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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MR, SPEAKER AND MADAM PRESI DENT:

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anendnents to the
followi ng entitled BILL:

H B. No. 1698: Appropriation; State Forestry Comm ssion.
We, therefore, respectfully submt the follow ng report and recomendati on:
1. That the Senate recede fromits Amendnment No. 1.

2. That the House and Senate adopt the foll ow ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the foll ow ng:

SECTION 1. The followi ng sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
General Fund not otherw se appropriated, for the support and
mai nt enance of the State Forestry Conm ssion for the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2008.................
.............................................. $ 19, 600, 216. 00.

SECTION 2. The followi ng sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the special
fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the State Forestry
Commi ssion which is conprised of special source funds coll ected by
or otherw se available to the comm ssion, for the support and
mai nt enance of the comm ssion for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2008......... ... .. . ...,
.............................................. $ 14, 339, 000. 00.

O the funds specified in this section, Two Hundred Fifty
Thousand Dol | ars ($250, 000. 00) shall be deposited in a fund
created in the State Treasury called the "Forest |nprovenent
Revol ving Fund." Mney in this fund shall be used by the State
Forestry Conmi ssion to assist in the reforestation and growh
i nprovenent of the forests, woodl ands, and publicly owned | ands of
the state, including sixteenth section |ands, Canp Shel by,

Col unmbi a Trai ning School and coll eges and universities.
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Landowners who contract with the conm ssion for such work shal
pay to the conm ssion its actual cost for conducting such work.
Money received for this work by the comm ssion shall be paid into
the State Treasury, and the State Treasurer shall deposit such
noney in the "Forest |nprovenent Revolving Fund."

SECTION 3. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Sections 1 and 2, the follow ng positions are authorized:

AUTHORI ZED PCSI Tl ONS:

Per manent : Full Time............ 585
Part Time............ 54
Time-Limted: Full Tinme........... 29
Part Time............ 0

Funds are provided herein to adjust the Variabl e Conpensation
Plan to ensure that all full-tinme enployees receive a pay increase
equal to the realignnent conponent of the Variable Conpensation
Pl an or One Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($1, 500.00), whichever
is greater, to be awarded on July 1, 2007.

Wth the funds herein appropriated, it is the intention of
the Legislature that it shall be the agency’s responsibility to
make certain that funds required to be appropriated for "Personal
Services" for Fiscal Year 2009 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2008
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless prograns or positions
are added to the agency’s Fiscal Year 2008 budget by the
M ssi ssippi Legislature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice, the State Personnel Board shal
determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
that no single personnel action increases this projected annual
cost and/or the Fiscal Year 2008 appropriations for "Personal

Servi ces" when annualized, with the exception of escal ated funds

and educational benchmarks. |If, at the time the agency takes any
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action to change "Personal Services", the State Personnel Board
determ nes that the agency has taken an action which woul d cause
the agency to exceed this projected annual cost or the Fiscal Year
2008 "Personal Services" appropriated |evel, when annualized, then
only those actions which reduce the projected annual cost and/or
the appropriation requirement will be processed by the State
Personnel Board until such tine as the requirenents of this
provision are net. On January 1, 2008, the State Personnel Board
w |l make adjustnents to the structure side of the conpliance
report based on data provided by the Legislative Budget Ofice in
order for agencies to award educati onal benchmarks.

Any transfers or escal ations shall be made in accordance with
the ternms, conditions and procedures established by |aw or
al l owabl e under the terns set forth within this act. The State
Per sonnel Board shall not escal ate positions wthout witten
approval fromthe Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration. The
Depart ment of Finance and Adm ni stration shall not provide witten
approval to escalate any funds for salaries and/or positions
Wi t hout proof of availability of new or additional funds above the
appropriated | evel.

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be
used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this
act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.

SECTION 4. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
State Forestry Conmm ssion and the M ssissippi Institute for Forest
I nventory shall nmaintain conplete accounting and personnel records
related to the expenditure of all funds appropriated under this
act and that such records shall be in the same format and | evel of
detail as maintained for Fiscal Year 2007. It is further the
intention of the Legislature that the agency's budget request for
Fi scal Year 2009 shall be submtted to the Joint Legislative
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Budget Commttee in a format and | evel of detail conparable to the
format and | evel of detail provided during the Fiscal Year 2008
budget request process.

SECTION 5. In conpliance with the "M ssissippi Performance
Budget and Strategic Planning Act of 1994," it is the intent of
the Legislature that the funds provided herein shall be utilized
in the nost efficient and effective manner possible to achieve the
i ntended m ssion of this agency. Based on the funding authorized,
this agency shall nmake every effort to attain the targeted

performance neasures provi ded bel ow

FY2008
Per f or mance Measur es Tar get
Fire Protection
Nunber of Fires per Year (Events) 2,000
Average Size of Fire (Acres) 18
Forest Stewardship
Land Reforested (Acres) 65, 000
Landowners Assi sted (Persons) 18, 000
Public Qutreach
School / Yout h Prograns (Events) 50
Resour ce Anal ysi s/ Econom ¢ Devel opnent
Econom ¢ Devel opnment Assi stance Custoners
Served (Persons) 50
Econom ¢ Devel opnment Assi st Reports (Reports) 100
Ur ban/ Communi ty Forestry Assi stance
Honmeowner s Assi st ed 2,625

A reporting of the degree to which the performance targets
set above have been or are being achieved shall be provided in the
agency's budget request submtted to the Joint Legislative Budget
Conm ttee for Fiscal Year 2009.

