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Senator(s) Wite To: Rules

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 21

A RESCLUTI ON CONGRATULATI NG RETI RED W.BT- CHANNEL 3 WEATHERMAN
WOODI E ASSAF ON THE OCCASI ON OF HI'S 90TH BI RTHDAY.

VWHEREAS, former W.BT-Channel 3 Weat herman Wodi e Assaf will
celebrate his 90th birthday along with his wife, Ruby, and famly
menbers on March 15, 2007, at their home in Raynond, M ssissippi;
and

VWHEREAS, a forner radi o announcer, Wodie arrived at WBT
television station in 1953, helping to invent the budding TV
medi umin Jackson, M ssissippi, and cane to synbolize the "gol den
era"” of early television in the Capitol Cty; and

VWHEREAS, by the time Wodie |eft W.BT in 2001, he had been
the weatherman at the sanme TV station |onger than any other TV
weat herman in the nation, a record-setting 48 years;

VWHEREAS, two years before he left, The C arion-Ledger readers
voted himthe nost popular TV personality of the mllenniumin
M ssi ssi ppi; and

VWHEREAS, his appealing warnth nade himan ideal entee for
many charitable events in Jackson and Central M ssissippi, running
the ganmut from tobacco-spitting contests in Raleigh to the |oca
Easter Seal Tel ethon which he canme to synbolize; and

VWHEREAS, a brief biography of Wodi e:

e Born March 15, 1917,

e Native of McConb, M ssissippi;

e Parents, Ellis and Esma Assaf, immgrants from Lebanon;

e Married on February 6, 1943, to Ruby N ckey of MConb;

e Children, Debbie Hartzog and Denni e Grubbs, both of

Madi son, M ssi ssippi ;
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e Early jobs: Paper boy, golf caddy;

e FEducation: MConb H gh School, Sout hwest Junior Coll ege,
Loui siana State University, Colunbia Radio College in Chicago,
[I'1inois;

e First radio job: Disc jockey, newsnan, weathernman and
sportscaster at WSKB (|l ater, WHNY) in MConb, 1937;

e Mlitary service: Arny training officer, Wrld War 11

e Subsequent radio jobs: WXBC, Vicksburg; WDX, Jackson

e First TV job: Selling ads, doing |live comercials,
reporting news, weather and sports for W.BT, starting Decenber 20,
1953;

e Last weat her broadcast for W.BT: Noon, Friday, August 3,
2001; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
| andmark event in the life of a very well-known and civic-m nded
M ssi ssi ppi an:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmend and extend the best w shes
of the M ssissippi Senate to retired W.BT- Channel 3 Wat her man
Wodi e Assaf on the occasion of his 90th birthday.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Wodi e and be nade avail able to Channel 3 and the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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