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Senator(s) Little To: Local and Private

SENATE BI LL NO. 3223

AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 861, LOCAL AND PRI VATE LAWS OF 1983,
AS LAST AMENDED BY CHAPTER 989, LOCAL AND PRI VATE LAWS OF 1997, TO
| NCREASE THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE CORI NTH AREA TOURI SM PROMOTI ON
COUNCI L BY AUTHORI ZI NG THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CI TY
OF CORI NTH AND THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS OF ALCORN COUNTY TO EACH
APPO NT AN ADDI TI ONAL MEMBER; TO | NCREASE THE AMOUNT OF THE BOND
THAT MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L MUST ENTER | NTO AND TO REQUI RE
EMPLOYEES OF THE COUNCI L TO ENTER | NTO AND G VE BOND I N THE SAME
AMOUNT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Chapter 861, Local and Private Laws of 1983, as
anended by Chapter 901, Local and Private Laws of 1988, as anended
by Chapter 899, Local and Private Laws of 1992, as anmended by
Chapter 978, Local and Private Laws of 1993, as anended by Chapter
1002, Local and Private Laws of 1995, as anended by Chapter 989,
Local and Private Laws of 1997, is anended as foll ows:

Section 1. As used in this act, the follow ng words shal
have the neani ngs ascribed to themin this section unless
otherwise clearly indicated by the context in which they are used:

(a) "Council"™ means the Corinth Area Tourism Pronotion
Counci | .

(b) "Bed and breakfast," "hotel,"” "inn" and "notel"
mean and i nclude any establishment engaged in the business of
furni shing or providing roons intended or designed for dwelling,
| odgi ng or sl eeping purposes to transient guests, where such
establishment consists of two (2) or nore guest roons. "Bed and

breakfast,” "hotel,"” "inn" and "notel" shall not include or
enconpass any hospital, conval escent or nursing hone, sanitarium

or any hotel-like facility operated by or in connection with a
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hospital or nedical clinic providing roonms exclusively for
patients and their famlies.

(c) "Restaurant" nmeans and includes all places where
prepared food and beverages are sold for consunption, whether such
food is consunmed on the prem ses or not. "Restaurant" shall not
i ncl ude any school, hospital, conval escent or nursing honme, or any
restaurant-like facility operated by or in connection with a
school, hospital, medical clinic, conval escent or nursing honme
providing food for students, patients, visitors and their
famlies.

(d) "Organization" nmeans and includes all persons,
busi ness entities of any type recogni zed under the | aws of the
State of M ssissippi, and any other civic, comunity, cultural or
hi stori c organi zati ons.

(e) "Prepared food" neans and includes any food
prepared on the prem ses of a restaurant. This shall include
fountain drinks but shall exclude food and beverages sold through
vendi ng nmachi nes and nonprepared groceries and beverages.

(f) "Beverage" neans and includes all beverages,
whet her al coholic or nonal coholic.

(g) "Capital project” nmeans and includes any project
for which the primary purpose is to purchase, renovate, repair,
construct or replace any real property, building or other
facility, easenent, equipnent, fixture or other personal property,
i ncluding any and all necessary and/or required prelimnary
activities.

(h) "Marketing and pronotion" neans and includes al
activities whose primary purpose is to attract the attention of
potential tourists, and shall include, but not be limted to,
advertising via television, radi o, nmagazi ne, newspaper,
bill boards, and all other comuni cation nedi uns.

Section 2. (1) There is hereby created and established in

Al corn County, M ssissippi, a council whose purpose is the
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pronmotion of tourismin said county. The organi zation so created
shall be named the "Corinth Area Tourism Pronotion Council.”

(2) The council shall be domiciled in Alcorn County. It
shal |l have authority to sue and be sued and to pronul gate and
enact all bylaws, rules and regul ati ons necessary or advant ageous
to the purpose of the council.

(3) The council shall have jurisdiction and authority over
all matters relating to establishing, pronoting and devel opi ng
tourism along with related matters, in Al corn County,

M ssissippi. The council is authorized to purchase, sell, own,
| ease, rent, option or otherw se furnish, equip and operate any
and all real property, facilities and equi pnent necessary or
useful in the pronotion of tourismand to receive and expend,
subject to the provisions of this act, revenues from any source.

