M SSI SSI PPI  LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007
By: Senator(s) Kirby, Chaney, Dawkins, To: Rules

Dearing, Frazier, Jackson (11th), Posey,
W1 lianson

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 611

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND CI VI C

2 DEDI CATI ON OF CLAI RE NOALI N AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE

3 LEGQ SLATURE.

4 VWHEREAS, Claire Nowin, ACSW LCSW who was recogni zed for

5 her energy and support of children, youth and famlies as a

6 |icensed social worker in M ssissippi, passed away on \Wdnesday,

7 January 10, 2007; and

8 WHEREAS, Claire was a native and lifelong resident of Rankin
9 County, and a graduate of M| saps College. She also received her
10 Master's of Social Wrk degree from Loui siana State University.

11 She achieved the distinction of becom ng a nenber of the Acadeny
12 of Certified Social Wrkers through her nmenbership in the National
13 Association of Social Wrker, and she was |licensed to practice

14 social work at the highest level in Mssissippi, the Licensed

15 Certified Social Wrker position; and

16 VWHEREAS, she began her practice career as a Social Wrker at
17 the M ssissippi Baptist Children's Village in 1972, where she

18 organi zed the Departnment of Social Services. |In 2002, Caire

19 began work for the Hi nds Behavioral Health as a School - Based

20 Therapist for the Jackson Public Schools, where she was enpl oyed
21 until her death. She was a truly tireless, cheerful and dedi cated
22 social worker on behalf of children, youth and famlies in

23 M ssissippi throughout her career; and

24 VWHEREAS, she was currently serving as President of the

25 National Association of Social Wrkers, Mssissippi Chapter (NASW
26 MB), and had been a nmenber of the Board of Directors of NASW M
27 and served as Registration Committee Chairperson for many years.
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She al so served as a nenber of the Governing Boards of the
Nat i onal Council on Accreditation. She was a nenber of the Hinds
County MAP Team where she assisted in reviewi ng child abuse
reports in H nds County, and was a foundi ng nenber of the M5
Association of Child Caring Agencies, through which she al so
contributed tinme and talent to the statew de "Looking to the
Future Conference," focusing on training professionals to address
the service gap for those of |ate adol escent/early adul thood age
who are di spl aced/ honel ess, and in need of transitional |iving,
education and soci al services; and

VWHEREAS, t hroughout her career, Claire acted as Field
Instructor to many social work students. She al so taught as an
Adj unct Professor for one senester in the Departnent of Soci ol ogy,
Social Work and Fami |y Studies at M ssissippi College in Cinton,
M ssi ssi ppi; and

VWHEREAS, the Council on Accreditation (COA), the National
Soci al Service accrediting body, had the pleasure of partnering
with Claire Nowin since 1987, first as a Peer Reviewer. Then in
1996, she becane a Team Leader and has conducted well over 20 site
visits on their behalf. Caire was later nomnated to their
deci si on- maki ng body, the Accreditation Comm ssion, and all agree
that Caire was the epitonme of southern charm grace and spirit.
Claire was | ater nanmed Peer Reviewer of the Year in 2001 and
awar ded t he Consuel o Foundati on Peer Reviewer Award due to her
wor k and dedication to the accreditation process and our goal to
ensure quality services to children, famlies and individuals.
For this distinguished organization, Caire will be m ssed but
wi Il never be forgotten; and

WHEREAS, Claire was a very active nenber of Brandon First
Uni ted Met hodi st Church. Her involvenents included being a nenber
of the choir, working with the youth, serving as Secretary for the
Adm ni strative Board and being a nenber of the Wsley Sunday

School d ass; and
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WHEREAS, Claire was the ultimate advocate, coll eague, nentor
professional and friend to all. dCaire provided support and
advocacy for those vulnerable children and famlies in need. She
al so cared for and advocated for the needs of the elderly and
infirm She supported traditional famly values in settings where
this was not popular, and did not back down in the face of
opposition or ridicule. Her faith in her religious belief system
uphel d her social work values of the worth of the person, and she
directed her energy to address all persons' needs even if their
values were different fromher own. Throughout her career, Caire
supported equality and social justice for vul nerabl e popul ati ons;
and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
inspirational M ssissippi citizen, whose professional energy and
dedication wll be sorely mssed by all who knew her:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby comend the life and civic dedication of Claire
Nowl i n and express to her surviving famly the synpathy of the
Legi sl ature on her passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to
the surviving famly of Claire Nowin, the Board of Directors of
the M ssissippi Chapter of the National Association of Soci al

Wrkers and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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