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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 543

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE DEDI CATED M LI TARY
CAREER OF SERGEANT FI RST CLASS ROBERT D. THORNTON AND
CONGRATULATING HHM I N HONOR OF H'S 25 YEARS OF SERVI CE I N THE
UNI TED STATES ARMY AND THE M SSI SSI PP ARMY NATI ONAL GUARD.

VWHEREAS, Sergeant First C ass Robert D. Thornton retired with
over 25 years of service in the Mssissippi Arnmy National Guard on
Oct ober 31, 2006. Sergeant Thornton's exenplary career was
honored by a retirement cerenony on August 11, 2007, attended by
di stingui shed nenbers of the mlitary. Upon his retirenent,

Ser geant Thornton conmenced service as the Physical Security
Progr anf Budget Manager for the M ssissippi Arny National Guard;
and

VWHEREAS, a summary of Sergeant First C ass Robert D
Thornton's service is as follows: SFC Thornton enlisted in the
114th Mlitary Police Conpany, dinton, M ssissippi, on January
23, 1981; from May 20, 1981, through Septenber 9, 1981, he was
assigned to Echo Conpany, 10th Battalion, One Station Unit
Training at Ft. Mcdellan, Al abanma; on Septenber 9, 1981, he
graduated fromM litary Police School and was reassigned to the
114th Mlitary Police Conpany; from Septenber 1981 through June
1984, he served in various positions to include M 60 gunner,
driver and RTO for a Mlitary Police squad; in June 1984, SFC
Thornton began his AGR career with the 114th MIlitary Police
Conmpany as the Unit Arnorer/Supply Specialist; he served in this
position until March 1985, when he was assigned as the Assistant
Trai ni ng NCO Team Leader for 3rd Squad, 1st Pl atoon, 114th
Mlitary Police Conpany; he served in this position until Decenber

1986, when he was assigned as the Unit Supply Sergeant for the
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114th Mlitary Police Conpany; in Septenber 1990, SFC Thornton was
nmobilized wwth his unit for Operation Desert Shield/ Desert Storm
and was stationed in R yadh, Saudi Arabia, from Novenber 1990
t hrough May 1991; in Septenber 1994, SFC Thornton was assigned as
Readi ness NCO Rear Battle NCO for the 114th Mlitary Police
Company; in this position, he was responsible for the day-to-day
operations for the 114th MIlitary Police Conpany; in Decenber
1995, SFC Thornton was nobilized with his unit for Operation Joint
Endeavor and was stationed in Mannhei m and Hei del berg, Germany,
from Decenber 1995 t hrough August 1996; during this period, he was
assi gned as Assistant Qperations NCO and was responsi ble for
setting up the Force Protection Plan for American Sol diers and
famlies assigned to the Mannhei nf Hei del berg area; from August
1996 t hrough February 2000, SFC Thornton was once agai n assi gned
as Readi ness NCO Rear Battle NCO for the 114th Mlitary Police
Conmpany; in February 2000, SFC Thornton was transferred to JFH M5
as a Training NCO his primary responsibility has been to
adm ni ster the budget for annual training, and to set up and
ensure troops are receiving quality training in accordance with
their m ssions; this coordination has taken SFC Thornton to
various posts in the United States, Germany, Italy and Korea; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant First C ass Thornton has conpleted the
Primary Leadership Devel opnent Course (5th Mechanical Infantry,
Ft. Pol k, Louisiana), the Basic Nonconm ssioned O ficer Course
(Ft. Lee, Virginia) where he was sel ected as Honor G aduate, and
t he Advanced Noncomm ssioned O ficer Course for Mlitary Police
(Ft. Mmdellan, A abam); and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant First O ass Thornton has served on State
Active Duty on three occasions. These were in support of
Hurricane El ana on the M ssissippi Gulf Coast in 1985, the Ice
Stormthat hit the Mssissippi Delta in 1994, and Hurricane

Georges on the M ssissippi Gulf Coast in 1999; and
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VWHEREAS, Sergeant First C ass Thornton was selected as the
AGR Sol dier of the Year for the 114th Mlitary Police Conpany in
1999. He conpeted at the next |level and was sel ected as the AGR
Sol dier of the Year for the 66th Troop Command in 1999 and was
subsequently selected as AGR Sol dier of the Year for M ssissippi,
where he went on to conpete at the First Arnmy Level; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant First Cass Thornton's awards include the
Meritorious Service Medal with one oak | eaf cluster, the Arny
Commendati on Medal wth 3 oak |eaf clusters, the Arny Achi evenent
Medal with 3 oak | eaf clusters, the Arny Good Conduct Medal (7th
Award), the Arnmy Reserve Conponents Achi evenent Medal with 3 oak
| eaf clusters, the National Defense Service Medal, the Southwest
Asia Service Medal with 3 Bronze Service Stars, the Humanitarian
Service Medal with one oak |eaf cluster, the Armed Forces Reserve
Medal (2nd Award), the Noncomm ssioned O ficer Professional
Devel opnent R bbon with nuneral 3, the Arnmy Service Ri bbon, the
Arny Service Conponent Overseas Training R bbon, the Arned Forces
Reserve Medal with M and Hour d ass Device, the Kuwait Liberation
Medal (Ki ngdom of Saudi Arabia), the Kuwait Liberation Medal
(Kuwait), and the d obal War on Terrorism Ri bbon. His state
awards include the M ssissippi Magnolia Cross, the M ssissipp
Commendati on Medal, the M ssissippi War Medal, and the M ssissipp
Ener gency Service Medal; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant First O ass Thornton hol ds a Bachel or of
Science in Individualized Studies with a concentration in Hi story
fromCharter Oak State College in Connecticut with a mnor in
Crimnal Justice; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant First Cass Thornton is married to the
former Melanie J. Russell of Crystal Springs, Mssissippi. They
have three sons, Drew, Chad and Jordan, and one grand-daughter,

Hannah; and
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VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
out st andi ng career of this professional soldier who is continuing
hi s dedicated service to a grateful state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the dedicated mlitary career of Sergeant
First C ass Robert D. Thornton of dinton, M ssissippi, and
congratulate himin honor of his 25 years of service in the United
States Arny and the M ssissippi Arny National Guard and as he
commences his state service career wwth the M ssissippi National
Guard.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Sergeant Thornton and his famly, forwarded to the Adjutant
General of the M ssissippi National Guard and be nade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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