M SSI SSI PPl LEJ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007
By: Senator(s) Dawkins, WIIliamson, Dearing, To: Rules

Fillingane, Frazier, Harden, Jackson (11th),
Jackson (32nd), Jordan, Walls

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 628

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON DESI GNATI NG THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

2 2007 AS "M SSI SSI PPl ALCOHOL AND DRUG ADDI CTI ON RECOVERY MONTH!

3 AND URG NG ALL CI TI ZENS TO PARTI Cl PATE | N AWARENESS ACTI VI TI ES.

4 VWHEREAS, 74% of Anericans say that addiction to al cohol has
5 had sone inpact on themat sone point in their lives, whether it

6 was their own personal addiction, that of a friend or famly

7 nenber, or any other experience with addiction. A 63% majority of
8 Anericans also say that addiction to either drugs or al cohol has
9 had a great inpact on their lives; and

10 VWHEREAS, Recovery Month is sponsored by the Substance Abuse
11 and Mental Health Services Adm nistration's (SAVHSA s) Center for
12 Substance Abuse Treatnent (CSAT). CSAT, created in Cctober 1992
13 by a Congressional mandate, provides national |eadership in the
14 Federal governnent's effort to inprove the lives of individuals
15 and their famlies affected by al cohol and drug abuse. CSAT works
16 to inprove access to clinically sound, cost-effective addiction
17 treatnent to reduce the health and social cost to our conmunities
18 and the nation. Such factors as inadequate capacity, linmted

19 public and private health insurance benefits and stigma have

20 contributed to the gap between the nunber of people who need

21 treatnent and the nunber who receive it; and

22 VWHEREAS, Recovery Month is an annual observance that takes
23 place during the nonth of Septenber. The Recovery Month

24  observance highlights the societal benefits of substance abuse

25 treatnment, lauds the contributions of treatnent providers and

26 pronptes the nessage that recovery from substance abuse in all its
27 forms is possible. The observance al so encourages citizens to
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take action to hel p expand and i nprove the availability of
effective substance abuse treatnment for those in need. Each year
a new thene, or enphasis, is selected for the observance; and

VWHEREAS, stigma and discrimnation present obstacles and can
be a mark of disgrace to those with substance use di sorders who
need access to treatnent facilities, and for those who want to
reestablish their place in the community by entering the
wor kf orce; and

VWHEREAS, educating our community about how substance use
di sorders affect children, famlies and all comunity nenbers is
essential to overcom ng stigma and discrimnation; and

VWHEREAS, we nust recogni ze the achi evenent of those who seek
out treatnment services and ensure that such services are readily
avail abl e to those who need assi stance; and

WHEREAS, substance use disorders are a treatable, yet serious
health care problem and we can take steps to address it and so
build a stronger, healthier community; and

VWHEREAS, this year's Recovery Mnth thene, "Join the Voices
for Recovery: Build a Stronger, Healthier Comrunity," encourages
us all to learn about how we can help those suffering from
substance use disorders receive treatnent, so we can strengthen
our community; and

WHEREAS, to hel p achieve this goal, the U S. Departnment of
Heal t h and Human Servi ces, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Adm nistration Center for Substance Abuse Treat nent
(CSAT), the Wiite House Ofice of National Drug Control Policy and
the M ssissippi Departnment of Mental Health invite all residents
of Mssissippi to participate in M ssissippi Al cohol and Drug
Addi ction Recovery Month

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby designate the nonth of Septenber 2007 as "M ssi ssipp

Al cohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month," and encourage al
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citizens to observe this nonth with appropriate prograns,
activities and cerenoni es supporting this year's thene, "Join the
Voi ces for Recovery: Build a Stronger, Healthier Conmunity."

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to
the M ssissippi Board and Departnent of Mental Health and the
federal Center for Substance Abuse Treatnment (CSAT) for
distribution to al cohol/drug recovery, treatnent and support
facilities and groups in M ssissippi and be nmade avail able to the

Capitol Press Corps.
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