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Senator(s) Burton, Dearing To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2988

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 73-25-3, 73-27-5, 73-26-3, 41-58-7,
73-25-32, 73-27-12 AND 73-25-14 M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE A CRI M NAL HI STORY CHECK ON APPLI CANTS FOR MEDI CAL
LI CENSURE; OSTEOPATHI C LI CENSURE; PODI ATRI C LI CENSURE; PHYSI Cl AN
ASSI STANT LI CENSURE; RADI OLOQd ST ASSI STANT LI CENSURE; AND
REI NSTATEMENT OF A LI CENSE; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 73-25-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-25-3. Every person who desires to obtain a license to
practice nedicine nust apply therefor, in witing, to the State
Board of Medical Licensure at |east ten (10) days before the date
of the exam nation and nust be exam ned by said board according to
t he net hods deened by it to be the nost practical and expeditious
to test the applicants' qualifications, and if the applicant be
found by the board, upon exam nation, to possess sufficient
| earning in said branches and to be of good noral character, the
board shall issue hima license to practice nedicine; provided
that no applicant shall be granted a |license unless said applicant
shall hold a diploma froma reputable nedical college or college
of osteopathic nmedicine that requires a four-year course of at
least thirty-two (32) weeks for each session, or its equival ent.

To qualify for a Mssissippi nmedical |icense, an applicant

nmust have successfully been cleared for |icensure through an

i nvestigation which shall consist of a deternmi nation as to good

noral character and verification that the prospective |licensee is

not guilty of or in violation of any statutory ground for deni al

of licensure as set forth in Sections 73-25-29 and 73-25-83. To

assi st the board in conducting its licensure investigation, al
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applicants shall undergo a fingerprint-based crimnal history

check of the M ssissippi central crimnal database and the Federal

Bureau of Investigation crimnal history database. Each applicant

shall submt a full set of the applicant's fingerprints in a form

and nmanner prescribed by the board which shall be forwarded to the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety (departnent) and the

Federal Bureau of Investigation ldentification Division for this

pur pose.

Any and all state or national crimnal history record

i nformati on obtained by the board which is not already a matter of

public record shall be deenmed nonpublic and confidenti al

information restricted to the exclusive use of the board, its

nmenbers, officers, investigators, agents and attorneys in

eval uating the applicant's eligibility or disqualification for

licensure. Except when introduced into evidence in a hearing

before the board to determine |licensure, no such informati on or

records related thereto shall, except with the witten consent of

the applicant or by order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, be

rel eased or otherw se di sclosed by the board to any ot her person

or agency.

The board shall provide to the departnent the fingerprints of

the applicant, any additional information which may be required by

the departnent, and a form signed by the applicant consenting to

the check of the crimnal record and to the use of the

fingerprints and other identifying information required by the

state or national repositories.

The board shall charge and collect fromthe applicant, in

addition to all other applicable fees and costs, such anpunt as

may be incurred by the board in requesting and obtaining state and

national crimnal history record information on the applicant.

This section shall not apply to applicants for a special

vol unteer nedical license authorized under Section 73-25-18.
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SECTION 2. Section 73-27-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-27-5. Al applicants for |icense shall have attained the
age of twenty-one (21) years, and shall be of good nora
character; they shall have had at |east four (4) years high schoo
and be graduates of sane; they shall have at |east one (1) year
prepodi atry coll ege educati on and be graduates of sone coll ege of
podi atry recogni zed as being in good standing by the State Board
of Medical Licensure. No college of podiatry or chiropody shal
be accredited by said board as a coll ege of good standi ng which
does not require for graduation a course of study of at |east four
(4) years (eight and one-half (8-1/2) nonths each) and be
recogni zed by the Council on Education of the American Podiatry
Associ ation. Provided, however, that all podiatrists actively
engaged in the practice of podiatry in the State of M ssissippi,
prior to January 1, 1938, whether graduates or not, shall, upon
furni shing proof thereof by displaying their state privilege tax
license to the Secretary of the State Board of Medical Licensure,
and upon paynent of fee of Ten Dollars and Twenty-five Cents
($10.25) be entitled to a license without an exam nation, and
applications for said license shall be filed not later than sixty
(60) days after the passage of this chapter, and provided further,
t hat upon paynent of a fee prescribed by the State Board of
Medi cal Licensure, not to exceed Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00), a
license without exam nation nmay be issued to podiatrists of other
states nmaintaining equal statutory requirenents for the practice
of podiatry and extending the sane reciprocal privileges to this
state. It is further provided that the State Board of Medica
Li censure may affiliate with the National Board of Chiropody or
Podi atry Licensure in granting licenses to practice podiatry in
M ssi ssi ppi, provided the witten exam nation covers at |east
two-thirds ( 2/3) of the subjects set forth in Section 73-27-9,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972.

