M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) Jackson (11th), Jordan, To: Rules
Thomas, Butler, Walls, Sinmmons, Jackson

(32nd), WIIlianson, Dawkins, Harden, Frazier,

Hor hn

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 636

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG THE LI FE OF BI SHOP G E.

2 PATTERSON, THE | NTERNATI ONAL PRESI DI NG Bl SHOP OF THE CHURCH OF GOD
3 INCHRI ST (COd C), THE VO CE THAT I NSPI RED M LLI ONS OF CHURCH

4 MEMBERS IN M SSI SSI PPl AND WORLDW DE, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY
5 OF THE LEG SLATURE ON HI S PASSI NG

6 VWHEREAS, in death even as in life, Bishop G E. Patterson

7 commands an audi ence. The Presiding Bishop of the International

8 Church of God in Christ (COEd C) died Tuesday, March 20, 2007, but
9 admirers say the voice that inspired generations has not been

10 stilled; and

11 VWHEREAS, the predom nantly bl ack Protestant denom nation,

12 headquartered in Menphis, Tennessee, has six mllion nmenbers

13 worldwide and traces its origins to the late 19th Century; and

14 VWHEREAS, it was a direct result of his work, such as his TV
15 mnistries, that allowed people to see COG C as it should have

16 been projected, according to jurisdictional Bishop Jerry Mynard,
17 the Chief Operating Oficer of the National Church who had worked
18 wth Bishop Patterson since 1992; and

19 VWHEREAS, he always said if you represent God, you should

20 represent Hmin a very positive way and not in a way that causes
21 people to question God or his ways. "Many peopl e know hi m because
22 of his worldw de tel ecast and the kind of conpassion and | ove and
23 faithful ness that he denonstrated,” said San D ego Jurisdictional
24 Bishop CGeorge D. McKinney, a nenber of the COG C General Board;

25 and

26 VWHEREAS, he was born in Hunmbol dt, Tennessee, and was ordai ned
27 as an Elder in CO@Cin 1957 in Detroit, Mchigan. Bishop

28 Patterson attended Lenpbyne-Ownen College in Menphis, Detroit Bible
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Institute and held an honorary doctorate from Oral Roberts
University. He was a contributing witer of the Spirit Filled
Life Bible (KJV) and was the Editor and Publisher of The Bounti ful
Bl essi ngs Magazine with a distribution Iist of nore than 100, 000
i ndi vi dual s; and

VWHEREAS, Presiding Bishop GE Patterson was elected in 2004
to his second four-year termas Head of the International
Denom nati on; and

VWHEREAS, in addition to tel evision, Bishop Patterson
mai nt ai ned a regul ar presence on radio. He was President of WBBP,
a 5,000-watt, 24-hour AM gospel station in Menphis with nore than
100,000 daily listeners and a growi ng | nternet audi ence; and

WHEREAS, the Bishop's daily "Wrds of Encouragenent” aired
during the week, with recordings of his sernons broadcast on
Sundays. That's not likely to change in the foreseeable future.
"Bi shop Patterson's popularity is such that it's hard to neasure,
it was so great," said Doreen Gaves, Director of operations at
the station. "He was a |leader with a servant's heart and | think
that came through in his nmessages. People could relate to what he
sai d"; and

VWHEREAS, Bi shop Patterson al so founded Podi um Records, which
features a nunmber of his nusical recordings and sernons on conpact
di scs and cassettes; and

VWHEREAS, the sinple, biblical teachings of a small-town boy
who grew up to | ead one of the largest Christian denom nations in
the country are also found in his books, for sale at the church he
founded and at nunerous retail and online sources; and

VWHEREAS, Bi shop Patterson represented faith, strength,
conpassi on, hope and love, not only in our community but al so
t hroughout the world. Wile beyond question he was man of the
spirit, he was also a servant of the people. He fed the hungry,
housed the honel ess and cl othed the naked. His legacy will live

on forever in the hearts and m nds of all who knew himand in
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t hose whose lives he touched, and it is with great sadness that we
note the passing of this beloved religious | eader who was highly
significant in the religious | andscape of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life of Bishop GE. Patterson, the
I nternational Presiding Bishop of the Church of God In Chri st
(COEA C), the voice that inspired mllions of church nenbers in
M ssi ssi ppi and worl dwi de, and extend to his famly and his
congregation the synpathy of the Legislature on his passing.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the M ssissippi Jurisdictional Bishop of the Church of God in
Christ (COAdC) for transmttal to the surviving famly of Bishop

Patterson and be nade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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