(4) The council is authorized to enploy personnel, obtain
supplies, furnishings and other facilities necessary to adm nister
the affairs and duties of the council and to pay for sanme out of
the revenue provided by this act.

(5) The council is authorized to borrow noney to pay its
operating obligations that cannot be paid at maturity out of
current revenue fromthe tax authorized herein, but the anmount so
borrowed shall in no case exceed the estimated incone of the
council as shown by the budget adopted prior to that tine, and the
tax incone of the council, as shown by the budget, shall be
dedi cated and set aside to the paynent of the certificates of
i ndebt edness as they nature.

Section 3. (1) The council shall be conposed of nine (9)
menbers who shall be known as directors. The directors shal
serve w thout conpensation and shall be appointed and qualified to
take office within thirty (30) days after the effective date of
Senate Bill No. 3281, 1995 Regul ar Session. The initial

appoi ntnents to the council shall be for the follow ng terns:
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(a) Three (3) nmenbers of the council shall be nom nated
by the Corinth Area Restaurant Association. One (1) of these
menbers shall be nom nated for a termof one (1) year, one (1)
menber for two (2) years, and one (1) nenber for three (3) years.
In the event that there is no Corinth Area Restaurant Associ ation,
then the Mayor and Board of Aldernen of the Gty of Corinth and
the Board of Supervisors of Alcorn County shall jointly appoint
three (3) nenbers of the council * * *. One (1) of these nenbers
shal |l be appointed for a termof one (1) year, one (1) nmenber for
two (2) years, and one (1) nenber for three (3) years.

(b) Two (2) nenbers of the council shall be nom nated
by the Corinth Area Hotel/Mtel/lInn/Bed and Breakfast Associ ation.
One (1) nenber shall be nomnated for a termof one (1) year and
one (1) nenber for a termof tw (2) years. |In the event that
there is no Corinth Area Hotel/Mtel/lnn/Bed and Breakf ast
Associ ation, then the Mayor and Board of Al dernen of the Gty of
Corinth and the Board of Supervisors of Al corn County shal
jointly appoint two (2) nmenbers of the council * * *.  One (1)
menber shall be appointed for a termof one (1) year and one (1)
menber for a termof tw (2) years.

(c) (i) Through October 17, 2008, one (1) nenber of

the council shall be appointed by the Mayor and Board of Al dernen

of the Gty of Corinth for a termof three (3) years and one (1)

nmenber shall be appointed by the Mayor and Board of Al dernan of

the Gty of Corinth for a termto begin within fifteen (15) days

after the effective date of Senate Bill No. 3223, 2007 Regul ar

Session, and to end on Cctober 17, 2008.

(ii1) Fromand after October 18, 2008, two (2)

menbers of the council shall be appointed by the Mayor and Board

of Aldernen of the Gty of Corinth for a termof four (4) years.

(d) (i) Through October 17, 2007, one (1) nmenber of

the council shall be appointed by the Board of Supervisors of

Al corn County for a termof four (4) years and one (1) nenber
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shal | be appointed by the Board of Supervisors of Alcorn County

for a termto begin within fifteen (15) days after the effective

date of Senate Bill No. 3223, 2007 Regul ar Session, and to end on

Cct ober 17, 2007.

(ii1) Fromand after October 18, 2008, two (2)

menbers of the council shall be appointed by the Board of

Supervi sors of Alcorn County for a termof four (4) years.

(2) Al nom nations nmade under Sections 1(a) and 1(b) above,
and all successive nomnations to those positions on the council,
shall be jointly approved and appoi nted by the Mayor and Board of
Al dernmen of the Gty of Corinth and the Board of Supervisors of
Al corn County.

