exceed the annual total for any other year of the loan by more

than fifteen percent (15%). The loan agreement shall provide for
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the repayment of all funds received within not more than twenty
(20) years from the date of project completion.

(b) The State Auditor, upon request of the MDA, shall
audit the receipts and expenditures of a county or an incorporated
municipality whose loan payments appear to be in arrears, and if
he finds that the county or municipality is in arrears in such
payments, he shall immediately notify the Executive Director of
the Department of Finance and Administration who shall withhold
all future payments to the county of homestead exemption
reimbursements under Section 27-33-77 and all sums allocated to
the county or the municipality under Section 27-65-75 until such
time as the county or the municipality is again current in its

loan payments as certified by the MDA. 1In addition, the State

Auditor may conduct performance and compliance audits under this

chapter according to Section 7-7-211 (o) and may bill the oversight

agency.

(c) Evidences of indebtedness which are issued pursuant
to this chapter shall not be deemed indebtedness within the
meaning specified in Section 21-33-303 with regard to cities or
incorporated towns, and in Section 19-9-5 with regard to counties.

SECTION 8. Section 57-95-1, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:
57-95-1. (1) As used in this section:
(a) "At-risk industry" means any enterprise that has

been operating in this state for not less than three (3)
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consecutive years that has lost jobs or is at risk to lose jobs
because such jobs have been outsourced.

(b) "MDA" means the Mississippi Development Authority.

(c) "Outsource" means to send out work or jobs of a
certain provider or manufacturer of the State of Mississippi to an
overseas provider or manufacturer or a provider or manufacturer
located outside the boundaries of the United States or any
territory of the United States.

(2) (a) There is established the Mississippi Job Protection
Act to be administered by the MDA for the purpose of providing
grants and loans to:
(i) At-risk industries to be used for job
retention and to improve productivity and competitiveness; and
(i1) Counties and incorporated municipalities to
provide assistance to at-risk industries to be used for job
retention and to improve productivity and competitiveness.

(b) (1) An at-risk industry that accepts a grant or
loan under this program shall not reduce employment by more than
twenty percent (20%).

(i1) An at-risk industry that accepts assistance
from a county or incorporated municipality through a loan or grant
made under this section shall not reduce employment by more than

twenty percent (20%).
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(c) An at-risk industry desiring a grant or loan under
this section must submit an application to the MDA. The
application shall include:

(i) A description of the purpose for which the
grant or loan 1s requested;

(ii) The amount of the grant or loan requested;

(iii) The estimated total cost of the project;

(iv) A two-year business plan for the project;

(v) Financial statements or tax returns for the
at-risk industry for the two (2) years immediately prior to the
application;

(vi) Credit reports on all persons or entities
with a twenty percent (20%) or greater interest in the at-risk
industry; and

(vii) Any other information required by the MDA.

(d) A county or incorporated municipality desiring a
grant or loan under this section must submit an application to the
MDA. The application shall include:

(1) A description of the purpose for which the
loan is requested;

(i1i) The amount of the grant or loan requested;

(i1ii) The estimated total cost of the project;

(iv) A statement showing the sources of funding
for the project;

(v) A two-year business plan for the project;
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2829 (vi) Financial statements or tax returns for the
2830 at-risk industry for the two (2) years immediately prior to the
2831 application;

2832 (vii) Credit reports on all persons or entities
2833 with a twenty percent (20%) or greater interest in the at-risk
2834 industry;

2835 (viii) Any commitment by the at-risk industry to
2836 pay rental on, or to make loan repayments related to, the

2837 assistance; and

2838 (ix) Any other information required by the MDA.
2839 (e) The MDA shall require that binding commitments be
2840 entered into requiring that:

2841 (i) The minimum requirements of this section and
2842 such other requirements as the MDA considers proper shall be met;
2843 and

2844 (11) If such requirements are not met, all or a
2845 portion of the funds provided by this section as determined by the
2846 MDA shall be repaid.

2847 (f) The amount of a grant or loan under this section
2848 shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the total cost of the
2849 project.

2850 (g) The MDA shall have all powers necessary to

2851 implement and administer the program established under this

2852 section, and the MDA shall promulgate rules and regulations, in
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accordance with the Mississippi Administrative Procedures Law,
necessary for the implementation of this section.

(3) Grants under this section shall not exceed Two Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00).

