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Senate Amendmentsto House Bill No. 753

TO THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE:

THIS IS TO | NFORM YOU THAT THE SENATE HAS ADCPTED THE AMENDMENTS SET OUT

BELOW

AMENDMENT NO. 1

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. Section 17-2-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:

17-2-3. (1) There is hereby created the M ssissipp

Bui | di ng Codes Council. Each nenber of the council shall be

appoi nted by the executive director of his respective professional

associ ati on unl ess otherw se stated herein. Each nmenber shal

serve for a termof three (3) years and until a successor is

appoi nted and qualifies. No person who has previously been

convicted of a felony in this state or any other state nay be

appointed to the council. Fromand after July 1, 2009, al

menbers of the council shall be residents of the State of

M ssissippi. The council shall consist of twenty-six (26) nenbers

conposed of:

(a) One (1) representative of
Architects of M ssissippi;

(b) Three (3) representatives
Associ ation of M ssissippi;

(c) One (1) representative of
Contractors of M ssissippi;

(d) ©One (1) representative of
and Contractors of M ssissippi;

(e) One (1) representative of

Engi neeri ng Conpani es of M ssi ssippi;

the Anerican Institute of

of the Home Buil ders

t he Associ ated Genera

t he Associ ated Buil ders

t he Anmerican Council of

(f) Two (2) representatives of the Building Oficials

Associ ati on of M ssissippi;
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(g One (1) disabled person to be appointed by the
Gover nor;

(h) ©One (1) representative of the property/casualty
i nsurance industry to be appointed by the Governor;

(i) One (1) representative of the M ssissippi Minicipal
League;

(j) ©One (1) representative of the M ssissipp
Manuf act ur ed Housi ng Associ ati on;

(k) ©One (1) representative of the electrical industry
who is a master electrician to be appointed by the American
Subcontractors Associ ati on;

(1) One (1) representative of the mechanical or gas
i ndustry who is a nmaster nechanic to be appointed by the Anerican
Subcontractors Associ ati on;

(m One (1) representative of the plunbing industry who
is a master plunber to be appointed by the American Subcontractors
Associ ati on;

(n) One (1) representative of the Mssissippi Fire
Chi ef s Associ ati on;

(o) One (1) representative of the M ssissipp
Associ ati on of Supervisors;

(p) ©One (1) representative of the Mssissippi Mnority
Contractors Association to be appointed by the Governor;

(g ©One (1) representative of the Energy D vision,

M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnent Authority, to serve ex officio, nonvoting;

(r) One (1) person representing the consunmer who shal
have no interest in the construction industry to be appointed by
t he Governor;

(s) The Mssissippi State Fire Marshal, or his
desi gnee, to serve ex officio, nonvoting;

(t) The Executive Director of the State Board of
Prof essi onal Geol ogists, or his designee, to serve ex officio,
nonvoting; and

(u) Three (3) representatives selected by the

M ssi ssippi @Qulf Coast Building and Construction Trade Council.
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(2) A vacancy nmust be filled in the nmanner of the original
appoi ntment for the unexpired portion of the term

(3) Any nenber with unexcused absences for nore than three

(3) consecutive neetings shall be replaced by his sponsoring

or gani zati on.

(4) The State Fire Marshal shall convene the first neeting
of the council within ninety (90) days of the effective date of
this chapter and shall act as tenporary chairman until the counci
elects fromits nmenbers a chairman and vice chairman. The counci
shal | adopt regul ations consistent wwth this act. A neeting may
be called by the chairman on his own initiative and nust be called
by himat the request of three (3) or nore nenbers of the council.
Each nmenber nust be notified by the chairman in witing of the
time and place of the neeting at |east seven (7) days before the
neeting. Fourteen (14) nenbers constitute a quorum Each neeting
is open to the public. An official decision of the council may be
made only by a vote of at least two-thirds (2/3) of those nenbers
in attendance at the neeting.

(5) The council shall adopt by reference and amend only the
| atest editions of the follow ng as discretionary statew de
m ni mum codes:

(a) International Building Code and the standards
referenced in that code for regulation of construction within this
state. The appendices of that code nmay be adopted as needed, but
the specific appendi x or appendi ces nmust be referenced by name or
| etter designation at the tinme of adoption.