S. B. No. 2988 *SS26/ R1172*
07/ SS26/ R1172
PAGE 3



95

96

97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127

To qualify for a Mssissippi podiatry license, an applicant

nmust have successfully been cleared for |icensure through an

i nvestigation which shall consist of a determ nation as to good

noral character and verification that the prospective |licensee is

not guilty of or in violation of any statutory ground for deni al

of licensure as set forth in Sections 73-25-29 and 73-25-83. To

assi st the board in conducting its licensure investigation, al

applicants shall undergo a fingerprint-based crimnal history

check of the M ssissippi central crimnal database and the Federal

Bureau of Investigation crimnal history database. Each applicant

shall submt a full set of the applicant's fingerprints in a form

and manner prescribed by the board which shall be forwarded to the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety (departnent) and the

Federal Bureau of Investigation ldentification Division for this

pur pose.

Any and all state or national crimnal history record

i nformati on obtained by the board which is not already a matter of

public record shall be deenmed nonpublic and confidenti al

information restricted to the excl usive use of the board, its

menbers, officers, investigators, agents and attorneys in

eval uating the applicant's eligibility or disqualification for

licensure. Except when introduced into evidence in a hearing

before the board to determine |licensure, no such informati on or

records related thereto shall, except with the witten consent of

the applicant or by order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, be

rel eased or otherw se di sclosed by the board to any ot her person

or agency.

The board shall provide to the departnent the fingerprints of

the applicant, any additional information which may be required by

the departnent, and a form signed by the applicant consenting to

the check of the crimnal record and to the use of the

fingerprints and other identifying information required by the

state or national repositories.
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The board shall charge and collect fromthe applicant, in

addition to all other applicable fees and costs, such anpbunt as

may be incurred by the board in requesting and obtaining state and

national crimnal history record information on the applicant.

Each application or filing nade under this section shal
i nclude the social security nunber(s) of the applicant in
accordance wth Section 93-11-64, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 3. Section 73-26-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-26-3. (1) The State Board of Medical Licensure shal
license and regul ate the practice of physician assistants in
accordance wth the provisions of this chapter.

(2) Al physician assistants who are enpl oyed as physici an
assistants by a Departnent of Veterans Affairs health care
facility, a branch of the United States mlitary or the Federal
Bureau of Prisons, and who are practicing as physician assistants
in a federal facility in Mssissippi on July 1, 2000, and those
physi ci an assistants who trained in a M ssissippi physician
assi stant program and have been continuously practicing as a
physi ci an assistant in M ssissippi since 1976, shall be eligible
for licensure if they submt an application for licensure to the
board by Decenber 31, 2000. Physician assistants |icensed under
this subsection will be eligible for Iicense renewal so |ong as
t hey neet standard renewal requirenents.

(3) Before Decenber 31, 2004, applicants for physician
assistant |icensure, except those |icensed under subsection (2) of
this section, nust be graduates of physician assistant educati onal
prograns accredited by the Comm ssion on Accreditation of Allied
Heal t h Educational Progranms or its predecessor or successor
agency, have passed the certification exam nation adm nistered by
the National Comm ssion on Certification of Physician Assistants
(NCCPA), have current NCCPA certification, and possess a m ni num

of a baccal aureate degree. Physician assistants neeting these
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161 licensure requirements will be eligible for |license renewal so
162 |long as they neet standard renewal requirenents.

