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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 580

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND CI VI C
CONTRI BUTIONS OF L. J. MARTIN, SR, OF MCCOVB, M SSISSIPPI, THE
FI RST AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN | N THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl SI NCE THE
RECONSTRUCTI ON ERA TO QUALI FY AND RUN FOR MUNI Cl PAL GOVERNMENT
OFFI CE.

VWHEREAS, on Wednesday, February 24, 1965, the seven announced
candi dates for vacancies on the McConb Board of Sel ectnmen included
the first African-Anerican to announce and qualify for rmunicipa
office in the State of M ssissippi since the Reconstruction Era,
so far as history reveals; and

WHEREAS, L. J. Martin, Sr., of the Beartown Comrmunity, filed
his petition to be included in the April 5, 1965, special election
whi ch bore 64 signatures and went through the routine check to
determne if 50 of themwere by valid, qualified city voters which
was verified by the McConb El ection Comm ssion. M. Mrtin
gqualified as the candi date of the Freedom Denocratic Party and was
acconpanied to City Hall by a veteran staff nenber of the Counci
of Federated Organi zations (COFO when filing his petition; and

VWHEREAS, during the GCivil Rights novenent, "Deacon" Martin
was an active nenber of the NAACP and a Watchman for the conmunity
Wi th 24-hour availability to contact Attorney General Robert
Kennedy. He was visited by Drew Pearson, Stokley Carm chael
Cl evel and Sellers, Fannie Lou Hamer, Victoria Gay and Annie
Devine. He was the Director of the Head Start Programin
Beart own; and

VWHEREAS, L. J. Martin, Sr., passed away on Decenber 27, 2001,
at the age of eighty-nine-years-old. He was born August 25, 1912,
in the Holmesville Community of Pike County, M ssissippi, to the
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late Ms. Mary Ois Stevenson and the late M. Joseph Martin. He
was a nenber and deacon of fifty-three years at Society HIl M B.
Church, serving until failing health. H's favorite hytm was "4 d
Ship of Zion"; and

VWHEREAS, Deacon Martin attended Beartown Hi gh School in
McConb, M ssissippi. He worked at the Anerican Box Conpany,
retiring after forty-three years of service. He was an expert
cabi net buil der and carpenter; and

VWHEREAS, L. J. Martin, Sr., was married to Ms. Leola Causey
Martin for 68 years and to their union were el even children; and

WHEREAS, it is with great humlity that we acknow edge the
hi storical civic contributions of this Mssissippi citizen whose
name will not be forgotten:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and civic contributions of L. J.
Martin, Sr., of MConmb, Mssissippi, the first African-Anerican
since the Reconstruction Era to qualify and run for nunici pal
governnent office in the State of M ssissippi, and we extend our
respect to the surviving famly of L. J. Martin, Sr.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of L. J. Martin, Sr., and be forwarded to the

Mayor of MConb, M ssissippi, and be made avail able to the Capitol

Press Corps.
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