SECTION 6. In addition to all other suns herein
appropriated, the following sum or so nuch thereof as nmay be
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necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
CGeneral Fund not otherw se appropriated, for the support of the
M ssissippi Institute for Forest Inventory for the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2008.................
................................................... $ 150, 000. 00.
SECTION 7. In addition to all other suns herein
appropriated, the following sum or so nmuch thereof as nay be
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
Treasury to the credit of the Mssissippi Institute for Forest
I nventory which is conprised of special source funds and donati ons
collected by or otherwi se available to the Institute for the
pur pose of defraying the expenses of the Institute for the period
begi nning July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2008.................
................................................... $ 262, 108. 00.
SECTION 8. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Section 1, not nore than the anpbunts set forth bel ow shall be
under the authority of the State Personnel Board:

AUTHORI ZED PCSI Tl ONS:

Per manent : Full Tinme............ 2
Part Tine............ 0
Time-Limted: Full Tinme............ 0

Part Time............ 0

Funds are provided herein to adjust the Variabl e Conpensation
Plan to ensure that all full-tinme enployees receive a pay increase
equal to the realignnent conponent of the Variable Conpensation
Pl an or One Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($1, 500.00), whichever
is greater, to be awarded on July 1, 2007.

Wth the funds herein appropriated, it is the intention of
the Legislature that it shall be the agency’s responsibility to
make certain that funds required to be appropriated for "Personal
Services" for Fiscal Year 2009 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2008
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless prograns or positions
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are added to the agency’s Fiscal Year 2008 budget by the
M ssi ssi ppi Legislature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice, the State Personnel Board shal
determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
that no single personnel action increases this projected annual
cost and/or the Fiscal Year 2008 appropriations for "Personal
Servi ces" when annualized, with the exception of escal ated funds
and educational benchmarks. 1f, at the time the agency takes any
action to change "Personal Services", the State Personnel Board
determ nes that the agency has taken an action which woul d cause
the agency to exceed this projected annual cost or the Fiscal Year
2008 "Personal Services" appropriated |evel, when annualized, then
only those actions which reduce the projected annual cost and/or
the appropriation requirement will be processed by the State
Personnel Board until such tine as the requirenents of this
provision are net. On January 1, 2008, the State Personnel Board
w || rmake adjustnents to the structure side of the conpliance
report based on data provided by the Legislative Budget Ofice in
order for agencies to award educati onal benchmarks.

Any transfers or escal ations shall be nmade in accordance with
the terns, conditions and procedures established by |aw or
al l owabl e under the terns set forth within this act. The State
Per sonnel Board shall not escal ate positions wthout witten
approval fromthe Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration. The
Department of Finance and Adm ni stration shall not provide witten
approval to escalate any funds for salaries and/or positions
Wi t hout proof of availability of new or additional funds above the
appropriated | evel.

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be
used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
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bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this
act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.

SECTION 9. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
State Forestry Conmi ssion be allowed to escalate its budget in the
Capital CQutlay: Equipnment major object of expenditure, with funds
generated fromthe Forest Acreage Tax, and with funds generated
fromthe sale of old equi pnent and | ease of tower sites an anount
not to exceed Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($750, 000. 00).
It is further the intention of the Legislature that the State
Forestry Conm ssion be allowed to escalate its budget in the
Subsi di es, Loans and Grants nmmjor object of expenditure, with
funds generated fromthe Severance Tax to fund the Forest Resource
Devel opnent Programin an anmount not to exceed Five Hundred
Thousand Dol | ars ($500, 000.00). The receipt of these funds is
her eby aut hori zed and approved, provided such receipts and
expenditures are reported and ot herwi se accounted for in
accordance wth Section 27-103-101 et seq. and Section 27-104-1 et
seq., M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 10. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
State Forestry Conmi ssion be allowed to escalate part-tine
positions up to one hundred (100) and expend funds not to exceed
Fi ve Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($500, 000. 00) from any source of
funds that becone available to the comm ssion. This escalation
shall be in accordance with rules and regul ati ons of the
Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration in a manner consi stent
with the escalation of federal funds. These positions may be used
to protect |ife and property during extended periods of extrene
w I dfire occurrences of a mninmnumof fifty (50) fires per day.

The escal ation of positions and the expenditure of these funds
shall be at the discretion of the State Forester, with witten

notification to the State Personnel Board and the State Fiscal

Oficer.
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SECTION 11. The Forestry Conm ssion has the authority to
purchase fromthe "CGeneral Services Adm nistration” Fire Fighter
Catal og and any other GSA Catal og as long as the cost of such
itens are | ess than the quotes received.

