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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE #4
MR, SPEAKER AND MADAM PRESI DENT:

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anendnents to the
followi ng entitled BILL:

H B. No. 1691: Appropriation; Departnment of Wldlife, Fisheries
and Parks.

We, therefore, respectfully submt the follow ng report and recomendati on:
1. That the Senate recede fromits Amendnent No. 1.

2. That the House and Senate adopt the foll ow ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the foll ow ng:

SECTION 1. The followi ng sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State
General Fund not otherw se appropriated, for the support and
mai nt enance of the Departnment of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks for
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, and endi ng June 30, 2008
.............................................. $ 9, 692, 469. 00.

SECTION 2. The followi ng sum or so nuch thereof as may be
necessary, i s hereby appropriated out of any noney in any speci al
fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the Departnent of
Wl dlife, Fisheries and Parks which is conprised of special source
funds collected by or otherw se available to the departnent for
t he support and nmai ntenance of the departnent, for the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2008.................
.............................................. $ 53, 194, 120. 00.

The following sum which is included in the sum appropri ated
above in this section, is hereby appropriated out of the state
exci se taxes upon gasoline, oil and other petrol eum products to
the Fisheries and Wldlife Fund for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 2007, and ending June 30, 2008........ $ 5, 750, 000. 00.

The State Tax Commission is hereby directed to set aside the
anount of this appropriation or any part thereof at any tinme it
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sees fit, out of any collections of taxes upon gasoline, oil and
ot her petrol eum products, and to deduct the anpbunts so set aside
fromsuch funds before nmaking distribution thereof. However,

provi sions shall first be nmade for the H ghway Bonds Si nki ng Fund,
as required under the provisions of Chapter 130, Laws of 1938, and
any anendnents thereto, and Section 27-5-101, M ssissippi Code of
1972.

Any funds available in the Wldlife Heritage Fund nmay be
expended by the Comm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks as
aut hori zed by law. The departnent shall nmake a detailed report to
the Legislature regarding the spending of the Wldlife Heritage
funds by Septenber 1 for the preceding fiscal year.

SECTION 3. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Section 2 to the Bureau of Wldlife and Fisheries, funds in the
anmount of One Hundred Twenty-five Thousand Three Hundred
Thirty-five Dol lars ($125, 335.00) shall be derived fromthe
Educati on Enhancenent Fund deposited pursuant to Sections 27-65-75
and 27-67-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, for the purpose of
defrayi ng the expenses of Project WLD for Fiscal Year 2008.

SECTION 4. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks shall have the
authority to receive, budget and expend funds fromthe GQulf and
Wldlife Protection Fund, not to exceed Fifty Thousand Dol l ars
($50, 000.00) for the purpose of preservation, protection,
conservation, and acquisition of waters, land and wildlife of this
state.

SECTION 5. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Sections 1 and 2, the follow ng positions are authorized:

AUTHORI ZED PCSI Tl ONS:

Per manent : Full Tinme............ 828

Part Tine............ 209

Time-Limted: Full Tinme............ 61
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Part Time............ 0

Funds are provided herein to adjust the Variabl e Conpensation
Plan to ensure that all full-time enployees receive a pay increase
equal to the realignnent conponent of the Variable Conpensation
Pl an or One Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($1, 500.00), whichever
is greater, to be awarded on July 1, 2007.

Wth the funds herein appropriated, it is the intention of
the Legislature that it shall be the agency’s responsibility to
make certain that funds required to be appropriated for "Personal
Services" for Fiscal Year 2009 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2008
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless prograns or positions
are added to the agency’s Fiscal Year 2008 budget by the
M ssi ssi ppi Legislature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice, the State Personnel Board shal
determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
that no single personnel action increases this projected annual
cost and/or the Fiscal Year 2008 appropriations for "Personal
Servi ces" when annualized, with the exception of escal ated funds
and educational benchmarks. |If, at the time the agency takes any
action to change "Personal Services", the State Personnel Board
determ nes that the agency has taken an action which woul d cause
the agency to exceed this projected annual cost or the Fiscal Year
2008 "Personal Services" appropriated |evel, when annualized, then
only those actions which reduce the projected annual cost and/or
the appropriation requirement will be processed by the State
Personnel Board until such tine as the requirenents of this
provision are net. On January 1, 2008, the State Personnel Board
wi |l make adjustnents to the structure side of the conpliance
report based on data provided by the Legislative Budget Ofice in
order for agencies to award educati onal benchmarks.
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Any transfers or escal ations shall be nmade in accordance with
the terns, conditions and procedures established by | aw or
al l owabl e under the terns set forth within this act. The State
Per sonnel Board shall not escal ate positions wthout witten
approval fromthe Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration. The
Department of Finance and Adm ni stration shall not provide witten
approval to escalate any funds for salaries and/or positions
W t hout proof of availability of new or additional funds above the
appropriated | evel.