* * %

(3) Al succeeding appointnments shall be for a termof four
(4) years fromthe date of expiration of the initial appointnent.
Any vacancy which may occur shall be filled in the sane manner as
the original appointnment and shall be nmade for the unexpired term
Each director shall serve until his successor is appointed and
qual i fi ed.
(4) Any director may be disqualified and renoved fromoffice
for, any one (1) of the follow ng reasons:
(a) Conviction of a felony; or
(b) Failure to attend three (3) consecutive neetings
W t hout just cause; or
(c) Any breach of the duties of care and loyalty
normal ly required of corporate directors under the | aws of the
State of M ssissippi which is reckless or intentional.
If a director is renoved for any of the above reasons, the
vacancy shall be filled in the manner prescribed in this section.
A director may be renoved for any of the reasons |isted above

by joint action of the Mayor and Board of Al dernmen of the City of

Corinth and the Board of Supervisors of Alcorn County.
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(5) Before assuming the duties of office, each appointed

director and each enpl oyee of the Corinth Area Touri sm Pronotion

Council shall enter into and give bond in the sum of One Hundred

Thousand Dol | ars ($100, 000. 00), to be approved by the Secretary of

State of the State of M ssissippi and conditioned upon the
faithful performance of his duties. Such bond shall be payable to
the State of Mssissippi, and, in the event of a breach thereof,
suit shall be brought only by the State of M ssissippi for the
benefit of the council. The prem uns on said bond shall be paid
fromthe funds received by the council under the provisions of
this act.

(6) The directors so appointed shall elect from anong
t hensel ves a chairman. In addition to the chairman, the counci
shall elect fromits nenbership a vice-chairman, secretary and
treasurer. The offices of secretary and treasurer may be conbi ned
if the council so elects. Elections for all these positions shal
be held annually, within two (2) nonths prior to the appoi ntnent
and qualification of the new council nenbers.

(7) Five (5) directors shall constitute a quorumfor the

transaction of any and all business of the council.

Section 4. (1) For the purpose of providing funds for the
pronotion of tourism there is hereby authorized a tax which may
be designated as a "tourist pronotion tax" to be |evied upon every
person engaging in or doing business in the Gty of Corinth, as
speci fi ed herein.

(2) Such tax shall not exceed two percent (2% of the gross
revenue derived fromthe occupancy of inns, bed and breakfast
establishments, and hotel and notel roons located in the Gty of
Corinth. The tax shall apply to all inns, bed and breakf ast
establi shnments, and hotels and notels as defined herein. For the
pur pose of cal cul ati ng gross revenues derived fromthe occupancy
of inns, bed and breakfast establishnments, and hotel and notel

roons, the gross revenue, sales or incone of all such
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establ i shnments owned, operated or controlled by the sane person,
persons or corporation may be aggregat ed.

(3) Such tax shall also include, but not exceed, two percent
(29 of the gross revenue derived fromthe sale of prepared food
and beverages by restaurants within the Cty of Corinth. Were
fifty percent (50% or nore of the gross revenue of a restaurant
derives fromthe sale of prepared food, the tax shall be assessed
upon the gross revenue derived fromthe sale of all foods and
beverages served by such restaurant. Were less than fifty
percent (50% of the gross revenue of a restaurant derives from
the sale of prepared food, the tax shall only be assessed upon the
gross revenue derived fromthe sale of prepared foods. This tax
shall apply to all restaurants as defined herein. For the purpose
of calculating the gross revenue derived fromthe sale of prepared
foods and beverages, the gross revenue, sales or incone of al
restaurants, located within the city limts of the City of Corinth
owned, operated or controlled by the sane person, persons,
corporation or other business entity may be aggregat ed.

* * %

(4) Persons liable for the tax inposed herein shall add the
anmpunt of tax to the sales price or gross incone, and in addition
thereto shall collect, insofar as practicable, the anmount of the
tax due by himfromthe person receiving the services or goods at
the tinme of paynent therefor.

(5) Such tax shall be collected by and paid to the State Tax
Comm ssion on a formprescribed by the State Tax Comm ssion, in
the same manner that state sales taxes are conputed, collected and
paid; and the full enforcenment provisions and all other provisions
of Chapter 65, Title 27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall apply as
necessary to the inplenentation and adm nistration of this act.

(6) The proceeds of such tax, less three percent (3% to be

retained by the State Tax Comm ssion to defray the costs of

collections, shall be paid to the City of Corinth and Al corn
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County jointly on or before the fifteenth day of the nonth
follow ng the month in which collected and shall be deposited into
ajoint city and county account.

(7) The proceeds of said tax shall not be considered by the
city or county as general fund revenues, but shall be dedicated to
and used by the council solely for the purpose of carrying out
prograns and activities designed to attract tourists to the city
and surroundi ng area.

(8) The tax herein authorized shall be supplenental to and
in addition to all other taxes which the Gty of Corinth may now
or hereafter levy and shall not be construed to limt or restrict
any presently existing taxing authority.