(b) International Residential Code (IRC) and the
standards referenced in that code are included for regul ation of
construction within this state. The appendi ces of that code may
be adopted as needed, but the specific appendi x or appendi ces nust
be referenced by nane or letter designation at the tinme of
adoption, with the exception of Appendix J, Existing Buildings and
Structures, which is hereby adopted by this reference.

(c) Oher codes addressing matters such as electrical,
pl unbi ng, nmechanical, fire and fuel gas.
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(6) The initial code or codes adopted by this council under
the provisions of this section shall be conpleted no |ater than
July 1, 2007.

SECTION 2. Section 17-2-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

17-2-5. (1) Any county board of supervisors or mnunicipa

governing authority, as the case may be, that adopts buil di ng

codes or anends its existing building codes on or after the

effective date of House Bill No. 753, 2007 Regul ar Sessi on, shal

adopt as m ni num codes any * * * codes established and pronul gat ed
by the M ssissippi Building Codes Council. Any codes adopted by a
board of supervisors or municipal governing authority under this
section shall be enforced by the board of supervisors or rmnunici pal
governing authority, as the case may be.

(2) Any structure constructed on or after July 1, 2009,

shall conply with and be built according to specifications not

| ess stringent that those adopted by the M ssissippi Buil ding Code

Counci | ; provided, however, that this requirenent shall not apply

to one- and two-famly dwellings with three (3) stories or |ess,

nor to the structures specified in Sections 17-2-7 and 17-2-09.

(3) Minicipalities and counties may establish agreenents

wi th other governnental entities of the state or certified

third-party providers to issue permts and enforce state buil di ng

codes in order to provide the services required by this act. The

council may assist in arranging for nunicipalities, counties or

third-party providers the provision of services required by this

act if a witten request fromthe governing authority of the

county or nunicipality is submtted to the council.

SECTION 3. Section 17-2-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

17-2-9. (1) The governing authority of any county or
muni ci pality shall not enforce any portion of any buil ding codes
establ i shed and/ or inposed under Sections 17-2-1 through 17-2-5
that regul ates the construction or inprovenent of industrial
facilities that are engaged in activities designated as
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manuf acturing (sectors 31-33), utilities (sector 22),

t el ecommuni cations (sector 517), bulk stations and materials
(sector 422710), crude oil pipelines (sector 486110), refined
petrol eum products pipelines (sector 486910), natural gas

pi pel i nes (sector 486210), other pipelines (sector 486990) and
nat ural gas processing plants (sector 211112), under the North
American Industry Cassification System ( NAI CS)

(2) The governing authority of any county or nunicipality
shall not enforce any portion of any building codes established
and/ or inposed under Sections 17-2-1 through 17-2-5 which
regul ates the construction or inprovenent of buildings |ocated on
nonpubl i c fairgrounds or the construction or inprovenent of
bui Il dings | ocated on the Neshoba County Fairgrounds in Neshoba
County, M ssi ssi ppi.

(3) The governing authority of any county or nunicipality
shall not enforce any portion of any building codes established
and/ or inposed under Sections 17-2-1 through 17-2-5 which
regul ates the construction or inprovenent of a private unattached
out door recreational structure, such as a hunting or fishing canp.

In order for a structure to qualify as a "hunting canp" or

"fishing canp” under the provisions of this subsection, the owner

must file wth the board of supervisors of the county in which the

structure is located his signed affidavit stating under oath that

the structure is a hunting canp or fishing canp, as the case nmay

be, that he is the owner or an owner of the canp and that the canp

is located in an unincorporated area of the county within, near or

in close proximty to | and upon which hunting or fishing

activities legally nmay take pl ace.

(4) The governing authority of any county or nunicipality
shall not enforce any portion of any building codes established
and/ or inposed under Sections 17-2-1 through 17-2-5 which
regul ates the construction or inprovenent of manufactured housing
built according to the Federal Manufactured Hone Construction and

Saf ety Standards Act.