(4) (a) There is created in the State Treasury a special
fund to be designated as the "Mississippi Job Protection Act
Fund, " which shall consist of funds appropriated or otherwise made
available by the Legislature in any manner and funds from any
other source designated for deposit into such fund. Unexpended
amounts remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall
not lapse into the State General Fund, and any investment earnings
or interest earned on amounts in the fund shall be deposited to
the credit of the fund. Monies in the fund shall be used by the
MDA for the purposes described in this section.

(b) Monies in the fund which are derived from the
proceeds of general obligation bonds may be used to reimburse
reasonable actual and necessary costs incurred by the MDA in
providing grants or loans under this section through the use of
general obligation bonds. An accounting of actual costs incurred
for which reimbursement is sought shall be maintained for each
grant or loan by the MDA. Reimbursement of reasonable actual and
necessary costs shall not exceed three percent (3%) of the
proceeds of bonds issued under Sections 40 through 55 of Chapter
1, Laws of Third Extraordinary Session of 2005. Monies authorized

for a particular grant or loan may not be used to reimburse
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administrative costs for unrelated grants or loans.
Reimbursements made under this subsection shall satisfy any
applicable federal tax law requirements.

(c) (i) There is hereby created the Mississippi Job
Protection Act Bond Sinking Fund from which the principal and
interest on bonds whose proceeds are deposited into the
Mississippi Job Protection Act Fund and utilized to provide loans
authorized under this section, shall be repaid. Unexpended
amounts remaining in the bond sinking fund at the end of a fiscal
year shall not lapse into the State General Fund, and any interest
earned or investment earnings on amounts in the bond sinking fund
shall be deposited into the bond sinking fund. At any time when
the funds required to pay the principal and interest on bonds
whose proceeds are deposited into the Mississippi Job Protection
Act Fund and are utilized to provide loans under this section are
more than the amount available in the bond sinking fund, the
Legislature shall appropriate the balance of the funds necessary
to pay the principal and interest on such bonds.

(1i) Money repaid on loans authorized under this
section that are derived from the proceeds of bonds deposited into
the Mississippi Job Protection Act Fund shall be deposited into
the Mississippi Job Protection Act Bond Sinking Fund.

(5) (a) A county that receives a loan under this section
shall pledge for repayment of the loan any part of the homestead

exemption annual tax loss reimbursement to which it may be
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entitled under Section 27-33-77. An incorporated municipality
that receives a loan under this section shall pledge for repayment
of the loan any part of the sales tax revenue distribution to
which it may be entitled under Section 27-65-75. Each loan
agreement shall provide for monthly payments, semiannual payments
or other periodic payments, the annual total of which shall not
exceed the annual total for any other year of the loan by more
than fifteen percent (15%). The loan agreement shall provide for
the repayment of all funds received within not more than twenty
(20) years from the date of project completion.

(b) The State Auditor, upon request of the MDA, shall
audit the receipts and expenditures of a county or an incorporated
municipality whose loan payments appear to be in arrears, and if
he finds that the county or municipality is in arrears in such
payments, he shall immediately notify the Executive Director of
the Department of Finance and Administration who shall withhold
all future payments to the county of homestead exemption
reimbursements under Section 27-33-77 and all sums allocated to
the county or the municipality under Section 27-65-75 until such

time as the county or the municipality is again current in its

loan payments as certified by the MDA. The State Auditor may

conduct performance and compliance audits under this chapter

according to Section 7-7-211 (o) and may bill the oversight agency.

(c) Evidences of indebtedness which are issued pursuant

to this section shall not be deemed indebtedness within the
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meaning specified in Section 21-33-303 with regard to cities or
incorporated towns, and in Section 19-9-5 with regard to counties.

SECTION 9. Section 69-2-13, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

69-2-13. (1) There is hereby established in the State
Treasury a fund to be known as the "Emerging Crops Fund," which
shall be used to pay the interest on loans made to farmers for
nonland capital costs of establishing production of emerging crops
on land in Mississippi, and to make loans and grants which are
authorized under this section to be made from the fund. The fund
shall be administered by the Mississippi Development Authority. A
board comprised of the directors of the authority, the Mississippi
Cooperative Extension Service, the Mississippi Small Farm
Development Center and the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry
Experiment Station, or their designees, shall develop definitions,
guidelines and procedures for the implementation of this chapter.
Funds for the Emerging Crops Fund shall be provided from the
issuance of bonds or notes under Sections 69-2-19 through 69-2-37
and from repayment of interest loans made from the fund.

