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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MR, SPEAKER AND MADAM PRESI DENT:

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anendnents to the
followi ng entitled BILL:

H B. No. 1703: Appropriation; Departnent of Marine Resources.
We, therefore, respectfully submt the follow ng report and recomendati on:
1. That the Senate recede fromits Amendnent No. 1.

2. That the House and Senate adopt the foll ow ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the foll ow ng:

SECTION 1. The followi ng sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
General Fund not otherw se appropriated, for the support and
mai nt enance of the Departnment of Marine Resources for the fisca
year beginning July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2008............

............................................. $ 1,977, 173. 00.

SECTION 2. The followi ng sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in any speci al
fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the Departnent of
Mari ne Resources for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, and
ending June 30, 2008.......... .. .. .. .. ... $ 8,713, 284. 00.

O the funds appropriated in this section, Three MIIlion
Fifty Thousand Dol l ars ($3,050,000.00) is derived fromthe state
exci se taxes upon gasoline, oil and other petrol eum products.

SECTION 3. Wth the funds appropriated under the provisions
of Sections 1 and 2, not nore than the anounts set forth bel ow
shal | be expended for the respective najor objects or purposes of
expendi t ure:

MAJOR OBJECTS OF EXPENDI TURE

Per sonal Servi ces:

Sal ari es, Wages and Fringe Benefits.. $ 7,478, 215. 00
Travel and Subsistence................ 79, 653. 00
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Contractual Services............ ... . ... . .... 1, 849, 954. 00
Commodi ti €S. . ... 579, 530. 00
Capital CQutlay:

O her Than Equipnent.................. 1, 000. 00
Equipnment . ........ .. .. ... 171, 105. 00
Vehicles. ... ... ... . . .. .. . 230, 000. 00
W rel ess Communication Devices........ 1, 000. 00
Subsi dies, Loans and Grants................ 300, 000. 00
Total ... $ 10, 690, 457. 00
FUNDI NG
General Funds............ ... ... ... . .. ... $ 1,977,173.00
Special Funds.......... ... .. .. . .. . .. . . .. 8,713, 284. 00
Total ... $ 10, 690, 457. 00

AUTHORI ZED PCSI Tl ONS:

Per manent : Full Time............ 112
Part Time............ 0
Time-Limted: Full Tinme............ 33
Part Time............ 3

Each Marine Conservation O ficer and Supervisor shall be
furni shed an al |l owance for unifornms not to exceed Five Hundred
Dol I ars ($500. 00) per annum

Funds are provided herein to adjust the Variabl e Conpensation
Plan to ensure that all full-tinme enployees receive a pay increase
equal to the realignnent conponent of the Variable Conpensation
Pl an or One Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($1, 500.00), whichever
is greater, to be awarded on July 1, 2007.

Wth the funds herein appropriated, it is the intention of
the Legislature that it shall be the agency’s responsibility to
make certain that funds required to be appropriated for "Personal
Services" for Fiscal Year 2009 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2008
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless prograns or positions
are added to the agency’s Fiscal Year 2008 budget by the
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M ssi ssippi Legislature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice, the State Personnel Board shal
determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
that no single personnel action increases this projected annual
cost and/or the Fiscal Year 2008 appropriations for "Personal
Servi ces" when annualized, with the exception of escal ated funds
and educational benchmarks. [If, at the time the agency takes any
action to change "Personal Services", the State Personnel Board
determ nes that the agency has taken an action which woul d cause
the agency to exceed this projected annual cost or the Fiscal Year
2008 "Personal Services" appropriated |evel, when annualized, then
only those actions which reduce the projected annual cost and/or
the appropriation requirement will be processed by the State
Personnel Board until such tine as the requirenents of this
provision are net. On January 1, 2008, the State Personnel Board
w || rmake adjustnents to the structure side of the conpliance
report based on data provided by the Legislative Budget Ofice in
order for agencies to award educati onal benchmarks.

Any transfers or escal ations shall be made in accordance with
the terns, conditions and procedures established by |aw or
al l owabl e under the terns set forth within this act. The State
Per sonnel Board shall not escal ate positions wthout witten
approval fromthe Departnent of Finance and Admi nistration. The
Department of Finance and Adm ni stration shall not provide witten
approval to escalate any funds for salaries and/or positions
W t hout proof of availability of new or additional funds above the
appropriated | evel.

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be

used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
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bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this
act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.

SECTION 4. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Department of Marine Resources shall maintain conplete accounting
and personnel records related to the expenditure of all funds
appropriated under this act and that such records shall be in the
same format and | evel of detail as mamintained for Fiscal Year
2007. It is further the intention of the Legislature that the
agency's budget request for Fiscal Year 2009 shall be submtted to
the Joint Legislative Budget Commttee in a format and | evel of
detail conparable to the format and | evel of detail provided
during the Fiscal Year 2008 budget request process.

