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Adopted
AMENDMENT NO 1 PROPOSED TO

House Bill No. 1465

BY: Senator(s) Chaney, Harden

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the foll ow ng:

SECTION 1. There is established the M ssissippi Rural

Physi ci ans Schol arship Program for the purpose of identifying and
recruiting qualified university and col |l ege students from rural
areas of the state for nedical or osteopathic school
matricul ati on. The program shall consist of three (3) distinct
phases through which participants will progress, including:

(a) Undergraduate prenedi cal education

(b) Medical or osteopathic school and residency; and

(c) Post-residency entry into nedical practice in a
rural or underserved area of the State of M ssissippi.

SECTION 2. (1) The M ssissippi Rural Physicians Schol arship

Program shal | be adm nistered by a conm ssion to be known as the
"M ssi ssi ppi Rural Physicians Schol arship Comm ssion."™ The
commi ssion shall be directed by a board conmposed of the follow ng
menbers:

(a) Two (2) generalist physicians appointed by and from
t he nenbership of the M ssissippi State Medical Association, the
term of which shall be three (3) years and nay be reappointed for

one (1) additional term
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(b) ©One (1) generalist physician appointed by and from
t he nenbership of each of the foll ow ng organizations, the term of
whi ch shall be three (3) years and nmay be reappointed for one (1)
additional term
(1) Mssissippi Acadeny of Fam |y Physicians;
(i1i1) Mssissippi Chapter, Anmerican Coll ege of

Physi ci ans;

(ti1) Mssissippi Chapter, Anerican Acadeny of
Pedi atri cs;

(iv) Mssissippi Chapter, Anerican Coll ege of
OB- GYN,

(v) M ssissippi Medical and Surgical Association;
(vi) M ssissippi Osteopathic Association;
(c) Two (2) designees of the Dean of the University of
M ssi ssi ppi School of Medicine whose terns are at the discretion
of the dean, at |east one (1) of whomis a nenber of the
University of M ssissippi School of Medicine Adm ssions Commttee;
(d) Two (2) nedical students, one (1) of whom shall be
sel ected yearly through a process devel oped by the dean of the
School of Medicine in consultation with the chairs of the
departnents of famly nedicine, internal nedicine, OB GYN, and
pedi atrics, and one (1) of whom shall be nom nated for a one-year
term by the M ssissippi Chapter of the Student National Medical
Associ ati on and approved by the Dean of the University of
M ssi ssi ppi School of Medi cine;
(e) A nenber of the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Hi gher Learning; and
(f) The Chair of the Departnent of Fam |y Medicine at
the University of M ssissippi School of Medicine.
(2) The prenedical advisors fromthe accredited four-year
col l eges and universities in the state and the directors or

desi gnees of the primary care generalist training prograns in the
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State of M ssissippi shall conprise an advisory commttee to the
board to assist the board in its admnistration of the M ssissipp
Rural Physi ci ans Schol arshi p Program

(3) Vacancies on the board nust be filled in a manner
consistent wth the original appointnents.

(4) Al appointnents to the board nust be nade no | ater than
Septenber 1, 2007. After the nenbers are appointed, the Chair of
the Departnent of Fam |y Medicine shall set a date for the
organi zational neeting that is nmutually acceptable to the mgjority
of the board nenbers. The organi zational neeting shall be for the
pur poses of organi zing the board and establishing rules for
transacting its business. A nmgjority of the nenbers of the board
shall constitute a quorumat all board neetings. An affirmative
vote of a majority of the nenbers present and voting shall be
required in the adoption of rules, reports and in any other
actions taken by the board. At the organizational neeting, the
board shall elect a chair and vice chair fromthe nenbers
appoi nted accordi ng to paragraphs (a) through (d) of subsection
(1). The chair shall serve for a termof two (2) years, upon the
expiration of which the vice chair shall assune the office of
chair.

(5) After the organizational neeting, the board shall hold
no less than two (2) neetings annually.

(6) The board may form an executive commttee for the
pur pose of transacting business that nust be conducted before the
next regularly schedul ed neeting of the board. Al actions taken
by the executive commttee nust be ratified by the board at its
next reqgularly schedul ed neeti ng.