163 (4) On or after Decenber 31, 2004, applicants for physician
164 assistant licensure nust neet all of the requirenents in

165 subsection (3) of this section and, in addition, mnmust have

166 obtained a mnimumof a master's degree in a health-related or
167 science field.

168 (5) Applicants for licensure who neet all |icensure

169 requirenents except for the master's degree nmay be granted a
170 tenporary license by the board so I ong as they can show proof of
171 enrollment in a master's programthat will, when conpl eted, neet
172 the master's degree requirenent. The tenporary |license wll be
173 wvalid for no |l onger than one (1) year, and may not be renewed.
174 This subsection shall take effect and be in force fromand after

175 WMarch 9, 2006. This subsection shall stand repealed on July 1,

176 2010.

177 (6) For new graduate physician assistants and all physician
178 assistants receiving initial licenses in the state, except those
179 licensed under subsection (2) of this section, supervision shal

180 require the on-site presence of a supervising physician for one

181 hundred twenty (120) days.

182 (7) To qualify for a M ssissippi physician assistant
183 |license, an applicant nust have successfully been cleared for
184 |licensure through an investigation which shall consist of a

185 determ nation as to good noral character and verification that the

186 prospective licensee is not guilty of or in violation of any

187 statutory ground for denial of |licensure as set forth in Sections

188 73-25-29 and 73-25-83. To assist the board in conducting its

189 licensure investigation, all applicants shall undergo a

190 fingerprint-based crimnal history check of the M ssissipp

191 central crimnal database and the Federal Bureau of |nvestigation

192 crimnal history database. Each applicant shall submt a full set

193 of the applicant's fingerprints in a formand manner prescribed by
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t he board which shall be forwarded to the M ssissippi Departnent

of Public Safety (departnent) and the Federal Bureau of

I nvestigation Identification Division for this purpose.

Any and all state or national crimnal history record

i nformati on obtained by the board which is not already a matter of

public record shall be deemed nonpublic and confidenti al

information restricted to the exclusive use of the board, its

nmenbers, officers, investigators, agents and attorneys in

eval uating the applicant’s eligibility or disqualification for

licensure. Except when introduced into evidence in a hearing

before the board to determine |licensure, no such informati on or

records related thereto shall, except with the witten consent of

the applicant or by order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, be

rel eased or otherw se di scl osed by the board to any ot her person

or agency.

The board shall provide to the departnent the fingerprints of

the applicant, any additional information which may be required by

the departnent, and a form signed by the applicant consenting to

the check of the crimnal record and to the use of the

fingerprints and other identifying information required by the

state or national repositories.

The board shall charge and collect fromthe applicant, in

addition to all other applicable fees and costs, such anpbunt as

may be incurred by the board in requesting and obtai ning state and

national crimnal history record information on the applicant.

SECTION 4. Section 41-58-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

41-58-7. (1) The State Board of Medical Licensure shal
license and regul ate the practice of radiol ogi st assistants in
accordance with the provisions of this section.

(2) A radiologist my use the services of a radi ol ogi st

assistant to practice radiology assistance under the supervision
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of the radiologist, provided that the radiol ogi st assistant is
duly qualified and |icensed as provided in this section.

(3) The board shall promul gate and publish reasonabl e rules
and regul ati ons necessary to enable it to discharge its functions
and enforce the provisions of |aw regulating the practice of
radi ol ogi st assistants. Those rules and regul ati ons shal
include, but are not limted to: qualifications for |icensure for
radi ol ogi st assistants; scope of practice of radiologist
assi stants; supervision of radiologist assistants; identification
of radiol ogi st assistants; grounds for disciplinary actions and
di sci pline of radiologist assistants; and setting and chargi ng
reasonable fees for licensure and license renewals for radiol ogi st
assi stants.

