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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 620

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG AND COMMVENDI NG THE
AFRI CAN METHODI ST EPI SCOPAL CHURCH AS AN | NSTI TUTI ON FOR HELPI NG
TO FORGE THE WAY TO CI TI ZENSH P AND DI GNI TY TO FORVER SLAVES AND
PEOPLE OF AFRI CAN DECENT I N THE UNI TED STATES AND I N THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, the history of the African Methodi st Epi scopal
Church began in 1787 when a Society |lead by Richard Allen and
Absal om Jones established an African congregation to resist the
enforcenment of religious discrimnation against African-Americans,
when officials at St. George's Methodi st Episcopal Church in
Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vania, pulled African-Anericans off their
knees while praying. This church was born and grew out of the
struggle and the will to survive with dignity. The novenent began
and grew during slavery against all odds and has thrived and
survives today nationally and in our state. |In 1794 Bethel AME
("Mother Bethel") was dedicated with Allen as Pastor. To
establish Bethel's independence, Allen, a forner Del anare sl ave,
successfully sued in the Pennsylvania courts in 1807 and 1815 for
the right of his congregation to exist as an independent
institution, a new Wesl eyan denom nation, the African Methodi st
Epi scopal. Richard Allen becane the first AVE Bi shop; and

VWHEREAS, the African Mt hodi st Episcopal Church is a
time-tested religious and civic institution, when all around us
many i ndependent churches have grown whi ch have no background in
t he struggl es and perseverance of the Black citizens and
contributions that the AME Church has unselfishly made to the

society as a whole; and
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VWHEREAS, many of the African-Anerican | eadership of the State
of M ssissippi has cone fromthe AVE Church, including educators,
busi nessnen, professionals, political |eaders, and mnisters.

H ram Revel s, the first African-Anerican United States Senator,
was a nmenber of the M ssissippi African Methodi st Epi scopal
Church, as was John R Lynch (first African-American Congressnman
fromMssissippi) and |.T. Montgonery (only African-Anerican
menber of the M ssissippi Constitutional Convention of 1890), and
B. K. Bruce and nmany ot her M ssissippi historical figures; and

VWHEREAS, the African Methodi st Episcopal Church in

M ssi ssi ppi was organi zed in January 1864, in Vicksburg,

M ssi ssippi, by the Reverend Page Tyler, a mssionary from

| ndi ana, who nanmed the church Bethel. The Reverend Dr. T.W
Stringer, a freeman from Canada, was the first Pastor of Bethel
he brought the AME Church discipline and a Masonic ritual and was
a political |eader of the freenmen under the Republican Party
standard. He established the T.W Stringer G and Lodge of
Freemasonry for the State of M ssissippi in Vicksburg. Dr.
Stringer's nmonunent stands in the Vicksburg Cenetery and he
remai ns an inspirational figure to the generations who reap the
reward of his untiring work; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. |sai ah Thornton Mntgonery was a founder of
Campbel | College in Edwards, M ssissippi, an institution of the
M ssi ssippi A.ME. Conference established for the religious,
intellectual and industrial devel opnment of African-Anmerican youth.
Dr. Montgonery was al so the founder of Mund Bayou, M ssissippi,
the first all African-Anmerican town in the United States. Dr.
Mont gonmery's humanitarian ideas were far in advance of his tineg,
and he was a controversial nmenber of the M ssissipp
Constitutional Convention of 1890 because of his views. He was a
tireless worker for his race, a fine statesman and a great
Christian | eader and was nourned throughout the country at the

time of his death in 1924; and
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VWHEREAS, in 1891, African Methodi sm pushed across the
Atlantic Ccean into Liberia and Sierra Leone in and into South
Africa in 1896. By the 1990s, the AME included over 2,000, 000
menbers, 8,000 mnisters and 7,000 congregations in nore than 30
nations in North and South America, Africa and Europe. Twenty
bi shops and twel ve general officers conprised the |eadership of
t he denom nation; and

VWHEREAS, the AME Church has been a forerunner of education
for and within the African-Anmerican Conmunity and is also the
church that sponsored the first independent historical black
college in the United States, Wl berforce University in Chio. It
al so established other senior and junior colleges and theol ogi cal
semnaries wthin the United States in the |ate 1800s and early
1900s: Canpbell College (Jackson, M ssissippi); Kittrell College
(Kittrell, North Carolina); Allen University (Colunbia, South
Carolina); Edward Waters Col | ege (Jacksonville, Florida); Mrris
Brown Col | ege (Atlanta, Georgia); Paul Quinn College (Dallas,
Texas); Shorter College (North Little Rock, Arkansas); Jackson
Theol ogi cal Sem nary; Payne Theol ogi cal Sem nary; and Turner
Theol ogi cal Sem nary; and

WHEREAS, the original African Methodi st Epi scopal Churches
founded in Mssissippi in the late 1800s include the foll ow ng:
Bet hel in Vicksburg; Zion Chapel A ME. Church in Natchez; St.
Peter's AAME. Church in Port G bson; St. Matthew s A ME. Church
in Geenville; Pearl Street AAME. Church in Jackson; Friendship
A.ME. Church in O arksdale; Turner Chapel A.ME. Church in
G eenwood; St. James A-ME. Church in Meridian; and Powel | Chapel
in Genada; and

VWHEREAS, several current nenbers of the M ssissippi
Legi sl ature and other state officials are nenbers of the African
Met hodi st Epi scopal Church: Senator Bennie Turner, Senator Wllie

Si mmons, Senator Johnnie Walls, Representative WIllie Bailey,
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Representative Ester Harrison, Representative Robert Johnson and
Chi ef Justice Leslie D. King; and

WHEREAS, the m ssion of the African Methodi st Epi scopal
Church is to mnister to the spiritual, intellectual, physical,
enotional and environnental needs of all people by spreading
Christ's liberating gospel through word and deed. The m ssion has
evolved into a service to the needy through a continuing program
of adm nistering to the needs of those in prisons, hospitals,
nursi ng homes, nental institutions, senior citizens' hones and
encouraging thrift and econom ¢ advancenent; and

VWHEREAS, the African Methodi st Epi scopal Church was founded
as a place of divine worship where people mght find freedomfrom
religious repression. It was founded as a vivid | esson of the
Revol utionary War of 1776, fresh in the nmenories of the citizens
of the new nation, and it is with pride that we recogni ze the
hi storical mssion of this great religious and civic institution
nationally and in the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby recognize and comrend the African Methodi st Epi scopal
(AAME.) Church as an institution for helping to forge the way to
citizenship and dignity to forner slaves and people of African
decent in the United States and the State of M ssissippi, and
wel come the presiding Bishop of the Eighth District to M ssissipp
on the occasion of the church's Mdyear Convocati on.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Bi shop C. Garnett Henning of the Eighth District African Mt hodi st

Epi scopal Church and be nade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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