(7) Menbers of the board shall serve w thout conpensation
but may be reinbursed, subject to the availability of funding, for
m | eage and actual and necessary expenses incurred in attending

neetings of the board.
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(8) The comm ssion shall be at the University of M ssissipp
Medi cal Center. Funding any required staff support and operation
nmust be from nonies appropriated for the M ssissippi Rural
Physi ci ans Schol arshi p Program and not for the University of
M ssi ssi ppi Medi cal Center.

SECTI ON 3. The Board of the M ssissippi Rural Physicians

Schol arshi p Conm ssion shall have the follow ng powers and duti es:
(a) Developing the admnistrative policy for the
conmm ssion and the M ssissippi Rural Physicians Schol arship
Program
(b) Devel oping and i nplenenting strategies and
activities for the identification and recruitnment of students and
for marketing the programand for the inplenentation of the
program I n devel oping these strategies, the board shall seek the
i nput of various organi zations and entities, including the
M ssi ssi ppi State Medical Association, the Mssissippi Acadeny of
Fam |y Physicians, the M ssissippi Chapters of the Anerican
Col | ege of Physicians, the Anerican Acadeny of Pediatrics, the
Anmerican Coll ege of OB-GYN, the M ssissippi Medical and Surgi cal
Associ ation and the M ssissippi Osteopathic Medicine Associ ati on;
(c) Establishing a budget to support the activities of
the program and periodically reviewing and if appropriate,
revising, the scholarship and other stipends offered through the
program
(d) Hring an executive director and support staff
necessary for the comm ssion's work;
(e) Reviewing participants progress in the program and
mentori ng students and physicians participating in the program
(f) Developing and participating in prograns that
provide initial practice support in collaboration wth other
i nterested professional organizations. Al funding for practice

support nust be separate from University of M ssissippi Mdical
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Center funding and not under University of M ssissippi Mdical
Center control.

SECTION 4. (1) The board shall devel op and i npl enent

policies and procedures designed to recruit, identify and enrol
under gr aduat e students who denonstrate necessary interest,

comm tnent, aptitude and academ c achi evenent to pursue careers as
famly physicians or other generalist physicians in rural or

nmedi cal | y underserved areas of M ssissippi, and to devel op and

i npl ement the prograns designed to foster successful entry of
participants into medical school, conpletion of nmedical school,
enrollment into and conpletion of fam |y nedicine or other
general i st residency, and establishnent and mai ntenance of a
career in famly nedicine or other generalist specialty in a rural
or underserved area of M ssissippi.

(2) The board shall have the authority through use of
generally applicable definitions, to designate an area of the
state as underserved or rural

(3) The board, in conjunction with the University of
M ssi ssi ppi Medical Center, shall have the authority to provide
students selected for scholarship funding wwth faculty nentors and
ot her prograns designed to enhance the students' |ikelihood of
adm ssion to the nedical school. The board and the University of
M ssi ssippi Medical Center will devel op course work that w |l
provi de schol arship students with the skills necessary for
sust ai ned and successful nedical practice in rural M ssissippi.

(4) Each applicant for adm ssion to the program nust submt
an application to the comm ssion that conforns to requirenents
est abl i shed by the board.

(5 In selecting participants for the program the board may
only accept an applicant if his or her academ c record and ot her

characteristics, if given consideration by the University of
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M ssi ssi ppi School of Medicine Adm ssions Conmttee, would be
consi dered credi ble and conpetitive.

(6) An applicant for the programmay be admtted only upon a
majority vote of the nenbers of the board.

(7) Up to fifteen (15) students will be admtted to the
M ssi ssi ppi Rural Physicians Schol arshi p Program each year,
begi nning with the 2008-2009 academ c year.

SECTION 5. (1) Participants nust adhere to the policies and

practices as stipulated by the board to continue in the program
(2) Students in the programmay receive tuition or other
financi al support that may be provided by the commssion. |If a
student in the programis admtted to and conpl etes nedical or
ost eopat hi ¢ school, any tuition or other educational and living
support provided to the student by the comm ssion wll be
forgiven. However, if the student is not successful in being
accepted into nedical or osteopathic school within three (3) years
of entry into the M ssissippi Rural Physicians Schol arship
Program or if the student otherw se breaches his or her agreenent
with the commi ssion, all financial assistance provided to the
student nust be repaid according to policies adopted by the board.