(4) Those rules and regul ati ons adopted by the board
pertaining to the scope of practice and the educati onal
qualifications necessary to practice as a radiol ogi st assistant
shal | be consistent with guidelines adopted by the Anmerican
Col | ege of Radi ol ogy, the Anerican Soci ety of Radi ol ogic
Technol ogi sts, and the American Registry of Radiol ogic
Technol ogi st s.

(5) Applicants for licensure as a radiol ogi st assistant nust
be: (a) credentialed to provide radiology services under the
supervi sion of a radiologist; (b) a radiol ogic technol ogi st
regi stered under Sections 41-58-1 through 41-58-5; and (c)
certified and registered with the American Registry of Radiol ogic
Technol ogi st s.

(6) A radiologist assistant may not interpret images, nake
di agnoses or prescribe nedications or therapies.

(7) To qualify for a M ssissippi radiol ogi st assi stant

Iicense, an applicant nust have successfully been cleared for

Iicensure through an investigation which shall consist of a

determ nation as to good noral character and verification that the

prospective licensee is not guilty of or in violation of any
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statutory ground for denial of licensure as set forth in Sections

73-25-29 and 73-25-83. To assist the board in conducting its

i censure investigation, all applicants shall undergo a

fingerprint-based crimnal history check of the M ssissipp

central crimnal database and the Federal Bureau of I|nvestigation

crimnal history database. Each applicant shall submt a full set

of the applicant's fingerprints in a formand manner prescribed by

t he board which shall be forwarded to the M ssissippi Departnent

of Public Safety (departnent) and the Federal Bureau of

I nvestigation Identification D vision for this purpose.

Any and all state or national crimnal history record

i nformati on obtained by the board which is not already a matter of

public record shall be deenmed nonpublic and confidenti al

information restricted to the exclusive use of the board, its

menbers, officers, investigators, agents and attorneys in

evaluating the applicant's eligibility or disqualification for

licensure. Except when introduced into evidence in a hearing

before the board to determine |licensure, no such informati on or

records related thereto shall, except with the witten consent of

the applicant or by order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, be

rel eased or otherw se di sclosed by the board to any ot her person

or agency.

The board shall provide to the departnent the fingerprints of

the applicant, any additional information which may be required by

the departnent, and a form signed by the applicant consenting to

the check of the crimnal record and to the use of the

fingerprints and other identifying information required by the

state or national repositories.

The board shall charge and collect fromthe applicant, in

addition to all other applicable fees and costs, such anpbunt as

may be incurred by the board in requesting and obtai ning state and

national crimnal history record information on the applicant.
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SECTION 5. Section 73-25-32, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-25-32. (1) A person whose |license to practice nedicine
or osteopathy has been revoked or suspended may petition the
M ssi ssippi State Board of Medical Licensure to reinstate this
license after a period of not |ess than one (1) year has el apsed
fromthe date of the revocation or suspension. The procedure for
the reinstatenment of a license that is suspended for being out of
conpliance with an order for support, as defined in Section 2 of
this act, shall be governed by Section 4 or 7 of this act, as the
case nmay be.

(2) The petition shall be acconpanied by two (2) or nore
verified recommendati ons from physicians or osteopaths |icensed by
the Board of Medical Licensure to which the petition is addressed
and by two (2) or nore recomendations fromcitizens each having
personal know edge of the activities of the petitioner since the
di sciplinary penalty was inposed and such facts as may be required
by the Board of Medical Licensure.

The petition may be heard at the next regular neeting of the
Board of Medical Licensure but not earlier than thirty (30) days
after the petition was filed. No petition shall be considered
while the petitioner is under sentence for any crimnal offense,

i ncl udi ng any period during which he is under probation or parole.
The hearing may be continued fromtinme to tine as the Board of
Medi cal Licensure finds necessary.

(3) In determ ning whether the disciplinary penalty shoul d
be set aside and the terns and conditions, if any, which should be
inposed if the disciplinary penalty is set aside, the Board of
Medi cal Licensure nay investigate and consider all activities of
the petitioner since the disciplinary action was taken agai nst
him the offense for which he was disciplined, his activity during

the time his certificate was in good standing, his general

S. B. No. 2988 *SS26/ R1172*
07/ SS26/ R1172
PAGE 10



323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354
355

reputation for truth, professional ability and good character; and
it may require the petitioner to pass an oral exam nation.