(2) (a) The Mississippi Development Authority shall develop
a program which gives fair consideration to making loans for the
processing and manufacturing of goods and services by
agribusiness, greenhouse production horticulture, and small
business concerns. It is the policy of the State of Mississippi

that the Mississippi Development Authority shall give due
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recognition to and shall aid, counsel, assist and protect, insofar
as is possible, the interests of agribusiness, greenhouse
production horticulture, and small business concerns. To ensure
that the purposes of this subsection are carried out, the
Mississippi Development Authority shall loan not more than One
Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) to finance any single
agribusiness, greenhouse production horticulture, or small
business concern. Loans made pursuant to this subsection shall be
made in accordance with the criteria established in Section
57-71-11.

(b) The Mississippi Development Authority may, out of
the total amount of bonds authorized to be issued under this
chapter, make available funds to any planning and development
district in accordance with the criteria established in Section
57-71-11. Planning and development districts which receive monies
pursuant to this provision shall use such monies to make loans to
private companies for purposes consistent with this subsection.

(c) The Mississippi Development Authority is hereby
authorized to engage legal services, financial advisors,
appraisers and consultants if needed to review and close loans
made hereunder and to establish and assess reasonable fees
including, but not limited to, ligquidation expenses.

(d) The State Auditor may conduct performance and

compliance audits under this chapter according to Section

7-7-211 (o) and may bill the oversight agency.
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2999

3000

3001

3002

(3) (a) The Mississippi Development Authority shall, in
addition to the other programs described in this section, provide
for the following programs of loans to be made to agribusiness or
greenhouse production horticulture enterprises for the purpose of
encouraging thereby the extension of conventional financing and
the issuance of letters of credit to such agribusiness or
greenhouse production horticulture enterprises by private
institutions. Monies to make such loans by the Mississippi
Development Authority shall be drawn from the Emerging Crops Fund.

(b) The Mississippi Development Authority may make
loans to agribusiness or greenhouse production horticulture
enterprises. The amount of any loan to any single enterprise
under this paragraph (b) shall not exceed twenty percent (20%) of
the total cost of the project for which financing is sought or Two
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00), whichever is less. No
interest shall be charged on such loans, and only the amount
actually loaned shall be required to be repaid. Repayments shall
be deposited into the Emerging Crops Fund.

(c) The Mississippi Development Authority also may make
loans under this subsection (3) to existing agribusiness or
greenhouse production horticulture enterprises for the purpose of
assisting such enterprises to make upgrades, renovations, repairs
and other improvements to their equipment, facilities and
operations, which shall not exceed Two Hundred Thousand Dollars
($200,000.00) or thirty percent (30%) of the total cost of the
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3026

3027

project for which financing is sought, whichever is less. No
interest shall be charged on loans made under this paragraph, and
only the amount actually loaned shall be required to be repaid.
Repayments shall be deposited into the Emerging Crops Fund.

(d) The maximum aggregate amount of loans that may be
made under this subsection (3) to any one (1) agribusiness shall
be not more than Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00).

(4) (a) Through June 30, 2010, the Mississippi Development
Authority may loan or grant to qualified planning and development
districts, and to small business investment corporations,
bank-based community development corporations, the Recruitment and
Training Program, Inc., the City of Jackson Business Development
Loan Fund, the Lorman Southwest Mississippi Development
Corporation, the West Jackson Community Development Corporation,
the East Mississippi Development Corporation, and other entities
meeting the criteria established by the Mississippi Development
Authority (all referred to hereinafter as "qualified entities"),
funds for the purpose of establishing loan revolving funds to
assist in providing financing for minority economic development.
The monies loaned or granted by the Mississippi Development
Authority shall be drawn from the Emerging Crops Fund and shall
not exceed Twenty-nine Million Dollars ($29,000,000.00) in the
aggregate. Planning and development districts or qualified
entities which receive monies pursuant to this provision shall use

such monies to make loans to minority business enterprises
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3050
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3052

consistent with criteria established by the Mississippi
Development Authority. Such criteria shall include, at a minimum,
the following:

(i) The business enterprise must be a private,
for-profit enterprise.

(ii) If the business enterprise is a
proprietorship, the borrower must be a resident citizen of the
State of Mississippi; 1f the business enterprise is a corporation
or partnership, at least fifty percent (50%) of the owners must be
resident citizens of the State of Mississippi.