SECTION 6. (1) Students in the programmay apply to any

medi cal or osteopathic school that is accredited by the Liaison
Comm ttee on Medi cal Education (LCVE) or the Anerican Osteopathic
Associ ation (AQA).

(2) Students in the program seeking adm ssion to the
Uni versity of M ssissippi School of Medicine shall be eligible for
a speci al adm ssions process pursuant to criteria established by
t he School of Medicine Adm ssions Conmmttee which will include
speci al consideration of the attributes of participation in the
program

(3) In carrying out the adm ssions process devel oped for the

M ssi ssi ppi Rural Physicians Schol arship Program partici pants
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under this section, the goal is for the programto work with the
School of Medicine to enhance the capability of participants to
successfully enter and conpl ete nedical school, train in famly
medi cine or other generalist primary care specialty and enter
practice in rural or underserved areas in Mssissippi. To the
extent feasible, the early adm ssions process should be conpl eted
bef ore Novenber 1 of the year preceding a student's adm ssion to
medi cal school .

SECTION 7. (1) Subject to the availability of funding,

students in the program who successfully matriculate to nedical or
ost eopat hic school are eligible for ongoing financial support in
accordance with policies and requirenents of the comm ssion and in
accordance with the applicable | aws and regul ati ons. The nunber
of students to be supported at the University of M ssissipp

School of Medicine and at other schools will be established by
policy prescribed by the board.

(2) Subject to the availability of funding, students
enrolled at the University of M ssissippi School of Medicine may
receive tuition support, funding to assist with the cost of books
and a living stipend, as prescribed by policy of the board and in
accordance with applicable regulations. Preferences for ongoi ng
fundi ng nust be given to those students admtted to the University
of M ssissippi School of Medicine.

(3) For each year that a student in nedical or osteopathic
school receives financial assistance, the student is obligated for
one (1) year of practice as a primary care physician in a rural or
underserved area in Mssissippi. Breach of the agreenent at any
stage of training shall invoke the repaynent of all financial
assi stance provided to the student through the M ssissippi Rural
Physi ci ans Schol arship Program i ncludi ng assi stance provi ded

during undergraduate school, as well as in nedical or osteopathic
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school, along with other penalties that may be prescribed in
policy by the board.

SECTI ON 8. Medical and osteopathic students in the program

must enter fam |y nedicine or other generalist residency prograns
according to their choice of specialty. Depending upon the
availability of funds, students who successfully enter residency
prograns whi ch have been approved by the board may receive further
financial support fromthe M ssissippi Rural Physicians

Schol arshi p Program subject to applicable rules and policies of
the comm ssion. Al funding for financial support fromthe

comm ssion to participants during their residency nust be separate
from University of M ssissippi Medical Center funding and not
under University of M ssissippi Medical Center control and be

di sbursed in accordance with applicable regul ations.

SECTION 9. (1) Upon conpletion of residency, a participant

in the Mssissippi Rural Physicians Schol arshi p Program nust
proceed to enter the practice of nmedicine in a rural or
underserved area in M ssissippi, as defined by the board and
consistent wth generally acceptabl e designations. |[|f an area
experiences significant changes in its nedical or general
community which are not reflected by health professional shortage
area (HPSA) or nedically underserved area (MJA) rural designation
the board may receive testinony and, in its discretion, nay
qualify the area as an underserved or rural area to allow the
program participant to fulfill his or her practice obligation.

(2) Upon entering the practice of nedicine, a participant in
the program nust serve in a health professional shortage area
(HPSA), nedically underserved area (MJA), or rural area otherw se
approved for practice under subsection (1) of this section for a
nunber of years which corresponds to the nunber of years, not to
exceed five (5), for which the participant received funding

through the program A participant who conpl etes residency
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outside the State of Mssissippi who fails to enter the practice
of nmedicine as required under this section shall be deened in
breach of contract and shall be liable for the i medi ate repaynent
of all financial assistance provided to the participant through
the M ssissippi Rural Physicians Schol arship Program including
assi stance provi ded during undergraduate school, as well as in
medi cal or osteopathic school, along with other penalties that may
be prescribed in policy by the board. Any participant who fails
to conplete the period of practice for which he or she is
obligated to provide services in a health professional shortage
area (HPSA) or a nedically underserved area (MJA) in exchange for
financi al assistance received through the M ssissippi Rural
Physi ci ans Schol arship Program shall be liable for the repaynent
of all financial assistance provided to the participant through
the program along with other penalties that may be prescribed by
the board, an amount which shall be reduced on a pro rata basis
for actual years of practice by the physician in the area
desi gnat ed by the board.