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be
used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this
act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.

SECTI ON 6. Each conservation officer and supervisor shall be
furni shed an all owance for unifornms not to exceed Five Hundred
Fifty Dollars ($550.00) per annum

Provi ded further, when any personnel of the Bureau of
Wldlife and Fisheries are transferred from one county to anot her
on a pernmanent assignnent, the expense noni es now paid on
out-of -county duty shall not be applicable.

SECTION 7. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks shall maintain
conpl ete accounting and personnel records related to the
expenditure of all funds appropriated under this act and that such
records shall be in the sanme format and | evel of detail as
mai nt ai ned for Fiscal Year 2007. It is further the intention of
the Legislature that the agency's budget request for Fiscal Year
2009 shall be submtted to the Joint Legislative Budget Conmmttee
in a format and | evel of detail conparable to the format and | evel

of detail provided during the Fiscal Year 2008 budget request

process.
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SECTION 8. In conpliance with the "M ssissippi Performance
Budget and Strategic Planning Act of 1994," it is the intent of
the Legislature that the funds provided herein shall be utilized
in the nost efficient and effective manner possible to achieve the
i ntended m ssion of this agency. Based on the funding authorized,

this agency shall nmake every effort to attain the targeted

performance neasures provi ded bel ow

FY2008
Per f or mance Measur es Tar get
Support Services
Hunting & Fishing Licenses
Sol d (Licenses) 528, 000
Regi stration of Boats (Boats) 260, 000
Freshwat er Fi sheries Mnt
Fish Stock for Public Water (Fish) 5, 000, 000
Users of DWFP Lakes (Man-days) 68, 000
Ganme Managenent
DVAP Cooper ators 730
DWFP Managenent for Hunters (Man-days) 180, 000
Law Enf or cenent
Hunt er Education (Persons) 19, 000
Mot or Vehicle
Vehi cl es Purchased (Vehi cl es) 25
Used Vehicle Sal es (Vehicles) 50
Parks & Recreation
Over ni ght Accomodat i ons ( Persons) 676, 000
Wat er Rel ated Services (Persons) 68, 000
Day Use Services (Persons) 2, 650, 000
Facilities Repair Projects (Projects) 30
Hi storical & Nature Services (Persons) 87, 000
Museum O Natural Science
I nformation Provided (Participants) 235, 500
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Participants in Muiseum Prjs (Persons) 435, 000

A reporting of the degree to which the performance targets
set above have been or are being achieved shall be provided in the
agency's budget request submtted to the Joint Legislative Budget
Comm ttee for Fiscal Year 2009.

SECTION 9. O the funds appropriated in Section 2, the
foll ow ng amount shall come fromthe Departnent of WIldlife,
Fi sheries and Parks Special Pearl River Tinber Fund No. 3465, for
t he purpose of making inprovenents to the Pearl River Wldlife
Managemment Al a. . . ..o vt $ 50, 000. 00.

SECTI ON 10. The board of supervisors of any county or any
group or conbination of counties are hereby authorized and
enpowered to enter into cooperative agreenents with each other and
with the Comm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks for the
pur pose of creating, inproving or restoring parks, public ganme and
fish habitat lying or to be situated wholly or partially within
such county or in an adjoining county; and each county is
enpowered and authorized, in its discretion, to expend a sum not
exceedi ng One Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($100, 000.00) fromthe
general county fund for such purposes fromwhich fund they shal
rei mburse to the Comm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks the
actual cost of all surveying and engi neering projects incurred by
the Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks incidental
thereto. Such boards of supervisors are further authorized and
enpowered, in their discretion, to enter into agreenents necessary
to carry out the purposes of this act with any other county, the
United States Forest Service or any other agency if sane should be
necessary for the acquisition of |and by | ease or otherw se for
such purposes.

SECTION 11. It shall be unlawful for any officer, enployee
or other person whatsoever to use or permt or authorize the use
of any autonobile or any other notor vehicle owned by the State of
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M ssi ssi ppi or any departnment, agency or institution thereof for
any purpose other than upon the official business of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi or any agency, departnent or institution thereof.

