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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 556

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE OUTSTANDI NG CAREER OF
OLE M SS ALL- AMERI CAN SENI OR LI NEBACKER PATRI CK W LLI S AND
RECOGNI ZI NG HI' S NATI ONAL AWARDS

VWHEREAS, 6' 3", 230-pound All-Anerican Senior Linebacker
Patrick WIllis (No. 49) has dom nated opposi ng of fenses and earned
his place as the nost heral ded defensive player in Ae Mss
football history; and

VWHEREAS, in a day and age when the average coll ege foot bal
player is rarely willing to wait for an opportunity, Senior
Li nebacker Patrick WIlis has displayed an adm rabl e amount of
patience throughout his career with the Qe Mss Rebels. A 2005
Al l - Anerica sel ection and candi date for nunerous national awards
this season, WIllis did not nake the starting lineup until his
Juni or year, and then chose to wait for his chance to enter the
prof essional ranks by returning to Qe Mss for his Senior
canpaign. It would be hard for anyone to pass up the kind of
financial stability that would conme from being an early-round

draft pick in the National Football League, but WIllis did just

that, and for a variety of reasons. "I just wanted to enjoy this
Seni or year as a student and as a coll ege football player," said
t he 2006 Chucky Mullins Courage Award recipient. "Il've enjoyed

playing with my teammates again. After not having a healthy
season like | wanted to (last year) and al so being projected as a
third-round draft pick, | felt like |I was better than that. |
hope when it's all said and done this year that | can prove that";

and
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VWHEREAS, WIlis |led the Sout heastern Conference in tackles
for the second-straight season with 137, including 87 solos. He
finished the season ranked sixth in the NCAA in total tackles and
third in solo tackles. In addition, he had three sacks, 11.5 TFLs
for mnus 44 yards, seven passes defensed, two forced funbles and
one funble recovery; and

VWHEREAS, Patrick WIllis was named the 2006 But kus Award
wi nner on Thursday, Decenber 7, 2006, at the Honme Depot/ ESPN
Col | ege Football Awards Show. WIlis, a Bruceton, Tennessee
native, is the first player fromthe State of M ssissippi to take
hone the award honoring the nation's top |inebacker. The Butkus
Award carries the nanme and support of one of the greatest mddle
I i nebackers in football history, D ck Butkus. "I would like to
t hank ny Head Coach Ed Orgeron, ny foster parents, Chris and Julie
Finley, nmy teammates and the entire Qe Mss famly for supporting
me throughout ny career," said WIllis, who becane only the second
pl ayer fromthe SECto win the award. WIIlis was al so recogni zed
as a nenber of the 2006 Walter Canp All-Anerica Team at the awards
show;, and

VWHEREAS, Patrick WIlis picked up another National Award on
Monday, Decenber 18, 2006, when he was named the recipient of the
Jack Lambert Award, which is presented by the Touchdown C ub of
Col unbus, Chio, to college football's Top Linebacker. The Lanbert
Award is nanmed for Pittsburgh Steelers great and Pro Football Hal
of Fanme Linebacker Jack Lanbert; and

VWHEREAS, Wl lis also picked up another first team Al - Anerica
honor when he was recogni zed by ESPN.com He had previously been
honored with First Team Al |l - Anerica status this year by The
Associ ated Press, the Walter Canp Football Foundation, Sporting
News, the Football Witers' Association of America, Pro Foot bal
Weekly, the Gidiron Gazette, Sl.com CBSSportsline.com

Ri val s. com and Scout.com and
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VWHEREAS, by being naned to a majority of the major
All - Arerica squads, WIlis becones the first consensus
Al -Arerican at e Mss since Rebel tight end Rufus French in
1998. WIllis has now been selected First Team Al |l - Anerican by 11
different publications and/or organi zations, joining three other
O e Mss players to have earned first team honors on 11 different
Al'l - Arerica squads: End Barney Poole in 1947; Full back Charlie
Flowers in 1959; and Tackle JimDunaway in 1962. Quarterback Jake
G bbs is the nost honored Oe Mss player when it cones to being
named first team Al |l - Anerican, having been selected to 12
different teans in 1960; and

WHEREAS, the Bruceton, Tennessee native was previously
honored as the SEC Defensive Player of the Year by both The
Associ ated Press and the | eague coaches. WIlIlis joins fornmer
Rebel s Parker Hall (1938), Barney Poole (1948), Kline G| bert
(1952), Crawford M ns (1953), Rex Reed Boggan (1954), Charlie
Fl owers (1959), Jake G bbs (1960), Allen Brown (1964), Wesley
Wal | s (1988), Everett Lindsay (1992) and Rufus French (1998), as
The Associated Press Al -Anerica picks; and

VWHEREAS, he picked up his first award of the 2006 season on
Wednesday, Novenber 29, 2006, when he won the Conerly Trophy,
given to the best college football player in the state. The
wi nner of the Conerly Trophy, named for former Quarterback Charlie
Conerly, a O arksdale, M ssissippi native who starred for Oe Mss
and the New York G ants, is awarded by a panel of 60 M ssissipp
nmedi a representatives; and

VWHEREAS, not only has WIllis continued to be an all-star
performer individually, he has relished the opportunity to | ead
the team as one of two pernmanent team captains, along with
O fensi ve Li neman Andrew W cker; and

VWHEREAS, one of the main factors in WIllis' decision to
return was to earn his college degree. He is currently on track

to graduate in May 2007 with a Bachelor's Degree in Crim nal
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Justice. Wile so many nodern-day athletes junp at the chance for
instant glory, WIlis has worked on securing a solid background of
| earning about life and football. H s difficult childhood has
been wel |l docunented, but Patrick WIllis has admrably not used
that as an excuse to forego a col |l ege degree; and

VWHEREAS, whether he will use his physical tools as a speedy
I i nebacker in the NFL, or he will use his college degree and
ent husiasm for comunity service to contribute as an everyday
citizen, or both, Patrick WIllis is an exceptional graduate of the
University of Mssissippi and Oe Mss Football, and it is with
great pride that we recogni ze the accol ades of this student
at hl ete who brought honor to his university, his career and to the
State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the outstanding career of e Mss Senior
Li nebacker Patrick WIlis, congratulate himfor his many nati onal
awards and extend to himand his famly our best wi shes for a
successful career in professional football and in his future
endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Patrick WIllis and forwarded to Head Football Coach Ed Orgeron and

Chancel | or Robert Khayat and be made available to the Capitol

Press Corps.
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