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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MR, SPEAKER AND MADAM PRESI DENT:

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anendnents to the
followi ng entitled BILL:

H B. No. 1259: Municipal clerks; revise tine restrictions.
We, therefore, respectfully submt the follow ng report and recomendati on:
1. That the Senate recede fromits Amendment No. 1.

2. That the House and Senate adopt the foll ow ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the foll ow ng:

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

[Until January 1, 2009, this section shall read as follows:]

23-15-35. (1) The clerk of the municipality shall be the
regi strar of voters of the nunicipality, and shall take the oath
of office prescribed by Section 268 of the Constitution. The
governing authorities shall provide suitable nunicipa
regi stration books, which shall conformas nearly as practicable
to the county registration books. The registrar shall, as nearly
as may be practicable, and where not otherw se provided, conply
with all the provisions of |aw regarding state and county
el ections in keeping and maintaining such registration books and
in registering voters thereon. Applications for registration as
el ectors of the municipality shall be made upon a triplicate form
provi ded by and prepared at the expense of the county registrar,
which formshall conformas nearly as practicable to the
application for registration formprovided for in Section
23- 15- 39.

(2) The municipal clerk shall be authorized to register
applicants as county electors. The nunicipal clerk shall forward
notice of registration, a copy of the application for
regi stration, and any changes to the registration when they occur,
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either by certified nmail to the county registrar or by personal
delivery to the county registrar provided that a nunbered receipt
is signed by the registrar in return for the descri bed docunents.
Upon recei pt of the copy of the application for registration or
changes to the registration, and if a review of the application
indicates that the applicant neets all the criteria necessary to
qualify as a county elector, then the county registrar shall nake
a determnation of the county voting precinct in which the person
maki ng the application shall be required to vote. The county
regi strar shall send this county voting precinct information by
United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at
the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing
costs incurred by the municipal clerk or the county registrar in
ef fectuating this subsection shall be paid by the county board of
supervisors. |If a review of the copy of the application for
registration or changes to the registration indicates that the
applicant is not qualified to vote in the county, the county
regi strar shall challenge the application. The county el ection
conmm ssioners shall review any chall enge or disqualification
after having notified the applicant by certified mail of the
chal I enge or disqualification

(3) The municipal clerk shall issue to the person making the
application a copy of the application, and the county registrar
shal |l process the application in accordance with the | aw regarding
the handling of voter registration applications.

(4) The receipt of a copy of the application for
regi stration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-39(3) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an el ector
in the nunicipality, provided that such application is not
chal | enged as provided for therein.

[ From and after January 1, 2009, this section shall read as

foll ows: |
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23-15-35. (1) The clerk of the municipality shall be the
regi strar of voters of the nunicipality, and shall take the oath
of office prescribed by Section 268 of the Constitution. The
muni ci pal registration shall conformto the county registration
whi ch shall be a part of the official record of registered voters
as contained in the Statew de El ecti ons Managenent System The
muni ci pal clerk shall conply with all the provisions of |aw
regarding the registration of voters, including the use of the
voter registration applications used by county registrars and
prescribed by the Secretary of State under Sections 23-15-39 and
23-15-47.

(2) The municipal clerk shall be authorized to register
applicants as county electors. The nunicipal clerk shall forward
notice of registration, a copy of the application for
regi stration, and any changes to the registration when they occur,
either by certified mail to the county registrar or by personal
delivery to the county registrar provided that a nunbered receipt
is signed by the registrar in return for the descri bed docunents.
Upon recei pt of the copy of the application for registration or
changes to the registration, and if a review of the application
indicates that the applicant neets all the criteria necessary to
qualify as a county elector, then the county registrar shall nake
a determnation of the county voting precinct in which the person
maki ng the application shall be required to vote. The county
regi strar shall send this county voting precinct information by
United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at
the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing
costs incurred by the municipal clerk or the county registrar in
effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the county board of
supervisors. |If a review of the copy of the application for
regi stration or changes to the registration indicates that the
applicant is not qualified to vote in the county, the county
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regi strar shall challenge the application. The county election
conmmi ssioners shall review any chall enge or disqualification
after having notified the applicant by certified mail of the
chal I enge or disqualification

(3) The municipal clerk shall issue to the person making the
application a copy of the application and the county registrar
shal |l process the application in accordance with the | aw regarding
the handling of voter registration applications.

(4) The receipt of a copy of the application for
regi stration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-39(3) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an el ector
in the nunicipality, provided that such application is not
chal | enged as provided for therein.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-239, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

23-15-239. (1) The executive commttee of each county, in
the case of a prinmary election, or the conm ssioners of election
of each county, in the case of all other elections, in conjunction
with the circuit clerk, shall sponsor and conduct, not |ess than
five (5) days prior to each election, training sessions to
instruct managers as to their duties in the proper adm nistration
of the election and the operation of the polling place. No
manager shall serve in any el ection unless he has received such
instructions once during the twelve (12) nonths i mediately
precedi ng the date upon which such election is held; however,
nothing in this section shall prevent the appointnent of an
alternate manager to fill a vacancy in case of an energency. The
county executive commttee or the conmm ssioners of election, as
appropriate, shall train a sufficient nunber of alternates to
serve in the event a manager is unable to serve for any reason