SECTION 5. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Department of Marine Resources shall have the authority to
recei ve, budget and expend funds from any source that nmay becone
avai lable to the departnent in accordance with the rules and
regul ati ons of the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration in a
manner consistent with the escal ation of federal funds.

SECTION 6. In addition to all other suns heretofore
appropriated, the following sum or so nuch thereof as nay be
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
Treasury to the credit of the Tidelands Fund No. 3452 to the
Department of Marine Resources for the purpose of defraying the
expenses of the tidelands projects for the fiscal year begi nning
July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2008........... $ 7,000, 000. 00.

O the funds appropriated within this section, One MIIlion
Fi ve Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 500, 000. 00) shall be designated
for the Deer I|Island paynent. The remai ning bal ance shall be
al l ocated as foll ows:

Depart ment of Marine Resources Prograns

and Matching...................... $ 2,500, 000. 00
Management . . ... .. $ 1, 000, 000. 00
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Access Projects......... ... ... .. $ 2,000, 000. 00

Each political subdivision receiving funds authorized in this
section shall be held responsible for conplying with Secti on
29-15-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and shall be subject to an
audit by the State Auditor and shall submt detailed reports
begi nning June 30, and every six (6) nonths thereafter for the
duration of the project to the Departnent of Marine Resources on
how funds authorized in this section were expended.

It is the intention of the Legislature that any political
subdi vi sion seeking to qualify for tidelands funds for the
subsequent fiscal year shall submt a proposal to the Departnent
of Marine Resources no later than July 1, 2007. Al proposals
submtted will be reviewed and eval uated by the Departnent of
Mari ne Resources in accordance to departnent plans and procedures.
Mul ti phased projects, nmultiyear projects, proposed projects with
hi gh dol |l ar value and projects that have a record of stacking
funds shall be considered as |ow priority projects when eval uat ed.

SECTION 7. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
comm ssion shall place any special trust funds appropriated to the
departnent in a special trust fund and the interest earned on the
principal shall be credited to the special trust fund. Mnies in
the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall be retained in the
special trust fund for use in the next succeeding fiscal year.

The departnent may use the interest earned on the fund to pay
reasonabl e costs for admnistering the fund and rel ated projects.
SECTION 8. It is the intention of the Legislature that

ti del ands funds not otherw se appropriated shall be used for

addi tional funding of tideland projects and the adm nistration

t hereof by the Departnment of Marine Resources. Expenditures of
excess tidel ands funds by the Departnent of Marine Resources for
suppl enental and additional funding and adm nistration of

tidel ands projects heretofore or hereafter proposed is authorized
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and approved. The Departnent of Marine Resources may escal ate the
Ti del ands Fund in an anmount not to exceed Ei ght Hundred Thousand
Dol I ars ($800, 000.00) for the purposes outlined in this section.

It is the intention of the Legislature that the Departnent of
Mari ne Resources be allowed to nake necessary transfers fromthe
Subsi di es, Loans and Grants category of expenditures to any other
categories of expenditures for the purpose of expending tidel ands
f unds.

SECTION 9. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Departnent of Marine Resources has the authorization to nove
ti del ands funds between approved projects upon request fromentity
and proper conpletion of Form TTF-6 docunentati on.

SECTION 10. It is the intention of the Legislature that
whenever two (2) or nore bids are received by this agency for the
purchase of comodities or equi prment, and whenever all things
stated in such received bids are equal with respect to price,
quality and service, the Mssissippi Industries for the Blind
shall be given preference. A simlar preference shall be given to
the M ssissippi Industries for the Blind whenever purchases are
made wi t hout conpetitive bids.

SECTION 11. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Ti del ands Funds shall be expended, at the discretion of the
Departnent of Marine Resources, only after the nenbers of the
Coastal Del egation of the Legislature have been notified of such
expenditures. Further, the Tidelands funds provided to | ocal
governnment entities shall not exceed One Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars
(%100, 000. 00) for engineering and planning, and an anmount not to
exceed Two Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($200, 000. 00) for acquisition.

SECTION 12. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Executive Director of the Departnent of Marine Resources nay
i ncrease maj or objects of expenditure, provided that other major
obj ects of expenditure are decreased by a correspondi ng doll ar
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anount and provided the Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Depart ment of Finance and Adm ni stration al so approves the changes
with witten authorization. However, no transfers shall be

aut hori zed which increase or decrease the major object of
expenditure "Sal ari es, Wages and Fringe Benefits."

SECTION 13. The noney herein appropriated shall be paid by
the State Treasurer out of any noney in the State Treasury to the
credit of the proper fund or funds as set forth in this act, upon
warrants issued by the State Fiscal Oficer; and the State Fi scal
Oficer shall issue his warrants upon requisitions signed by the
proper person, officer or officers, in the manner provided by |aw

SECTION 14. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON FOR THE SUPPORT AND
MAI NTENANCE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MARI NE RESOURCES FOR THE FI SCAL
YEAR 2008.

CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE

X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)
Stringer CGor don
X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)
Fri erson Gol |l ott
X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)
Read Mbf f at t
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