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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 3

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE, LEGACY AND Cl VI C
CONTRI BUTIONS OF CIVIL RI GHTS PI ONEER JUNE E. JOHNSON OF
GREENWOOD, M SSI SSI PP, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE SENATE

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi Cvil R ghts Pioneer and the first
Afri can- Amreri can wonan candi date for the Leflore County Board of
Supervi sors passed away on April 13, 2007; and

VWHEREAS, June E. Johnson was born in G eenwood, M ssissippi,
to the | ate Theoda and Lul a Bell Johnson, Sr. on Decenber 31,
1947. Her parents hosted visiting SNCC (Student Non-Viol ent
Coordi nating Commttee) workers for nmany years. June was raised
by her maternal grandnother Emily Johnson Holt who al so preceded
her in death; and

VWHEREAS, June began attending SNCC neetings in her early
teens after seeing a flyer about a mass neeting at one of the
| ocal churches. Robert (Bob) Mses convinced her parents to all ow
June to attend the neeting and subsequent voter registration
wor kshops; and

VWHEREAS, in June 1963, after attending a voter registration
wor kshop, June was arrested and beaten in jail in Wnona,
M ssi ssippi, along with Ms. Fannie Lou Haner, Euvester Sinpson,
Annel | e Ponder, Janmes West and others; and

VWHEREAS, June worked as a paralegal for North M ssissipp
Rural Legal Services (1972-1973). Throughout the 1970s, she was
actively involved in |awsuits ained at stopping racist practices
inthe City of Geenwood and Leflore County governnments as named

plaintiff and as paral egal investigator; and
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VWHEREAS, with Marion Wight Edel man of the Children's Defense
Fund, June drew attention to failures of M ssissippi antipoverty
agenci es and investigated M ssissippi prison conditions; and

VWHEREAS, June noved to Washington, D.C., in 1982, worked in
city governnent for the Ofice of Paternity and Child Support
Enf orcenment (1983-1986), and as a hone hospital teacher. From
1995 until|l Septenber 2006, (after health began to fail her) June
was the programnonitor in the Ofice of Early Chil dhood
Devel opnent and served as first Vice President of the Washi ngton,
D.C., Ward 6 Denocrats; and

VWHEREAS, she was a research consultant for the film Freedom
Song (2000) about M ssissippi SNCC workers and | ead consul tant for
t he docunentary Standing on My Sisters Shoulders, a film
docunenting her civil rights activism along with fellow activists
Dori e Ladner, Fannie Lou Haner, Victoria Gay Adans, Annie Devine,
Lawr ence Guyot and others. Additionally, she is featured in a
docunent ary produced by Anerican Public Radio entitled M ssissippi
Beconmes A Denocracy; and

VWHEREAS, she continued her work with various organi zati ons
and institutions right up to the tinme of her death. June provided
information that few spoke of or cared to share. She never
st opped pl anning how to get accurate information out about the
Cvil R ghts Movenent. She often recalled "Ms. Haner called ne
to her bedsi de when she was dying and told ne all about her
unfi ni shed busi ness"; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
citizen who was a respected | eader of the Cvil R ghts Mvenent in
M ssi ssippi and the United States:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby commend the life, |egacy and civic
contributions of Gvil Rights Pioneer June E. Johnson of
G eenwood, M ssissippi, and express to her surviving famly the

synpat hy of the M ssissippi Senate on her passing.
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60 BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
61 the surviving famly of June E. Johnson and be nmade available to

62 nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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