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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 568

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON DESI GNATI NG THE THI RD SATURDAY OF
JUNE, I'N 2007 AND I N EACH SUCCEEDI NG YEAR, AS "JUNETEENTH' FREEDOM
DAY I N M SSI SSI PPI .

VWHEREAS, the date of June 19 is known as "Juneteenth,” and it
is the oldest nationally cel ebrated conmenorati on of the ending of
slavery in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, the conmenoration of June 19th as Juneteenth
specifically refers to the fact that, even though President
Li ncol n announced the Emanci pation Proclamation in 1863, the
j oyous news of freedom from slavery did not reach certain
Anericans in Gal veston, Texas, until June 19, 1865; and

VWHEREAS, Juneteenth comenorates freedom from slavery in
Anerica, enphasi zes education and achi evenent, and is a tine for
reflection and rejoicing in the African-Anmerican experience; and

VWHEREAS, the celebration of Juneteenth is inclusive of al
races, ethnicities, religions and nationalities, in that citizens
across our country join hands in acknow edging a period in our
hi story that has influenced our society, a great society, that
advances the ideals of liberty and justice for all and
acknow edges the great advances in race relations which have
occurred in the State of M ssissippi over the past generation; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi will again be set apart as a national
| eader in seeking to bridge a difficult past and conplicated
present to attain a harnoni ous and prosperous future, and the
conmenor ation of "Juneteenth" offers an occasion to renenber the

bonds of our unity and conmon destiny:
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
the third Saturday of June in 2007, and in each succeedi ng year,
be designated as "Juneteenth" Freedom Day in M ssissippi.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That we do hereby call upon the
people of the State of Mssissippi to reflect upon the significant
roles and many contributions of African-Anmericans to M ssissipp
and the nation throughout history and today, and to celebrate this
day with appropriate activities and events that honor this rich
| egacy.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Secretary of State shal
transmt a copy of this resolution to the State Superintendent of
Education, the Director of the State Board of Conmmunity and Juni or
Col | eges, the Conm ssioner of H gher Education and to nenbers of
M ssi ssippi's congressional delegation for dissemnation to their
students and respective constituents, and the Secretary of the
Senate shall post the designation of this day on the Legislature's
Wb site, so that all citizens may be apprised of the sense of the

Legislature in this matter.
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