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Senat or (s) Hewes, Gollott To:  H ghways and
Transportation

SENATE BI LL NO. 3047

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 61-3-21 AND 61-5-11, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE THE MAXI MUM TERM OF A LEASE FOR
OPERATI ON OF AN Al RPORT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 61-3-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

61-3-21. (1) In connection with the operation of an airport
or air navigation facility owned or controlled by an authority,
the authority may enter into contracts, |eases and ot her

arrangenents for ternms not to exceed fifty (50) years with any

persons: (a) granting the privilege of using or inproving the
airport or air navigation facility or any portion or facility

t hereof or space therein for comercial purposes; (b) conferring
the privilege of supplying goods, comodities, things, services or
facilities at the airport or air navigation facility; and (c)
maki ng avail abl e services to be furnished by the authority or its
agents at the airport or air navigation facility.

In each case the authority may establish the terns and
conditions and fix the charges, rentals or fees for the privileges
or services, which shall be reasonable and uniformfor the sane
class of privilege or service and which shall be established with
due regard to the property and i nprovenents used and the expenses
of operation to the authority. In no case shall the public be
deprived of its rightful, equal and uniformuse of the airport,
air navigation facility or portion or facility thereof.

(2) Except as may be limted by the terns and conditions of

any grant, | oan or agreenment authorized by Section 61-3-25,
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M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, an authority nmay, by contract, |ease or
ot her arrangenents, upon a consideration fixed by it, grant to any

qualified person for a termnot to exceed fifty (50) years, the

privilege of operating, as agent of the authority or otherw se,
any airport owned or controlled by the authority. However, no
person shall be granted any authority to operate an airport other
than as a public airport or to enter into any contracts, |eases or
ot her arrangenents in connection with the operation of the airport
whi ch the authority m ght not have undertaken under subsection (1)
of this section.

(3) Al contracts, |eases and other arrangenents entered
into pursuant to this section are deened to serve a public and
governmental purpose as a matter of public necessity; therefore,
all such contracts, |eases, and other arrangenents and al
structures, inprovenents and other facilities erected, installed,
constructed or located in connection therewith on an airport or
air navigation facility owned or controlled by an authority, or
any portion of facility thereof or space therein, shall be free
and exenpt fromall state, county and nunicipal ad val oremtaxes
on real property and personal property for so |l ong as may
ot herwi se be lawful, and the charges, rentals and fees received by
an authority in connection with such contracts, |eases and ot her
arrangenents shall be deened to be in lieu of said taxes.

SECTION 2. Section 61-5-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

61-5-11. (1) |In operating an airport or air navigation
facility owed, |eased or controlled by a nunicipality, such
muni cipality may, except as may be limted by the terns and
conditions of any grant, |oan or agreenent pursuant to Section
61-5-15, enter into contracts, |eases and other arrangenents for a

term not exceeding fifty (50) years with any persons:
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(a) Ganting the privilege of using or inproving such
airport or air navigation facility or any portion or facility
t hereof, or space therein for conmmercial purposes; or

(b) Conferring the privilege of supplying goods,
commodities, things, services or facilities at such airport or air
navigation facility; or

(c) Making avail able services to be furnished by the
municipality or its agents at such airport or air navigation
facility.

In each case the nmunicipality may establish the terns and
conditions and fix the charges, rentals or fees for the privileges
or services, which shall be reasonable and uniformfor the sane
class of privilege or service and shall be established with due
regard to the property and i nprovenents used and t he expenses of
operation to the nmunicipality.

(2) Except as may be I[imted by the terns and conditions of
any grant, |oan or agreenent pursuant to Section 61-5-15, a
muni ci pality may by contract, |ease or other arrangenent, upon a
consideration fixed by it, grant to any qualified person for a

termnot to exceed fifty (50) years the privilege of operating, as

agent of the municipality or otherw se, any airport owned or
controlled by the nmunicipality. However, no person shall be
granted any authority to operate an airport other than as a public
airport or to enter into any contracts, |eases or other
arrangenments in connection with the operation of the airport which
the nmunicipality m ght not have undertaken under subsection (1) of
this section.

(3) Al contracts, |eases and other arrangenents entered
into pursuant to this section are deened to serve a public and
governnental purpose as a matter of public necessity; therefore,
all such contracts, |eases and other arrangenents, and al
structures, inprovenents and other facilities erected, installed,

constructed or located in connection therewith on an airport or
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air navigation facility owned or controlled by a nunicipality, or
any portion or facility thereof or space therein, shall be free
and exenpt fromall state, county and nunicipal ad val oremtaxes
on real property and personal property for so | ong as may
ot herwi se be awful, and the charges, rentals and fees received by
a nmunicipality in connection with such contracts, |eases and ot her
arrangenents shall be deened to be in lieu of said taxes.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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