H B. 753
PAGE 5



202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236

(5) The governing authorities of Pearl River County or any

municipality within such county shall not enforce any portion of

any buil di ng codes established and/or inposed under Sections

17-2-1 through 17-2-5 which prohibits the use of or requires

buil ding permt approval for the use of salvage | unber or green

cut tinber in building construction provided such tinber is for

personal use and is not for sale.

SECTION 4. Section 17-2-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

17-2-1. (1) The counties of Jackson, Harrison, Hancock,
Stone and Pearl River, including all municipalities therein, shal
enforce, on an energency basis, all the wind and flood mtigation
requi renents prescribed by the 2003 International Residential Code
and the 2003 International Building Code, as suppl enented.

(2) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (4) of this
section, energency wind and flood building requirenents inposed in
this section shall remain in force until the county board of
supervi sors or nunici pal governing authorities, as the case may
be, adopts as m ni mum nandatory codes the | atest editions of the
codes described in subsection (3)(a) of this section. Except as
ot herwi se provided in subsection (4) of this section, the wind and
flood mtigation requirenents inposed by this section shall be
enforced by the county board of supervisors or nunicipal governing
authorities, as the case nay be.

(3) (a) A county board of supervisors or nunicipa
governing authorities, as the case may be, described in subsection
(1) of this section shall adopt as m ni mum codes the | atest
editions of the foll ow ng:

(1) International Building Code and the standards
referenced in that code for regulation of construction within
these counties. The appendices of that code may be adopted as
needed, but the specific appendi x or appendi ces nust be referenced
by nane or letter designation at the tinme of adoption.

(i1) International Residential Code (IRC) and the
standards referenced in that code are included for regul ation of
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construction within these counties. The appendices of that code
may be adopted as needed, but the specific appendi x or appendi ces
nmust be referenced by nane or letter designation at the tinme of
adoption, with the exception of Appendix J, Existing Buildings and
Structures, which is hereby adopted by this reference.

(b) In addition to any ot her codes required under this
section, a county board of supervisors or municipal governing
authorities, as the case may be, described in subsection (1) of
this section may adopt the latest editions of any of the
fol | ow ng:

(i) Codes established by the M ssissippi Building
Code Counci | .

(ii1) Oher nationally recogni zed codes addressing

matters such as electrical, plunbing, nmechanical, fire and fue
gas.

(4) The provisions of this section shall go into effect
thirty (30) days fromthe effective date of this chapter
However, within sixty (60) days after the provisions of this
section go into effect, the board of supervisors of a county
and/or the governing authorities of any nmunicipality within a
county, upon resolution duly adopted and entered upon its m nutes,
may choose not to be subject to the code requirenents inposed
under this section.

SECTION 5. Section 19-5-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

19-5-9. The construction codes published by a nationally
recogni zed code group which sets m ni num st andards and has the
proper provisions to maintain up-to-date anmendnents are adopted as
m ni mum st andard gui des for building, plunbing, electrical, gas,
sanitary, and other related codes in Mssissippi. Any county
within the State of Mssissippi, in the discretion of the board of
supervi sors, nmay adopt buil di ng codes, plunbing codes, electrical
codes, sanitary codes, or other related codes dealing with general
public health, safety or welfare, or a conbination of the sane,

Wi thin but not |ess stringent than the provisions of the codes
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adopt ed by the M ssissippi Building Code Council, by order or

resolution in the manner prescribed in this section, but those
codes so adopted shall apply only to the unincorporated areas of
the county. However, those codes shall not apply to the erection,
mai nt enance, repair or extension of farm buildings or farm
structures, except as may be required under the terns of the

"Fl ood Disaster Protection Act of 1973," and shall apply to a
mast er planned community as defined in Section 19-5-10 only to the
extent allowed in Section 19-5-10. The provisions of this section
shall not be construed to authorize the adoption of any code which
applies to the installation, repair or nmaintenance of electric

W res, pipelines, apparatus, equipnment or devices by or for a
utility rendering public utility services, required by it to be
utilized in the rendition of its duly authorized service to the
public. Before any such code shall be adopted, it shall be either
printed or typewitten and shall be presented in panphlet formto
the board of supervisors at a regular neeting. The order or

resol ution adopting the code shall not set out the code in full,
but shall nerely identify the sanme. The vote or passage of the
order or resolution shall be the sanme as on any ot her order or
resolution. After its adoption, the code or codes shall be
certified to by the president and clerk of the board of

supervi sors and shall be filed as a permanent record in the office
of the clerk who shall not be required to transcribe and record
the sane in the mnute book as other orders and resol utions.