(4) The investigation shall require the petitioner to

undergo a fingerprint-based crimnal history check of the

M ssi ssi ppi central crimnal database and the Federal Bureau of

| nvestigation crimnal history database. FEach petitioner shal

submt a full set of the petitioner's fingerprints in a form and

manner prescribed by the board which shall be forwarded to the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety (departnent) and the

Federal Bureau of Investigation lIdentification Division for this

pur pose.

Any and all state or national crimnal history record

i nformati on obtained by the board which is not already a matter of

public record shall be deenmed nonpublic and confidenti al

information restricted to the excl usive use of the board, its

menbers, officers, investigators, agents and attorneys in

evaluating the applicant's eligibility or disqualification for

licensure. Except when introduced into evidence in a hearing

before the board to determine |licensure, no such informati on or

records related thereto shall, except with the witten consent of

the applicant or by order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, be

rel eased or otherw se di scl osed by the board to any other person

or agency.

The board shall provide to the departnent the fingerprints of

the petitioner, any additional information which nmay be required

by the departnment, and a form signed by the petitioner consenting

to the check of the crimnal record and to the use of the

fingerprints and other identifying information required by the

state or national repositories.

The board shall charge and collect fromthe petitioner, in

addition to all other applicable fees and costs, such anpbunt as

may be incurred by the board in requesting and obtai ning state and

national crimnal history record information on the applicant.
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(5) The Secretary-Treasurer of the Board of Medical
Li censure shall enter into his records of the case all actions of
the board in setting aside a disciplinary penalty under this
section and he shall certify notices to the proper court clerk.
The clerk shall make such changes on his records as may be
necessary.

SECTION 6. Section 73-27-12, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

73-27-12. (1) The license of every person licensed to
practice podiatry in the State of M ssissippi shall be renewed
annual | y.

On or before May 1 of each year, the board shall mail a
notice of renewal of license to every podiatrist to whoma |icense
was issued or renewed during the current |licensing year. The
notice shall provide instructions for obtaining and submtting
applications for renewal. The State Board of Medical Licensure is
aut hori zed to nake applications for renewal available via
el ectronic neans. The applicant shall obtain and conplete the
application and submt it to the board in the manner prescribed by
the board in the notice before June 30 with the renewal fee of an
anount established by the board, but not to exceed Two Hundred
Dol I ars ($200.00), a portion of which fee shall be used to support
a programto aid inpaired podiatrists. Upon receipt of the
application and fee, the board shall verify the accuracy of the
application and issue to applicant a certificate of renewal for
t he ensuing year, beginning July 1 and expiring June 30 of the
succeedi ng cal endar year. That renewal shall render the hol der
thereof a legal practitioner as stated on the renewal form

(2) Any podiatrist practicing in Mssissippi who allows his
or her license to |lapse by failing to renew the |icense as
provided in subsection (1) nmay be reinstated by the board on
satisfactory explanation for the failure to renew, by conpletion

of a reinstatenent form and upon paynent of the renewal fee for
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the current year, and shall be assessed a fine of Twenty-five
Dol ars ($25.00) plus an additional fine of Five Dollars ($5.00)
for each nonth thereafter that the |license renewal remains

del i nquent.

(3) Any podiatrist not practicing in Mssissippi who allows
his or her license to |apse by failing to renew the |icense as
provided in subsection (1) nmay be reinstated by the board on
satisfactory explanation for the failure to renew, by conpletion
of a reinstatenent form and upon paynent of the arrearages for the
previous five (5) years and the renewal fee for the current year.

(4) Any podiatrist who allows his or her license to | apse
shall be notified by the board within thirty (30) days of that
| apse.

