M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) M chel, To: Rules
Chassani ol
SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 502
1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMVENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF
2 FORMER LEQ SLATOR JOHN E. "JOHNNY" ALDRI DGE OF JACKSON AND W NONA,
3 MSSISSI PP, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE.
4 VWHEREAS, John E. "Johnny" Al dridge, 94, of Jackson and
5 fornerly of Wnona, died April 22, 2007. Prior to his death, he
6 was believed to be the ol dest past nenber of the M ssissippi
7 Legislature, both Senate and House; and
8 VWHEREAS, M. Al dridge, a native of Wnona, was born Septenber
9 21, 1912, the son of Charles Hendrix and Camr e Peepl es Al dridge,
10 who were both originally fromLodi. He graduated from Wnona Hi gh
11 School in 1930, received a Bachelor of Arts degree fromthe
12 University of Mssissippi in 1934 and his Bachel or of Laws degree
13 (LLB) fromQOe Mss in 1935; and
14 VWHEREAS, he was active in Mssissippi politics nost all of
15 his life and was on a first nanme basis with every M ssi ssi ppi
16 CGovernor for over the past 80 years; and
17 VWHEREAS, in 1937, he began as a nenber of the Montgonery
18 County El ection Conm ssion, was el ected as a Del egate to the 1943,
19 1951, 1955 and 1959 M ssi ssi ppi Denocrat Party Conventions and was
20 later a Delegate to the 1988 M ssissippi Republican Party
21 Convention. |In addition, he was a nenber of the H nds County
22 Republican Executive Conmttee and was the first Chairnman of
23 Senior Citizens for Reagan/Bush for the State of M ssissippi; and
24 VWHEREAS, in 1939 and 1947, he was el ected Fl oater
25 Representative of Montgonery and G enada Counties in the
26 M ssissippi State Legislature. H's father had al so previously
27 served two terns as a nmenber of the House. As Floater
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Representative, he couldn't succeed hinself since the other
floater county was given an opportunity to alternate
representation every other term In between those two four-year
House terns, Johnny was elected in 1943 to the M ssissippi State
Senate from Montgonery and Carroll Counties; and

VWHEREAS, during his 12 years of |egislative service, he was
Chairman of the Forestry, Conservation, and Juvenile Delinquency
and Child Wlfare Commttees. He also was appoi nted Chairnman of
the Joint Senate-House InterimCommttee to study child welfare
| egi slation and was responsi ble for helping wite and pass the
Youth Court Act of 1946. He was then appointed by Governor
Fielding Wight and subsequently by Governor Hugh Wite as a
menber of the Children's Code Conmm ssion representing the Fourth
Congressional District from 1946 to 1954. As a legislator, he was
al so responsi ble for creating a nunber of farmto-nmarket roads in
Mont gonmery, Carroll and G enada Counties, and establishing a State
Tree Nursery in Wnona; and

VWHEREAS, despite being exenpt fromhaving to go into mlitary
service, he voluntarily enlisted as a Private for active duty in
the United States Arny in Wrld War 11, where he served in Cernmany
during the war effort. After the war, one of his principal
efforts was to serve veterans and hel p countl ess M ssissippi ans
receive their veteran pensions and benefits w thout conpensation;
and

VWHEREAS, in a special election in Novenber 1950, he was
el ected District Attorney of the Fifth M ssissippi Judicial
District, and was twice reelected. 1In this capacity, he
prosecuted with great ability and handl ed one of the state's npst
notabl e crim nal cases, the Goldsby nurder trial. He resigned as
District Attorney in January 1960, when he was appoi nted by
Governor-el ect Ross Barnett as his Executive Legal Counsel and

Legi sl ative Aide; and
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VWHEREAS, he served Governor Barnett during the first
| egi sl ative session until July 1960, and played a vital role in
t he passage of sone of the nobst progressive econom ¢ devel opnment
| egi slation passed in Mssissippi. He was then appointed as
Executive Director of the M ssissippi Enpl oynent Security
Comm ssion, and served in this position for 18 years under five
Governors, longer than any ot her person, and retired in March
1978; and

WHEREAS, in all, he had over 38 years of total public service
in all three branches of state governnent; and

VWHEREAS, upon | eavi ng governnent service, he went back into
the practice of lawon a limted basis, serving as O Counsel to
his son Ron at Aldridge Law Ofices in Jackson. He was a nenber
of the Montgonery County, Hinds County and M ssissippi Bar
Associ ations, and had previously served as Second Vi ce President
(1948) and as a Comm ssioner (1959) of The M ssissippi Bar; and

VWHEREAS, al ways | ooking out for the best interests of al
M ssi ssi ppi governnental retirees, in 1984 he was one of the
princi pal organi zers and spokespersons of the M ssissippi Retired
Publ i ¢ Enpl oyee's Association. He served as its President in 1989
and was a Life Menber of its Board of Directors. He and a handf ul
of other key leaders are credited with the statew de canpai gn that
overwhel m ngly passed a state Constitutional Amendnent protecting
the state retiree Trust Fund and with | egislation preserving the
"thirteenth check"; and

VWHEREAS, he was invol ved i n nunmerous organi zations, including
Jefferson Davis Beauvoir Shrine Board of Directors and former Canp
Commander of the Jefferson Davis Canp 635, Sons of Confederate
Vet erans; and

VWHEREAS, sel f-described as one of the nobst inportant parts of
his life, he served as a Deacon and Teacher of Men's Bible classes
in the Wnona and Jackson First Baptist Churches. Hi s Sunday

School teaching extended over a 50-year period and his comm t nent
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and desire to attend Sunday School and Church services continued
up until the last days of his life; and

VWHEREAS, survivors are his wife of over 69 years, Jean Butt
Al dridge, and their three sons, Dr. John E. (Jack) Al dridge, Jr.,
and wi fe Nancy of Brandon; Franklin B. Al dridge of R dgeland; and
Ronald H (Ron) Al dridge and wife Beth of Jackson; five
grandchil dren and four great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
public servant whose integrity, friendship and life was a
testinmony of his conmtment to his famly, his church and to the
State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and | egacy of former |egislator John
E. "Johnny" Al dridge of Jackson and Wnona, M ssissippi, and
express to his surviving famly the synpathy of the Legislature on
hi s passi ng.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Johnny Al dridge and be nmade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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