All provisions of this section shall apply to anendnents and
revisions of the codes nentioned in this section. The provisions
of this section shall be in addition and suppl enental to any
exi sting |l aws authorizing the adoption, anmendnent or revision of
county orders, resolutions or codes.

Any code adopted under the provisions of this section shal
not be in operation or force until sixty (60) days have el apsed
fromthe adoption of sane; however, any code adopted for the
i mredi ate preservation of the public health, safety and general
wel fare may be effective fromand after its adoption by a
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unani nous vote of the nenbers of the board. Wthin five (5) days
after the adoption or passage of an order or resolution adopting
that code or codes the clerk of the board of supervisors shal
publish in a | egal newspaper published in the county the full text
of the order or resolution adopting and approving the code, and
the publication shall be inserted at | east three (3) tinmes, and
shall be conpleted within thirty (30) days after the passage of
the order or resol ution.

Any person or persons objecting to the code or codes may
object in witing to the provisions of the code or codes within
sixty (60) days after the passage of the order or resol ution
approving sane, and if the board of supervisors adjudicates that
ten percent (10% or nore of the qualified electors residing in
the affected unincorporated areas of the county have objected in
witing to the code or codes, then in such event the code shall be
i noperative and not in effect unless adopted for the i medi ate
preservation of the public health, safety and general welfare
until approved by a special election called by the board of
supervi sors as other special elections are called and conducted by
the el ection comm ssioners of the county as other speci al
el ections are conducted, the special election to be participated
in by all the qualified electors of the county residing in the
uni ncor porated areas of the county. |If the voters approve the
code or codes in the special election it shall be in force and in
operation thereafter until anmended or nodified as provided in this
section. |If the majority of the qualified electors voting in the
speci al election vote against the code or codes, then, in such
event, the code or codes shall be void and of no force and effect,
and no other code or codes dealing with that subject shall be
adopt ed under the provisions of this section until at |east two
(2) years thereafter.

After any such code shall take effect the board of
supervisors is authorized to enploy such directors and ot her

personnel as the board, in its discretion, deens necessary and to
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expend general county funds or any other funds available to the
board to fulfill the purposes of this section.

For the purpose of pronoting health, safety, norals or the
general welfare of the comunity, the governing authority of any
municipality, and, with respect to the unincorporated part of any
county, the governing authority of any county, in its discretion,
are enpowered to regul ate the height, nunber of stories and size
of building and other structures, the percentage of |ot that may
be occupied, the size of the yards, courts and ot her open spaces,
the density or popul ation, and the | ocation and use of buil dings,
structures and land for trade, industry, residence or other
pur poses, but no permts shall be required except as may be
requi red under the terns of the "Flood D saster Protection Act of
1973" for the erection, maintenance, repair or extension of farm
buil dings or farm structures outside the corporate |imts of
muni ci palities.

The authority granted in this section is cunulative and
suppl enental to any other authority granted by | aw.

Not wi t hst andi ng any provision of this section to the
contrary, any code adopted by a county before or after April 12,
2001, is subject to the provisions of Section 41-26-14(10).

Not wi t hst andi ng any provision of this section to the
contrary, the Boards of Supervisors of Jackson, Harrison, Hancock,
Stone and Pearl River Counties shall enforce the requirenents
i nposed under Section 17-2-1 as provided in such section.