It is the intent of the Legislature that notor vehicles
aut hori zed to be owned and operated by this agency shall conply
W th Sections 25-1-77 through 25-1-93, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 12. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks shall have the
authority to receive, budget and expend funds from any source, not
to exceed One MIlion Dollars (%$1, 000, 000.00), that nay becone
avai lable to the departnent in accordance with the rules and
regul ati ons of the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration.

SECTION 13. In order to be in conpliance with Sections
63-1-74 through 63-1-79, funds are herein provided and nay be
expended by the Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks to pay
the costs of comercial driver's licenses for specific enpl oyees
and/or to reinburse such costs for specific enployees who, in the
course of their duties and responsibilities, are required to hold
a valid Mssissippi Coomercial Driver's License.

SECTION 14. The M ssissippi Departnent of Wldlife,

Fi sheries and Parks is authorized to provide financial support of
One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($150, 000.00) and to enter into
an agreenment wth the M ssissippi Cooperative Extension Service
for a biology specialist and rel ated supportive cost.

The Departnent of Finance and Administration is authorized to
escal ate the budget of the Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and
Parks for this purpose.

SECTION 15. The departnent is authorized to spend up to
twenty-five percent (25% of revenue in the State Park Ti nber

Endowrent Fund, as needed, to operate and nmaintain the state

par ks.
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SECTI ON 16. As funds becone available to the departnent, an
anopunt up to, but not to exceed, One MIIlion Five Hundred Thousand
Dol I ars ($1, 500, 000.00) nay be used for any repair or mnmi ntenance
of levies or dans as deened necessary by the Departnent of
WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks.

SECTION 17. It is the intention of the Legislature that no
nore than Nine Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($950, 000. 00) be
spent fromthe Mtor Vehicle Fund for the purchase of notor
vehi cl es.

SECTION 18. It is the intention of the Legislature that
whenever two (2) or nore bids are received by this agency for the
purchase of comodities or equipnment, and whenever all things
stated in such received bids are equal wth respect to price,
quality and service, the Mssissippi Industries for the Blind
shall be given preference. A simlar preference shall be given to
the M ssissippi Industries for the Blind whenever purchases are
made w t hout conpetitive bids.

SECTION 19. Wth the funds appropriated herein, it is the
intention of the Legislature that a reasonabl e nunber of
Conservation Oficers, Conservation Oficer Supervisors, D strict
Managers, Area Managers, and Lake Managers shall be enpl oyed
and/or detailed to both tenporary and pernmanent job assignnents in
areas other than their county of residence.

SECTION 20. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Comm ssion of the Mssissippi WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks shal
have the authority to close, transfer, |ease or sell properties
under the departnent's jurisdiction. Proceeds fromsuch actions
shal |l be retained by the departnent.

SECTION 21. O the funds appropriated in Section 1, it is
the intention of the Legislature that Two MIlion Dollars N ne
Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($2, 900, 000. 00) shall be available to
defray the expenses of the Museum of Natural Science. O the
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positions authorized in Section 5, it is the intention of the
Legislature that the follow ng positions are provided to the
Museum of Natural Science:
Per manent : Full Time................. 30
Part Time................. 13

SECTI ON 22. The Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks
shal | transfer Fourteen Thousand Dol lars ($14, 000.00) fromthe
Ofice of Parks and Recreation, at the sole discretion of the
Executive Director of the departnent, to the M ssissipp
Devel opnent Authority, Division of Tourism for the purpose of
advertising and pronoting the state parks.

SECTION 23. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks shall have the
authority to accept, budget and expend any source funds not to
exceed One MIlion Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol l ars
(%1, 350, 000.00) for a goat and swi ne processing plant at Al corn
State University. Such funds are to be escal ated in accordance
with procedures for federal fund escal ations as established in
Section 27-104-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and expended for the
pur poses of perform ng such duties as set forth by law in
accordance with applicable rules and regul ations of the State
Fiscal Oficer.

SECTION 24. The noney herein appropriated shall be paid by
the State Treasurer out of any noney in the State Treasury to the
credit of the proper fund or funds as set forth in this act, upon
warrants issued by the State Fiscal Oficer; and the State Fi scal
O ficer shall issue his warrants upon requisitions signed by the
proper person, officer or officers, in the manner provided by |aw

SECTION 25. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:
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AN ACT MAKI NG AN APPRCPRI ATI ON FOR THE SUPPORT AND
MAI NTENANCE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS FOR
THE FI SCAL YEAR 2008.

CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE
X (S| GNED) X ( SI GNED)

Stringer CGor don

X (S| GNED) X ( SI GNED)

Broonfield Posey

X (S| GNED) (NOT Sl GNED)

McBri de Lee (47th)
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