Section 5. (1) The council shall adopt a budget of receipts

and expendi tures which shall be reviewed and approved by the Myor
and Board of Aldernen of the Cty of Corinth and the Board of
Supervisors of Alcorn County. The first budget shall cover the
period beginning with the effective date of the tax and ending
with the end of the fiscal year of the city and county.
Thereafter, the budget shall be on the sane fiscal basis as the
city and county budgets. The city and county shall pay to the
council fromthe joint city and county account established in
Section 4(8), nonthly, or at such other interval as the Mayor and
Board of Aldernmen of the Gty of Corinth and the Board of
Supervisors of Alcorn County shall jointly establish, an anount
equal to the approved budget of the council. For at |east the
first five (5) years after the effective date of the tax, no | ess
than fifty percent (50% of the budgeted expenditures shall be
designated for a "capital project” or "capital projects"”
i ncluding, but not limted to, the planning, studying, designing,
constructing, furnishing and equi pping of a multipurpose buil ding
and/or the financing thereof. Wthout limting the generality of
the foregoing, at least fifty percent (50% of the budgeted

expenditures may be used to directly pay for planning, studying,

S. B. No. 3223 *SS26/ R1471*
07/ SS26/ R1471
PAGE 8



259
260
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291

desi gni ng, constructing, furnishing and equi pping of a

mul ti purpose buil ding and/or the financing of the building and/or
may be used for retirenment of any indebtedness created for the

pur pose of planning, studying, designing, constructing, furnishing
and equi pping of a multipurpose building and/or the financing of a
mul ti purpose building including, but not limted to, the
retirenment of bonds issued for said purpose or for repaynment of
funds borrowed for said purpose. Fifty percent (50% of the
budget ed expenditures shall continue to be used for retirenent of
any such i ndebtedness as | ong as such indebtedness, or any renewal
thereof, remains outstanding, in whole or in part. Thereafter,

not less than fifty percent (50% of the budgeted expenditures
shall be allocated to nmarketing and pronoti on as defined herein.
These al |l ocation requirenments may be suspended during any fiscal
year by an affirmative recommendati on of at |east five (5) counci
nmenbers and approval of the Mayor and Board of Al dernmen of the
Cty of Corinth and the Board of Supervisors of Al corn County.

Any such suspension shall only be effective for the fiscal year in
which it is approved, but the exercise of this power in any one
fiscal year shall not prevent the exercise of this power in any
successive fiscal years.

* * %

(2) The council shall enploy a certified public accountant
or an accounting firmconposed of certified public accountants to
review the nonthly recei pts and expenditures of the council and to
prepare nonthly financial reports reflecting said receipts and
expenditures and allocating themto the appropriate budgetary
categories. These nonthly reports shall be reviewed by the
council and shall be available for public inspection at the office
of the council during regul ar business hours.

(3) The books of the council shall be audited annually by an

i ndependent certified public accountant, who may or may not be the

same accountant who prepares the nonthly financial reports, and
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sai d accountant shall make a witten report of his audit to the

council, which w

city, county and

Il thereupon submt copies of the report to the

State Auditor. Such audit shall be nade and

conpl eted as soon as practicable after the close of the fiscal

year and shall reflect whether the council has nmet the budgetary

requi renents set

shall be filed w

forth herein. Copies of the report of said audit

th the city, county and State Auditor within

fifteen (15) days after receipt thereof by the council.

(4) Oganizations seeking funding fromthe council for

capital projects,
submt a witten

application shal

events, marketing or tourism pronotion shal
application to the council therefor. Said

i nclude the nanme of the organization, a

description of the project, event or pronotion to be supported,

t he specific dol

ar anount requested, the projected tourisminpact

of the project, event or pronotion, and any other information

whi ch t he counci

provi de that the

may require. Said application shall also

council, inits discretion, may either have

sufficient access to the project, event or pronotion to prepare a

tracking report of the tourisminpact or may require the

organi zation to collect the data necessary for preparation of such

a tracking report.

SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.

S. B. No. 3223
07/ SS26/ R1471
PAGE 10

*SS26/ R1471*

ST:. City of Corinth; revise the nenbership of
the Corinth Area Tourism Pronoti on Council.