SECTION 6. (1) Effective July 1, 2007, a rate filing for

residential property insurance nust include actuarially reasonabl e
di scounts, credits or other rate differentials, or appropriate
reductions in deductibles, for properties on which fixtures or
construction techni ques denonstrated to reduce the anount of |oss
in a wi ndstorm have been installed or inplenmented. The fixtures
or construction techniques shall include, but not be limted to,
fixtures or construction techni ques that enhance roof strength,
roof covering performance, roof-to-wall strength,

wal | -to-fl oor-to-foundation strength, opening protection, and
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wi ndow, door and skylight strength. Credits, discounts or other
rate differentials for fixtures and construction techni ques that
neet the mnimumrequirenents of the International Residential
Code or the International Building Code nust be included in the
rate filing. Al insurance conpanies nust make a rate filing that
includes the credits, discounts or other rate differentials by
January 1, 2008. By January 1, 2009, the Departnment of I|nsurance
shal |l reevaluate the discounts, credits, other rate differentials
and appropriate reductions in deductibles for fixtures and
construction techniques that nmeet the m nimumrequirenents of the
I nternational Residential Code or the International Building Code,
based upon actual experience or any other loss relativity studies
available to the departnent. The departnment shall determ ne the
di scounts, credits, other rate differentials and appropriate
reductions in deductibles that reflect the full actuarial val ue of
that reval uation, which may be used by insurers in rate filings.
(2) (a) Arate filing for residential property insurance
made on or before the inplenentation of paragraph (b) may include
rate factors that reflect the manner in which building code
enforcenent in a particular jurisdiction addresses the risk of
wi nd damage. However, that rate filing also nmust provide for
variations fromthose rate factors on an individual basis based on
an inspection of a particular structure by a |licensed hone
i nspector, which inspection may be at the cost of the insured.

(b) Arate filing for residential property insurance
made nore than one hundred fifty (150) days after approval by the
departnent of a building code rating factor plan submtted by a
statew de rating organi zation shall include positive and negative
rate factors that reflect the manner in which building code
enforcenent in a particular jurisdiction addresses risk of w nd
damage. The rate filing shall include variations from standard
rate factors on an individual basis based on inspection of a
particul ar structure by a licensed hone inspector. [If an
i nspection is requested by the insured, the insurer nay require
the insured to pay the reasonable cost of the inspection. This
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paragraph applies to structures constructed or renovated after the
i npl enentation of this paragraph.

(c) The prem umnotice shall specify the anount by
whi ch the rate has been adjusted as a result of this subsection
and al so shall specify the maxi num possi ble positive and negative
adj ustnents that are approved for use by the insurer under this
subsecti on.

(3) An insurer may not wite a residential property
i nsurance policy wthout providing hurricane or w ndstorm
coverage. This subsection does not apply with respect to risks
| ocated in the Coast area that are eligible for coverage by the
M ssi ssi ppi Wndstorm Underwiting Associ ati on established under
Section 83-34-1 et seq.

(4) (a) It is the intent of the Legislature to provide a
program by whi ch honeowners nmay obtain an eval uation of the w nd
resi stance of their homes with respect to preventing danage from
hurricanes, together wth a recommendati on of reasonabl e steps
that nay be taken to upgrade their honmes to better wthstand
hurricane force w nds.

(b) To the extent that funds are provided for this
pur pose, the Legislature authorizes the establishnent of a program
to be adm nistered by the M ssissippi Wndstorm Underwiting
Associ ation for honmeowners insured in the Coast area as defined in
Section 83-34-1 et seq.

(c) The program may provide grants to honmeowners, for
t he purpose of providing homeowner applicants with funds to
conduct an evaluation of the integrity of their honmes with respect
to withstanding hurricane force wi nds, recommendations to retrofit
the homes to better withstand danage fromthose w nds, and the
estimated cost to make the recommended retrofits.

(d) The departnent shall establish by rule standards to
govern the quality of the evaluation, the quality of the
recommendations for retrofitting, the eligibility of the persons
conducting the evaluation, and the selection of applicants under

the program In establishing the standards, the departnent shal

H B. 753
PAGE 12



446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477
478
479
480

consult with the State Departnment of Audit to mnimze the
possibility of fraud or abuse in the evaluation and retrofitting
process, and to ensure that funds spent by honmeowners acting on
the recommendati ons achi eve positive results.

