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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 560

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE SCHOLASTI C GULF COAST
RECOVERY | NI TI ATI VE AND THANKI NG THESE CI TI ZENS FOR THEI R
ACCOWVPLI SHVENTS | N ASSI STI NG THE RECOVERY OF SCHOOLS | N THE
AFTERVATH OF HURRI CANE KATRI NA

VWHEREAS, when any type of tragedy strikes a school, the
comunity's ecology is affected. The learning systemis
di srupted. During |last year's catastrophic hurricane season,
despite the fact that schools worked against incredible odds to
depl oy their energency response plans, and acknow edgi ng t he
i ncredi bl e progress nade by many districts over the past nine
nonths, the infrastructure of many schools is critically weak and
maj or hindrances to | earning exist; and

VWHEREAS, by devel opi ng conpr ehensi ve, research-based
curriculum and training for school |eaders and educators, and by
devel opi ng recovery resource tools for children, the Scholastic
@ul f Coast Recovery Initiative, the global children's publishing,
education and nedi a conpany, has started an ongoing conmtnent to
supporting the restoration of the learning infrastructure on the
M ssi ssippi Gulf Coast. The Schol astic Gulf Coast Recovery
Initiative is assisting schools facilitate | earning recovery; and

VWHEREAS, it is critical for adm nistrators and educators to
be fully prepared to address the educational/learning recovery
needs of schools before a disaster strikes. As part of that
preparation it is inportant for educational |eaders to understand
and how to foster high-performance |earning cultures where
students have the resources and structures needed to achi eve
academcally and socially. It is also essential for |eaders to

recei ve professional devel opnment around how to pronote and sustain
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such learning environnents. After a disaster or crisis situation,
children need enotional and nental support resources to facilitate
recovery; and

WHEREAS, the Scholastic Gulf Coast Recovery Initiative is
assi sting | eaders and educators prepare for disasters by | ooking
at nodels for reducing barriers to learning. The Schol astic
Initiative will also help | eaders understand the inportance of,
and how to put in practice, the establishnment and mai nt enance of
external community rel ati onships and networks that can sustain
student achi evenent before and after a disaster or disruption of
the learning community. The Scholastic Initiative wll also
provi de support for children affected by disasters in the form of
books and other therapeutic materials; and

VWHEREAS, Schol astic Initiative has provided direct in-kind
support for educational recovery in Louisiana, M ssissippi,
Al abama, Florida and Texas. Book donations are coordi nated
t hrough nonprofit agencies serving the regions. The conpany is
well on its way of fulfilling its pledge to provide a half-mllion
dollars' worth of books and reference material to CGulf Coast
comuni ties; and

VWHEREAS, in M ssissippi, books have been donated to schools
t hrough organi zations that partner with Kids in D stressed
Situations (KIDS), a national nonprofit organization. Schools in
Bay St. Louis, Biloxi and Ocean Springs were served as part of
this effort; and

VWHEREAS, in an effort to help school libraries in the Gulf
Coast region, "Wekend Today" joined forces with Schol astic
Initiative, to |aunch "Today Turns the Page: A Book Drive for the
@Qul f Coast." Thanks to the generosity of "Wekend Today" viewers,
at | east six schools in the Gulf Coast will be able to rebuild
their school libraries, and get the right books into the hands of

students; and
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VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
sust ai ned recovery and restoration of the learning infrastructure
whi ch has been provided by these corporate citizens and the
generosity of individuals who have assisted themin the best
practices for total school recovery:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the Scholastic Gulf Coast Recovery Initiative
and thank these corporate citizens and the individuals working
Wi th Scholastic Initiative for their acconplishnments in assisting
the total recovery of schools in the aftermath of the devastation
of Hurricane Katrina, and extend the best w shes of the
Legislature for the future success of this rebuilding effort.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
M. Valter Watts, representing the Schol astic @Qulf Coast Recovery
Initiative, and be forwarded to the State Board of Education and

made avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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