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Senator(s) Fillingane To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 558

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG AND COMMVENDI NG THE
SELFLESS SERVI CE AND DEDI CATED CAREER OF ROBERT R LATHAM JR ,
UPON HI S RETI REMENT AS THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE M SSI SSI PP
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY.

VWHEREAS, after nore than 25 years of public service, as of
July 1, 2006, Robert R Latham Jr., Executive Director of the
M ssi ssi ppi  Energency Managenment Agency and a native of Senatobi a,
M ssi ssi ppi, ended his career in public service to the citizens of
M ssi ssi ppi upon his retirenment; and

VWHEREAS, having served as MEMA' s Executive Director for six
years, he lead the state's response and recovery efforts to nore
than 11 Presidential Disaster Declarations, 7 United States Smal |
Busi ness Admi nistration D saster Declarations and 19 CGovernor
Decl ared State of Emergencies; including our nation's worst
natural disaster, Hurricane Katrina, which struck the state on
August 29, 2005; and

VWHEREAS, during his tenure at MEMA, Robert Latham had the
vision to ensure federal funding to help build a state-of-the-art
energency operations center and to purchase a nobil e operations
unit, to increase the state's county energency nanagenment prograns
from46 to all 82 counties to ensure that all local governnents in
the state are prepared to respond and recover from future
di sasters; and

VWHEREAS, before joining the agency in February 2000, Robert
al so served the citizens as Tate County's Energency Managenent
Director, Fire Coordinator and as President of the Tate County
E-911 Board; and 18 years as Chief of the Senatobia Volunteer Fire

Departnment; and
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WHEREAS, he al so served for 26 years with the M ssissipp
National Guard and retired fromthat career in 1995 at the rank of
Sergeant Major; and

WHEREAS, M. Latham al so served on various conmttees and
organi zations including two terns as President for the Central
United States Earthquake Consortium Chairmanship of the National
Enmer gency Managenent Association's Legislative Commttee, and
lifetime nmenbership to the Mssissippi Cvil Defensel/ Energency
Managenent Associ ation, an organi zation that recogni zed himas the
Enmer gency Manager of the Year Award in 2000; and

WHEREAS, Robert Latham was al so presented with nmany awards
and accommodations during his career for his |lifelong service to
al ways hel p further the cause of energency managenent not only
t hroughout M ssi ssippi, but the entire United States, as it was
his passion to ensure that public education about disaster
preparedness was a forefront of the M ssissippi Energency
Managenent Agency; and

VWHEREAS, this Legislature finds it nost benefiting and
appropriate to recognize the diligence of this state enpl oyee who
has unsel fishly given of his tinme and energy to provide a safer
and better nmeans of living to all the citizens of this state, and
has gone above and beyond the call of duty to ensure the disaster
preparedness of all M ssissippi residents:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate Robert Latham on the
occasion of his retirement fromthe M ssissippi Energency
Managenment Agency and extend warnmest wi shes for continued success
in all his future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Robert R Latham Jr., and forwarded to the M ssissippi Energency

Managenent Agency and nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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