(e) The M ssissippi Wndstorm Underwriting Association
shall identify areas of this state with the greatest wind risk to
residential properties and recommend annually to the departnent
priority target areas for those evaluations and inclusion with the
associ ated residential construction mtigation program

(f) Discounts must be used wi thout any nodifications,
unl ess they are supported by detailed alternative studies.

SECTION 7. There is established within the Departnent of

| nsurance a Conprehensive Hurricane Damage M tigation Program
This section does not create an entitlenent for property owners or
obligate the state in any way to fund the inspection or
retrofitting of residential property or conmercial property in
this state. Inplenentation of this programis subject to the
availability of funds that may be appropriated by the Legislature
for this purpose. The program shall devel op and inplenent a

conpr ehensi ve and coordi nated approach for hurricane damage
mtigation that shall include the follow ng:

(a) Cost-benefit study on wind hazard mtigation
construction neasures. The performance of a cost-benefit study to
establish the nost appropriate wind hazard mtigation construction
measures for both new construction and the retrofitting of
exi sting construction for both residential and conmerci al
facilities within the w nd-borne debris regions of M ssissippi.
The reconmended w nd construction techni ques shall be based on
both the newly adopted M ssissippi building code sections for w nd
| oad design and the w nd-borne debris region. The |ist of
construction nmeasures to be considered for evaluation in the
cost-benefit study shall be based on scientifically established
and sound, but comon, construction techni ques that go above and
beyond the basic recommendations in the adopted buil di ng codes.

This allows residents to utilize nmultiple options that wll
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further reduce risk and loss and still be awarded for their
endeavors with appropriate w nd insurance discounts. It is
recommended that existing accepted scientific studies that
val idate the wi nd hazard construction techni ques benefits and
effects be taken into consideration when establishing the |ist of
construction techni ques that honmeowners and busi ness owners can
enploy. This will ensure that only established construction
measures that have been studied and nodel ed as successf ul
mtigation neasures will be considered to reduce the chance of
i ncluding risky or unsound data that wll cost both the property
owner and state unnecessary |osses. The cost-benefit study shal
be based on actual construction cost data collected for both
several types of residential construction and commerci al
construction materials, building techniques and designs that are
comon to the region. The study shall provide as nuch information
as possible that will enhance the data and options provided to the
public, so that honmeowners and busi ness owners can nmaeke i nforned
and educated decisions as to their level of involvenent. Based on
the construction data, nodeling shall be performed on a variety of
residential and commercial designs, so that a broad enough
representative spectrumof data can be obtained. A report shal
be provided that wll establish tables of data reflecting
actuarially reasonable | evels of wind insurance discounts (in
percentages) for each mtigation construction
t echni que/ conbi nati on of techniques. Additional data that wll
enhance the program such as studies to reflect property val ue
increases for retrofitting or building to the established w nd
hazard mtigation construction techni ques and cost conpari son data
collected to establish the value of this program against the
investnment required to include the mtigation nmeasures, also shal
be provi ded.

(b) Wnd certification and hurricane mtigation
I nspections.

(i) Hone-retrofit inspections of site-built,

residential property, including single-famly, two-famly,
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three-famly or four-famly residential units, and for a set of
representative comercial facilities shall be offered to determ ne
what mitigation neasures are needed and what inprovenents to
existing residential properties are needed to reduce the
property's vulnerability to hurricane danage. A state program

w Il be established within the Departnment of Insurance to provide
honmeowners and busi ness owners wind certification and hurricane
mtigation inspections. The inspections provided to honeowners
and business owners, at a mninmum nust include:

1. A hone inspection and report that
summari zes the results and identifies corrective actions a
homeowner may take to mtigate hurricane danmage.

2. A range of cost estimates regardi ng the
mtigation features.

3. Insurer-specific information regarding
prem um di scounts correlated to recomended mtigation features
identified by the inspection.

