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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MADAM PRESI DENT AND MR, SPEAKER

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anendnents to the
followi ng entitled BILL:

S. B. No. 3136: Appropriation; Tax Conmm ssion.
We, therefore, respectfully submt the follow ng report and recomendati on:
1. That the House recede fromits Amendnent No. 1.

2. That the Senate and House adopt the foll ow ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. The followi ng sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
CGeneral Fund not otherw se appropriated, for the purpose of
defrayi ng the expenses of the State Tax Comm ssion, including the
Honest ead Exenption Division, the Mdtor Vehicle Conptroller
functions, the Al coholic Beverage Control Division and the Bureau
of Tel ecommuni cations for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007,
and ending June 30, 2008...................... $ 47, 322, 029. 00.

SECTION 2. The followi ng sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the special
fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the State Tax
Comm ssion which are collected by or otherw se becone avail abl e
for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the comm ssion for
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, and endi ng June 30,

2008. . . $ 6,474, 079. 00.

SECTION 3. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Sections 1 and 2, not nore than the anobunts set forth bel ow shal
be expended for the respective najor objects or purposes of
expendi t ure:

MAJOR OBJECTS OF EXPENDI TURE

Per sonal Servi ces:

Sal ari es, Wages and Fringe Benefits.. $ 37, 839, 633. 00
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Travel and Subsistence................ 1,579, 984. 00
Contractual Services....................... 12,413, 621. 00
Commodities. ... ... 1, 560, 270. 00
Capital CQutlay:

O her Than Equipnent.................. 0. 00
Equipnment . ........ .. .. ... 362, 000. 00
Vehicles. ... ... ... . . .. .. . 40, 000. 00
W rel ess Communication Devices........ 0. 00
Subsi dies, Loans and Grants................ 600. 00
Total ... $ 53, 796, 108. 00
FUNDI NG
General Funds............ ... ... ... . .. ... $ 47,322, 029. 00
Special Funds........... ... . .. . .. . .. . . .. 6,474,079. 00
Total ... $ 53, 796, 108. 00

AUTHORI ZED PCSI Tl ONS:

Per manent : Full Time............ 770
Part Time............ 6
Time-Limted: Full Tinme............ 0
Part Time............ 0

Funds are provided herein to adjust the Variable Conpensation
Plan to ensure that all full-tinme enployees receive a pay increase
equal to the realignnent conponent of the Variable Conpensation
Pl an or One Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($1,500.00), whichever
is greater, to be awarded on July 1, 2007.

Wth the funds herein appropriated, it is the intention of
the Legislature that it shall be the agency’s responsibility to
make certain that funds required to be appropriated for "Personal
Services" for Fiscal Year 2009 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2008
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless prograns or positions
are added to the agency’s Fiscal Year 2008 budget by the
M ssi ssi ppi Legislature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice, the State Personnel Board shal
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determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
that no single personnel action increases this projected annual
cost and/or the Fiscal Year 2008 appropriations for "Personal
Servi ces" when annualized, with the exception of escal ated funds
and educational benchmarks. |If, at the time the agency takes any
action to change "Personal Services", the State Personnel Board
determ nes that the agency has taken an action which woul d cause
the agency to exceed this projected annual cost or the Fiscal Year
2008 "Personal Services" appropriated |evel, when annualized, then
only those actions which reduce the projected annual cost and/or
the appropriation requirement will be processed by the State
Personnel Board until such tine as the requirenents of this
provision are net. On January 1, 2008, the State Personnel Board
wi |l make adjustnents to the structure side of the conpliance
report based on data provided by the Legislative Budget Ofice in
order for agencies to award educati onal benchmarks.

Any transfers or escal ations shall be made in accordance with
the terns, conditions and procedures established by |aw or
al l owabl e under the terns set forth within this act. The State
Per sonnel Board shall not escal ate positions wthout witten
approval fromthe Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration. The
Depart ment of Finance and Adm nistration shall not provide witten
approval to escalate any funds for salaries and/or positions
W t hout proof of availability of new or additional funds above the
appropriated | evel.

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be
used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this

act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.
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SECTION 4. It shall be the duty of the Chairman of the State
Tax Comm ssion, and he is hereby enpowered to select in the manner
provi ded by Section 27-3-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, such
enpl oyees as nay be necessary to the admnistration of all acts
relating to the exenption of honmesteads and the rei nbursenent of
tax losses to the several taxing units of the state, and to assign
themto the use of the State Tax Comm ssion

SECTION 5. The noney herein appropriated may be used for any
expenses which the comm ssion may legally incur. Provided,
however, that no part of the noney herein appropriated shall be
used for the paynent of attorney's fees, except upon
recommendati on of the Governor with the approval of the Attorney
General, nor shall any of said funds be used either directly or
indirectly for the purpose of paying any clerk, stenographer,
assi stant, deputy or other enployee who nmay be rel ated by bl ood or
marriage within the third degree, conputed by the rule of civil
law, to the official enploying or having the right of enploynent
or selection thereof, except that when the relationship is by
affinity and the person is dead through whomthe relationship was
established, this rule shall not apply. |In the event of any such
paynment, then the official or person approving and nmaki ng such
paynent shall be liable to return to the State of M ssissippi and
to pay into the State Treasury to the credit of the General Fund
three (3) times any such anount so paid to be recovered at suit by
the Attorney Ceneral.