SECTI ON 10. The M ssissippi Rural Physicians Schol arship

Comm ssion, acting through the board, shall make every effort to
establish an initial practice entry support systemfor
participants in the program

SECTION 11. This act may not be construed as granting the

M ssi ssi ppi Rural Physicians Schol arship Comm ssion or its
governi ng board any governing or admnistrative authority over any
program adm ni stered by any coll ege, university, nedical school or
residency programin this state or any ot her program established
by state law, including the Medical Education Schol arship and Loan
Repaynment Program established under Section 37-143-6.

SECTION 12. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH THE M SSI SSI PPl RURAL PHYSI CI ANS
SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM AND COMM SSI ON FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECRUI Tl NG
AND TRAI NI NG QUALI FI ED PERSONS TO PRACTI CE MEDI CI NE | N RURAL AREAS
OF THE STATE; TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPI RURAL PHYSI CI ANS
SCHOLARSHI P COW SSI ON TO ADM NI STER THE PROGRAM TO ESTABLI SH A
BOARD FOR THE M SSI SSI PPI RURAL PHYSI CI ANS SCHOLARSHI P COWM SSI ON
AND TO PRESCRI BE I TS PONERS AND DUTI ES; TO PROVI DE THAT THE
COMM SSI ON SHALL BE HOUSED IN THE SCHOOL OF MEDI CI NE AT THE
UNI VERSI TY OF M SSI SSI PPI MEDI CAL CENTER; TO PRESCRI BE THE
ELI G BI LI TY REQUI REMENTS FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS SEEKI NG ENTRY
| NTO THE PROGRAM TO PROVI DE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PROCESS | N
CONJUNCTI ON W TH THE UNI VERSI TY OF M SSI SSI PPl SCHOOL OF MEDI CI NE
VH CH WOULD FACI LI TATE EARLY ADM SSI ON OF QUALI FI ED PROGRAM
PARTI CI PANTS TO THE UNI VERSI TY OF M SSI SSI PPI SCHOOL OF MEDI Cl NE;
TO AUTHORI ZE THE COWM SSI ON TO PROVI DE FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE TO
PROGRAM PARTI Cl PANTS | N UNDERGRADUATE AND MEDI CAL SCHOOL AND
RESI DENCY; TO REQUI RE MEDI CAL SCHOCL PARTI Cl PANTS TO ENTER AND
COVMPLETE FAM LY MEDI CI NE OR OTHER GENERALI ST RESI DENCY PROGRAMS;
TO REQUI RE PARTI CI PANTS TO PRACTI CE MEDI CI NE AS FAM LY PHYSI CI ANS
OR OTHER GENERALI ST PHYSI CI ANS I N A RURAL OR HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL
SHORTAGE AREA OR MEDI CALLY UNDERSERVED AREA OF THE STATE FOR THE
NUMBER OF YEARS, NOT TO EXCEED FI VE, WH CH CORRESPONDS TO THE
NUMBER OF YEARS THAT THE PARTI Cl PANT RECEI VED FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE
THROUGH THE PROGRAM TO REQUI RE PARTI Cl PANTS WHO FAI L TO COVPLETE
THEIR FAM LY MEDI Cl NE OR GENERALI ST RESI DENCY AND PRACTI CE
OBLI GATI ONS TO REPAY, ON A PRO RATA BASI S, ANY FI NANCI AL
ASS| STANCE RECEI VED THROUGH THE PROGRAM PLUS PENALTI ES; TO REQUI RE
THE COWM SSI ON TO ENDEAVOR TO ESTABLI SH AN | NI TI AL PRACTI CE ENTRY
SUPPORT SYSTEM TO PROVI DE THAT THE COWM SSI ON AND | TS BOARD HAVE
NO AUTHORI TY OVER ANY PROGRAMS OTHER THAN THE M SSI SSI PPl RURAL
PHYSI CI ANS SCHOLARSH P PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.
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