M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007
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Mof fatt, Morgan, Pickering, Robertson,

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 582

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND PUBLI C
SERVI CE OF FORVER GULFPORT MAYOR AND RETI RED BRI GADI ER GENERAL KEN
COMBS, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE

WHEREAS, retired Brigadier General and former Mayor Ki ncheon
Varner (Ken) Conbs, 77, of Qulfport, M ssissippi, died Tuesday,
February 13, 2007; and

VWHEREAS, forner Gul fport Mayor Conmbs served as Mayor from
1989 to 1993 and from 2001 to 2005. Mayor Brent Warr ordered al
flags in the city to be flowm at half-staff in his honor; and

VWHEREAS, he was born April 22, 1929, to Robert and Mary Conbs
and was the oldest of 7 children. He enlisted in the U S. Mrine
Corps at age 17. Wiile enrolled at Jones County Junior College in
Ellisville, Mssissippi, he joined the Army National Guard and his
unit was activated during the Korean Conflict, where he spent 9
nonths in Japan. He later continued his education at Jones County
Juni or College and M ssissippi State University, where he received
a degree in Civil Engineering. M. Conbs also attended the U. S.
Arny Engi neer Oficer School, the U S. Arny Engi neer Advanced
O ficer School, and the Industrial College of the Armed Forces;
and

VWHEREAS, during the late 1950s and early 1960s, Ken Conbs was
a Captain in the Arny National Guard and was the Engineer O ficer
for the State of Mssissippi, with his office in the State Capitol
Bui l ding in Jackson, Mssissippi. |In 1965, he noved to Gul fport
where he becane the Base Civil Engineer at the Air National CGuard

Training Site; and
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VWHEREAS, after many years as the Base Civil Engi neer and
pronotions to Major, Lieutenant Col onel and Col onel, Ken Conbs was
appoi nted Commander of the Air National Guard Training Site until
his retirement in 1989, retiring as Brigadier General, U S A F.

O her appoi ntnents or positions held during his years in the
National Guard were as follows: Vice President of the Ar
National Guard Association, 1972-1973; Director of the National
GQuard Associ ation of M ssissippi, 1977-1979; and appointed to
Executive Council of the National Guard Association of the United
States, 1985; and

VWHEREAS, inmmediately upon retirenent fromthe Air National
GQuard in 1989 he was elected to his first termas Myor of
Qul fport in 1989 and served until 1993 and then was reelected to
his second consecutive termin 1993 and served until 1997; and

VWHEREAS, Mayor Conbs worked for the Public Service Conm ssion
bet ween 1997-2000 with his office being in Biloxi. He was again
el ected Mayor of Gulfport in 2001; and

WHEREAS, to nane every acconplishnment, service, award, honor
or recognition throughout his remarkable lifetinme would be
i npossi ble. Qutstandi ng appoi ntnments or positions held by Myor
Conmbs and his awards/recognitions include: served on the Boy
Scouts Pine Burr Area Council, where he received their highest
honor, and the Silver Beaver Award for Di stinguished Service to
Boyhood, fromthe National Court of Honor of the Boy Scouts of
America, in 1971. He also served on the Grl Scouts Pine Burr
Area Council, recipient of the Paul Harris Award by the Qul fport
Rotary Club, was the Director of Gulfport Cvil Service
Comm ssion, past President of the Qulfport School System Board of
Education, and past President of the Gulf Coast Crine Conmm ssion;
and

VWHEREAS, he was honored by Mayor Bob Short and the Gty of
@l fport when the Courthouse Road Pier was renaned the Ken Conbs
Pier; and
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VWHEREAS, since 1966, M. Conbs was an active nenber of
Trinity United Methodi st Church and served on nunerous church
comm ttees and boards; and

WHEREAS, survivors include his wife of 56 years, N ta Conbs;
t hree daughters, Cathy Conbs Longino, Carol Conbs Smth and
Frances Conmbs McCGuire, all of Qulfport; two sons, Lieutenant
Col onel Robert V. "Bob" (Bobbi Hel ns) Conbs, Ret., Wodbridge,
Virginia, and Ken (Edie Waltman) Conbs, Jr., Qulfport,

M ssi ssippi; 11 grandchildren; two brothers; and nunerous nieces
and nephews | ocated across the United States; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
mlitary and civic | eader who had the support and confi dence of
the residents of the Mssissippi Gulf Coast and a grateful state
of fers our thanks for his selfless service:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and public service of forner
Qul fport Mayor and retired Brigadi er General Kincheon V. (Ken)
Conbs and express to his surviving famly the synpathy of the
Legi sl ature on his passing.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Mayor Conbs and be forwarded to the
@ul fport Mayor Brent Warr and Board of Al dermen and be made

avai lable to the Capitol Press Corps.
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