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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 629

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE
PROVI NE H GH SCHOOL " RAMS" BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM AND HEAD CQOACH
LUTHER RI LEY FOR W NNI NG THE TEAM S FOURTH CLASS 5A STATE
CHAMPI ONSHI P AND FOR THEI R EXCELLENT 2006- 2007 SEASON.

VWHEREAS, DeMorris Summers scored 24 points and Provi ne High
School withstood one Forest Hill comeback after another to capture
the Cass 5A State Chanpionship with a 59-54 victory before an
estimated crowd of 4,800 at the M ssissippi Coliseumon Saturday,
March 10, 2007; and

VWHEREAS, it was the Ramis fourth State Title and the third
under the 34-year-old Head Coach Luther Riley, who enjoyed a
vi ndi cation of sorts; and

VWHEREAS, there were tinmes this season when Coach Rl ey
gquestioned if all the pieces would ever fit together for Provine's
hi ghly touted boys basketball team On March 10th, when it
mattered nost, Riley and his Rans got just the answer they'd been
seeki ng si nce Novenber; and

VWHEREAS, the Ranms finished the season 25-9 and ranked No. 7
in The C arion-Ledger Super 10, played at Tupel 0's BancorpSouth
Arena in the semfinals of the Mssissippi H gh School Activities
Associ ation G and Slam and

VWHEREAS, Provine, last year's 5A runner-up to Mdison
Central, earned the trip to the Overall Tournament with a third
straight win over a JPS rival in a State Chanpionship gane. As in
t he back-to-back 4A title, victories over Lanier in 2003 and 2004
this all-Jackson matchup was al ways i ntense and often frenzied

between the famliar rivals; and
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VWHEREAS, Provine, which |lost the regular season matchup with
Forest Hill 65-60 in Novenber, |ed nost of the way, going up 16-11
after one quarter and 30-23 at half-time with DeMorris Sumers and
Juni or Guard Scottie Haral son (12 points) |eading the way; and

VWHEREAS, C ass 5A Chanpion Provine finished 26-10 but 0-2 in
the season series between the state's two nost prom nent prograns.
The Rans lost to Grand Sl am w nner Lanier H gh School in the
Overal | Tournanent, which synbolized the final chapter in this
year's great Jackson Public School's rivaling; and

VWHEREAS, the foll ow ng team nenbers received individua
honors: (Al District) -- Emery Kelly, DeMorris Summers and
Scottie Haralson; and (All-State) -- Andre Pitchford, DeMorris
Summers and Scottie Harlason; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Riley had the followng remarks after this
excel | ent season, "Congratul ations! Though this year there were
times you could have thrown in the towel, but through your
dedi cation, sacrifice and hard work, you are now chanpi ons. Good
j ob 2006- 2007 Men's Basketbal | "; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the speci al
achi evenments of this squad of student athletes who have brought
honor to their school, their community and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate the Provine H gh School
"Rans" Boys Basketball Team and Head Coach Luther Riley for
winning the teams fourth C ass 5A State Chanpi onship and for
their excellent 2006-2007 season, as they continue to bring
excitenment to the Capital Gty through their intense rivalries,
and we extend to themthe best wi shes of the Legislature on their
future athletic and academ c endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Head Coach Luther Riley and Principal Tex Red, be forwarded to the

S. C R No. 629 *SS02/ R1489*
07/ SS02/ R1489
PAGE 2



61 Jackson Minici pal School Board and be nmade available to the

62 Capitol Press Corps.
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