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Senat or (s) Si mmons To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 637

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE GENERCSI TY OF
M SSI SSI PPl DELTA BUSI NESSMAN LUSTER BAYLESS FOR HI S CONTRI BUTI ON
OF REAL ESTATE TO THE FANNI E LOU HAMER CANCER FOUNDATI ON I N
RULEVI LLE, M SSI SSI PPI .

VWHEREAS, the fledgling but fast-growi ng Fannie Lou Hamer
Cancer Foundation in Ruleville, M ssissippi, has obtained the two
acres of land that it plans to use as the site of its future hone,
a center where M ssissippi Deltans can receive both
cancer - awar eness educati on and nedi cal screenings; and

VWHEREAS, the foundation acquired the two-acre plot al ong
M ssi ssi ppi Highway 8 from |l ocal businessman Luster Bayl ess. The
foundati on paid $25,000.00 for property that two apprai sers had
val ued at $76, 000. 00 and $79, 000. 00, foundati on Chairperson
Freddi e Wiite-Johnson said. "It was a good opportunity for the
foundation and it was a goodwi || gesture on his part"; and

WHEREAS, the life of Luster Bayless has got to be a pure
slice of Anericana -- froma shotgun house on the M ssissipp
Delta to the glitz and gl anour of Hollywood. Only in Anerica. It
didn't just happen "poof" like that. It was no overni ght
transition. Just |ike npst success stories, there was work
i nvol ved and Bayl ess wasn't afraid of it; and

VWHEREAS, he started early on a tiny farmin Ruleville, where
he was born Cctober 26, 1937, to David and Jimm e Lee Bayl ess.
Bayl ess grew into a |local high school football standout, and was
of fered a scholarship to a state college, but there was a job
waiting for himin Hollywod and life really began for the kid
fromthe Delta. He went to work for Wstern Costune and stayed

| ong enough to learn the basics of his trade and get his Costuners
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Union Card. After that, he left to freelance and see what
Hol | ywood m ght have for him and

VWHEREAS, his first filmwas, of all things, "Htler,"
starring R chard Basehart. Then it was off to the races. He did
"Cheyenne Autum" with John Ford, then costuned denn Ford in
"Advance to the Rear," which George Marshall directed. Then in
1963 he found hinself at Disney Studios doing "Mary Poppins"; and

VWHEREAS, while at Disney Studios he also found Patricia Joan
Voght, and the two were married in 1965, and the couple had two
daughters, Christina and D ane; and

VWHEREAS, then cane the second key phone call in Bayless'
life, to work on a picture called "True Git," starring John
Wayne. The new job led to a lasting relationship with Wayne, with
whom he did nore than a dozen filns as the Duke's persona
costuner. The final picture the two did was "The Shootist,"
co-starring Lauren Bacall and a young actor naned Ron Howard,
currently one of the hottest directors in the industry; and

WHEREAS, at this point, Bayless decided he wanted his own
busi ness, so he founded Anerican Costune Conpany in 1978. \Wayne
not only encouraged his young friend, but also | oaned himall the
costunes he owned fromthe Batjac Productions Conpany to get him
started. Since then and follow ng Duke's death in 1979, M chael
Wayne, the star's el dest son and Batjac CEO, has been one of
Bayl ess' nost val uabl e advisers. Today, the little venture that
began in a small building about the size of a two-car garage, now
operates snoothly and successfully, in two side-by-side warehouses
in North Hollywod, covering nore than 40,000 square feet of
show oons, workroons, tailor shops and offices. It covers the
entire period from1770 to 1970, in all phases of wardrobe, and it
has been nore than anple in dressing actors and actresses in nore
than 3,000 projects in both notion pictures and tel evision; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the

generosity of this entrepreneur, whose success is an inspiration

S. C R No. 637 *SS02/ R1514*
07/ SS02/ R1514
PAGE 2



62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74

to all M ssissippians and whose concern for the citizens of his
native Mssissippi Delta is a much-appreciated reality:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the generosity of M ssissippi Delta
busi nessman Luster Bayless for his contribution of real estate to
t he Fanni e Lou Haner Cancer Foundation in Ruleville, M ssissippi,
and for his successful business career which is an inspiration for
all M ssissippians, and extend to himand his famly the best
w shes of the Legislature for future success.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Luster Bayl ess, forwarded to the Fannie Lou Hamer Cancer

Foundati on and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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