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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 585

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON TO SALUTE AND HONOR THE MEMORY OF THE
FI VE AGENTS OF THE M SSI SSI PPI BUREAU OF NARCOTI CS WHO HAVE LGOST
THEIR LI'VES IN THE LI NE OF DUTY SI NCE THE FI RST AGENTS WERE SWORN
I NTO SERVI CE | N 1971

VWHEREAS, with due respect and reverence, we salute and honor
the five M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics agents who |ost their
lives in the line of duty since the first agents were sworn into
service in 1971; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics (MBN), created
by the Legislature in 1971, has the duty to provide the citizens
of Mssissippi with a frontline defense agai nst the abuse and
m suse of controlled substances; and

VWHEREAS, the MBN is conprised of a dedicated cadre of support
personnel, agents and intelligence analysts and includes a staff
of approxi mately 200 enpl oyees strategically |ocated throughout
the state; and

WHEREAS, as the state's primary drug enforcenment agency, the
MBN acconplishes its mssion by confiscating drugs and ot her
contraband and by arresting suspected drug violators for
prosecution, which often necessitates dangerous and
life-threatening situations for the agents. The follow ng five
agents have given the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty:

e Agent Harold Lane Cal dwell began his career with the
M ssi ssi ppi Bureau of Narcotics on February 1, 1977, and was
assigned as an agent to the Tupelo District. On Septenber 14,
1979, Agent Caldwell was assisting an Al corn County Sheriff's
Department Deputy on a call involving a kidnapping. Lane and the

deputy attenpted to arrest the subject and Lane was shot and
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killed during the arrest. The kidnapping victimwas rescued as a
result of the valor displayed by Agent Caldwell. Lane becane the
first agent of the M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics killed in the
line of duty. His sacrifice will never be forgotten. Each year,
the M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics honors Lane with an award
bearing his nanme. The H Lane Caldwell Award for Valor is
presented to MBN agents or other enpl oyees with MBN who
denonstrate exceptional heroismand valor either in or out of the
line of duty. Lane was laid to rest at the Pleasant Hills
Cenmetery in Kossuth, Alcorn County, M ssissippi;

e Agent Robert Henry McLeod was hired as an agent with the
M ssi ssi ppi Bureau of Narcotics on Cctober 15, 1988. Hank was
assigned to the Starkville District Ofice and began a career as a
State Narcotics Oficer. He was described as an aggressive,
determ ned agent with the highest potential of advancenent in | aw
enforcenent of anyone in the agency. On Septenber 23, 1989, Hank
was returning honme to Col unbus after working late in Wnston
County. His vehicle left the road and crashed, ending Hank's
life. Hank was laid to rest at the Louisville Menorial Park in
W nston County, M ssissippi;

e Agent Spencer denn Beckley, Sr., becane an agent with
the M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics on February 1, 1986, and was
assigned to the undercover teamin Jackson. Spencer travel ed
across the state working undercover and devel oped a reputation as
one of the best undercover agents in the history of the agency.
On Decenber 23, 1989, while returning fromduty in Jackson,
Spencer was killed in a car accident in Cal houn County. Spencer
was |laid to rest at the Branch Chapel Church Cenetery in
Pittsboro, Cal houn County, M ssissippi;

e Agent Marc Lee Whatley was hired by the M ssissippi Bureau
of Narcotics on October 1, 1996. He began his career as a State
Narcotics O ficer assigned to the Meridian District Ofice.

Marc's devotion to duty exenplified what a State Narcotics Oficer
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shoul d strive to becone. On August 20, 1998, while conducting a
narcotics investigation, Agent Marc Whatley was killed in a
traffic accident in Bay Springs, Mssissippi. Marc was laid to
rest at Gak Hill Cenetery in Laurel, M ssissippi;

e Agent Kinbrough "Kimt' Sterling began his career with the
M ssi ssi ppi Bureau of Narcotics on Decenber 8, 1992, assigned to
the McConb District Ofice. Kimwas |ater tasked as statew de
Donesti ¢ Cannabi s Eradi cati on/ Suppressi on Program Coordi nator for
MBN. On March 23, 2003, at age 49, Kimsuffered a nassive heart
attack which led to a vehicle accident in Amte County. Each year
the M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics honors Kimw th an award
bearing his nane. The Kinbrough Sterling Award for Speci al
Contract Agents is presented to an MBN Special Contract Agent who
denonstrates exceptional dedication and professionalism Agent
KimSterling was laid to rest March 26, 2003, at M. Pl easant
Cenetery in Goster, Amte County, M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, the MBN strives to nake our state a better and safer
place to live, where our children are safe to walk the streets.
It is an honor to recogni ze the service of these fallen agents and
the sacrifices of their surviving famlies; and

VWHEREAS, Agent Harol d Lane Cal dwel |, Agent Robert Henry
McLeod, Agent Spencer d enn Beckley, Sr., Agent Marc Lee Watl ey
and Agent Kinbrough "Kini' Sterling, Lest W Forget:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
W th due respect and reverence, we do hereby salute and honor the
menory of the five agents of the M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics
who have lost their lives in the line of duty since the inception
of the agency in 1971, and express to the surviving famly of
these fallen agents the thanks of a grateful state for their
servi ce.

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That this resolution be presented by

the Director of the M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics to the
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surviving famlies of the agents of the MBN who have | ost their

lives in the line of duty at appropriate annual cerenonies held

for that purpose,
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and be nade available to the Capitol Press
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ST. Salute and honor the nenory of the five
agents of the MBN who have lost their lives in
the line of duty since 1971