(2) (a) If it is eligible under Section 23-15-266, the
county executive conmmttee may enter into a witten agreenent with
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127 the circuit clerk or the county el ection comm ssion authorizing
128 the circuit clerk or the county election comm ssion to perform any
129 of the duties required of the county executive committee pursuant
130 to this section. Any agreenent entered into pursuant to this
131 subsection shall be signed by the chairman of the county executive
132 conmittee and the circuit clerk or the chairman of the county
133 el ection conm ssion, as appropriate. The county executive

134 commttee shall notify the State Executive Commttee and the

135 Secretary of State of the existence of such agreenent.

136 (b) If it is eligible under Section 23-15-266, the
137 nmunicipal executive commttee may enter into a witten agreenent
138 with the nunicipal clerk or the municipal election commssion
139 authorizing the nmunicipal clerk or the municipal election

140 conmi ssion to performany of the duties required of the nuni ci pal
141 executive commttee pursuant to this section. Any agreenent

142 entered into pursuant to this subsection shall be signed by the
143 chairman of the nunicipal executive commttee and the mnuni ci pal
144 clerk or the chairman of the nunicipal election conm ssion, as
145 appropriate. The municipal executive commttee shall notify the
146 State Executive Conmmttee and the Secretary of State of the

147 existence of such agreenent.

148 (3) The board of supervisors, in their discretion, my

149 conpensat e nanagers who attend such training sessions. The

150 conpensation shall be at a rate of not |ess than the federal

151 hourly m ni mum wage nor nore than Twelve Dol lars ($12.00) per

152 hour. Managers shall not be conpensated for nore than eight (8)
153 hours of attendance at the training sessions regardl ess of the
154 actual amount of tinme that they attended the training sessions.
155 (4) The time and | ocation of the training sessions required
156 pursuant to this section shall be announced to the general public
157 by posting a notice thereof at the courthouse and by delivering a
158 copy of the notice to the office of a newspaper having general
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circulation in the county five (5) days before the date upon which
the training session is to be conducted. Persons who wll serve
as poll watchers for candidates and political parties, as well as
menbers of the general public, shall be allowed to attend the
sessi ons.
(5) Subject to the followi ng annual |imtations, the

comm ssioners of election shall be entitled to receive a per diem
in the amount of Eighty-four Dollars ($84.00), to be paid fromthe
county general fund, for every day or period of no less than five
(5) hours accumnul ated over two (2) or nore days actually enpl oyed
in the performance of their duties for the necessary tinme spent in
conducting training sessions as required by this section:

(a) In counties having less than fifteen thousand
(15,000) residents according to the | atest federal decenni al
census, not nore than five (5) days per year;

(b) In counties having fifteen thousand (15, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
|l ess than thirty thousand (30,000) residents according to the
| at est federal decennial census, not nore than eight (8) days per
year;

(c) In counties having thirty thousand (30, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than seventy thousand (70, 000) residents according to the
| at est federal decennial census, not nore than ten (10) days per
year;

(d) In counties having seventy thousand (70, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than ninety thousand (90, 000) residents according to the
| atest federal decennial census, not nore than twelve (12) days
per year;

(e) In counties having ninety thousand (90, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
07/ HR40/ HB1259CR. J *HR40/ OHB1259CR. J* (H AE (S)EL

PAGE 6 Gl/ 2
(G



191 | ess than one hundred seventy thousand (170, 000) residents

192 according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than

193 fifteen (15) days per year;

194 (f) In counties having one hundred seventy thousand

195 (170,000) residents according to the | atest federal decenni al

196 census but |ess than two hundred thousand (200, 000) residents

197 according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than

198 eighteen (18) days per year;

199 (g) In counties having two hundred thousand (200, 000)

200 residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but

201 less than two hundred twenty-five thousand (225, 000) residents

202 according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than

203 nineteen (19) days per year;

204 (h) In counties having two hundred twenty-five thousand

205 (225,000) residents according to the |atest federal decennial

206 census but less than two hundred fifty thousand (250, 000)

207 residents according to the | atest federal decennial census, not

208 nore than twenty-two (22) days per year;

209 (1) In counties having two hundred fifty thousand

210 (250,000) residents according to the |atest federal decenni al

211 census but less than two hundred seventy-five thousand (275, 000)

212 residents according to the | atest federal decennial census, not

213 nore than thirteen (13) days per year;

214 (j) I'n counties having two hundred seventy-five

215 thousand (275, 000) residents according to the | atest federal

216 decenni al census or nore, not nore than fourteen (14) days per

217 year.

218 (6) Conm ssioners of election shall claimthe per diem

219 authorized in subsection (5) of this section in the manner

220 provided for in Section 23-15-153(6).

221 SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp

222 shall submt this act, inmmediately upon approval by the Governor,
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or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and

ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-35, M SSI SSI PPl CODE COF 1972,
TO DELAY UNTIL JULY 1, 2009, THE DATE UPON WH CH REG STRATI ON OF
MUNI CI PAL VOTERS MJUST COWVPLY W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE
STATEW DE ELECTI ONS MANAGEMENT SYSTEM TO AMEND SECTI ON 23- 15- 239,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE THE NUMBER OF TRAI NI NG
SESSI ONS FOR VHI CH POLL MANAGERS MAY BE COVPENSATED; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE
X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)

Reynol ds Burton

X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)

Jenni ngs Lee (35th)

X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)

Robi nson (63rd) Tur ner
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