(iii) The borrower must have at least five percent
(5%) equity interest in the business enterprise.

(iv) The borrower must demonstrate ability to
repay the loan.

(v) The borrower must not be in default of any
previous loan from the state or federal government.

(vi) Loan proceeds may be used for financing all
project costs associated with development or expansion of a new
small business, including fixed assets, working capital, start-up
costs, rental payments, interest expense during construction and
professional fees related to the project.

(vii) Loan proceeds shall not be used to pay off
existing debt for loan consolidation purposes; to finance the
acquisition, construction, improvement or operation of real

property which is to be held primarily for sale or investment; to
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3076

3077

provide for, or free funds, for speculation in any kind of
property; or as a loan to owners, partners or stockholders of the
applicant which do not change ownership interest by the applicant.
However, this does not apply to ordinary compensation for services
rendered in the course of business.

(viii) The maximum amount that may be loaned to
any one (1) borrower shall be Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars
($250,000.00) .

(ix) The Mississippi Development Authority shall
review each loan before it is made, and no loan shall be made to
any borrower until the loan has been reviewed and approved by the
Mississippi Development Authority.

(b) For the purpose of this subsection, the term
"minority business enterprise" means a socially and economically
disadvantaged small business concern, organized for profit,
performing a commercially useful function which is owned and
controlled by one or more minorities or minority business
enterprises certified by the Mississippi Development Authority, at
least fifty percent (50%) of whom are resident citizens of the
State of Mississippi. Except as otherwise provided, for purposes
of this subsection, the term "socially and economically
disadvantaged small business concern" shall have the meaning
ascribed to such term under the Small Business Act (15 USCS,
Section 637 (a)), or women, and the term "owned and controlled"

means a business in which one or more minorities or minority
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3102

business enterprises certified by the Mississippi Development
Authority own sixty percent (60%) or, in the case of a
corporation, sixty percent (60%) of the voting stock, and control
sixty percent (60%) of the management and daily business
operations of the business. However, an individual whose personal
net worth exceeds Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00)
shall not be considered to be an economically disadvantaged
individual.

From and after July 1, 2010, monies not loaned or granted by
the Mississippi Development Authority to planning and development
districts or qualified entities under this subsection, and monies
not loaned by planning and development districts or qualified
entities, shall be deposited to the credit of the sinking fund
created and maintained in the State Treasury for the retirement of
bonds issued under Section 69-2-19.

(c) DNotwithstanding any other provision of this
subsection to the contrary, if federal funds are not available for
commitments made by a planning and development district to provide
assistance under any federal loan program administered by the
planning and development district in coordination with the
Appalachian Regional Commission or Economic Development
Administration, or both, a planning and development district may
use funds in its loan revolving fund, which have not been

committed otherwise to provide assistance, for the purpose of

providing temporary funding for such commitments. If a planning
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3120

3121

3122

3123

3124

3125

3126

3127

and development district uses uncommitted funds in its loan
revolving fund to provide such temporary funding, the district
shall use funds repaid to the district under the temporarily
funded federal loan program to replenish the funds used to provide
the temporary funding. Funds used by a planning and development
district to provide temporary funding under this paragraph (c)
must be repaid to the district's loan revolving fund no later than
twelve (12) months after the date the district provides the
temporary funding. A planning and development district may not
use uncommitted funds in its loan revolving fund to provide
temporary funding under this paragraph (c) on more than two (2)
occasions during a calendar year. A planning and development
district may provide temporary funding for multiple commitments on
each such occasion. The maximum aggregate amount of uncommitted
funds in a loan revolving fund that may be used for such purposes
during a calendar year shall not exceed seventy percent (70%) of
the uncommitted funds in the loan revolving fund on the date the
district first provides temporary funding during the calendar
year.