(5) Any person practicing as a licensed podiatrist during
the time his or her license has | apsed shall be considered an
illegal practitioner and shall be subject to penalties set forth
in Section 73-27-17, provided that he or she has not submtted the
required reinstatenent formand fee within fifteen (15) days after
notification by the board of the | apse.

(6) Any podiatrist practicing in the State of M ssissipp
whose |icense has | apsed and is deened an illegal practitioner
under subsection (5) of this section may petition the board for
reinstatenent of his or her license on a retroactive basis, if the
podi atrist was unable to neet the June 30 deadline due to
extraordinary or other legitimte reasons, and retroactive
reinstatenment of licensure shall be granted or may be deni ed by
the board only for good cause. Failure to advise the board of
change of address shall not be considered a basis for
rei nst at enent .

(7) Fees collected under the provisions of this section
shal |l be used by the board to defray expenses of adm nistering the

|icensure provisions of Title 73, Chapter 27, M ssissippi Code of
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1972, and to support a programto aid inpaired podiatrists in an
anount determ ned by the board.

(8 In order for a podiatrist whose podiatric nedical

I'i cense has been expired for five (5) years or nore to qualify for

reinstatenent of license, the podiatrist nust have successfully

been cleared for reinstatenent through an investigation which

shal |l consist of a determ nation as to good noral character and

verification that the prospective licensee is not guilty of or in

violation of any statutory ground for denial of |licensure as set

forth in Sections 73-25-29 and 73-25-83. To assist the board in

conducting its licensure investigation, all applicants shal

undergo a fingerprint-based crimnal history check of the

M ssi ssi ppi central crimnal database and the Federal Bureau of

| nvestigation crimnal history database. Each applicant shal

submt a full set of the applicant's fingerprints in a form and

manner prescribed by the board which shall be forwarded to the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety (departnent) and the

Federal Bureau of Investigation lIdentification Division for this

pur pose.

Any and all state or national crimnal history record

i nformati on obtained by the board which is not already a matter of

public record shall be deenmed nonpublic and confidenti al

information restricted to the excl usive use of the board, its

menbers, officers, investigators, agents and attorneys in

evaluating the applicant's eligibility or disqualification for

licensure. Except when introduced into evidence in a hearing

before the board to determine |licensure, no such informati on or

records related thereto shall, except with the witten consent of

the applicant or by order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, be

rel eased or otherw se di sclosed by the board to any ot her person

or agency.

The board shall provide to the departnent the fingerprints of

the applicant, any additional information which may be required by
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the departnent, and a form signed by the applicant consenting to

the check of the crimnal record and to the use of the

fingerprints and other identifying information required by the

state or national repositories.

The board shall charge and collect fromthe applicant, in

addition to all other applicable fees and costs, such anpunt as

may be incurred by the board in requesting and obtai ning state and

national crimnal history record information on the applicant.

SECTION 7. Section 73-25-14, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-25-14. (1) The license of every person licensed to
practice nmedicine or osteopathy in the State of M ssissippi shal
be renewed annual ly.

On or before May 1 of each year, the State Board of Mdica
Li censure shall mail a notice of renewal of |icense to every
physi ci an or osteopath to whoma |icense was issued or renewed
during the current licensing year. The notice shall provide
instructions for obtaining and submtting applications for
renewal . The State Board of Medical Licensure is authorized to
make applications for renewal available via electronic neans. The
applicant shall obtain and conplete the application and submt it
to the board in the nanner prescribed by the board in the notice
before June 30 with the renewal fee of an anmount established by
t he board, but not to exceed Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($200.00), a
portion of which fee shall be used to support a programto aid
i npai red physicians and osteopaths. The paynent of the annual
license renewal fee shall be optional with all physicians over the
age of seventy (70) years. Upon receipt of the application and
fee, the board shall verify the accuracy of the application and
issue to applicant a certificate of renewal for the ensuing year,
beginning July 1 and expiring June 30 of the succeedi ng cal endar
year. That renewal shall render the hol der thereof a | egal

practitioner as stated on the renewal form
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(2) Any physician or osteopath practicing in M ssissippi who
allows his or her license to |lapse by failing to renew the |icense
as provided in subsection (1) may be reinstated by the board on
satisfactory explanation for the failure to renew, by conpletion
of a reinstatenent form and upon paynent of the renewal fee for
the current year, and shall be assessed a fine of Twenty-five
Dol lars ($25.00) plus an additional fine of Five Dollars ($5.00)
for each nonth thereafter that the |license renewal remains
del i nquent .

