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Adopted
AMENDMENT NO 1 PROPOSED TO

Cmte Sub for House Bill No. 728

BY: Representative Wells-Smith

AMEND after line 64 by inserting the foll ow ng | anguage:

(4) Each county court judge who desires to enpl oy support

staff after the effective date of this act shall nmke application

to the Administrative Ofice of Courts by submtting to the

Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts a proposed personnel plan setting

forth what support staff is deenmed necessary. Such plan may be

submtted by a single judge or by any conbi nati on of judges

desiring to share support staff. In the process of the

preparation of the plan, the judges, at their request, may receive

advi ce, suggestions, reconmendati ons and ot her assistance fromthe

Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts. The Adm nistrative Ofice of

Courts nust approve the positions, job descriptions and sal aries

before the positions may be filled. The Administrative Ofice of

Courts shall not approve any plan which does not first require the

expenditure of the funds in the support staff fund for

conpensati on of any of the support staff before expenditure is

aut hori zed of county funds for that purpose. Upon approval by the

Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, the judge or judges may appoi nt

t he enpl oyees to the position or positions, and each enpl oyee so

appointed will work at the will and pleasure of the judge or

j udges who appointed himbut will be enpl oyees of the

Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts. Upon approval by the
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Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, the appointnent of any support

staff shall be evidenced by the entry of an order on the m nutes

of the court. \When support staff is appointed jointly by two (2)

or nore judges, the order setting forth any appoi ntnent shall be

entered on the mnutes of each participating court.

(5) The Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall devel op and

promul gate m ni mum qual ifications for the certification of court

adm nistrators. Any court adm ni strator appointed on or after the

effective date of this act, shall be required to be certified by

the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts.

(6) Support staff shall receive conpensation pursuant to

personnel policies established by the Adm nistrative Ofice of

Courts; however, fromand after the effective date of this act,

the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall allocate fromthe

support staff fund an anount of Sixty Thousand Dol | ars

($60, 000. 00) per fiscal year (July 1 through June 30) per judge

for whom support staff is approved for the funding of support

staff assigned to a judge or judges. Any enpl oynent pursuant to

this subsection shall be subject to the provisions of Section

25-1-53.

The Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts may approve expenditure

fromthe fund for additional equi pnent for support staff appointed

pursuant to this section in any year in which the allocation per

judge is sufficient to neet the equi pnent expense after provision

for the conpensation of the support staff.

(7) For the purposes of this section, the followng terns

shal | have the neani ngs ascri bed herein unless the context clearly

requi res ot herw se:

(a) "Support staff" nmeans court adm nistrators, |aw

clerks, legal research assistants or secretaries, resource

adm ni strator and/ or case nmanagers appoi nted by a youth court
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judge, or any conbination thereof, but shall not nmean school

attendance officers; and

(b) "Conpensation"” neans the gross salary plus al

anounts paid for benefits or otherwise as a result of enpl oynent

or as required by enploynent; provided, however, that only salary

earned for services rendered shall be reported and credited for

Publ i ¢ Enpl oyees' Retirenent System purposes. Anounts paid for

benefits or otherw se, including reinbursenent for travel

expenses, shall not be reported or credited for retirenent

pur poses.

(8) Title to all tangible property, excepting stanps,

stationery and m nor expendable office supplies, procured with

funds aut horized by this section, shall be and forever remain in

the State of M ssissippi to be used by the judge during the term

of his office and thereafter by his successors.

AMEND FURTHER the title by inserting the follow ng | anguage
after the semicolon on line 3: "TO | NCLUDE COUNTY COURT JUDGES
AMONG THOSE FOR WHOM AN OFFI CE ALLOWANCE | S APPROPRI ATED; "
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