(d) If the Mississippi Development Authority determines
that a planning and development district or qualified entity has
provided loans to minority businesses in a manner inconsistent
with the provisions of this subsection, then the amount of such
loans so provided shall be withheld by the Mississippi Development

Authority from any additional grant funds to which the planning
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3142

3143

3144

3145

3146

3147

3148

3149

3150

3151

3152

and development district or qualified entity becomes entitled
under this subsection. If the Mississippi Development Authority
determines, after notifying such planning and development district
or qualified entity twice in writing and providing such planning
and development district or qualified entity a reasonable
opportunity to comply, that a planning and development district or
qualified entity has consistently failed to comply with this
subsection, the Mississippi Development Authority may declare such
planning and development district or qualified entity in default
under this subsection and, upon receipt of notice thereof from the
Mississippi Development Authority, such planning and development
district or qualified entity shall immediately cease providing
loans under this subsection, shall refund to the Mississippi
Development Authority for distribution to other planning and
development districts or qualified entities all funds held in its
revolving loan fund and, 1f required by the Mississippi
Development Authority, shall convey to the Mississippi Development
Authority all administrative and management control of loans
provided by it under this subsection.

(e) If the Mississippi Development Authority
determines, after notifying a planning and development district or
qualified entity twice in writing and providing copies of such
notification to each member of the Legislature in whose district
or in a part of whose district such planning and development

district or qualified entity is located and providing such
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3172

3173

3174

3175

3176

3177

planning and development district or qualified entity a reasonable
opportunity to take corrective action, that a planning and
development district or qualified entity administering a revolving
loan fund under the provisions of this subsection is not actively
engaged in lending as defined by the rules and regulations of the
Mississippi Development Authority, the Mississippi Development
Authority may declare such planning and development district or
qualified entity in default under this subsection and, upon
receipt of notice thereof from the Mississippi Development
Authority, such planning and development district or qualified
entity shall immediately cease providing loans under this
subsection, shall refund to the Mississippi Development Authority
for distribution to other planning and development districts or
qualified entities all funds held in its revolving loan fund and,
if required by the Mississippi Development Authority, shall convey
to the Mississippi Development Authority all administrative and
management control of loans provided by it under this subsection.
(5) The Mississippi Development Authority shall develop a
program which will assist minority business enterprises by
guaranteeing bid, performance and payment bonds which such
minority businesses are required to obtain in order to contract
with federal agencies, state agencies or political subdivisions of
the state. The Mississippi Development Authority may secure
letters of credit, as determined necessary by the authority, to

guarantee bid, performance and payment bonds pursuant to this

H. B. No. 1318 OO 0O OO0 ~ OFFICIAL ~
14/HR40/R1370PH
PAGE 128 (RKM\BD)



3178

3179

3180

3181

3182

3183

3184

3185

3186

3187

3188

3189

3190

3191

3192

3193

3194

3195

3196

3197

3198

3199

3200

3201

3202

subsection. Monies for such program shall be drawn from the
monies allocated under subsection (4) of this section to assist
the financing of minority economic development and shall not
exceed Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000.00) in the aggregate.
The Mississippi Development Authority may promulgate rules and
regulations for the operation of the program established pursuant
to this subsection. For the purpose of this subsection (5), the
term "minority business enterprise" has the meaning assigned such
term in subsection (4) of this section.

(6) The Mississippi Development Authority may loan or grant
to public entities and to nonprofit corporations funds to defray
the expense of financing (or to match any funds available from
other public or private sources for the expense of financing)
projects in this state which are devoted to the study, teaching
and/or promotion of regional crafts and which are deemed by the
authority to be significant tourist attractions. The monies
loaned or granted shall be drawn from the Emerging Crops Fund and
shall not exceed Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00)
in the aggregate.

(7) Through June 30, 2006, the Mississippi Development
Authority shall make available to the Mississippi Department of
Agriculture and Commerce funds for the purpose of establishing
loan revolving funds and other methods of financing for

agribusiness programs administered under the Mississippi

Agribusiness Council Act of 1993. The monies made available by
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the Mississippi Development Authority shall be drawn from the
Emerging Crops Fund and shall not exceed One Million Two Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($1,200,000.00) in the aggregate. The
Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce shall establish
control and auditing procedures for use of these funds. These
funds will be used primarily for quick payment to farmers for
vegetable and fruit crops processed and sold through vegetable
processing plants associated with the Department of Agriculture
and Commerce and the Mississippi State Extension Service.

(8) From and after July 1, 1996, the Mississippi Development
Authority shall make available to the Mississippi Small Farm
Development Center One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) to be used
by the center to assist small entrepreneurs as provided in Section
37-101-25, Mississippi Code of 1972. The monies made available by
the Mississippi Development Authority shall be drawn from the
Emerging Crops Fund.

