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Senat or (s) Posey, Dearing, Tollison, To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 622

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON URA NG THE UNI TED STATES FOREST
SERVI CE TO RECONSI DER | TS RECENT REGULATI ON REGARDI NG TRAVEL
RESTRI CT1 ONS ON NATI ONAL FOREST SYSTEM LANDS I N M SSI SSI PPl | N
ORDER TO ALLOW THE LESS RESTRI CTlI VE USE OF OFF- H GHWAY VEHI CLES
FOR GAME RETRI EVAL AND CAMPI NG

VWHEREAS, nore Anericans and M ssi ssippi ans than ever are
usi ng of f-hi ghway vehicles (OHV) to enjoy the outdoors. Last
year, OHV users accounted for between 11 and 12 mllion visits to
national forests and grassl ands; and

VWHEREAS, in the right places, and nmanaged carefully, OHVs are
an appropriate use of national forests; and

VWHEREAS, today, appropriately nmanaged recreation, including
use of OHVs, is one of four key issues affecting national forests
and grassl ands; and

WHEREAS, in 2005, the National Forest Service published a new
rule for providing notor vehicle access to national forests and
grasslands. The final rule requires each national forest and
grassland to designate those roads, trails and areas open to OHV
use. The rule does not designate roads or areas for OHVs but
provi des a framework for maki ng those decisions at the | ocal
| evel ; and

WHEREAS, this travel nanagenent rule reads as foll ows:

"The responsi ble official may include in the

designation the limted use of notor vehicles within

a specified distance of certain designated routes

solely for the purposes of dispersed canping or big

ganme retrieval. Such designations represent

site-specific decisions associated with specific
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roads and trails or road or trail segnents, rather

than a bl anket exception to the rule. Designations

under 36 CFR 212.51(b) will be applied sparingly to

avoi d underm ning the purposes of the rule and to

pronote consistency in inplenentation. Regional

foresters will coordinate designations within states

and between adjoining national forests to pronote

consi stency"; and

VWHEREAS, 100 years ago, President Theodore Roosevelt (an avid
hunter and outdoorsman) |led the United States Congress in creating
the National Forest System to preserve natural resources and
forest acreage for future generations. National Forest System
| ands in M ssissippi include: Holly Springs National Forest,
Delta National Forest, Tonbi gbee National Forest, Bienville
Nat i onal Forest, Honochitto National Forest and DeSoto Nati onal
Forest. President Roosevelt (who hunted bear in the M ssissipp
Delta) and National Forest System founder G fford Pinchot
envi sioned the systemas a continuing source of tinber and fresh
water to sustain communities which was totally open to hunters,
angl ers and outdoor enthusiasts; and

VWHEREAS, the new Forest Service travel nmanagenent regul ation
W ll result in overbearing restrictions on M ssissippi's hunters,
angl ers and out door enthusiasts, who have been denied traditional
access to National Forest System|lands for gane retrieval, canping
and of f - hi ghway vehicle use; and

WHEREAS, national forests and grasslands are shared resources
held by all Anmericans. Recreational visitors experience themin
many different ways. Across the country, sone of our nost
effective exanples of OHV managenent involve state and | ocal
governnments, notorized and nonnotorized users, and other affected
citizens working together. Partnerships are necessary to

acconplish trail maintenance, restore danage, educate users and

S. C R No. 622 *SS26/ R1465. 3*
07/ SS26/ R1465. 3
PAGE 2



61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81

pronote a spirit of cooperation anong national forest visitors;
and

WHEREAS, it is preferable that the Forest Service work
together with the M ssissippi Departnment of Wldlife, Fisheries
and Parks, conservation groups in M ssissippi and ot her
recreational users of National Forest Systemlands to allow
traditional uses of this |and:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby urge the United States Departnent of Agriculture
Forest Service to reconsider its recent regul ation regarding
travel restrictions on National Forest Systemlands in order to
all ow the use of off-highway vehicles for ganme retrieval, fishing
and canpi ng.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be certified by
the Secretary of State and transmitted to the Chief of the United
States Forest Service, to the Secretary of the United States
Departnent of Agriculture, to the President of the United States
and to nenbers of M ssissippi's congressional del egation, be
forwarded to the M ssissippi Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and

Par ks and be nade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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