4. A hurricane resistance rating scale
specifying the honme's current as well as projected wind resistance
capabilities.

This data shall be provided by trained and certified
i nspectors in standardi zed reporting formats and forns regardl ess
of the insurer involved with the property owner to ensure all data
coll ected during inspections is equivalent in style and content
that allows construction data, estimtes and di scount information
to be easily assimlated into a database. It also ensures
consi stency of the programinformation for the consuners when
dealing with nore than one (1) insurance conpany for the
conpari son of services or when changing policies. Data pertaining
to the nunber of inspections, inspection reports and consuners
participating in the programshall be stored in a state database
for evaluation of the programis success and review of state goals

in reducing wind hazard loss in the state.
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(i1i) To qualify for selection by the departnent as
a provider of wind certification and hurricane mtigation
i nspections services, the entity shall, at a m ninum

1. Use wind certification and hurricane
mtigation inspectors who:

a. Have prior experience in residential
and/ or comrercial construction or inspection and have received
specialized training in hurricane mtigation procedures through
the state certified program In order to qualify for training in
the inspection process, the individual should be either a |Iicensed
bui l di ng code official, a licensed contractor in the State of
M ssissippi, or a civil engineer with a professional engineering
I'icense.

b. Have undergone drug testing and
background checks.

c. Have been certified through a state
mandat ed trai ning program in a manner satisfactory to the
departnent, to conduct the inspections.

2. Provide a quality assurance program
i ncludi ng a reinspection conponent.

3. Have data collection equi pnent and
conputer systens, so that data can be submtted electronically to
the state's database of inspection reports, insurance
certificates, and other industry information related to this
program It is mandatory that all inspectors provide original
copies to the property owner of any inspection reports, estinmates,
etc., pertaining to the inspection and keep a copy of al
i nspection materials on hand for state audits.

(c) Financial grants to retrofit properties. Financial
grants nmay be used to encourage single-famly, site-built,
owner - occupi ed, residential property owners or commercial property
owners to retrofit their properties to make them | ess vul nerabl e
to hurricane danmage.

(d) Education and consunmer awareness. Miltinedia

publ i c education, awareness and advertising efforts designed to
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specifically address mtigation techniques shall be enployed, as
wel | as a conponent to support ongoi ng consumer resources and
referral services. |In addition, all insurance conpanies shal
provide notification to their clients regarding the availability
of this program participation details, and directions to the
state Wb site pronoting the program along with appropriate
contact phone nunbers to the state agency adm nistrating the
program The notification to the clients nust be sent by the
i nsurance conpany within thirty (30) days of filing their
i nsurance di scount schedules with the Departnent of I|nsurance.
(e) Advisory council. There is created an advi sory
council to provide advice and assistance to the program
admnistrator with regard to his or her adm nistration of the
program The advisory council shall consist of:

(1) A representative of |lending institutions,
sel ected by the Departnent of Insurance froma list of at | east
three (3) persons recomended by the M ssissippi Bankers
Associ ati on.

(i1i1) A representative of residential property
insurers, selected by the Conm ssioner of |nsurance.

(tii1) A representative of hone builders, selected
by the departnent froma |list of at | east three (3) persons
recommended by the M ssissippi Honebuil ders Associ ati on.

(iv) One (1) faculty nenber of a state university,
sel ected by the departnent, who is an expert in
hurri cane-resi stant construction nethodol ogi es and materi al s.

(v) Two (2) nenbers of the House of
Representatives, selected by the Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves.

(vi) Two (2) nenbers of the Senate, selected by
t he Li eutenant Governor.

(vii) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
W ndst orm Underwriting Associ ati on.

(viii) The Director of the M ssissippi Enmergency
Managenent Agency.
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Menber s appoi nted under subparagraphs (i) through (iv) shal
serve at the pleasure of the Departnent of Insurance. Menbers
appoi nted under subparagraphs (v) and (vi) shall serve at the
pl easure of the appointing officers. Al other nenbers shal
serve as voting ex officio nenbers. Menbers of the advisory
council shall serve w thout conpensation but may receive
rei nbursenent as provided in Section 25-3-41 for per diem and
travel expenses incurred in the perfornmance of their official
duties.