(9) [Repealed]

(10) The Mississippl Development Authority shall make
available to the Small Farm Development Center at Alcorn State
University funds in an aggregate amount not to exceed Three
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00), to be drawn from the cash
balance of the Emerging Crops Fund. The Small Farm Development
Center at Alcorn State University shall use such funds to make
loans to producers of sweet potatoes and cooperatives anywhere in

the State of Mississippi owned by sweet potato producers to assist
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in the planting of sweet potatoes and the purchase of sweet potato
production and harvesting equipment. A report of the loans made
under this subsection shall be furnished by January 15 of each
year to the Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee and the
Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee.

(11) The Mississippi Development Authority shall make
available to the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and
Commerce "Make Mine Mississippi" program an amount not to exceed
One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000.00) to be drawn from
the cash balance of the Emerging Crops Fund.

(12) The Mississippi Development Authority shall make
available to the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and
Commerce an amount not to exceed One Hundred Fifty Thousand
Dollars ($150,000.00) to be drawn from the cash balance of the
Emerging Crops Fund to be used for the rehabilitation and
maintenance of the Mississippi Farmers Central Market in Jackson,
Mississippi.

(13) The Mississippl Development Authority shall make
available to the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and
Commerce an amount not to exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dollars
($25,000.00) to be drawn from the cash balance of the Emerging
Crops Fund to be used for advertising purposes related to the
Mississippi Farmers Central Market in Jackson, Mississippi.

(14) (a) The Mississippi Development Authority shall, in

addition to the other programs described in this section, provide

H. B. No. 1318 OO 0O OO0 ~ OFFICIAL ~
14/HR40/R1370PH
PAGE 131 (RKM\BD)



3253

3254

3255

3256

3257

3258

3259

3260

3261

3262

3263

3264

3265

3266

3267

3268

3269

3270

3271

3272

3273

3274

3275

3276

for a program of loan guaranties to be made on behalf of any
nonprofit entity qualified under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code and certified by the United States Department of the
Treasury as a community development financial institution for the
purpose of encouraging the extension of financing to such an
entity which financing the entity will use to make funds available
to other entities for the purpose of making loans available in
low—-income communities in Mississippi. Monies to make such loan
guaranties by the Mississippi Development Authority shall be drawn
from the Emerging Crops Fund and shall not exceed Two Million
Dollars ($2,000,000.00) in the aggregate. The amount of a loan
guaranty on behalf of such an entity under this subsection (14)
shall not exceed Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000.00). Assistance
received by an entity under this subsection (14) shall not
disqualify the entity from obtaining any other assistance under
this chapter.

(b) An entity desiring assistance under this subsection
(14) must submit an application to the Mississippi Development
Authority. The application must include any information required
by the Mississippi Development Authority.

(c) The Mississippi Development Authority shall have
all powers necessary to implement and administer the program
established under this subsection (14), and the Mississippi

Development Authority shall promulgate rules and regulations, in
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accordance with the Mississippi Administrative Procedures Law,
necessary for the implementation of this subsection (14).

(15) (a) The Mississippi Development Authority shall, in
addition to the other programs described in this section, provide
for a program of grants to agribusiness enterprises that process,
dry, store or ship peanuts and if the enterprise has invested
prior to April 17, 2009, a minimum of Six Million Dollars
($6,000,000.00) in land, facilities and egquipment in this state
that are utilized to process, dry, store or ship peanuts. Monies
to make such grants by the Mississippi Development Authority shall
be drawn from the Emerging Crops Fund and shall not exceed One
Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) in the aggregate. The amount of a
grant under this subsection (15) shall not exceed One Million
Dollars ($1,000,000.00).

(b) An entity desiring assistance under this subsection
(15) must submit an application to the Mississippi Development
Authority. The application must include a description of the
project for which assistance is requested, the cost of the project
for which assistance is requested, the amount of assistance
requested and any other information required by the Mississippi
Development Authority.

(c) As a condition of the receipt of a grant under this
subsection (15), an entity must agree to remain in business in
this state for not less than five (5) years and must meet other

conditions established by the Mississippi Development Authority to
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ensure that the assistance results in an economic benefit to the
state. The Mississippi Development Authority shall require that
binding commitments be entered into requiring that:

(i) The minimum requirements provided for in this
subsection (15) and the conditions established by the Mississippi
Development Authority are met; and

(1ii) If such commitments and conditions are not
met, all or a portion of the funds provided pursuant to this
subsection (15) shall be repaid.

