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Senator(s) Fillingane To:  Education
Appropri ations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2977

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE AND DI RECT THE STATE BQARD OF EDUCATI ON
TO ESTABLI SH AN OFFI CE OF COURT- ORDERED SCHOCOL DESEGREGATI ON TO
ASSI ST M SSI SSI PPl PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO END FEDERAL COURT
SUPERVI SI ON OF SCHOCOLS AND TO | MPLEMENT PUPI L PLACEMENT PLANS
VH CH WLL NOT REQUI RE COURT- ORDERED DESEGREGATI ON BUSI NG AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

VWHEREAS, Section 37-15-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, states
as foll ows:

"37-15-35. No person shall be assigned to or by, or

restricted fromor to, any group, area, school

institution or other political subdivision of the State

of M ssissippi on the account of race, color, or

national origin. There shall be no governnentally

enforced segregation by race, color or national origin

and there shall be no governnentally enforced

i ntegration by reason of race, color or national

origin."; and

VWHEREAS, "desegregation busing"” is the practice of remedying
past racial discrimnation in Anerican public schools by busing
children to specific schools in an effort to counteract
di scrimnatory school construction and district assignnents; and

VWHEREAS, the national trend during the 1990s and 2000s is the
effort to overcone past discrimnatory practices w thout student
reassi gnment where sone districts nodified their pupil placenent
pl ans, under the supervision of the courts, to provide attractive

progranms in "magnet schools,” build new school buil dings and

reconfigure ol der buildings to overcone years of discrimnatory
practices in the construction, furnishing and nmai ntenance of

public schools. After years of court supervision of schools,
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busi ng prograns were tapered during the 1990s as courts across the
national released districts fromorders under old |l awsuits. The
popul ation of nost cities affected by forced busing continues to
decline and many anchor cities are now anong the poorest cities in
their respective netropolitan area, reflecting the continuation of
their status prior to court-ordered integration; and

VWHEREAS, there are nunerous exanples of M ssissippi public
school districts which have successfully petitioned the federal
court to end court ordered busing and supervision and allow t he
| ocal school board to inplenent pupil assignnment, construction and
nei ghbor hood school policies consistent with federal court
standards with input fromthe local citizens: NOWN THEREFORE

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The State Board of Education is enpowered and

directed to establish an Ofice of Court-Ordered School
Desegregation within the State Departnment of Education. The
purpose of this office shall be to take all necessary action to
assi st M ssissippi public school districts to petition the
appropriated federal courts to end court supervision of the
schools in the district and to end court-ordered desegregati on and
busi ng orders, thereby enabling the | ocal school board to
i npl enent pupil assignment, school construction, neighborhood
school, school enploynent and school transportation policies which
are consistent with federal court standards and consistent with
input of the |ocal residents. Any attorneys enployed by the State
Board of Education shall be approved by the Attorney General who
shal|l assist the Ofice of Court-Ordered School Desegregation in
carrying out its responsibilities.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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