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Senator(s) Wite, Flowers To: Ports and Marine
Resources; Fi nance

SENATE BI LL NO 2991

AN ACT TO CREATE A COWM SSI ON ON PORTS WTHI N THE M SSI SSI PPI
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY; TO DEFI NE THE COMM SSI ON'S MEMBERSHI P AND
DUTI ES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-1-705, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE COMM SSI ON ON PORTS SHALL BE THE PORT MULTI - MODAL
FUND COW TTEE;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created within the

M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnment Aut hority a M ssissippi Conm ssion on
Public Ports. The commi ssion shall consist of the follow ng
menbers:

(a) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi
Devel opnent Authority, or his designee;

(b) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi
Department of Transportation, or his designee;

(c) A state port director appointed by the Governor;

(d) A business person with know edge of the inport and
export trade appointed by the Governor; and

(e) Three (3) port directors, one (1) fromthe Gulf
Coast ports, one (1) fromthe M ssissippi River ports, and one (1)
fromthe ports al ong the Tennessee- Tonbi gbee Wt erway, appoi nted
by the Governor. The port representatives fromthe M ssissi ppi
Ri ver ports and the Tennessee- Tonbi gbee Waterway ports shall not
be representatives of state ports.

The initial termof the State Port Director appointee shall
be for a termof one (1) year, the initial termof the business
per son appoi ntee shall be for two (2) years, the initial termfor
the M ssissippi R ver Port Director appointee shall be for three

(3) years, the initial termfor the GQulf Coast Port Director
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appoi ntee shall be for four (4) years, and the initial termfor

t he Tennessee- Tonbi gbee Waterway Port Director appointee shall be
for five (5) years. Al future terns for the nenbers shall be for
five (5) years. Al appointnents shall be subject to the advice
and consent of the Senate.

(2) The comm ssion shall by Decenber 31 of the year in which
it was created prepare a report to be delivered to the
Appropriations Commttees of both the House of Representatives and
the Senate, the Ports and Marine Resources Conmttee of the
Senate, and the Ports, Harbors and Airports Conmttee of the House
of Representatives, addressing the follow ng:

(a) Proposed legislation detailing a set of pernmanent
duties for the comm ssion, including, but not limted to, the
followng: the responsibility for preparing and reconmmendi ng a
strategic plan for the commercial expansion of the public ports of
the state as a statew de system the provision of an active
program of marketing for the state's public ports, and a capital
i nprovenent programfor the state's public ports to be supported
by state bond funds.

(b) The comm ssion shall also be charged with
responsibility for identifying any federal or other funds
avail abl e to support the conm ssion's ongoi ng operations.

(3) The M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority shall be
responsi ble for providing the comm ssion with suitable workspace
and both adm nistrative and progranmatic staff support. All
conmm ssi on nenbers, except for the Executive Directors of the
Department of Transportation and the M ssissippi Devel opnent
Aut hority, shall be authorized to receive per diemas provided in
Section 25-3-69 and travel reinbursenent as provided for in
Section 25-3-41.

SECTION 2. Section 65-1-705, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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65-1-705. (1) The Conm ssion on Public Ports created within

the M ssissi ppi Devel opnent Authority shall be the Port

Mul ti-Mddal Fund Commttee. Any references to the Port

Mul ti-Mddal Fund Comm ttee shall nean the Comm ssion on Ports

created by authority of Section 1 of Senate Bill No. 2991, 2007

Regul ar Session. The Conm ssion on Ports shall have the duties

and responsibilities provided for in |law and previously granted to

the Port Multi-Mdal Fund Conmmttee.

(2) (a) There is hereby created an Airport Milti-Mdal Fund

Comm tt ee whose nenbership shall consist of:

(1) Five (5 directors of airports appointed by
the President of the M ssissippi Arport Association, or their
desi gnees, at least three (3) of whom shall represent airports
with comrerci al passenger service;

(i1i) The Executive Director of MDA, or his
desi gnee; and

(ti1) The Executive Director of NMDOI, or his
desi gnee.

(b) Fromand after July 1, 2007, nenbers of the Airport

Mul ti-Mdal Fund Commttee, except for the Executive Directors of

t he Departnent of Transportation and the M ssissippi Devel opnent

Aut hority, shall serve for terns as provided for herein. The

M ssi ssi ppi Airport Association shall designate posts for each of

the airport representatives. The representative of Post One shall

serve an initial termof one (1) year, the representative of Post

Two shall serve for an initial termof tw (2) years, the

representative of Post Three shall serve for an initial term of

three (3) years, the representative of Post Four shall serve an

initial termof four (4) years, and the representative of Post

Five shall serve an initial termof five (5) years. Al

succeeding terns shall be for five (5) years. Menbers serving on

the commttee on June 30, 2007, shall be eligible for
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reappoi ntnent to the commttee, and there shall be no limt on the

nunber of terns for which a nenber nmay be appoi nt ed.

(c) A mjority of the menbership of the commttee shal
constitute a quorum MDOT shall call neetings of the commttee
and shall call a neeting for the purpose of review ng and
approving applications as required in Section 65-1-707 by not
| ater than August 1 of each fiscal year

(3) (a) There is hereby created the Railroad Milti-NMdal
Fund Comm ttee whose nenbership shall consist of:

(1) The director of each railroad, or his
desi gnee;

(i1i1) The Executive Director of MDA, or his
desi gnee; and

(ti1) The Executive Director of NMDOI, or his
desi gnee.

(b) A mjority of the nmenbership of the conmttee shal
constitute a quorum MDOT shall call neetings of the commttee
and shall call a neeting for the purpose of review ng and
approving applications as required in Section 65-1-707 by not
| ater than August 1 of each fiscal year

(4) (a) There is hereby created the Public Transit
Mul ti-Mdal Fund Comm ttee whose nenbership shall consist of:

(1) Three (3) directors of transit systens, other
than the Coast Transit Authority and the City of Jackson Transit
System serving the greater Jackson urbani zed area, appoi nted by
the President of the Mssissippi Public Transit Association, or
t heir desi gnees;

(i1i1) The Executive Director of MDA, or his
desi gnee; and

(ti1) The Executive Director of NMDOT, or his
desi gnee.

(b) Fromand after July 1, 2007, nenbers of the Public

Transit Multi-Mdal Fund, except for the Executive Directors of
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t he Departnent of Transportation and the M ssissippi Devel opnent

Aut hority, shall serve for terns as provided for herein. The

M ssi ssippi Public Transit Associ ation shall designate posts for

each of the public transit systemrepresentatives. The

representative of Post One shall serve an initial termof one (1)

year, the representative of Post Two shall serve for an initial

termof two (2) years and the representative of Post Three shal

serve for an initial termof three (3) years. All succeeding

ternms shall be for three (3) years. Menbers serving on the

commttee on June 30, 2007, shall be eligible for reappointnent to

the commttee, and there shall be nolimt on the nunber of terns

for which a nenber may be appoi nt ed.

(c) A mjority of the nmenbership of the commttee shal
constitute a quorum MDOT shall call neetings of the commttee
and shall call a neeting for the purpose of review ng and
approving applications as required in Section 65-1-707 by not
| ater than August 1 of each fiscal year

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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