(f) Rules and regul ations. The Departnent of |nsurance
shal | adopt rules and regul ati ons governi ng the Conprehensive
Hurricane Damage Mtigation Program The departnment al so shal
adopt rules and regul ations establishing priorities for grants
provi ded under this section based on objective criteria that gives
priority to reducing the state's probabl e maxi mum | oss from
hurricanes. However, pursuant to this overall goal, the
departnent may further establish priorities based on the insured
val ue of the dwelling, whether or not the dwelling is insured by
M ssi ssi ppi Wndstorm Underwriting Associ ati on and whet her or not
t he area under consideration has sufficient resources and the
ability to performthe retrofitting required.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after its passage.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 17-2-3, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE ALL MEMBERS OF THE BUI LDI NG CODES COUNCI L TO BE RESI DENTS
OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, AND TO PROVI DE THAT ANY COUNCI L
MEMBER W TH UNEXCUSED ABSENCES FOR MORE THAN THREE CONSECUTI VE
MEETI NGS SHALL BE REPLACED; TO AMEND SECTI ON 17-2-5, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE COUNTI ES AND MUNI Cl PALI TI ES THAT ADOPT OR
AMEND THEI R EXI STI NG BUI LDI NG CODES TO ADOPT THE CODES PROMULGATED
BY THE M SSI SSI PPl BUI LDI NG CODES COUNCI L; TO PROVI DE MANDATORY
M NI MUM CONSTRUCTI ON STANDARDS FOR NEW COMVERCI AL FACI LI TIES; TO
PROVI DE FOR AGREEMENTS BETWEEN MUNI Cl PALI TI ES AND COUNTI ES FOR
ENFORCEMENT OF BUI LDI NG CODES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 17-2-9,

M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PRESCRI BE CERTAI N REQUI REMENTS THAT
THE OMNER OF A HUNTI NG CAMP OR FI SHE NG CAMP MUST MEET I N ORDER TO
EXEMPT SUCH STRUCTURES FROM THE STATE BUI LDI NG CODE; TO PROH BI' T
THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TI ES OF PEARL RI VER COUNTY, OR ANY
MUNI CI PALI' TY W THI N SUCH COUNTY, FROM ENFORCI NG ANY PORTI ON OF THE
STATE BUI LDI NG CODES VWHI CH PROHI BI TS THE USE OF OR REQUI RES

BUI LDI NG PERM T APPROVAL FOR THE USE OF SALVACE LUMBER OR GREEN
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CUT TIMBER I N BU LDI NG CONSTRUCTI QN; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 17-2-1 AND
19-5-9, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY THERETO, TO

PROVI DE THAT RATE FI LI NGS FOR RESI DENTI AL PROPERTY | NSURANCE MJST
| NCLUDE DI SCOUNTS, CREDI TS OR OTHER RATE DI FFERENTI ALS FOR
PROPERTI ES ON VWHI CH CONSTRUCTI ON TECHNI QUES THAT HAVE BEEN
DEMONSTRATED TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF LOSS IN A W NDSTORM HAVE BEEN
| NSTALLED OR | MPLEMENTED; TO ESTABLI SH A PROGRAM BY VHI CH
HOVEOMNNERS MAY OBTAI N AN EVALUATI ON OF THE W ND RESI STANCE OF

THEI R HOVES W TH RESPECT TO PREVENTI NG DAMAGE FROM HURRI CANES,
TOGETHER W TH A RECOMVENDATI ON OF REASONABLE STEPS THAT MAY BE
TAKEN TO UPGRADE THEI R HOMVES TO BETTER W THSTAND HURRI CANE FORCE
W NDS; TO ESTABLI SH W THI N THE DEPARTMENT COF | NSURANCE A
COMPREHENSI VE HURRI CANE DAMAGE M Tl GATI ON PROGRAM  WHI CH SHALL
CONSI ST OF A COST-BENEFI T STUDY ON W ND HAZARD M Tl GATI ON
CONSTRUCTI ON MEASURES, W ND CERTI FI CATI ON AND HURRI CANE M Tl GATI ON
| NSPECTI ONS, FI NANCI AL GRANTS TO RETROFI T PROPERTI ES, EDUCATI ON
AND CONSUMER AWARENESS EFFORTS, AND AN ADVI SORY COUNCI L; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

SS26\ HB753A. J

John O G bert
Secretary of the Senate
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