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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 576

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE OF WLLYE B
VH TE, THE FI RST WOVAN FROM M SSI SSI PPI TO COWETE AND W N A MEDAL
IN THE CLYMPI C GAMES AND THE FI RST 5-TI ME UNI TED STATES TRACK
OLYMPI AN, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE

VWHEREAS, Wllye B. Wite of G eenwood, M ssissippi, who
willed her way out of the M ssissippi Delta cotton fields and
becanme the first Anerican track and field athlete to conpete in
five AQynpics, died on February 7, 2007, at the age of 67, in
Chicago, Illinois; and

VWHEREAS, Wl lye Wiite conpeted in every Aynpics Ganme from
1956 through 1972, and an injury kept her off the 1976 team She
won a Silver Medal in the long junp in 1956, when she was a
16-year-ol d high school Sophonore, and another in the 4x100-neter
relay in 1964; and

VWHEREAS, two-tine silver nedalist WIlye Wite participated
on five United States A ynpic teans at five A ynpiads; in 1956,
Mel bour ne, Australia; 1960, Ronme, Italy; 1964, Tokyo, Japan; 1968,
Mexico City, Mexico; and 1972, Minich, Gernmany; and

VWHEREAS, Wllye Wiite is the first woman from M ssi ssippi to
conpete in the Aynpic Ganes and win a nedal ; and

VWHEREAS, she was Anerica's best fenmale | ong junper for al nost
two decades, with a career best of 21 feet 6 inches. She won nine
consecutive United States outdoor chanpi onshi ps, set seven
Anerican records and, by her count, conpeted in 150 nations. At
5'4" and 130 pounds, she could performweight-lifting squats with

nore than 380 pounds; and
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VWHEREAS, W Il lye Wiite was born Decenber 31, 1939, in Money,
M ssi ssippi, and grew up in G eenwod, where she was raised by her
grandparents; and

VWHEREAS, she started chopping cotton when she was ten, Wllye
told Sports Illustrated in 1975. The only way she could get any
recognition was through sports; and

WHEREAS, Wite started track as a ten-year-old sprinter, then
turned to the long junp because, for every 500 sprinters there
were only two long junpers. She |ater entered Tennessee State
University, where the track coach was the renowned Ed Tenple. In
1960, she noved to Chicago and, in 1976, earned a degree in Public
Health Adm nistration from Chicago State University; and

VWHEREAS, she started her career as a practical nurse. Then
she spent 37 years working in city governnent as a health
adm nistrator, a director of recreational services and a creator
of sports prograns for young girls in housing projects. In 1991,
she founded the WIllye Wite Foundation to help children devel op
sel f-esteem and

VWHEREAS, as a nenber of 39 international sports teans over
the course of her career, WIIlye conpeted in nore than 150
nations. She represented her sport on the U S dynpic Conmttee,
was a Coach for the National Sports Festival in 1979 and 1981, was
Coach and Manager for the 1981 Wrld Cup Track and Field
Chanpi onship in Brussels and Rone, and was Head Coach for the 1994
A ynmpic Sports Festival; and

WHEREAS, a native of G eenwood, M ssissippi, a 1959 graduate
of Broad Street H gh School, and a graduate of Chicago State
University, WIllye was a nmenber of the National Association of
Sports and Physical Education Hall of Fane, the Black Sports Hal
of Fanme, the Wonen Sports Foundation Hall of Fanme, the National
Track and Field Hall of Fane, the Chicago Sports Hall of Fane, the
Hel ns Hall of Fame, the M ssissippi State University Hall of Fane

and the Tennessee State University Hall of Fanme. She was on the

S. C R No. 576 *SS02/ R1357*
07/ SS02/ R1357
PAGE 2



60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83

Board of Directors of the American Council on Exercise, the
[1linois Governor's Council on Physical Fitness and Health and
nunmerous other athletic boards and conmttees; and

WHEREAS, W I lye had a broad range of experience as a sports
comrent at or and broadcaster with NBC, CBS, ESPN, WIBS and Arned
Forces Radio. She was the official spokesperson for the AAU
Junior Aynpics from 1983 through 1987; WIIlye was Founder and
President of the WIlye Wite Foundati on and WBW Hang On
Producti ons; and

WHEREAS, Wite is survived by a brother and a sister; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
star athlete and role nodel for future O ynpians, whose career and
acconpl i shnents brought honor to her school, her community and to
the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life of Wllye B. Wiite, the first woman
fromM ssissippi to conpete and win a nedal in the dynpic Ganes
and the first 5-Tine United States Track O ynpian, and express to
her surviving famly the synpathy of the Legislature on her
passi ng.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of WIllye Wiite and be nmade avail able to the

Capitol Press Corps.
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