SECTION 12. There is hereby created in the State Treasury a
fund designated as the Volunteer Fire Departnent Equi pnent
Conversion Revolving Fund to be used by the State Forestry
Comm ssion to assist in the conversion of vehicles acquired by the
State Forestry Comm ssion through the Federal Excess Persona
Property Program or by Volunteer Fire Departnents through other
means to adapt themfor use in the suppression of wldland fires.
Thi s assistance shall be in the formof fabrication of water tanks
or other accessories necessary for the operation of fire
suppression units, installation of piping and val ves, painting or
other simlar or associated conponent work necessary to place fire
suppression equi pnent into service. It is not for general vehicle
mai nt enance or repair.

The Vol unteer Fire Departnment Equi pment Conversion Revol ving
Fund shall be funded by nonies received fromcharges for work and
services perfornmed for Volunteer Fire Departnents by the State
Forestry Conm ssion. Mnies collected fromsuch charges shall be
deposited into the Volunteer Fire Departnment Equi pment Conversion
Revol ving Fund. The State Treasurer shall make di sbursenents
therefrom for paynent of materials, supplies and | abor upon
requi sition of the Forestry Comm ssion and upon the issuance of
warrants therefor by the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration.

The anpunt of nonies deposited into the Volunteer Fire
Depart nent Equi prment Conversion Fund through this work shall not
exceed Fifty Thousand Dol | ars ($50,000.00). Funds in excess of
Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000.00) shall be placed in the State

Forestry Comm ssion's regul ar appropriated special funds. Monies
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in this revolving fund are to be considered special funds and
shall be carried forward fromone fiscal year to the next.

SECTION 13. There is hereby created in the State Treasury a
fund designated as the Canden State Forest Revolving Fund to be
used by the State Forestry Comm ssion to direct forest nanagenent
activities on the Canden State Forest in Mdison County,

M ssi ssippi. The forest managenent activities will include, but
not be limted to, maintenance of property, tinber sale activities
and regeneration work.

The Canden State Forest Revol ving Fund shall be funded by
noni es received fromtinber sales, |eases, and any other source.
Moni es coll ected fromthese income sources shall be deposited into
the Canden State Forest Revolving Fund. The State Treasurer shal
make di sbursenments therefrom for paynents of naterials, supplies
and | abor upon requisition of the State Forestry Conmm ssion and
upon the issuance of warrants therefor by the Departnent of
Fi nance and Adm nistration.

It is the intention of the Legislature that any revol ving
funds in excess of the budgeted anmobunt needed for the necessary
operation and mai ntenance of all properties under the direct
supervi sion and nanagenent of the State Forestry Conmm ssion shal
remain in the Canden State Forest Revolving Fund for use in future
years.

SECTION 14. O the funds appropriated in Section 2 and
aut hori zed for expenditure in Section 3, it is the intention of
the Legislature that Two Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($200, 000. 00)
shall be transferred to the Departnent of Agriculture and Commerce
for the Beaver Control or Eradication Programduring the Fisca
Year 2007.

SECTION 15. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
M ssissippi Institute for Forest Inventory is hereby authorized to
accept, budget and expend funds, not to exceed One MIlion Dollars
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(%1, 000, 000.00), fromany source in accordance with rules and
regul ati ons of the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration in a
manner consistent with the escal ation of federal funds.

SECTION 16. It is the intention of the Legislature that
whenever two (2) or nore bids are received by this agency for the
purchase of comodities or equipnment, and whenever all things
stated in such received bids are equal wth respect to price,
quality and service, the Mssissippi Industries for the Blind
shall be given preference. A simlar preference shall be given to
the M ssissippi Industries for the Blind whenever purchases are
made w t hout conpetitive bids.

SECTION 17. Any person who was an enpl oyee of the Forestry
Comm ssion who was laid off during Fiscal Year 2006 shall be given
first priority in any new enpl oynent by the comm ssion.

SECTION 18. O the funds appropriated in Section 1, it is
the intention of the Legislature that the Forestry Conm ssion
shall imediately hire a "Forester or Technician" for Wlthal
County.

SECTION 19. The noney herein appropriated shall be paid by
the State Treasurer out of any noney in the State Treasury to the
credit of the proper fund or funds as set forth in this act, upon
warrants issued by the State Fiscal Oficer; and the State Fi scal
O ficer shall issue his warrants upon requisitions signed by the
proper person, officer or officers, in the manner provided by |aw

SECTION 20. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT MAKI NG AN APPRCPRI ATI ON FOR THE SUPPORT AND
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MAI NTENANCE OF THE STATE FORESTRY COWM SSI ON AND FOR THE PURPOSE
OF DEFRAYI NG THE EXPENSES OF THE M SSI SSI PPl | NSTI TUTE FOR FOREST
I NVENTORY FOR THE FI SCAL YEAR 2008.

CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE
X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)

Stringer CGor don

X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)

Eat on Jackson (32nd)

X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)

Shows Hyde-Sm th
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