SECTION 6. The followi ng sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
CGeneral Fund not otherw se appropriated, to the State Tax
Comm ssion for the purpose of reinbursing the counties of the
state, the road districts and school districts therein and the
muni ci pal separate school districts, for tax | osses incurred by
reason of the exenption of homes fromcertain ad val oremtaxes
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under the provisions of Section 27-33-1 et seq., M ssissippi Code
of 1972, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, and endi ng
June 30, 2008. ... ... .. $ 84, 000, 000. 00.

SECTION 7. Each county, road district, school district and
muni ci pal separate school district which has incurred a tax |oss
that is reinbursable under Section 6 shall be reinbursed a sum
which is equivalent to the anmount of tax | oss produced by the
application of tax rates annually fixed for maintenance and
current expenses to the assessed val ue of hones, or so nuch
t hereof as has been lawfully authorized under the provisions of
Section 27-33-1 et seq., M ssissippi Code of 1972.

The di sbursenments fromthe funds appropriated under the
provi sions of Section 6 shall be based upon the certificates
required of the clerks of the county boards of supervisors and of
the clerks of the nmunicipalities, which certificates shall conform
strictly in every respect to the requirenents of the provisions of
Section 27-33-1 et seq., M ssissippi Code of 1972.

All disbursenents fromthe funds appropriated under the
provi sions of Section 6 shall be made strictly in accordance with
the provisions of Section 27-33-1 et seq., M ssissippi Code of
1972, and no di sbursenents other than those clearly authorized by
t hose sections shall be made, the provisions of any other law to
the contrary notw t hst andi ng.

SECTION 8. The followi ng sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
CGeneral Fund not otherw se appropriated, to the License Tag
Comm ssion for the purchase and delivery of notor vehicle |icense
tags for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, and ending
June 30, 2008. .. ... .. $ 1, 860, 000. 00.

SECTION 9. None of the funds appropriated in Section 8 shal
be expended to purchase notor vehicle |license tags nade or
manuf actured by any departnent, agency or instrunentality of a
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state other than the State of M ssissippi. None of the funds
appropriated in this section shall be used for the purchase of
bolts, nuts or other fastening devices for attaching said notor
vehicle |license tags. Provided, further, that all notor vehicles
bel onging to any state departnent, agency, conmm ssion, institution
or any other division of State Governnent shall have |license tags
whi ch shall bear the words "State Property"” at the bottom of such
| i cense tags.

SECTION 10. O the funds appropriated under the provisions
of Section 8, not nore than the anmounts set forth bel ow shall be
expended for the respective ngjor objects or purposes of
expendi ture:

MAJOR OBJECTS OF EXPENDI TURE

Per sonal Servi ces:

Sal ari es, Wages and Fringe Benefits.. $ 0. 00
Travel and Subsistence................ 0. 00
Contractual Services....................... 0. 00
Commodities. . ... 1, 860, 000. 00

Capital CQutl ay:

O her Than Equipnent.................. 0. 00
Equipnment . ........ .. .. ... 0. 00
Vehicles. ... ... ... . . . . . 0. 00
W rel ess Communication Devices........ 0. 00
Subsi dies, Loans and Grants................ 0. 00
Total ... 1, 860, 000. 00

SECTION 11. The Executive Director of the State Tax
Comm ssion may authorize increases in any major objects to any
ot her maj or objects in any anobunts deened necessary for the
ef ficient managenent and operation of their budget, provided that
the total spending authority remains unchanged after such
transfers and the total of such transfers into any major object do
not exceed twenty-five percent (25% of the original appropriated
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anount for that major object plus any escal ati ons of spendi ng
authority that have occurred during any given fiscal year.
However, no transfers shall be authorized which increase the nmgjor
obj ect of expenditure "Sal aries, Wages and Fringe Benefits."

SECTION 12. It is the intention of the Legislature that
whenever two (2) or nore bids are received by this agency for the
purchase of comodities or equi pnment, and whenever all things
stated in such received bids are equal with respect to price,
quality and service, the M ssissippi Industries for the Blind
shall be given preference. A simlar preference shall be given to
the M ssissippi Industries for the Blind whenever purchases are
made w t hout conpetitive bids.

SECTION 13. The noney herein appropriated shall be paid by
the State Treasurer out of any noney in the State Treasury to the
credit of the proper fund or funds as set forth in this act, upon
warrants issued by the State Fiscal Oficer; and the State Fi scal
O ficer shall issue his warrants upon requisitions signed by the
proper person, officer or officers, in the manner provided by |aw

SECTION 14. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYI NG
THE EXPENSES OF THE STATE TAX COWM SSI ON, | NCLUDI NG THE HOMESTEAD
EXEMPTI ON DI VI SI ON, THE MOTOR VEH CLE COVPTROLLER FUNCTI ONS, THE
ALCCOHCLI C BEVERACGE CONTROL DI VI SI ON, AND THE BUREAU OF
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS; FOR THE PURPOSE OF REI MBURSI NG THE COUNTI ES,
COUNTY DI STRI CTS AND MUNI Cl PAL SEPARATE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS FOR TAX
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LOSSES | NCURRED BY REASON OF THE EXEMPTI ON OF HOMES FROM CERTAI N
AD VALOREM TAXES; AND FOR THE PURPCSE OF PURCHASI NG MOTOR VEHI CLE
LI CENSE TAGS, FOR FI SCAL YEAR 2008.

CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE

X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)

Gor don Stringer

X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)

Ki r by Fl aggs

X ('Sl GNED) X (S| GNED)

Fl ower s Mar kham
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