(d) The Mississippi Development Authority shall have
all powers necessary to implement and administer the program
established under this subsection (15), and the Mississippi
Development Authority shall promulgate rules and regulations, in
accordance with the Mississippi Administrative Procedures Law,
necessary for the implementation of this subsection (15).

(16) (a) The Mississippi Development Authority, in addition
to the other programs described in this section, shall provide for
a program of loan guaranties to be made on behalf of certain
agribusinesses engaged in sweet potato growing and farming for the
purpose of encouraging thereby the extension of conventional
financing and the issuance of letters of credit to such
agribusinesses by lenders. The amount of a loan guaranty made on
behalf of such an agribusiness shall be ninety percent (90%) of

the amount of assistance made available by a lender for the

purposes authorized under this subsection (16). Monies to make
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3327 such loan guaranties by the Mississippi Development Authority
3328 shall be drawn from the Emerging Crops Fund and shall not exceed
3329 Seventeen Million Dollars ($17,000,000.00) in the aggregate.

3330 (b) In order to be eligible for assistance under this
3331 subsection (16) an agribusiness must:

3332 (i) Have been actively engaged in sweet potato
3333 growing and farming in this state before January 1, 2010;

3334 (ii) Have incurred a disaster-related loss for
3335 sweet potato growing and farming purposes for calendar year 2009,
3336 as determined by a lender;

3337 (iii) Agree to obtain and maintain federal

3338 Noninsured Agricultural Program (NAP) insurance coverage for the
3339 outstanding balance of any assistance received under this

3340 subsection (16); and

3341 (iv) Satisfy underwriting criteria established by
3342 a lender related to loans under this subsection (16).

3343 (c) (1) An entity desiring assistance under this

3344 subsection must submit an application for assistance to a lender
3345 not later than August 1, 2010. The application must include:
3346 1. Information verifying the length of time
3347 the applicant has been actively engaged in sweet potato growing
3348 and farming in this state;

3349 2. Information regarding the number of acres
3350 used by the applicant for sweet potato growing and farming

3351 purposes during the 2009 calendar year, as certified to by the
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Farm Services Authority (FSA) or the Mississippi Department of
Agriculture and Commerce (MDAC), and the number of acres the
applicant intends to use for such purposes during the 2010
calendar year;

3. The average cost per acre incurred by the
applicant for sweet potato growing and farming purposes during the
2009 calendar year, as certified to by the FSA or MDAC, and an
estimate of the average cost per acre to be incurred by the
applicant for such purposes during the calendar year for which
application is made;

4. The amount of assistance requested;

5. A statement from the applicant agreeing
that he will obtain and maintain NAP insurance coverage for the
outstanding balance of any assistance received under this
subsection (16); and

6. Any other information required by the
lender and/or the MDA.

(11) The lender shall review the application for
assistance and determine whether the applicant qualifies for
assistance under this subsection (16). If the lender determines
that the applicant qualifies for assistance, the lender shall loan
funds to the applicant subject to the provisions of this
subsection (16).

(d) Loans made under this subsection (16) shall be

subject to the following conditions:
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(i) The maximum amount of a loan to a borrower
shall not exceed One Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars ($1,700.00)
per acre and shall exclude any machinery and equipment costs.

(ii) The proceeds of a loan may be used only for
paying a borrower's sweet potato planting, production and
harvesting costs, excluding machinery and equipment costs.

(iii) The proceeds of a loan may not be used to
repay, satisfy or finance existing debt.

(iv) The time allowed for repayment of a loan
shall not be more than five (5) years, and there shall be no
penalty, fee or other charge imposed for the prepayment of a loan.

(e) The receipt of assistance by a person or other
entity under any other program described in this section shall not
disqualify the person or entity from obtaining a loan under the
program established in this subsection (16) if the person or
entity is otherwise eligible under this program. In addition, the
receipt of a loan by a person or other entity under the program
established under this subsection (16) shall not disqualify the
person or entity from obtaining assistance under any other program
described in this section.

(f) The Mississippi Development Authority shall have
all powers necessary to implement and administer the program
established under this subsection (16), and the Mississippi

Development Authority shall promulgate rules and regulations, in
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accordance with the Mississippi Administrative Procedures Law,

necessary for the implementation of this subsection (16).

SECTION 10.

and after July 1,
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This act shall take effect and be in force from

2014.
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ST: State Auditor; authorize to conduct audits
of state-funded economic development projects.



