M SSI SSI PPI  LEA SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007
By: Senator(s) Hewes, King, Mrgan, Gollott, To: Rules

Robertson, Mffatt, Lee (47th), A britton,
Nunnel ee, Cuevas, Dawkins, Wall ey

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 577

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE

2 UNIVERSITY OF SOQUTHERN M SSI SSI PPl " GOLDEN EAGLES" FOOTBALL TEAM
3 AND HEAD COACH JEFF BONER FOR W NNI NG THE 2007 GVAC BOAL | N

4 MOBI LE, ALABAMA, FOR THEI R QUTSTANDI NG 2006 REGULAR SEASON AND FOR
5 THEI R CONSI STENT POST- SEASON RECORD.

6 VWHEREAS, the USM Gol den Eagl es Foot ball Team gave a good

7 tutorial on howto nmake a halftinme lead hold up in a 28-7 victory
8 over the OGhio University Bobcats on Sunday, January 7, 2007, in

9 the GVAC Bowl in Mbile, Al abama; and

10 VWHEREAS, with big plays, a marathon drive and a snothering
11 defense, Southern Mss gave Chio a tough | esson on a post-season
12 play. After a scoreless first quarter, Southern Mss (9-5) scored
13 21 second quarter points then surged out of halftime with a

14 season-long 17-play touchdown drive that effectively ended any

15 cone back threat; and

16 VWHEREAS, Southern M ss is accustonmed to post-season play,

17 making its fifth consecutive bow appearance and ninth in 10

18 years; and

19 VWHEREAS, post game notes on the Gol den Eagl es GVAC victory
20 are as follows:

21 e Wth the GVAC victory, the Gol den Eagl es finished the 2006
22 season with a 9-5 record. It was the first nine-win season for

23 the Gol den Eagl es since the 2003 canpai gn when they went to the
24 Liberty Bow, and fourth of Coach Jeff Bower's 16-year tenure;

25 e Defeating Chio University, Southern Mss is the only

26 Conference USA to finish the season with a bow victory;

27 e This is the second tinme the Gol den Eagl es have played in
28 the GVAC Bowl, defeating No. 13 Texas Christian University, 28-21
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on Decenber

20,

2000. Southern Mss is the only CUSA teamto

garner a victory in this bow ;

e Janes Denley's score marked the 7th nonoffensive touchdown

of the season and the 4th interception for a touchdown this

season. The seven nonoffensive touchdowns this season is the nost

recorded under

Coach Jeff Bower.

was recorded in 2000 and 2003;

The previous high was six,

wh

e The Southern Mss Captains were No. 70 Ceorge Bati ste,

35 Conrad Chanove,

No. 55 Travis Cooley, No. 21 Jasper

48 Jonat han Pal ner and No. 6 Brandon Sunrall;

e The CGol den Eagl es recorded their

| ongest drive of the

ich

No.

Faul k, No.

season (9:55) and the nost plays in a drive (17 plays) throughout

the season with their fina

rush, with 5:05 left

in the third quarter;

t ouchdown, a 9-yard Dam on Fl et cher

e Senior Ofensive Lineman George Batiste nade his 49th

consecutive career start and the offensive |line was conbi ned for

145 col l ective starting assignnents;

e The GVAC contest marked

in his career at Southern M ss,

e The gane was the Col den Eagl es’

school history,

i ncl udi ng six bowl w ns;

17t h bowl appearance in

i ncl udi ng ei ght bowl victories;

e Southern Mss has made five straight bow appearances,

maki ng them one of 20 schools to acconplish that feat;

Coach Jeff Bower's 10th bow gane

e The CGol den Eagl es are one of 15 schools who have played in

bow ganes in nine of the last ten years;

e Wth the GVWAC gane agai nst Chio University,

Eagl es recorded their first 14-gane season in schoo

t he (ol den

hi story;

e The contest also narked the first tine Southern M ss has

pl ayed in January since 1958.

January four tinmes -- the 1953 Sun Bow ,

the 1954 Sun Bow ,

1957 Tangerine Bow and the 1958 Tangeri ne Bow ;
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e Since 1958, the latest in the season the CGol den Eagl es
have pl ayed is Decenber 31 when they played in the Liberty Bow in
1997, 1999 and 2003; and

VWHEREAS, Southern M ss true Freshman Runni ng Back Dam on
Fl etcher and redshirt Freshman Li nebacker Gerald McRath were naned
to the Scripps Freshman All - Anrerican Team as sel ected by the
Football Witers of America. This marks the sixth year that
Scripps and FWAA has naned a Freshman All - Anerican Team MRat h,
a third-team Al | - Conference USA sel ection and All -Freshman team
menber as well as a first-team The Sporting News Freshman
Al - Arerican, led the Golden Eagles in tackles wth 104 tackles,

i ncluding 59 solo stops, two sacks, 11 tackles for |oss, one pass
breakup and two forced funbles. Fletcher, naned a second-team
Freshman Al |l - Anrerican by The Sporting News, reivals.comand
scout.com was nanmed to the All-Conference USA first team the
Al'l - Conference USA Freshman team and was a finalist for the
Conerly Trophy, signifying the best player in the State of

M ssi ssippi. He was naned the GVAC Bow Most Val uabl e Pl ayer
after finishing wwth 20 carries for 58 yards and scored two
touchdowns. He al so had three catches for 28 yards; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this group
of student athletes whose consistent postseason play has brought
honor to their university, their community and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate the University of Southern
M ssi ssi ppi " CGol den Eagl es"” Football Team and Head Coach Jeff
Bower for wi nning the 2007 GVAC Bow in Mbile, Al abama, for their
out st andi ng 2006 Regul ar Season and for their consistent
post - season record.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Coach Bower and USM Presi dent Shel by Thanes and be forwarded to
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93 the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning and

94 be nmade avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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