(3) Any physician or osteopath not practicing in M ssissipp
who allows his or her license to |apse by failing to renew the
|icense as provided in subsection (1) may be reinstated by the
board on satisfactory explanation for the failure to renew, by
conpletion of a reinstatenent form and upon paynent of the
arrearages for the previous five (5) years and the renewal fee for
the current year.

(4) Any physician or osteopath who allows his or her license
to | apse shall be notified by the board within thirty (30) days of
t hat | apse.

(5) Any person practicing as a |licensed physician or
osteopath during the tine his or her |icense has | apsed shall be
considered an illegal practitioner and shall be subject to
penal ties provided for violation of the Medical Practice Act,
provi ded that he or she had not submtted the required
reinstatenent formand fee within fifteen (15) days after
notification by the board of the | apse.

(6) Any physician or osteopath practicing in the State of
M ssi ssi ppi whose |icense has | apsed and is deened an ill egal
practitioner under subsection (5) of this section may petition the
board for reinstatement of his or her license on a retroactive
basis, if the physician or osteopath was unable to neet the June
30 deadline due to extraordinary or other legitimte reasons, and

retroactive reinstatenment of licensure shall be granted or may be
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deni ed by the board only for good cause. Failure to advise the
board of change of address shall not be considered a basis of
rei nst at enent .

(7) None of the fees or fines provided for in this section
shal |l be applicable to the renewal of a special volunteer nedical
i cense authorized under Section 73-25-18.

(8) Fees collected under the provisions of this section
shall be used by the board to defray expenses of adm nistering the
Iicensure provisions of the Medical Practice Act (Title 73,
Chapter 25, M ssissippi Code of 1972) and to support a programto
aid inpaired physicians and osteopaths in an anount determ ned by
t he board.

(9) In order for a physician or osteopath whose nedi cal

I'i cense has been expired for five (5) years or nore to qualify for

reinstatenent of |icense, the physician or osteopath nmust have

successfully been cleared for reinstatenent through an

i nvestigation which shall consist of a determ nation as to good

noral character and verification that the prospective |licensee is

not guilty of or in violation of any statutory ground for deni al

of licensure as set forth in Sections 73-25-29 and 73-25-83. To

assi st the board in conducting its licensure investigation, al

applicants shall undergo a fingerprint-based crimnal history

check of the M ssissippi central crimnal database and the Federal

Bureau of Investigation crimnal history database. Each applicant

shall submt a full set of the applicant's fingerprints in a form

and manner prescribed by the board which shall be forwarded to the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety (departnent) and the

Federal Bureau of Investigation lIdentification Division for this

pur pose.

Any and all state or national crimnal history record

i nformati on obtained by the board which is not already a matter of

public record shall be deenmed nonpublic and confidenti al

information restricted to the exclusive use of the board, its
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menbers, officers, investigators, agents and attorneys in

evaluating the applicant's eligibility or disqualification for

licensure. Except when introduced into evidence in a hearing

before the board to determine |licensure, no such informati on or

records related thereto shall, except with the witten consent of

the applicant or by order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, be

rel eased or otherw se di sclosed by the board to any ot her person

or agency.

The board shall provide to the departnent the fingerprints of

the applicant, any additional information which may be required by

the departnent, and a form signed by the applicant consenting to

the check of the crimnal record and to the use of the

fingerprints and other identifying information required by the

state or national repositories.

The board shall charge and collect fromthe applicant, in

addition to all other applicable fees and costs, such anpunt as

may be incurred by the board in requesting and obtai ning state and

national crimnal history record information on the applicant.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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