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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 544

A CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON REQUESTI NG THE DI VI SI ON OF MEDI CAI D
TO | MPLEMENT A PI LOT PROGRAM TO PROVI DE CHRONI C DI SEASE MANAGEMENT
OF CHRONI C OBSTRUCTI VE PULMONARY DI SEASE

VWHEREAS, chronic obstructive pul nonary di sease (COPD), al so
known as chronic bronchitis and enphysema, is the fourth | eading
cause of death in the United States and the only one of the top
five causes whose preval ence and death rate are rising; and

VWHEREAS, COPD is a chronic progressive di sease which inpacts
an estimated 30 mllion Anericans and caused approximtely 121, 000
deaths in 2000; and

VWHEREAS, the annual cost to the nation for COPD in 2000 was
estimated to be approximately $30.4 Billion; and

VWHEREAS, early di agnosis and managenent of COPD can
effectively reduce the overall financial burden of the illness
wi thin public progranms such as Medicai d; and

VWHEREAS, proper managenment of COPD can | ead to inproved
quality of life and self-sufficiency on the part of patients cared
for within public prograns:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby encourage the Division of Medicaid to pursue the
feasibility of inplenmenting a pilot programto provide chronic
di sease managenent of chronic obstructive pul nonary di sease (COPD)
using private sources of funding in an effort to reduce the
financial and clinical burden of COPD illness upon the Medicaid

program and the citizens of M ssissippi.
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BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That if a pilot programis deened
feasi bl e, that such a program be inplenmented and a report of
findings and reconmendati ons be prepared and provided to the
Ofice of the Governor and the Chairnmen of the House and Senate
Public Health and Wl fare Conmttees and the Chairman of the House
Medicaid Commttee in order to evaluate the effectiveness of the
pilot programin reducing costs within the Medicaid programand in

providing inproved health and well-being of the affected patients.
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